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ped myself in my blanket and soon
goddropped off to sleep

A MIDNIGHT SERENADE

about midnight I1 was awakeawakenedned bybv a
horriblehorlibe din A hundred gongs were
sounded two score of bells were
ringing and there were the beating of

drums and the clapping of hands and a
pounding of one piece otof wood upon
another I1 rose to my feet and looked
over the screen about thirty monks
were still sleeping and forty others
were trotting here and there through
the temple on their way to prayers A
brawne priest was pounding on a gong
near my head and another wwasas ringing
a bell itat the foot of my bed I1 stood
and looked on for there was no use
trying to sleep amid such a noise this
lasted nearly an hour and then the
priests slowly resumed their cuddled

positions on the floor and the corean
snore
up

took the place otof the gongs and
the bells I went back to my rice bags
and had jujustlie1 dropped off to sleep when
the gongs and bells began again I1

looked at my watch itil was 4 a in
and the day was just dawning the
morning prayers had just begun and
this effectuallyeffectualiv stopped further rest

AMONG THE NUNS

after brbreakfast I1 took a walk over the
and I1 met a number of themontoonestry

buddhist nuns these were the
liest women I1 have

their heads are shavedever seen
and the women I1 saw had faces as
wrinkled as the leather otof an allegaalligatoror
satchel and they neademade me think 0ot tthehe
idiots I1 have seen in our state asylums
they live apart from the monks in quar-
ters of their own and they are little
respected by the repeopleople I1 found none

class comeans had much tooiof the high
do with the monks or the priests and
theyhey were looked upon more as a set of
ignorant drones than anything else the
monasteries are travel resorts of the
people and many excursions are taken
to visit them more to admire the beau-
tiful scenery by which they arearehursur
rounded than anything else the
comeans are fond of the beauties of
nature and on every fine day you may

see scores of them wandering through
the hills about the corean capital and
writing verses and poetry inspired by

the sight when the trees are in flower
they have picnics under them and the
beautiful parks of the country are as
well known as those of switzerland are
known to europe the gentlemen
often have poetry parties at which they
compete with each other in writing
verses on the spur of the moment on
certain subjects and they are very strict
in matters ot0 etiquette more otof them
believe in confuciusCon luciusluclus than in anythinging
else and their culture you know all
comes from china just outside of
seoul there is a massive buddha carved

t of stone with a little temple above
H but it has few worshipers and the
aly temples in the corean capital are
confucian

QUEER COREAN superstitions
I1 found the coreana superstitions in

the extreme and I1 met evidences of
this everywhere the trees which we
passed at the lootfoot of the mountains had
piles of stone about them and gene-
ral pak always picked up another
stone and threw it on the pile he told
me that in those trees lived the gods of
mountains and that if we did not do
them honor by giving them a stone they

would work us great harm nearly
every house had a magic charm tied
about it inin order to keep out the spirits
and professional sorcerers are called inin
at funerals to drive oftoff the demons
these are usually old women who have
a very curiouscurious dance and who whirl
about in the street torfor hours in order to
keep off the evil ones I1 saw several
table rocks on my trip across the coun
try which are used for sacrifices inin
times of epidemics and one immense
stone of this kind about twenty feet
square I1 was told saved the country
iromfrom smallpox the comeans believe
inin astrology they have their lucky
days and their unlucky days and they
think that the spirits hover about them
and work them good or evil at the
crossroadscross roads I1 often saw straw effigieseffigies
which I1 was told has been made by
men as a guard against evil diseases
in such straw men are hidden pieces of
money and the party who make them
seysay a prayer over them asking that
they be delivered from all diseases and
misfortunes for the next twelve mon hs
they then give them to the boys who
tear them to pieces to find the money
the more the figure is torn the greater
the efficacy of the charm the comeans
consider nine to be a lucky number
and they have all kinds of ramrain prophets
and dream signs

