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THEthu PROFESSOR MARRYING A

COOK

some years since when I1 was in col-
legele we had amongst our faculty a
curious personage whom everyoneevery one re-
garded with considerable respect alidand
yet as a character siti generis ileiio had
lived many years without a wife and
expectedexpacted to live so always indeed as
liehe was tilethe professor ofmathematicsthetho
abstraction of illshis science forbade liisills in-
dulging in the idea of getting married
to tiletiie female sex therefore lie show-

ed no other reregardard than comilloncommon po
lieslles required his character in tillsthis

particular was purely negative of
course hovasllelie was popular witwithlithethe ladies
aadand they kept themselves at a distance
from him but circumstances that
oftenaften bring about a match in other cas-
es placed him iliin a peculiar dilemma
itsIt cseemedemed was laid
upon him to get married ilehe was one
atoct the faculty of the college all the
other professorsprofessora were married and
obliged to entertain the distinguished
visitorsv 3 of tilethe institution ilehe had al-
ways boarded of course it ex-
pected of him that hohe should ever give
a party or a dinner but it began to be
regardeddedasAS rather mean in him toshiroto shirk
oft this matter from year to yearIyearear and
wellveil obrasoff as lie was to throwthrow
upon the other members of theilic faculty
the bostanacostanacost and trouble of entertaining the
specialspeends friends and patrons of thetile col-
lege the question was therefore fre-
quentlyq eliteilt asked

why the old miser enter-
tain some of the distinguished visitors
that visit us

now our professor a miser at
all and it often troubled him to think
lie was so situated that lie bear
hisjart of thetile burden and yet what
could liehe do must helie get married
and if so to whomom helianhe had no special
regard for any one in thetile vicinity of thetile
college and no one hadllad any special re-
gardard for him in aihis1 s younger days holie
hadad seen at school ai young lady iliin the
cityalty of new york in whom liehe had felt
a peculiar interest but of herlier liehe had
not heard for years doubtless before
this time she was married or inili her
grave possibly however she wadwaiwaitstillwas still
living and waiting for himhiml glorious
thought chevashe was quite relieved at it
though indeed there might be no foun-
dation forsor liisills relief nevertheless he
would make due inquiry nor could ho
lonlong delaty for commencement day was
at hand onlyonly A week off it was ills
turn or ratlerrather it would be if lie was
married to give tilethe great dinner to thetiie
distinguished personages who would be

resent oilon thetile occasion there wouldeeEe the governor of the state and his
lady the trustees of tilethe institution andanti
their friends and others of equal repute
but whowilo should bobe master of ceremo-
nies and whowiio should grace thetiie tabletabie
he could square thetiie circle perhaps but
such a circle as this what could lie do
with it ifjf lie were only married what
a helpmeet would luisliis wife be at such a
time and yetsetct illsliis wife must be a good
looking accomplished and intelligent
lady otherwise mhd blank would be a
blot

now there was a young lady in thetile
neighborhood that thetile professor thought
mimightlit ansanseranswercr ilehe hadllad seen her at hisills
boardinghouseboardingboarding house and spoken to herlicronceonce
or twice

but asileshe may say no and if she
did where in creation thought liehe

could I1 hideilide myray head and thentilen whatwha
would become of the dining the
Govgovernorenior must have a dinner and lie
must have a wife and hence lie lalayy
awakeavalI1e about it all night at tile

he cried out tolitolilahimselfto lm eifelf
i liellei willwiil niI1 0 willwili shshi 1

what then other men llave lived
through it and I1 shall if not I1 shallshail
liaehave a clear conscience about the din-
ner and a clear conscience is thetile main
tilingthing after all I1 will write a note to
miss A any way it may be she will
regard it favorably 11 so the professor
sat down and wrote a1 note comissto miss A

stay a minute said lie to himself
what will the governor think of thetile
lady she is handsome and polite but
eailcan she converse can she elitentertainertain
colcotcompany doubtful said liehe to
himself iveryvery doubtful and so lie
tore uptip I1thetilo note alas foraforfon a inadiman on
tiletiie verge of matrimony iliin anail hourilour or
two however thetile professor called onoil
the President and said

