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IT NEVER PAYS.

BY PERCIVAL STOCKMAN.

It never pays to fret and growl
When fortune seems our f0€;
The better bred will push ahead
And strike tho braver blow.
For hck i work,
And those who shirk
Should not lament their doom,
Bat yield the play
And clear the way
Thsat better maen have rooms.

It never pays to wreck the health
In drudging after gain,
And he is sold who thinks that gold
Is cheapest bought with pain.
An humble lot,
A COsy cot,
Have tempted even k'ngs,
For station high,
That wea'th ean vuy,
Not oft contentment brings.

It never pays! a blunt refrain
Well worthy of a song,
For aze and youth must 12arn this truth,
That nothiag pays that's wrong.
The good and pure
Alonearesure
To bring prelonged success,
While what is right
In Heaven's sight
I3 always sure to bless.
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I wWILL read a few items from
seripture spoken by Mormon,which
will be found on the 484th page of
the Book of Mprmon, European
edition—

“And now there cannot be writ-
ten in this book, even a hundredth
part of the things which Jesus did
truly teach wunto the people; but
behold the plates of Nephi do eon-
tain the more part of the things
which he taught the people; and
these things have I written, which
are a lesser part of the things which
he taught the people; and I have
written them te the intent that
they may be brought again unte
this people, from the Gentiles, ac-
cording to the words which Jesus
hath spoken. Aud when they
shall have received this, which is
expedient that they should have
first, to try their faith, and if it so
be that they shall believe these
things, then shall the greaterthings
be manifest unto them, And if it
g0 be that they will not believe
these things, then shall the greater
things be withheld from them,
unto their condemnation. Behold
I were about to write them all
which were engraved upon the
plates of Nephi, but the Lord for-
bid it, saying, I will try the faith of
my people; therefore, I, Mormon,
do write the things which have

been commarded me of the
Lord.”

The reason why I haveread these
words is to show to the people more
fully, or to impress upon their
minds the way and manner in
which the Lord deals with his
Penpla. It is within his power, if
1e see proper to do so, to pour out
upon the people a vast amount of
Enowledge all at once, that their

minds may be compietely surfeited
with the aburdance of the knowl-

edze communicated to them. But
the Lord has not seen proper to
thus deal with the Latter-day
Saints. He has another object in
view than this. He intends to in-
struct them little by little, here a
little when it is needed, and there
a little when it is neceded; giving
them a line upon this subject when
it is necessary, and there a line
upon another subject, leading them
along, step, by step, just as a wise,
careful parent would his little chil-
dren, until they become iustructed
in every printiple that would be for
their good. I'tis not because the Lord
is not willing that his intelligent
children should epjoy this greater |
~amount of knowledge; it is not be-
cause he does not desire the human
family to be placed in possession of
all the wisdom that their hearts are
prepared to receive. He isavilling,
on bis part, that the people should
become very intelligent in regard

to everytbing, pertaining to their
future welfare. He is willing that

they should know more concerning

himself, his attributes and their
own, to learn concerning the glories
of his kingdoma and the mysteries
thereef and everything that would
be eseential for their comfort and

Covenants. These having been
given as a pattern, for the com-
mencement of the organization, the
Lord has seen proper to withhold,

happiness in this world. This the
his echildren.

are prepared to receive, and what

and we can see this illustrated by
the words which I have read. Mor-
mon informs us that he was about
to write all the things which Jesus
had taught, but the Lerd expressly
forbade it, and the reason, as given
to Mormoun for not permitting this
was, that he intended to try the
faith of his people in the latter-
days, and of whom he said tbat if
they would believe i(hese things
and hearken, then should the
greater things be made manifest to
them; but if, on the otber band,
they should not bkelieve these few
things, them should Lhe greater
things be withheld from them, to

1 their condemnation.