COREAN CHILDREN
I1 found many boys imm this big corean

monasterymonamon siryastry they were studying to be
priests and the chietchief priest took four of
them and pposed0sed them in order that I1
might have their pictures taken they
were bright little lel lows and they went
over the prayers otof buddha quite glibly
not knowing whatwhal they mean the
children lormform one of the most interest-
ing features of corea they are bright
and good natured and very polite
they tagged at my heels wherever I1
went and gave the chief amusing feat-
ures otof the whole trip in summer
children under six wear little muremura
than a little jacket which comes just
down below the armpitsarm pits they eat
great quantities of raw turnips and
pumpkins and the whole of baby corea
may be said to be potbelliedpot bellied the
children have all kinds games and they
delight inin the flying of kites their
kiteskite are made differently from ours
they are square in shape with a hole as
big around as a tin cap in tae middle
they let out the string by a reel and
they have kite fights they use great
skill in this amuamusementbement and two rival
kites will fight like live things hundreds
otof leetfeet in the airair each one of the
fighters tries to entangle the other kites
to10 break their string and cragarag them
down to the ground the greatest

time is during the new year
holidays and the men as well as the
boys have their kites

GAMBLING IN COREA

the comeans are fond of gambling
but the laws provide that ttherehere shall be
no gambling except at funeralslunerals and
then only among the friends otof tthee de
ceased I1 his makes the dead man very
popular and all who have any claim
whatever to friendship or relationship
with him appear at the funeral the
ceremony usually lasts for days and is
a kind of a cross be the african
hoodoo show and an irish wake

COREAN GRAVES
graves in corea are quite as import-

ant as they are in china every family

has its burying ground and the dead
are carried for miles in order that they
may be laid with their kind the
monuments are usually round mounds
of earth and the bigger the man the
bigger the mound A rich man will
often takitake a whole hill to himself and
the demetriescemetries are usually located on the
sides otof hills when a man dies hired
mourners are called in and these wallwail
as they burn the clothing of the dead
they doclo this at night in the street in the
front of the door the funerals of seoul
have to pass out of certain gates of the
city and must go through just at dusk
the result is that they go to the grave
on a run for if ahey do nonott arrive there
in time they will have to squat down
and wait till the gates open in the
morning such funerals are always ac-
companiedcompanied by men and there is danc-
ing and merrymakingmerry making on the way I1
saw a number during my stay in seoul
and there seemed to be more rejoicing
than grief

my next letter will be the last on
corea it will describe my trip to the
harbor of bensan whence I1 went to
siberia and will show some queer un-
known features of the hermit kingdom
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today I1 visited brother abilo dibble
who I1 believe is the oldest livingjiving
member of theabi church of jesusjeans christ
c f latter joydoy he tola quite
febie andaad does not retgot out doorsdoon at all
I1 believe he siteaila in his biff chair
dressed without a coat but kep hisbin
bat on all the time avdand a cloak or
shawlabawi on his shouldersaboul dercderr A great many
people call to seeaee siad converseconvene with
him and askak questionsloni he
treelyfreely upon subjects pertaining to the
dospel and the rise of the church but
apolu no other subjects does he eoncon
verseverge with any freedom

in our conversation today he waswaa
upon the redemption rfof zion and
quoted from the doctrine undand cvC v
benanti concerning those that were
driven from jacksonjackion county in 1888 he
imling one of that number which quo
tbit tion as rendered promises that lowlew
bull remain to return with

sange of everlasting joy he then
stated that hebe was acquainted
with nearly every one itif sotnot every
needdead of a that waswa driven out
and asaa far as be could remembersremember beb
waswag the only one living he seemed
very desirousdeai rou to know howbow many are

that were headson families
driven from jackson county and
wished me to write to the editor of thehe
DESERET NEWS and request a omitcall
through that paper upon all who know
otof any living pe raonits as described to
send their names and where living ti
you for publication that hebe as well asaa
allail who are interesteded may know it
there inia more than a few remaining

respectfully yoursyoun
OLIVER B

the man who is responsible for thebe
series of fires iuin galtaalt cal lostlast sum-

mer
am-

mer andod who write the anonymousanonymoui
letterslettera which so terrorized its olti
isie iuin labij ioin sacramento Hebahe bu made
a fullfall confession