1I should like to bobe absent a few
ddaysays

ailaliallali said the president just at
this time 1

yes sir I1 have my classeschles in readreadi
ness forfoe thetiie examinationexaminaeiontiou and I1 wish to
gogp to new york

has adv death occurred in the fam-
ily lt said cliofilo president

no sir said tilethe professor butlibut I1
havebave a little matter of business that rc

quires my immediate atteattention and I1
thought it best to go

you have my best wishes said the
president and may you return safely
and not alone

the professor almost smiled but
blushed rather than smiled and left the
president and hastened to new york

hishia firstfirst inquiry on hisills arrival there
was for miss adeline G the young
lady whom liehe had seen some years be-
fore ataat a school as we have mentioned

why said the respondent the
family haslias become reduced handshe is a
cook Perli aps you dont know it sllsix

A cook said liehe that is just what
I1 want

oil saidsald the lady ag we thought you
wanted something Yerseso possibly

no I1 have been half starved to
death since I1 left new york and I1
want some one that callcan cook decently

well shesile callcan do that for she scarce-
ly has herher equal iliin that line inili this
city why sir she is a cook par ex-
cellencecellence 11

and how does she iobloblookk
she is the handsomest cook in the

city too
not quite that I1 presume said the

professor but is shesilo intelligent I1
speak confidentially

intelligent shekhe is indeed sheahe
can converse like ailan angelangel 11

and asis to manners Is she accom-
plishedplispilliedshed

As graceful as an actress tl

I1 see her before that hour
1I think thateliat would be thelltheil con-

venient tatime for lierboher to call and to see
yooyon shshesho will be engaged in her duties
till then

1I willvaltwaitvait then please to tell lierher
that professor mack of virginia wishes
to see her anali oidoldoldoid acquaintance of
hers

shall I1 tell her that you wish to en-
gage a cook

you may tell her chati wish to see
her said thetile professor

what name dilyoudid you saysaydsaya
professor mack of virginia if you

pleasa madammadain I1

an everlasting conflongiong daytday wasivas before
himlim and holie had notnothingling to0 do not a
problemproblem to solve except thetile one iliin
landhand and that was one ofa doubtful so-
lution

eight at last camedame and tilethe
professor called again to see the young
lady

A cook indeed saidsald the professor
to himselfliimselfseif she is a splendid woman fit
to grace any parlor inili thetile wordworld but
howliow iliin creation should lie make known
illshis business poets theytiley say begin in
the middle of their story but professors
of mathematics where aodo they beginbagin
finally said thetho suitor miss G how
would you likeilke to go to virginia

to virginia said alicasshe as
are you not mistaken in the person
whom you wished to see

no no said helie dont you reiniaremem-
ber that weve both attended in
franklin street 11

olioiloh 1

11 said she it is george maekmack
I1 remember you well why I1
know that you were aliallalivenveILvell

and I1 have never forgottenfor otten you
ailalialiall indeed you are very kind to re-

member me so long I1 thought every
one had forgotten me in my calamities

people often think theytiley are over-
looked when trials but
it is for you to say that your present
trials areatarearc at ailan end

professor maekmack what do you mean
why I1 amain a mere I1 I1

if you have had reverses I1 have iillad
success and have the means of makinmaking0you comfortable illin life

nutbut you do not I1 is inyngy circum-
stances now zurtur I1 would not deceive

0
it boelt beav at you are

now but what youbd iiitil tobe H

but I1 havellave an aged mother profes-
sor

and I1 wish to have one she can go
too

matters were soon arranged as to time
pplace and ceremonyy andaud this beinbeingroacejaccoveror ttilelielle party were off to virginia the
professor pleased that lie hadhai solved the
matrimonial problem so easily and the
lady that slieshe was no longer at thetile
worlds bidding

iliin thetile country of virginia great ado
is made forafor a newly married couple of
course much was expected in thetile case of
thetile professor but some bird in the
air carried the story in hdadvancevaneevance that
professor mack had married a cook
what ladladyy then would call UuponPoil lierher
what society could the F F VVss of vir-
siniaginia 1havelav0 with a coocookka but the prospres
ent advised liisills wife to call upon her

out of decency at least if thetile professor
ilaalidd married a cook why liehe
1knowliolloiio v any betterbettor all thattalat liehe knew
was how to solve problems in mathe-
matics besides lie might not have
married bia cookcoo or if he had he was well

