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THE celebration OF THETH

TWENTY FOURTH

THE celebration yesterday was an oc
cation that will not be soon forgottenforgot teno
being one of the mostmoat joyous hearheartyy
and general that has ever taken place
among the people of this city the
weather was very fine and everything
seemed to combine to mikemake the occasion
pleasurable

at sunrise a pioneer salute of awen
ty four guns was fired by a detachment
of artillery which waswaa followed by the
raising of flags on public buildings
throughout the city

the day and sabbath schools met at
their respective ward halls at am
and organized under theithe direction of
their superintendents and teachers
and proceeded to the new tabernacle

the pioneers twelve bishops terr-
itorialritorial county and city officers met
at the city hall at a m and from
there proceeded escorted by capt crocrox12xa
alls band and the committee to the
tabernacle

proceedings AT THE tabernacle
duringD the seating of the audience

about ten thousand in number the
tenthT th ward brass band playedplaced popular
airs

MUSIC Tabetabernaclemaclemacie choir
PRAYERbyby the chaplain elder

dWoodruff
music capt Croxalls band

ELDEReldenELDER ORSON PRATT
in accordance with thetho programme of
the celebration delivered an oration
he dwelt on the difficultiesdifficultfes which had
to be encountered by the pioneers to
and the first settlers in these valleys
he also spoke at some lenth on the di-
vine nature of the principles which
have been embraced by the latter day
saints elder pratt not having been
notified soon enough was unable to pre-
pare an oration for the occasion and
his remarks being extemporaneous he
requested that they should not be pub-
lished as delivered but in the reporterreporterss
language owing to lack of time we
haye been unable to prepare them and
have been compelled very reluctantly
to omit their insertion

SONG J D T mcallister hurrah
hurrah the cormonsmormons have a name y

was encored
the following speech was made by

HON GEO A SMITH
the of july 1847 if I1 recollect

aright was the sabbath the pioneer
company had spent one day after their
arrival fairly in the valley A water
ditch had been constructed and a damput in the creek a little plowing had
been done several plows were broken
in the first hour owing to the dry state
of the soil trying to plow without irri-gating A few seeds were planted but
the work was very difficult the sab-
bath was a day of rest the party con-
sisting of one hundred and forty threepioneers a few women and two or three
children got together to a meeting with-
in theth circle of our corral there being
no other more convenient pulpit dis-
courses were delivered from a gun car-
riage and this was our first days wor-
ship the sacrament was administer-
ed bread and water being distributed
to the congregation the laud was dedi
bateded and hearty thanks returned to themostostu

1 high god lor the privilege of
kneeling downwn in peace uninterrupted
by enemies or the howl of mobs and
out of the reach of their violence wor-
shiping god in the way he had ap-
pointed the country wasswaff barren
naked and uninhabited except by a few
nearly nude indians there was no
provisions to be obtained except that
which we had brought from beyond
the missouri river it was under these
circumstances that our first days wor-
ship in the valleys of the mountains
was celebrated

when we look back at the history of
our puritan fathers who landed on the
shores of new englandel they being
nonconformistsnon conformists and compelled to leave
their home and country we find them
generally very zealous men very de
voutand jealous of their religious rights
and privileges they settled in a wilder-
ness country but enjoyed many faaili