This reminds me of a cerlain say-
ing, given in 1829, before the rise

left his home in Manchester, N.Y .,
and had gene down (o Susquehan-
na, Penn., about a hundréd miles,
to wisit his brother Jeséph, the
Prophet, who was then in the act
of translating the Book of Mormen.
When Hyrum arrived he felt very
anxious to know about his calling
and ministry—whether he could
rot go forth to preach these glori-
ous things. It would be very nat-
ural for a person to feel very anxi-
ous about this, for the things con-
tained in the manuscript, so far as
be had become acquainted with
them, were so glorious, that bhe
wished everybody to know about
them. As will.be found on page
98 Doetrine and Covenants, the
Lord told Hyrum not to bein a
hurry. In other words, the l.ord
had hisown time to ordain to the
ministry, his  own time to send
forth missionaries among ‘the peo-
ple. ““Don’t you be in a hurry in
this matter.” DBnt said tbe lL.ord

they are not prepared to receive;|dieut to my

for the time being, the giving of

Lord is willing to do in behalf of | additional sacred records, ithat the
But he knows far|saints might show their faith.
better than we do, what the peeple | will try the faith = of my people, I

III

will see whether they will be obe-
commandments, and
the Jaws which 1 bave revealed to

|them. If they will be faithful—if

they will practice upon that which
I have given, then shall the great-
er things be made manifest to
them, But if they will not do this,
they shall be withheld from them,

to their condemnation.”

There will be a point, in the his-
tory of this people, when they will
be counted worthy to receive all

|that knowledge and intelligence

which the Lord has held in reserve
for them, from before the founda-
tion of the world. Such is the glo-
rious destiny of this people, to be
realized in due time. Butour pre-
|sent work is to comply with that
which God has already given, and
which be may herealter give,

of this Church. Hyrum Smith bad | through the living oracles that he

has placed within our midst.

| Now the Lord has not shut down
the gate; he has not closed up the
| spirit of iuspiration,as ail these peo-
ple are witnesses. What man, un-
{ less he had been under the spirit of
inspiration, and the wisdom that
corpes down from heaven, could
| have led forth this people from the
midst of the wicked, and establish-
ed them here in this mountain
desert, and created the wonders we
now behbold? No man, however
great might be his natural wisdom
and ability, could have accoraplish-
ed a work of this nature, unless
aided by direct revelation;
Spirit of the living God, from the
time of the death of Joseph to the
present, has rested jupon President

to organize the
them ;forth from the midst of their
enemies, and, second, to establish
them here in these mountains. He

to him, ‘I will tell you what you
may do; you should study my
word which has gone forth among
the children of men, and also that
which shall come forth, even that
which is now being transl-ted.”
¢‘Seek first to obtain my word, then
shall your tongue be loosed; then,
if you desire, you shall have my
spirit,whichshallenable you to con-
vince men of the truth,”” Apother
lesson to be learned from thisis,that
Hyrum, instead of being in a great
hurry in this matter, was required

to store up the word of God in his|!DiPg
mind, to be thoroughly acquainted |

withithe Jewish record, as well as
that which was then beivg translat-
ed,until he had oebtained all that the
Lord should
of men in the geneiation that was
then living—1829. We may learn
that the lL.ord did intend to give
only about so much-to the genera-
ticn then living.

A great many have supposed that
there must be a great lack on the
part of the Latter-day Saints, be-
cause spiritual knowledge is not all
the time being poured down from

heaven, like a flood in their midst; |

some become doubtful and feei to
murmur and complain, one to
another, carrying the idea among
the people that God has forsaken
Zion, that God has, in a measure,
withdrawn his spirit from us: say-
ing, “Where are the revelations
such as were given in the days of
Joseph? The Lord then poured out
upon us of his spirit continually;
we then received record after re-
cord, book ‘after book, ete,”” The
reason is clearly defined here; the
Lord, in his own time, will fulfill
and accomplish his purposes, and
he was determined, mnot enly in
these days, but he had the same
determinations some fifteen centu-
ries ago, when he talked with Mor-
mon the prophet, thata ple who
should live on the earth in the Jast
days, should have just about so
much information, and no more, as
far as sacred records and books are
concerned. Do not misunderstand
me by this expression, and earry it
to the other extreme, and say, that
God determines to give about so
much, and then shut dowa the gate
and give no revelation at all. -But
he intended, so far as the great
principles of the gospel are concern-
ed, the fundamental principles of
salvation, that we should have the