off in one respect liehe could have a good
table

pshaw said the presprospresidentsdentsbonts lalady
what doesdocs a person care about a ttabletabiee

in comparison with caste inili society
castecasto in will do well enoughC

lieho replied but since wowe must cat to
live a well roasted turkey is betterbetter than
a frifrieded chicken and a short biscuit than
an ashcake and what doesdocs allan epicure
care for ceremony agA good eupcup of couee
iais betteryou are no Virgivirginian husband
otherwise you would never say that
foforr ailarlanybody knows that nobility in a
log cabin is better than a cook in a
palacepalace

well call oilon the lady and seesec theo-
ries are often good for nothing while
practice is the sum of perfection

the Presidentess called and was
amazed thetile cook was much lierher superi-
or and she felt it

the other officers ladies having heard
that the presidents wife had called on
mrs mack were obliged according to
customrustom to follow suit 1theyI hey too wereN ere
disappointed for the new york lady

t lived in a city inili vain in mind
illin manners in accomplishments sheslie
outrankedoutranked thememallemailth 1allail besides inin respect
to family sliesile was not at all inferior
her father having had fortune once and
lost it

commencement day was now near at
hand and the great dining was to come
oft aat the professors nor was mrs
mack at all disconcerted about it she
had seen a thingtiling or two before and was
fully in herlier own ability to
meet the exigency

when the time arrived all eyes werewera
fixed oilon mrs mack how would she 1

appear in the presence of the governor
of virginia how iliin the presence of
the professors and the presidenttl and
what sort of a table would she set and
howliow would slieshe grace it could she go
through it with dignity

of course all this was enough to try
mens souls but mrs Amaekmack was per-
fectly at home

iliin etiquette in conversation in thetiie
arrangement of allail thetile
and in the formalities of thetilo occasion
she showed herself equal to thetile duties
devolving upon her and evidently in-
terestedteto tiloire governor very much by her
powers of conversation

what a charming lady said holie to
iiiilihiss wifev i fe 1iss INmrsI1 rs maekmackack and what a
table she has setget and how well bileshe
graces ittit

imymy dear husbushusbandband 11 saidsald she adoedodo
you know she is a new yorkyet cook
why she haslias been a mereinere servant for
many years

I1 know nothing about that said liehe
but if she has I1 wish every other indylady

was a servant and a newnow york cook
too we should have methinsomethingsosomething to eatcat
thenthenny my dear besides fried cchickensickenstokens
andAliand ashcakesash cakeseakes

all men are not epiopiepicureseurescures like you
governor

no but if they were they would
imitate the mathematical professor and
go to nownew york to get a wife A man

be compelled then to go tota a
saloon to get a decent dinner He could
find one at home noleanoha great rarity

THE WORTH OF COURTESY

A few years ago on a radiant spring
afternoon two men who from their
conversation appeared to be foreigners
stopped before tiiethe gate of one of our
large workshops in boston for thetile man-
ufacture of locomotive engines enter-
ing a smallsmail office thetile eldereider of thetile twotiyo
lnmen inquired of litbithiec superintendent in
attenattendancedAce if liehe would permit them to
inspect the works

you callcan paspasssinanin andd lootlook1001ac aboaboutut if
you please said the superintendent

ilij apparently at being interrupted
in aftthee peresporesper al of hiszlia newspaper he
then scanned the two strangerstrangers namorebre
closely they were respectably but
plainly dresseddressea and evidently made no
pretensions to official dignity of any
kind

Is there affyany one who can show us
over the establishment and explain
mattewmatter to ilgus asked mr wolfe the el-
der of the strangers

you must pick your own way 9gen-
tlemen

on
replied the superintendent

we are all too busy to attend to every
party that comes along illiii thank you
not to interrupt the asking
questions

it was not so much the matter as tiletife
manner of hisills replyre I1 that was offensive
to mrair wolfe ailalianduihishibs companiocompanionn it
was spoken with a certain official as-
sumption of SUsuperiorityp arity mingled with
contempt for tilthe visitors indicatingP a
haughty and selfish temper

1I think we will noo trouble you said
mr wolfe bowing and taking0 his com-
panionspailpan ionslons arm they passed out

