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IN NORTH ALABAMA.

TureLO, Lee County,
June 18.h, 18¢7.

Ileft my home in Salt Lake City,
December 1oth, 1896, at8a.m. Took
the R. G. W. southward for Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, arriving ihere on
the 141h, where the Elders met in coun-
cil with our beloved mission president,
Elias S. Kimball. After listening to the
inspired instruciions of our leader, and
the testimony ol the Elders, T was ap-
pointed to labor in Union County, M s-
souri, Elder F.F. Ballit being my com-
pani&n. Upon my arr.val at New
Albany, Union Counly, lo, no Eldf:r
Ballif was there to meet me, Never will
I forget my feelings at that time, How
dependent | was upon the Lord. Ina
strange land among strange peg le with-
out purse or scrip. knew the Lord
could raise up friends forme and He
did. While I was standing in the rail-
rcad Station meditating upon my cond:-
tion a gentleman walked in and spoke
to me. Alter learning wuo 1 was he ip-
vited me hcme with him. I gladly ac-
cepted his invitation an_d was treated
royally. The gentlemanis W. S. King,
hotel proprietor; he is a good iriend to
the Elders- More than once I have
gone into New Albany tired and fcot-
sore and found a hearly welcome at
King’s hotel. And not only a welcome
but a sumptuons dinner which is always
acceptable to 2 traveling Mormon
Elder. |

Elder Ballif and I canvassed nearly
half of Unlon coumg., giving away about
1000 tracts and disposing of a great
many copies of the Voice of Warning.
We made many true and laslirg friends
among whom can be named B. F. Ponnd
and wife and also & Mr. Carlisle and
family. ™Tr. Pannel had used tobacco
tor forty years and Mr. Carlisle had used
it for thirty-five. But Elder_ Ba_lln! and I
persuaded them to stop using it, which
they did; and now rejoice that they are
no longer slaves to the filthy weed.

Sometimes we meet people who are
so bitter their bhatred crops out like
scales on a fish, butwhen we can get to
talk to them they begin to soften and
often become our warmest friends, Ig-
porance on the part of the people is the
greatest thing we bave to contend with,
After laboring in Union county for
about four months 1 was invited to go1o
Lee county. It was with no little sad-
ness that I bade by good friends and
companion adieu, to continue my labors
in apother field. Upon arxiving in Lee
county, I had the pleasure of mecting
my new companion, Elder John P.
Christensen, of Brigham City, who had
been in, the field fifteen months; the first
seven months he spent in Alabama,

We are trave'ing as meteoric Elders
from city to city, village to village, hoid-
ing mee ings _wherever an opportunity
presents itself, and establishing branches
of the Church. We are traveling over
the counties Elder Beckstead did such
noble work in; he has many friends, and
all bave a word of praise for him. In
some neighborhoods we have held a
series of interesting meetngs, _

At a place called Ozark we miet with
good success, holding nieetings for a
week in & Methodist church, preaching
to large audiences every night. The
Lord blessed us abundenily by pouring
out his Holy Spiriton us and our hear-
ers. The young people were so inter-
esied they sacrificed the pleatures of

from useing the church.

this life, such as parties and singings, in
order to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Preached by his servants. After meet-
ings one could hear remarks like these:
““That was fine.”” *l heard more scrip-
ture tonight than I ever did in all my
lile.” ‘‘Are yom coming tomorrow
nigh1?"* “Yes sah! I would walk miles
to hear the Mormons preach’™ &c.

We are looking and praying for a rich
harvest there in the Lord’s own due
time., But of course all aeighborhoods
are not jike this. In some of them we
find the people cold and indifferent, and
in nearly every case the fault lies in some
minister who sees his craft is in danger.

One place we were bitterly opposed
by a Campbellete preacher, who tried to
‘‘dismiss us™ on the scriptures, but aiter
making a miserable tailure in this, he
called us heretics and prevented us
But this did

not stcp the progress of the Lord's
work, for his actions made us man
friends As Brigham Young said,

everytime you kick Mormonism, you
kick it up stairs.

I am informed by an old gentleman,
that once & year his satamic majesiy
visits the said church to see bow it is do-
ing. He stands on a hill just above the
church and gazes lovingly on his crowd
and repeats these encouraging words:
*Go right along boys, your doing finel”
and depatts.

Satan iries hard to overcome the El-
ders at times, but God is always with us
to overcome all obstacles. The testi-
monies we receive from time to time are
grand.