Bible and the Book of Mormon,
Then he determined, still further,
that there should be a sufficiency
given from year to year, during the
life~-time of the prophet Joseph, to
know how to properly organize the
church. These further revelations

grant to the children |

were published in the Doctrine and f'

calling, which is distinet from a
day of choosing. And when the
Lord has called his servants and
appointed them to perform a cer-
tain work, if they manifest a wil-
lingness, cn their part, to exercise
the wiid’um that comes from God,
in the performance of their duties,
then perhaps the day of choosing
may come, and they be set apart
and ordained, aceording to the law

It means, at this present
stage of the work, having toiled
now about thirty years in these
mountaine, that the Lord is about
to “right up” the people; and he
has inspired him who presides over
us, te organize us more fully. Let
those be ehosen who bhave fulfilled
theirappointments in faithfulpess;
let them be ordained, and have
their counselors; Jet them act now
in a higher gphere, with more
power, because they have proven
themeselves faithful over a few
things, therefore Jet them be made
rulers over many things. This is
after the order of heaven; this is
after the order of that judgment
that will be more fully carried out
in the great day of the Lord.
Things will pass along here in time,
as a pattern of things in regard to
his future kingdom. They will pass
along for years, until, by and by, in
the great judgment day, these per-

ants.

lcuntnined in the Book of Coven-

The |

sons will bave gained an experience
and knowledge that will gualify
them to act efficiently in the duties
and callings to which they have
been calléd; and they will act, not
as those who are ignorant, but as
men who have had a' practical ex-
perience, year after year, baving
used their stewardship to the glory
of God. .

Brother Erastus Snow spoke to us very

plainly, last evening, in reiation to all the
officers, from the commencement of the

B. Young, urging him forward,first | the written lJaw of God, as
people and lead |in our weakness, have we completed the

Church down to the present time, When
we have done all we can do, towards or-

nizing as far as poseible, according to
given to us,

organization? By no means. The organ-
ization is only perfect as far as the peouple
are prepared to receive it, and no further.
To say that there will be a stated time, in

had not the experience, beforehand,
to do this; he had never lived in a
country where the people were ac-

the Listory of this church, during its im-
perfections and weaknees, when the or-
ganization will be perfect, and that there

customed to irrigate their farms; he [ will be no further extension oraddition to
had never lived in a country where | the organization, would be a mistake,

the people necessarily were compel-
led to live compactly together, as
we have had to do here,
had been accustomed to live ina
country where the people gpread

| abroad wherever they took a notion

to; consequently it was just as new
to him, when entering these val-
Jeys, as to the rest of us, And no-
but the Bpirit of the living
(God, the inspirations of the Holy
Ghost, could have enabled him 1o
do what ke has dene, and to direct

|all this people throughout this Ter-

ritory,in regard to their srettlements,
not only here,but wherever the Lat-
ter-day Baints have been located.
Consequently, you perceive Lhat
God has not forsaken us, the spirit
of revelation has been with us. But
then it bas not been wisdom in
God, that all this revelation should
be written and published; because
many things the servants of God
are inspired to de under one set of
circumstanees, would not be re-
quired of them, under a new condi-

revelations would not become a
standing law for all future time, For
instance, in orderto form new set-
tlements, the circumstances are
very diflerent from what they are
after you have enlarged your set-
tlements and become numerous in
population; and other duties be-
come necessary. Consequently the
Lord has imparted a little here, and
a little there, and instrueted and
counselled the people, through his
gervants, what should be done in
the incipient stages, or in the form-
ing of settlements, in this mo

tain region.