ties that we did not enjoy in this desert
the heavens condescendeddescendedcon to water
their lands with rains the bays rivers
inlets and seasbeas around them abounded
with fish the ocean formed a highway
by which they could sendbend the timber
fish and other produce to market and
bring them supplies from other coun-
tries these circumstances were in
their favor and as if god had prepared
the way before them just previous to
the landing of the pilgrim fathers a
pestilence swept through the indian
tribes of new england and destroyed
great numbers of them reducing
whole nations of indians to a few scat-
tered families this no doubt prevent-
ed serious wars and diffIcultdifficultiesiesles which
would have otherwise taken place our
pilgrim fathers undertook to establish a
most rigid religious community they
were brought in contact withwith the
mother country in consequence of their
conformitynonconformitynon to the established faith
of the english church and for genera-
tions were compelled to submit to in-
dignities insults abuse and annoy-
ances on that account they were how-
ever in their way rather tyranni-
cal for whenever any persons among
them were disposed to criticisecriticismcriticise
their faith introduce new kinds of
doctrine and make innoinnovationsvatious in man-
ners or language they were treated
with rigor and were whipped impris-
oned banibanished or put to death with
all the strict discipline of these puri-
tans their children degenerated to a
great extent running into a great va-
riety of excesses after the latter
day saints had been sifted five or six
times the prophet tarred and feath-
ered in hyrum portage county dri-
ven from kirtland ohio by persecu-
tion driven from jackson and clay
counties mo expelled from the state of
missouri from illinois and eastern
iowa deprived of all their property in
these several drivings they had dobe-
come to a considerable extent sifted
so that those who came here were
generally zealous and faithful in their
hearts to the glorious cause in which
they had enlisted they were brought
however in contact with new trials
almost immediately many were hun-
gry others who hadhad but a scanty
share of food were compelled to divide
their morselmor of bread with their breth-
ren and for years no person in the
territory scarcely dare eat a fullfall meal
of food but they were healthy and
god blessed them smiled upon and
prospered thelandthem and modified the cli-
mate there were very few who be-
lieved it possible to raise peaches or
any delicate kind of fruit seeds were
planted however by the advice of
president young and they came forth
after a contention or two with the
crickets which destroyed the first nur-
series and so rigorous was the climate
that the tops of the trees were killed
generally from one to three feet every
season with the frost and it was
several years before the climate
became such that the peach tree
would escape injury from the frost
the same was the case with other fruitsfruit
which have spread abroad from this
place into all the valleys in the ter-
ritory and are now raised in many lo-
calitiescalities where formerly severe frosts
could be expected every month in the
year the lord having blessed and
tempered the elements for our good
has a right to claicialclaimmatourat our hands aduea due
obedienceto the holy principles of sal-
vation which he hashug revealed unto us
he brought us here poor robbed of our
inheritances by intolerant men who
deprived us of all that we possessed
we were almost naked and barefoot
we wore the skins of beasts and raw-
hide soles thus we struggled in the
midst of difficulties but the lord bless-
ed and fed us in the midst of the desert
he sent supplies to us and
enabled us to extend protection shel-
ter and food and the necessaries of
life to thousands of our countrymen
thousands and thousands would ave
perished on a dilvilgrimagepilgrimage to the west
for gold the lord gave us the power
to preserve the lives of our fellow coun-
trymen and aid them on their journey
to california with all these blessings
shallshail we be forgetful of our great and
glorious dutiesdetles the smile of heaven
has been upon us herohere we have en-
joyed religious liberty the privileges of
thehe constitution guaranteeguaranteed and made
sacred to us by the blood of our fore-
fathers shed in the revolutionary cause
to extend protection and liberty of cons-
cience which we now enjoy though
denied to us in the states from winch
we were driven we have here hadbad
the privilege of enjoying them and un-
der all circumstancesitsid laits our duty to
extend liberty of conscience to every
personperron whoever he may be who may
reside under the dominion of our influ-
ence

and we must ever remember that the
holy principles of our religion which
have been revealed to us for cur salva
ticati must be respected and observed
that we must live diligently in the dis-
charge of those great duties and abide
in the faith wherein christ ha
us free set before our children an ex-
ample of temperance patience forbear-
ance industry and obedience to the
commandments of god in all things
that life intelligence and the blessings
of eternal life may be continued through
our children to all future generations
while we consider these things we
have every reason to rejoice although
the settlements have met with many
obstacles some difficulties with the
indians have been entailed upon us
which we could not control emigrants
passing through the country would oc-
casionallycasio nally shoot down an indian rob
somebome squaw or commit some other out-
rage and pass on their way and the
friends of the indians who ladhadbad been
killed or injured would seek redress at
the hands of the settlers many diffi-
culties of this kind have had to be metyet an amount of peace and harmo-
ny with the natives has been preserved
which far exceeds what I1 believe can
be found on the record of any otherstate or territory and is a record of
which we have every reason to be
proud we have had to contend sever-
al times with the devouring insects

when mr morrill in conversation
with me in 1856 told me it was his in-
tention to put through congress an act
to punish and prevent polygamy I1 re-
marked that if congress passed an act
to prevent water from running out of
our cafcaicanonslonsions and enforced it it would
break up our settlements finfir we could
not live without water to irrigate our
lands god has given us the water heile
has blessed it and we rejoice in it and
we have only to continue in the obser-
vance of faith and obedience to the
principles of the gospel of jesus christ
that we may enjoy life everlasting alidand
that we may enjoy peace fislid harmony
and the privileges of the constitution
of our country and do what hashs been
predicted of us by our great prophet
and martyredmarty red founder of our church I1joseph smith namely that when theth
principles of the constitution shouldshould
be torn in pieces and trampled under
foot by the people that the latter day
saints would step forward and in a
manner becoming their high and holy
calling bear off triumphantly those glo-
rious principles for which our fathers
bled and preserve them intact trans-
mitting them as a priceless inheritance
to future generations which may god
grant for christs sake amen

music by martial band
next followed an address by

PRESIDENT YOUNG
while I1 am making my remarks I1

sincerely request the attention of the
congregation I1 desire them to keep si-
lence let there be no whispering nor
talking to each other nor moving of
feet and if the babies can out noise
me why it will be because my lungs
have grown weak

