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CHRIST AND MAN

how far the atonement of christ is
available in its application to mans
redemption tois a ququestion that has been
dibdiscussedCUssed by far reaching minds both
in the light of theory mudand of revela-
tion on the possibility and hope of
redemption depends entirely the virtue
and efficacy of the atonement it
virtually becomes the alpha and
omega the very foundation upon
which must be reared the entire
structure of the christian religion
and without a correct
a true conception of this principle
there can be no living faith no abid-
ing hope in mans redemption from hisbis
fallen and sinfol condition deprived
of his fathers presentepresenoe and favor ft

the life character and mission of
jesus christ to earth presents such a
contrast with that of ordinary man
that it has been difficult to recognize
the fact that they are of the samegame
family children of the same father
and destined to the same inheritance in
the same glory ilehe tois full of wisdom
love and works of righteousness the
other otof folly hate and wickedness
the one posspossessemingsing all power both in
heaven and on earth the other sub-
ject to the infirmities of life and even
death without even power to dedeliverlivor
the one clothed with t owercower to lay
towndown his life and take it again
the other in bondage to both sin and
death temporal and spiritual the one
promising eternal life to all who would
believe on him the other destitute of
vaneven hope of obtaining it but by and
through his intercession and favor
the one covenanting to live without
sinin that by virtue of his innocence
his life might be an acceptable sacri-
fice to offer for a ransom of the guilty
the one by whom the world and they
who inhabit it were made and by
whom alone man can be redeemed
the one by his life and the power of
his example declaring that he is god
with us and that by virtue of his
divine mission and redeemredeeming rg power
man may recognize his true relarelationtiari
and dependence upon the efficacy of
the atonement made by him and ac-
cepted by the father for mans re-
demptiondemp tion and restoration to all that
had by sin been lost

from the condition entailed upon
thehe entire human race by the transgres-

sion of oneone it waswag decreed that all
shouldhould be redeemed through the obed-

ience of one that as in one all died

spirituallyily by being cast out from the
fathers9 presencepreeenoe sotgo inh one should all
be made alive and come back into hishie
presence again

the atonement therefore as
far reaching in its redeeming power asaa
was the fall in its consequence other-
wise it would be incomplete only par-
tial in its application and when and
where and to whom it would be in-
operative could never be determined
this once admitted as being possible
would Irdestroy all faith in the mercy
and justice of god as one who toIs no
respecter of persons I1

the atonement was madimade and
accepted by the father for the express
purpose of bringing man back into the
presence of hamakerhibiff maker consequently
must be applicable to man during the
entire period of time he must endure
banishmentbaBishment from that presence
whether in the body or to the spirit
out of the body until they as
the soul of man in immortality come
to the immortal presence where there
will be no more death as there was
none before

this involves the extent or limits of
the claim of mercy upon the creature
before reaching the bounds of justice
for one can never be permitted to tres-
pass upon the other these two differ-
ent attributesattributest of deity have each their
active field ofef operation and are never
found in conflict with each other

mercy extends just as far as the
atonement is efficacious and so long as
that is applicable to the creature he tois
within tho jurisdiction of mercy and
may lay claim to all its advantages
and powers by complying with the
terms which are faith repentance an
obedience these demand and secure
forgiveness with devinn power

none are entirely out of the reach of
redemption by virtue of christchristisIs atone-
ment until they become angels to the
devil they can only become such by
first knowingknow ag that jesus Jsis the christ
by faith and obedience to his will and
receiving the holy ghost and then
altogether turning away from and de-
nying him by which they put him to
an open shame and virtually crucify
him afresh to themselves and assentanent
to the shedding of his innocent blood

this places all such in a more fear-
ful condition even than the
jews were in when they actual-
ly accomplished hisbis death jesus
prayed the father to forgive them for
they knew not what they did but
for those who harehave once known him

that he isie the redeemer by the holy
ghost which bears witness of both
the father and the son there is no
forgiveness in this world nor in the
world to come it is written of all
such that where god and christ dwell
they cannot come worlds without end
they are not only deprived of the
fathers presence lost to redemptionsons
power but the end of their torment and
suffering no man knows it has not
been nor ever will be revealed to man

all others than these whatever be
their condition whether in this world
or in the world to come or the spirits
in the paradise of god the mercy of
god by virtue of christs atoniatoningjag
blood has claim upon them

mercy considered as a principle or
as an attribute of deity is from ever-
lasting to everlasting the mercy of
god en dureth forever it is the great
distinguishing feature of his charac-
ter in dealing with his children it is
evidence of his love under the in-
fluence of which justice is ever
administered but in its application to
individual merit it only follows such
acts of the children of men as are
prompted by the same spirit as is in
him who tois the fountain and source
thereof acts of love are acts of mercy
and the test of love is keeping the jaw
no wilful violation of law has mayany
claim on mercy justice ever demands
a vindication of the law and to aiap-
pease that demand the penalty attach-
ed must be endured by suffering
such penalty the transgressor atonesatone
for hisbis individual guilt when mercy
again claims the creature as free from
the bondage of sin and within the
realm of her loving kindness and re-
deeming power

for their individual sinssine all men
may endure the punishment affixed to
the violation of each and every lawjaw of
their being and exaltation and where
justice is satisfied they may by re-
pentancepen tance and obedience be restored to
the mercy and grace of god and learn
as david did that their souls shall not
be left in hell because gods holy one
did not see corruption

by virtue of his power over death
and acquiring all other power both in
heaven and on earth he will at last
when he acuaccounts to the father have
the honor and glory of saying of all
thou hastbust given me I1 have lostloat none
save those who are sons of perdition P

all will be permitted to dwell in some
one of the many mansions which are
prepared inFathersthe house horne


