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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE; CONFERENCE.

The General Conference of the
Church opened this mornlng {April
5th) o the Taheruscle in thie city
There are, as la commonly the case, in

attendaoce at thie Conference, repre.
seninilve men from every depariment
ef the Church. At the present time
this representation covers a Jarge fleld,
teaching thtoughout the settlementa of
the Salpnts in Arizona, Wyoming,
Ideho, Colorado, Nevada, Montapa,
New Mexico and Utah, and also into
Canada and Old Mextoo, where the
Mormons have localed andenjoy pesce
apd prosperity. Glanecing over the
history of the Balnts for the patrt haif
pentury, to the occarlon when they
were compelled to abandon their last
place of gatbering previous to taking
bp thelr ahode in ihe vales of Utah,
the record presenis a matvefous array
of events which ellgit gratitude to the
Almigity and stand as lpeffsceable
monuments of the proteoting care and
guldance whleh has heen given to the
Liatter-day Saints hy that kiod Provi-
dence in which they reposed their
truat by accepting the prinoiples of
His Gospel restored to eartn in thie
dispensation.

This assemhblare of tepresentat! ve men
and women of Zionls an event of vast
stgnificance to the people who dwell in
thepe mountaln vales. It means that
in° the Confetence in which they
engage Lhey wiil regelve counsel,
jostructlon and admonition from the
servante of God who have heen called
as lenders in His Chorch oo earth, and
that those counegels, instrociiona and
admonitions will be atiended by the
power snd testimony of the Honly
B pirit which gutdes into all truth, that
those who receive them will he s0
impressed therehy that in their coun-
duct and thelr teachlnge, 8o far as they
are worthy members of the Church,
they will convey the same Jessons to
thelr homes and there disseminate
them im puri{y and accutacy among
the peaple. Thue shall the glad
tidings beralded forth at the Confer-'
ence be carried to the remotest hahjta-
tlon occcupied by a memher of the
Chureh,

That the informsation thus dissemi-
nated §s uet ofan illusory or valn char-
acter 18 amply witnessed in the hilstory
uf the Mormon people. 1t is their re-
Hgious instruction which has made
them what they are today; without it
they would not have besn {he organ-
tzed community whleh now occupies
such & brosd ares fu the Weal; without
It, the Industry, the thrift, the faith
and the success which have marked
their existence here wouid have been
far beyond their reach; without it, a
pecple might have aettled and lived in
thest mountaine, bu’ the force and
development which have character zed
Mormon settlement would bhave heen
unknown hecause the meaps of it
covcentration and appliestion would
bave been absent. With it,ih* Cestra-
ble resuits bave heen made an absotule
certainty. The rellgion of the Mor-
mons is practical in resching the meo-
tive for evety actlon and Implanting
lhel“lein fidelity to truth and honesty of

purpose. This s the.clags of instruc.
tion given at the conferencer, and
whieh reaches to the heart and home
of every faithful mewmber of the
Church.

The present Conference is an aunpi-
cious time for the Church. The Gospel
is belong earried to most of the natious,
and the way is openiog for atill further
advance, The principles of truth are
being taught to tens of thousands of
the rising generation at homes and
these are gaining a knowledge of the
Gonpel’s divinity and power, and thus
ate helng prepared lo engage in pro-
claiming the glad message committed
to earth from the heavens, for tae sal-
vation of mankind, the urhering in ot
the Millennlal reign, and the establiah-
ment of the kingdom of rightecusnese,
That the hour is auspicious for the
Bainte does not argue that they may
told their hands and sit down to idle«
nesr. On the contrary, Intelligent, de-
termined, vigilant, unwavering,

sublime faith is an aheolute necessity’

fuor the present and the futare, as it bss
been for the past, Truth s to be estah-
lished, Zion to be redeemed—to be
redeemed hy power, For this, work,
ceaselesr, lirelees work, fa required "hy
the Almighty of His people, thsl by
His 2mniputent power they may
accomplish  His purposes, The
ocousion of the present (Reneral Con-
ference s full of promise for the
Church, for the increasing opportuni-
tjes it offers for the spread of the (Gos.
pel at home and ahroad, and for its re.
quirements of closer harmony with
true principle on the part of the Baints,
May the inspiration of the Almighly
he with all Israel, that they may com-
prehend His will and conform thereto,
that the Bixty-tifth annual Conference
may be anotner mliestone to marg the
onward progress of the Baints in wnfon,
jove and trutt !

THEY HAVE FaULs, TO0O.