I1 am disposed to refer to a little ifJ
the history of this people called LKlaj
ter day saints in their journey to these
valleyvalleys of the mountains in the first
place making this statement omesome
five times the first members of this
church have suffered the loss of all
things for their religion this has been
my case I1 have been forfortunatedunate enough
to accumulate around me the comforts
of life from the time that I1 first started
in business five times I1 have forsa-
ken all my gordly goods for christsChristlq
sake last of all we had to pull
up stakes and pack up whatever we
could and leave the state of illinois
for vers island or some
other piaoniao though it wawabwag our de-
sign to come to the valleys of the great
basin in the interior of america this
was the understanding of the few but
the masses knew nothing about where
we werewera going three members of
congress visited us in the fall of 1845
josephjoaeph was killed in 1844 these mem-
bers of congress visited us making a
request on behalf of the congress and
people of the united states that we thejhb
latter day saints should leave the con-
fines of their territory upon this we
sat flowndown in council and directed letters
to every governor in every state and
territory in the union asking them
and their legislatures if they would
grant us an asylum within their do-
mains two of tense gentlemen deign-
ed to answer our letters but the residue

held us in respect by their silence or in
disgrace whichever we have a mind to
calleail it but there was no place for the
latter day saints

now this is the history of thisthia people
irmay be painful for us to speak
or to hear of it nevertheless these are
the facts when we had completedcompletedourour
work and were ready to take up the
line of march from nauvoo we crossed
the river in the dead of winter A few
crossed in january the most part in
the first days of february and soonso on

i into march and april making our
camps on the west of the missis-
sippi biverriver facing to the west
we marched from time to time as we
could in consequence of storms bad
roads and being entirely destitute of
provisions gehad torosend men down
into the settlements to work to get us
a little provisions so that we could trav-
el another hundred miles we jour-
neyed thus till we came to a place where
we stopped and built a little town called
garden grove here we tarried for a few
weeks plowed up considerable ground
put in u good deal of seed made many
hundred rods of fence built perhaps
one hundred or one hundred aud fifty
log cabins and the poor that we could
take no furthfurthererwetweswe left in those cabinswee then took the line ofaf march f r the
west

while on burwayour way to the missouri
riverriver homesome kind of ait blint whether itlt
was intuitive knowledge prescience or
promptness of intellect no matter
something told mome that the govern-
ment of theUnited states would make a
demand on the camp of israel for troops
to go into the mexican war vitkit thegod of heaven did not reveal aittoit to me
I1 should like to know who did

we marched on and built another
town called mount pisgah stopped and
built houses put in our beedseed grain left
the poor that we could take no farther
and took up the line of march for the
missouri river when we were about
eight miles off the missouri river with
perhaps fifteen hundred wagons a
gentleman named alienallen who was a
captain in the army from fort
leavenworth made his appearance
in our camp we called a council of
the first men of the camp we as-
sembled ourselves together he read a
few documents from the government
the war department required us to fur-
nish five hundred men to go to the
mexican war my first thought was
yes as it had been before then

when I1 realized and saw men women
and children destitute of provisions and
three hundred miles from where we
could obtain any I1 said in my heart I1would seeeeek ee them in a warm place first I1did not say it aloud as I1 do now on
mature reflection I1 said to my brethrenwe will beat them at their own game
we will furnish the men we fur-
nished them fivenive hundred and three
men and we selected our best maamen for
officers they were enrolled audand took
their line ot march with a few mem-
bers of their families to fort leaven-
worth

this caused a serious break in our
camps by the time all this was accom-
plishedshed many of us were across the
missouri river boso we made winterquarters and stopped there through thiethe
winter in the month of march
before we started for the west
a government agent came to our camps
he was a superintendent of indian af-
fairs and talked a little with us said
he mr young do you know that we
cannot permit you to stay this side of
the river this is indian ground we
were then on the west side othe river
with the omaha indians for neighbors
they lived right in our neighborneighborhoodhod
lived with us that is camped in our
yards we defended them in many in-
stances from other small tribes said
he 1I dont see but that we willwui have
to remove toyou to the other bideside of the
river it sasaidsaldid I1 1atI am herehereonon the westwelt
side of thothe missouri riverbiver with what
few of myray brethren and sisters I1 could
get we have left many in nauvoo and
our settlements back but we are here
now we have got comfortable
forfoi our families soon we are going to
start for the west foto find a location
where we can place our families out of
danger of mobs and as for my gogoingingang
back to the other side of the river andtaking my family and thesacheso camps I1will inform you that I1 shant go therethreand if the government of the unitedstates hunt us here and afflict our fam-
ilies while we are gone to find an asylum
for them I1 will hunt them all the rest
of my lifeson help me god I1 applause
he made MsAs returns then and thethenwent to washington he said thisthia mryoung was a ststrangerainge man I1 told him
that we were required by those men
who came to see us from the congress
of the united states to leave their con


