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TO FILL IN THE EAST RIVER

Thornsoma A Edion Proclaims a Gigantic But Practical W arId V oDder

I

T7f ilaIs Ibe bellobellat ofor ThomasThoma A
r

Inventor that a1 decadede alltilII
ththeII
nm raft wwa maymA constructon

J
u r arilamt under tKthe Kant river willr 11 tbe

fl lIltint to relieve the
h11 hahlhat hitherto kkeptpt peaeo with thethe-

e

the-

sotiys r growth raysayay the NewNte W York10rk

world IIII lMserial with sixIe 1 un

rrrfr thethIh riverArse bed and fourour or hugohogo

fV IUAgess inIII fiJI WaitMust aboveab w It each with

nfof po e K taa-

thetiethe glut and1111 gorgeorle ofor transit now
end ofat thatho1t sPeenen atal the

4 klklynn bridge will silleUll existaxial
saysgays MrIr Edison In effect i

MI lyiy thing thatthet will remain to10 fobfo-

r

bebe-

rrr willSII ill be to flUnu Inln ththe HutHalt riverriver-

nn runtime IliIhohi ManhManhattanit n etre ti1
If BrookI

lu ofot social renditionsconditions who

t watchedal the growthroth ofor this cityell
thehr1 peatpaal 16IK yearslJ rs will callall MrIr IM14IM-

i
dd-

rir sII dream anairI Idle amone

Mr byb yearar theIh EastBast riverrim IsIa baboba-

e

bo-

i
be-

morei eg more and motmoreInore otof an
i the treefreere movement ofor twoto hugehURe
I1 ionsInnet Neither ferrite nor bridges

If 5 LiedII IIOto do away with the ever
imstogmg congestionlOnS

hugehu e bridge waswwwas-
andtf d1 and lo an apparently new-

t
newnene-

fft bridge1 travelerstraveler up andand-
i

and-
oo i itU almost tuto ItsileII whitewilliwilli-

tt Aid1 ravening army continued toto-

rr around the Manhattan endnd oforor-

IditdIdA bridge

yearnyear before the subway waswan
t theIhl elevated railroads carriedcarded lM
fIl au r dally TheTh subway wwaiwaar

forwardran toII orOl quick ami per-
t

perr
t anent reliefe let The subwayubay hatshiu beebass

J and s 711 OW
JKorageTerS a dayilay yyetttt theth elevated roadsroad havehIbated notnOI a Jotlot In theth pressure ofor their
enormous ir

What then IslaI to10 beixJ theth ultimate end
ofoC this everrr Increasing and never end
IlgIII crush Whenhen nilitih theth tunnels are

and nil the bridges1 areIr builtbuill andami
OIledfilled with trolleys andInd the humanhumn tidellda
Continues tuis roll In unabated
through and over them all when NewXeNew-
YorkYorkork sitsJill Up aman takes breath endand1 lookslooklook-
aroundaround what will remain to be doneone

Whati Indeed but to followollow MrIr RIll
sonseons Idea andInd tillfill Inht the RantEast river

ThisThie will meanmeen anen engineering teatfeat
teetergreater than the digging of01 the PanaPallaPana-
ma

Palla-
llamalla canalcalla I and fartar moremurem lre costly It will

Ilftie a11 gigantic problem practically InIn-

volving
in-

volving the reconstruction ofor fta11 great
l of the a1 doing awaya withlIh
greatret shippingchipping fiera

docksdock and warehouseI hOIl ththe
out ofot Innumerable parka and

breathing places1 forCor the jpeopleople

ttit would InvolveInvolve theIh condemnation
artr 11 purchase ofot great properties along
theth river front the IssueUc ofot hundredshundred ornror-

mm ofor dollars In bonds and the bitbit-
erterer antagonism ofoC thousands ofor

whoho althoughalthou h financially interested
knowlinowImo nothing and care nothing fortoror theIho
dally congestion between Manhattan
andaDd Brooklyn