ous organization that has been go-
ing on, ever since the rise of the
Churech, it is not to be wondered
at, that many things have been
left apparently at loose ends, for the

time beiog ,in order that the people

might prove themselves. Men have
been sent, year after year, to form
new settlements, and to do this
kind of work, and that kind, with-
out being specially ordained to ac-
complish those particular dulies,
‘What fo1? To see whether they
would manifest that the Spirit of
the living God was with them, and
that they were worthy of ordina-
tion; and if so,then afterwards they
should be ordained and set apart,
as bishops, as presidents of Stakes,
etc. But one may inquire, “Why
not perfect these organizations ab

once?” Because thereis a day ufl

But he |

Organization is to go on, step alter step,
from one degree to another, just as the
people increase and grow in the know ledge
of the principles and laws of 1he kingdom
of God, and as their borders shall extend.
For instance, to illustrate my ideas more
fully upon this point. We read, in the
seriptures of truth, concerning the latter-
day Zion; we read that Zion ie to become a

great people, ‘“‘a emall one to become a
strong pation.” Wealso read that out of
Zion shall go forth the law. We also read
that Zion is to become eo glorious, in
{imes to com?, that the nalions that are
afar will say one to ancther, “‘Surely Zion
is the City of our God, for the Lord is

tion of circumstances; hence, such |

1

In the midst of all this continu-

there; his power is there, his glory is
there,”” ete. Now if there .be a Ume, in
the bistory ol the latter-day Zion, that the
power of God will be, made msanilest in
their midst, so as to stir up the aatlons
afar off, causing them 1oexcialm that Zion
is truly the City of God; her laws are di-
vine: let us become subject to her laws,
do you suppose that we, with our present

as we can expeet to, could be ready and
prepared to send forth Jaws to foreign na-
tions for their government?! No. There
would thken be persons ordained and set
apart for various purposeg, not to bestow
any new priesthood, for it is all included
in the everlasting and eternal priestbood,
after the order of the Son of God; but te
set apart persons already bholding the
priesthood in the great organization; to

| receive divine laws; or, In other words, to

regulate the nations, according to the laws
of Zion: that they may understand her
laws, and know what the divine govern-
ment is, by which they are to be governed;
in other words, ministers or plenipoten-
tiaries are to be sent forth to transact
business among all nations and peoples
who willingly shall become suiject to the
laws of Zion. As to the rebellious na-
tions, there will be none left alive. As it
is written, *that nation or kindom that
will not serve thee shall perish.” *“‘Those

Ul={ nations shall be ntterly wasted away;"

consequently, the pations lelt, who are
 nof totally destroyed will be anxious to
be governed hy the jawe of Zion. Hence
there will be an organization before the
winding up ecene that will control the na-
tions politically, giving them the privilege
of remaining in their own land if they
choose to do &0, but subject to the laws
of Zion.

I will not, however, confine the future
orgauizations of the Church of God to the
political matters of the nations. There is
to be a more perfeet organization between
the living and the dead of all former dis-
pensations, which o nization is just as
necessary as that which exists among the
living, on this side of the grave. This
organization will be fully completed, at a
certain period, pointed to by the prophet
Daniel, who saye, that he saw in a night
vision, and bekeld until the Anclent of
Days came; and he deecribes his great and
glorious appearance: his face was like a
flaming fire, and the hair of his head was
white as wool; his charlots were like unto
chariots of fire, and thcusand thousands

ministere@ nunto him and ten thousand

| from heaven,

caliing in this great, grand organiz
of the Ancient of Days; and vou will find
no unbroken links there. The Ancient g
Days is the father of all; he is our firg

p
self,
gons and daughters, he will not forgd
those who have almdﬁ

former dispensations.
wiil be connected; and the last dispenss.
tion of the [ullness of times will hawe

cords

' to come forth in the

organizalion, after perfecting it as much |

ciple of righteousness, and doing
every iniquitous practice, they shall reccive
more and more of the Holy Spirit, with its

times ten thousand stood before him, gng
the books were opened. And many
are to be accomplished when this preg;
fenernl assembly of immortal bein

rom

heaven, commuunicating w

who are mortal here upon the eaith, [,

other words, eve:ry man in that immoriy)
host, among tho;e that shall come dowy
and every man among {j
mortal host, will understand his place ang
atioy

rogenitag and when be shall reveal him.
to set in order all of his righteon

passed throug
very dispensatio

glven to them the keys and powers,
knowledge, and understanding, and re
velations to know how to weld every link,
in order that the entire chaln may be
completed and made perfect.