I1 if there is anything I1 dislike it is in

civillcivilitytyr id mrj wolfe to illshis com-
panion wri ereero0 in the street
1 I do nnott bl tilerae uannaninan for not wish-
ing to see us 001 tiletiie establishment lie
is no doubt annbannlyd dilli interrupted by
many heedless vors1ors but liehe might
have th courtesy 1hemight have sentsent us atauy better content
with a gracious with an
unungracioust consentconstent ay

perhaps we liall ilaiia veeetterotter luck
here said thetile other strangstrungeindcind they
stopped before another work L of a
similar kind They were a
brisk little man thetile head eldesk0 1 apiabirjrcantly wilovilo inin reply to their request R
be shown over the establishment an-
swered oiloh yes come with me gen-
tlemen

euieufen-
itletienien this way boso saying lie hur-

ried them along thetile area strewn with
iron bars broken and rusty wheels of
ironroiiroil fragments of old cylinder into
the principal workshop here without
stopping to explain any one thing hobo
led the strangers along with tilethe evident
intention of getting rid of thein as soon
as possibleposbibiebible whenn they paused where
thetiie workmen were riveting the exter-
nal castings of a boiler the clerk looked
at ilisills watellwatch tapped his foot against an
iron tube and showed other ssignswilsi of
impatience whereupon mrsir re-
marked we will not detain you anzany
longer partparysir and with hisills friendfritfrie nd took
leave

thistilis man islaaniaanan improvementon thotiro
otherothen said mrnil wolfewolfa but ailallalithethe ci-
vility lie ims is onoil thtile surface it does
not come from the heart we must
look further

the strangers walked on for nearly
half a mile in silenceewhenalien one of them
pointed to a picture of a locomotive en
alire with a train of cars underneath it
overtoppedovertopped a small building not more
than tentell feet in height conincommunicatingiunlun 1 eatingcating
withwitha a yard and workshop

look said the observer here is a
machinist whose name is not on our
list

probably it was thoughtI1 too small a
concern for our purpose said illshis com-
panion

nevertheless let us try it saideaid mr
wolfe

they entered and found at the desk a
middle aged man whose
inymy aspect and apron round illshis waist
showed that he divided illsllis labors be-
tween the workshop and the counting
room

I1 I1 we want to look ovarover your works if
you have no objections

it will give me great pleasure to
show you all there is to be seen said
theuie mechanic with a pleased alacrity
lIringingnging a bellbeij I1 and telling talieliolie boy who
entered to take charge of the office ho
then led the way jand explained to tho
strangers the whole process of con-
structingting a locomotive engine he
showed them how thewe various parts of
the machinery were manufactured and
patiently answered all their questionsonsont
liehe told them of ailan improved mode ofif
tubing boilers by which thetile power of
generating steam was increased and
showed with what care lie provided
for security from burstingburaburo ting two hours
passed away the strangers wereverc de-
lighted with tiletiie intelligence displayed
by the mechanic and with his frank
attentive and unsuspicious manners
berebero1111hereere is

I1saa man whovilo loves illshis profes-
sion so wellywellweil that liehe takes pleasure in
explaining its mysteries to all who can
understand them thought mr wolfe

ill1I ainam afraid we have given you a
good deal of trouble said the other
stranger

Indeinder 1 gentlemen I1 have enjoyed
your visit said the mechanic auaanaantiaud
5shallshailallail be glad to see you againgain ll11

perhaps you may said mr wolfe
and thetile strangers departed

I1 five months afterwards as tilethe me-
chanic whose means were quite limited
sat in illshis office meditating how hard it
was bogetto get business by the side of sueisuch
larglarge hlllhill com-
petitorspeti tors the two strangers entered holie
gave tthemhem a hearty welcome handed
chairs and frat down

we come said mr wolfe with a
proposition from the emperor of rus-
sia

from thetile emperor impossible
herohere arearc our credentials
but gentlemen said thetile now agi-

tatedbated mechanic what does this mean
howv have I1 earned such an honor

simply by your straightforward
courtesy and franframfranknessknesq coacoucombinedined with
professional intelligence saldsaid mr
wolfe because we were strangers
you did not think it necessary to treat

i us with distrustdi or coolness you sawbaw
we were iliin earnest in acquainting our-
selves with your works and did not ac
before extending to us your
what letters of wc brought
you measured us by taeth spirit we show-
ed and not by dignities we could
have exhibited y