There ia lote of mean work by pol!-
tielane 1u this country; lots of corrup-
tion in official quarters, and & grest
denl of looting of puhlio tressutier. In

very many {nstances those who have
secured wLe electoral support of the
people have regarueid publle office as a
privatesnap. We have had some ef
thislatter class in Utab of late years,
and have got some now, Other ptates
ate likewise efflicted, some of them
sven worse than we are, To rid them-
selves of this and other evils, the
voters change from one parly Lo
another, in the hope of setcur-
{ng purer government, and in many
respecls are euccessith; then when the
pew hrovm which has awept clean gets
to the condition in which it predeces-
80r Wae, there 18 anolher reform wave
anud ¢bange. But 1be fact that there
are reform waves does not justily the
charge of univereal corruption that is
so frequentiy made; the tuct that mapy
politicians are raecals is not proof thal
all men lo political I1fe are curruph.
The oceasignal exposulres of corruptlon
that uré made establish this, and
recognizing this truth, Michael Davltt,
who, as an Irish political leader, nhas

sald and done many thinge which the
EvLglieh have pot been pleased at,taken
up the prerent Englieh fad of chnrging
ali mapnerof erimes to Americans anyg
the Ametican syslem of government

and in a Jetter to the London Chroniole
gives eell.rightesus British poiltiginpg
neharp rap over the knuckles. Regard.
ing the recent wholesale oritfcismu of
A mericans by Englishmen who have
pald a hriel visit to Lhis country, Mr,
Davlitt eay::

Is it not just possible that some injus-
tice 18 done te both public men and instj-
tutions in tie-United—Biates hy a oo
sweeping condemnation of almostevery-
thing transatlantic that is Dot 80 perfect
or progressive as everything British? W,
Benn, M. ., is reported us saying hat
*‘all politicians (In the stater) shared ip
‘corrnption.”’ Surely this i either a rense-
less slatement or an excess of ordinary
English pharisaism. The Amnerican em-
bharsador in Loudon is a potiticlan. So ia
FPresident Clevoland, General Harrison,
Levi Morton and scores of other promi-
neot pahlic men of the great Republia,
Are all these to be dubhed as *‘corrupt'
because,in a comparatively few lnstanceu,
somie politiclans of the baser kind have
tradedp npon their representalive pos)-
tions? To imagine for & moment that 60,-
000,000 of peopie—hetter edncated than
any other nation in the worid—are open-
1y tolerating universal corroplion in a)l
Federal, atate and municipal governmeng
ia simply assumiog 1hat these 60,000,000
are either criminals or fools.

With trenchant pen Mr, Davitt
goes on to point out that the whojesale
charges of corruption appear to him to
be ‘superlative aheurdily, seasoned
with that amount of ignorance and
conceit which makes your Englieh
critic impervious to ridioule when he
rides the high horee of British superi-
otlty,** Tuking up the matter of the
pursult of the ‘‘almigbty deollar,” (o
which the Eaglisb crities sttribute the
greater amount of the corrup-
tion which they desoribe, Mr, Daviit
sugge: bs that poeelbly Lhat may vot be
striotly a Ysnkee fanlt, and ironical)y
sugeests that “thete iz cothing low oy
mercenaly, noesn vr grasplog, In the
pursuit of £, 8. d. lu Kogland; neither
in the sweating-dene of the East-and of
London nor In connegtion with the
chaip-making of ©Oradley Heath,’*
Thereupon he says:

Might we not send oul aspecial mission
Lo America from the employers of these
and other places ib Great Britain, with,
say, the imosl noble lhe Marqujs of
Clanricarde thrown iti a8 2 moral make-
welght, just to leaoh “LEnglaud’s #ons
and daughters’’ how (0 make money in
acoordance with the principles of (he
Pronerty Defense League? Much a mis-
sicn would find scne things connested
with the affairs of the great Republic
which wounld excite additional English
pity and eermonizling, It would be found
that American workingmen do not aliow
their sisters, daughters or wives Lo act as
barmaids in saloons or in similar places,
The reactionary opinion of e siutes is
dead against this (English} system of
pursuiog the almighty dollar by methods
which too often make the comely drink-
seller’'s wage-earning the prelude to a
life of misery and shame. It would be
found too thal these unlversally corrupt
mukiclipal, state and Federal institutions
favor 1he employment of women in al-
most all branches of such public services,
while, in every other respect the women
of America enjoy a protection through
the unwritten law of native courtesy and
the actual law ot the land, which ao en-

lightened wlfe-heating England might