Elder Christensen joins me in bearing
our teslimooy to the world 1hat God has
divinely appointed servants in the world
today. They are warning the people to
prepare for the wrath to come. We
know there are men on the earth who
can truthtully say *“Thus saith the
Lord."? Oh ye young men of Zion pre-
pare yourselves for a mission! The har-
vest is great but the laborers are few.
If you are called on a mission do not
hesitate, but zo, and God will bless you.
'Tis true we have strange experiences
but they are always for our good. One
night we slept on the floor of some poor
but humble farmer’s log cabin, awoke in
the morning to :it down to a bit of corn
bread and sorghum, but we are thank{ul
for it. Yet the following night finds us
in the luxurant kome of & Southern
planter partaking of the richest viands
the South affords.

The work ot the Lord rolls on. Many
honest hearts are obeying the Gospel,
and God is glonfied.

The people are praying for rain; it is
dry and hot. I expect to travel with E
E. Hionckley and orgapize Sunday
schools, Elder Isaac Hanson will travel
with Elder Christensen. The NEws is
always a welcome guest.

Epwin C. PENROSE.

THE BLUE GRASS STATE.

CENTER, Kentucky, June 23rd, 1397.

If you will grant us a little space in
your most valuable paper we desire to
add our testimony to the many that are
banded, through your columns, to the
Saints at home and the good people of
the world, that the work of the Lord is
on the marchforward.

Because you do not hear from us often
we do not wi:h' it undersiood that we
have nothin% to be just'y proud of in
our batuling for truth and righteousness

in the “Old Blue Grass State.” Among
the many things to which we may point
with pride is our New Mormon Church
now nearing completion. Strange as it
may seem to the good people of Ken-
tucky the Saints of Junction branch
have, by persisiant eflort succeeded in
building a neatlittle house. The branch
isin a flourishing condition, the Saints
are all well and embued with the spirit
of the Gospel.

The branch, under the able leadership
of the presiding priest, B B. Wallace, is
doing a good work and the Saints as
well as the Elders in this part of he
Lotd’s vineyard can be justly proud of
their labors. The Sunday school is also
doing a noble work. “e have invited
all people to come and take part with
us and many not of our faith are avail-
ing 1hemselves of the opportunity of
educating their spiritual natures. We
loox ferward with bright hopes and fond
anticipation that through the medium of
the Sunday school many will be brought
to obey the gospel.

At the branch conference held June
rgth and 2oth there were present Con-
terence President john F. Wakefield jrr
Elders Thomas Martin, E J. Merrill an
and D. E_Jones. The Saints and many
friends as well as the Elders partook of
& grand spiritual feast. Two services
were held each day at which the princi-
ples of the Gospel were discussed by
the E'ders present. At noon each day
all had the privilege of supplying the
temporal man with the luxuries ot life at
the bounteously spread tables of our
open hearted li.tle flock. None are al-
lowed to go hungry azround our gener-
ous Sainis. Generally speaking those
who attended conference left the
grounds Sunday alternoon after closing
exercises, feeling that they had had a
grand spiritual entertainment,

Our conference is ia a flourishing con-
dition and our noble band of brethren
are batt'ing zealously in defence of the
Gospelot our Lord. Favorable reports
are coming in from all gquarters, Suc-
cess is attending the labors of the Elders,
especially among the more wealthy
classes.

Our annual conference will be held
August 7th and 8th, 18g7, at Junction
church, at which time the church will be
dedicated. Herewith we submit the
names and addresses of the Eiders lab-
orirg in the Kentucky Conference.

President ]. F. Wakefield jr., D. E.
Jones, Thomas Martin, E. J. Merrill,
Danviile, Boyle county, Kentucky.

D. G. Miller and Raymond Partridge,
Hardinsburg, Breckenridge county;
Kentucky.

G. A. Pincock and new companion,
Brandenburg. Meace county, Kentucky.

J. J- Tanner and G. E. Miles, Muntord-
ville, Hart county, Kentucky.

J- J. Bowen and pew companion,
Leitchfield, Grayson connly, Keniucky,

J ] Croshaw and M. E. Roundy,
Frankfort, Franklin county, Kentucky.

j-E Naylor and A. R. Whitehead,
Jamestown, Russell county, Kentucky.

D.jJ. Bla((e and new companion, Stan-
ford, Lincoln county, Kentuck%.

A. W. Platt and P. P. Eldredge,
Lawrenceburg, Anderson county, Ken-
1ucky.

]. C. Canfield and William Anderson,
La Grange, Oldbam county, Kentucky.

L. B. Pace and F. T. Ballam, Albany,
Clivton county, Kentucky.

Willlam King and L. J. Bushman,
Harrodsburg, Mercer county, Ken

tucky,