Moreover let us now come back to the
living. - We -are -commanded to build
temples. Why? what is the great object
of building temples in this dispensation?
It is to effect the accomplishment of the
very work Ihavehinted at; thevery work
of organization that must be completed,
by the time the Ancient of Days shall come;
the very wor< that must be introduced,
that the children may be more ectly
cemented with the fathers of all the form- |
er dispepsations; and that the Saints of
all former dispensations may understand
the work that is being done by thelr chiid-
ren on their beball, 8o that when the heay-
ens shall reveal thew, they will find things
ready to receive them. fore that
I have no doubt, the generation will have
passed away that were living in 1829; but
all things will be added to those revels-
tions that the Lord gave to that generation,
namely, the records of the ancient Ne-
phites; they existed in great numbers and
are of t- importance, records kept by
their Kings, records of the history of the
Nephites for over a thousand years, re-
of their procecedings and of the
that God bad revealed to them
and not permitteci
ays of weakness
records that revealed all things from the
foundation of the world to the end thereof,
records that were kept when Jesus ad-
ministered to the Nephites, the ninety-
ninth part of which was not written by
yvormon, all of which are to come forth.
What for? Io teach the Latter-day
how to organize, how to be
the things that rrecoming. Then we will
know something abeut what is termed
the United Order, when we get+-hold of
these records of the experience of the
Nephites for 165 years in the Order; the
experience of the people of this great
western hemisphere, from the northem
to the sounthern extremlity; they will have
Jeft some records of their acts and dolngs |
that cannot fail to be of great worth to
the people of theee latter times.

But first, eays the Lord, “I will try my
people; I will perfect them; I will s
whether they will be obedient to my com
mapdments; 1 will reveal to them little iy
little; 1 will give them line upon line; |
will impart a little light upon this subject
and upon the other subject; and if my
people shall enquire of me, in relation fo
these things, then I will teach them still
more, giving them another linec and an-
other precept; { will issue forth anotber
commandment; but if they do not inquire
of me, and their hearts be found full of
covetonsness, and they feel in their hearts
to slight these things which I have given
to them, then I will withhold the greater
information; I will not let them know the
law which 1 gave to the ancient Nepunites;
[ will withhold many thlu%s caleulated to
penefit them, until they learn the things
that they are alrcady taught. Bat when
they become obedient students, obedient
men and women of God,obedient te my
commandmentg, hearkening to the voice of
my servants, giving heed to the whisper-
ings of my apirit, doing away wilh
covetousnees, then I will reveal more; I
will introduce more and more of the
principles of the Uaited Order, necessary
to govern the people, and 10 prepare them
for the great day of the Lord, which is to
cumE.

In the Pezinning of the dispensation it
is neccessary that there should be chosen
vesecls, raised up on purpose to bear wit
ness of the things of God, to lay the
foundation, and to establish the Gospel in
the earth. To do this, it is necessary that
these witnesses, though inexpericuced,
shou!d receive revelations and administra-
tion of angels, that they may testify, that
there may be sufliclent evidence, or sufl-
cient number of witnesses sent forth, that
the Lord may be jastified, in the great day
of judgurent, in ud&inF the people. Bul
how dangerous it or people to see
heavenly visions, and receive the ministra:
tion of angels in thelr ignorance. How
dangerous for people in their ignorance fo
obey the gospell Yet shall we say thal
they shall not obey it, because they ure
very ignorant? No. Let them step forth
with all their hearts and obey the Gospel,
that they may be putl in possession «f the
Holy Ghost; then if they will geck to cul:
tivate their minde, cherishing that Spirit
in their hearls and developing every prin:

away

things
records that were gecre

Saints
repared for

gifts. So in regard to these heayenly
maunifestations.

In the ycar 1829 Ohver Cowdery,
David Whitmer and Martin Harris
were chosen as witnesses to hchold the
angel of God; to behold the plates in the
hands of the augel; to gaze upon thean-
cient engravings, and to bear the voice of
the Lord, at the same time, proclaiming t0
them, that the plates had been tranelated
correctly, and commanding them to bear
record of the eame to all peoples, nations