The undertaking would Minetne
the pumping out and filing InIn-

otofot nearly eight squareequate rollermile ofot river
bed to an average depthdt th from the waWIwa-
ter

we-
terter surface ofoe S feet asAftaa well11 RHas the
transportation ofnf millionsmillion tf cubic
yards nfoCn earth and stone

Couldfould Greaterbeater rk undertake and
fairy through u h a1 MoetHostro t
Mur dl SeveralS civil engineers dur

lingingIn the postpastrl 1 yeara have aJeald that
suchouch an1111 undertaking Inis mainly a quesqueeques-
tionliontion ofor money and menmanman-

ItIt Isle feasible veryer feasible theyIh MaaMy
MmMen who at present may regard such
aitRil as81 chhn within 20to
yearsaro will ItI within the ordi-
nary

ordi-
narynaryliAr scorescope ofor financial and engineering

Newew viik IsII rapidlyrapidI developing Into
a city greater thus the world has emever
known It 1Ila likeHUe a1 1101 awakening
glintgiant who doesdorsdOl not fullylull realize hishll
strength and rowerpower

KvEvenn now we11 ifof at yearlyrl
budbudgett1 ofvi nearlynearl aI feattat thatIhal
noflu other city In theIbe work equateequal WithWith-
InInlu 100 yyeastaw when weI mayml begin to10 futflitfut-

ure
fig-

oreorelire the tasktalk ofat filling
InIII the BaEastl river this budget
Ing In ratio to the Increase ofot popula-
tionliontion should amount tota fullyfUll
aAuryear

ThinThIll tremendous revenue will enableIna
theUie city ila carryart out
tremendous undertakings AstI hUllhas beenbell

l1 outOUI by one writer It hashn gonegon
i

past theth village to10 spending
monolonomoney all1111It needsnow Inis to learnIrn nowhow I

to10 spend Itt tightlyrightly It Isla spending moremorl
foror Eat river brill e alone than PerIr
Ideaklea laid outnut onnn thethi monuments ofIt ththe
Acropolis There laI growing upII nonn
longer slowly asII In theIii pastpartJA t hutbut with
dally accelerating SP I Ha popular dede-

termination
IIl

termination that these millionsmillion hall
bring uue asall fullull a returnn to theIh corncomcom-
munity aesa they would to a IndiIndIndi-

vidualvidual
According totn theIh estimate made by

CalvirtChUt Tompkins ofIt hethe Municipal Art
theth In the popu-

lation
lO U

lationlallon durina lhthe nextnut IS15 years willwill-

be
will-

be
will-

bebe not lensleas thanIhn toro0 perr cent
ThueThu vent with a WIII perpcr rentnl Increase4

In facilities across1110 theth reetKa t rivrhriv-

erer the congestion will remain Just asIUas-

It
as-

itItI Iti atAI present Where the Increase oft
population1 may continue uninterrupt-
edlyedlyedl forlor lOG years the Increase In trl
firfin facilities betweenfI Manhattan
Brooklyn IsU bound to tomecome to10 aH bolt
long before that tinttint-

ee

TheTh McitylIyy will then standtAnd tarfare to facefac
withlIh theIh problem outlined byII MrairIr EEUEdlEU-

h

ll

h

In cfofIt the lastl river In
eacheuch an undertaking the government
would undoubtedly In uuponn aIL
King leftfl foror the passage ofDC war
liI to andalII rum1011 thethi naIla yard I

WouldlIld thenIhen become an sort ofot secluded
lakeIRke Such na canal would behi Uccs users
wirynaryJ ar from an1 strategic point ofot tl MkWI

the canal across theth isthmus ofIf lanTan
Ninalima It11 couldfluId beb spanned with drawdraw-
bridgesbridges atRt the Intersection ofot everytr
streett1 IfIC nestnecessaryf asAftn n Its useueU s I bybI i thet 1 h e
navynB would trotnot Interfere materially
wIth

The natural boundaries litofl 11 filled
InIII I ofot the river would behe frontfrom
theIll butterybattery to10 Islandbland andami
thence n ro channel to
Brooklyn on the south on the north
fromCrom Brooklyn amiss liedHell latetele toiiito-

WardsWards Island and fromtron Wards Island
totl Manhattann

The In portion would1 consist ofor
betweenn sixaIxIx and righteight equine and01
would coatt lt according toin someIOme eatestiesti-
mates

III
matesmale between andInd

Whoa once completed however
the greatfrent undertaking would practi-
cally

practi-
callycally payPA foror inIt theIhl oft
four or live squarequart mUfti oflit madeiliadI lendlandland-
In

lend-
InIn the heart ofor tnthe greatest eityIll In theInn
world It would add millionsmilli me ftof dollarsdollAr
to11 the assessedE ofot properlypro rt

The1111 griat pmj now
lt d dongalong theIlle shorehot front would

bebr forcedtort 1 loto find quarters further upliP
along the sound or on theIh boreschores ofl
Jamaica bayhibay-

TheTIltThe portion ofot theUH rvriverr
would become oneoile ofot the mostmo l attrac-
tivetiveIlse portionspar nil ofot thethi city revered asee itfl
would bebf with parksparka and boulevards
andnd 11

AAplinplan hashll already bobeenn recommend
nlM forCor beginning this work by filling InIn-

the
In-

thethehf waterWIlier betweenb Manhattan shorehope
and IslandInland thus
log tll communication bbe
Greentw n the two

There would notnol necessarily behe anyan
halt In the continuedC building ofoC unun-
derground

un-
derground roadsroad even during the filltillfill-

IngfogIng in ofot the riverrhu
WithIth the work In pr grees sewers

fortor eleelectric ii-

for
p oar

forCoror freight expressfextprellTess a ijI 1 passengers

could bbe built endand lO r without enIllen-

tailing
en-

tailingtailing anyon delaydela
ThThe M auty it fr the alnr t h ofr Ity

mad would rotii t1 i rwhf impairimpair-
ededd byh theIh 11 tr the tourfour great

ll atoneabove theiholh filledd iiHIHI-

I

n

river Kven If not useusedl asxe arteries titofif
I asHe at t theythoyIh y IIe

1 1t i andlid endueendurendur-
inginglog aerial gardsm fortor ththe people

TheTh titi enehen-

ableableahle kos ir atenManhattanl t tulu x tau 1 1 InIn-

steadstead ofnrf building skyward business enIll
would spread out overtI f I thatthit

portiont nn-

ed
ofot theth river that Isla nown w Louthoundnd

wlId on theth north byhy Island
and on theth south byhy lelend

Vtrynry few nfot N w Yorks e r
attic1110 the thatth l have1

alreadyd t place In theIhl totopographyhy
ofoC theth cityIll In WitWayay of outnot1

and filling In theelevations and d preapr s

slopeIons that formerly exlexistedte ll-

OverOverOr tinthe11 swamp sadand hills andanaan
streamsstream that were oncenn features ofor ththe
landscape great havh beon

F trero tI from FirstFirs
avenue totJ the river IsIII practically
land The tidelet onceon rippled tbIhthe
east eilf nfnt herrhenry atrel whereh re

kd tt l tutIwo
TheseThee changes b have taken 1111

gradually andnd almost Imperceptibly
woulduld hovehaveh tieteenn regardedr f IIIass Impossi-
ble

f

bItble ofot achievementIrh had thet h workork beenbeatbe 1

undertaken sru a lump jobJohjob-

In
Job-

InIn theth opinion ofnt manyman competentnt
contractor and engineers IfIt the city

shouldhoultS tallall11 a belth on theIh
water I ami llil a saltII It water
svsystemtm for Ares thusthu ththe

OW 1 for a-

new
at

newrew water theibeIh pr work
ofIf filling In thet eatKastI river could evertr
slowrow thibe commenced
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