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THREE STEFS.

Pale and solemn stars were garing
Thro® the ebon bars of night,

Anda the midnight hour was standing
Wrapp’d In sebles gemm*d with light,

And & form of light and shadow
Walted In a tempted heart,

Pieading, when the one had trlumphed,
Then the other must depart.

¢cHe has ally and thou bast nothing >?
That was all the tempted s: 113

But, the boy's falr forehead darkened,
And the bright-winged pl-ader fled.

Robes of sunlight draped the morrow,
Nature woke, and smiled the same,

But the boy had pledged to sorrow;
In h's earlier taste of shame.

Pale and solemn stars were gazing;
Night-winds hymuo’d a reqiiem low]

Aud an aged man was resting,
P.llowed on big locks of enow,

YVery eoft and deep his siumbers;
Very nsiseless, too, the tread,

Of the form, that tinng a shadow
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their minds more da: kened than ever bef. rr,leeem to see ard comprehend as much, or
and it is so all over t' e face of the earth, ‘at first than they ever do afterwards; but this
We hear a few of the things that are trans- ! work is not a play spell; it is nt a thing of
piring in the world now; we see its confusion, ‘naught to be trifled with, but it is a thing for
its opposition to the truth, ani this ought to tie future as well as the present, and should
make us the more anxious and determined to | engage our attention from the beginning, and
labor for the spread of truth and the building |we should progr<es and increase as it pro-
up of the kingdom of God here on the earth. |gresses. Revealed religion from on high is

more

some in another. Belere the gospel with its to man from any source. There is no greater
glad tidings reached our ears we were rcat- | blessing that could be given to the children of |
tered over the w.de face of the globe; we re- ' men for their guidance and dircction, for their
ceived the werd «f life in good and houest reformation and final salvation in the celestial |

tery Babvlon and came to be associated fo-
gether where the Lord had appointed. There
are many reasons for the Saints gathering,
and one among the number is that they
not live and enjoy the rights pertaining to :tiuings of many people, the oppression of the
mankind in those countries, for the simple  poor and destitute, and he has commenced his
{rea-on that th y bave become imbued with work for the purpose of redeeming a'l those

|

in sorrow; the power of the oppressor is very

oressed in the days of the Savi ur, “Aund now [demption, ani also for the purpose of bringing
also, the axe is laid unto the root of the|them unto the light and understanding of the |
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not | truth. Satan bas held the world in the chains
forth good frnit is hewn down, and cast into | of darkness for many centuries, and the dark- *
the fire.>” Matthew 3, X. Hence the anxiety  ness inthe world is as great as it ever was;
of the Saints to sustain this principle which ‘but from this great darkness, thraldom and

0’er the moonlight near his bed;
And asin-dark face looks steruly
On the calm-brow’d sleeper there}
The® his lip e’en now 18 smiling,
Halluwed by i1ts latest prayer;
OL! a blade is in his bosom,
And the hand npon its hilt,
Park with many crimes, 1s crimson’d
With {18 latest dye of guilt.

|

Pile and solemn stars were gazing,
And the hush?d night-shadows wept,
Boftly, where the gnllty started,
Or the pure and gentle siept.
On the home-hearth of the happy,
On the dwelling-place of ehame,
0Da the shaded home of sorrow,
Nature calmly looked the seme,
Calmiy—altho' madnpess shouted
Round the sltar reared to deathj
Where the drunkard pledges poison
Till it ecorches up bis breath;
C»'m!y—tho? the shame-bound brother
On his tellow?s bosom trod,
And the erring stepped, unbidden,
Te the judgment-seat of God.

|

lras for its object the uprooting of the power sin, the Lord has set his hand to gather his
people are w lling to be

of Satan. Itis like the axe lai! at the root of people. It is that
it down. We may say, why does not the Lord go forth
We have part in this great and glorious  with great power? and if his intentions are so
work, and it is s >meth'ng to Lve in th s age of good towards the children of men, wh

principles revealed to our m uds, and to have |relig on upon mankind? Simply because man |
the responsibility of this intelligerce which has his agercy aud the liberty to choose the
is emanating from on high, and also to con-

righteous, e pecially those of us who have to reject it. The Lord works in this way; he
bean w cked, for the go:pel teac'es us to be )imparts sufficient light for all people to see
righteous, causes us to throw aside o r evil the truth, and to understand that it is the best
habita of life, to become a holy and righteous | way, and with those that are willing he Jels
people unto the Most High., This is a prin-|it work upon their agency, se s life and death
ciple that we enjoy in this age and genera- |before (Liem, and allows them to say which
tion. This is a reformation in which we ecan |they will choose. He will not ¢ mpel people
all participate and which the Latter Day [to walk in the way of salvation, but he will
Saints can continually encourage in their permit them to do as they pl-ase, setting be-
hearts. This knowledge and this intelligence, £-re them those things uf:it:h are for their

S.me of us heard the gospel in ene place and |the greatest blessing that eould possibly come | our proper light, and then t

Learts, and in due time gathered out of mys- | kingdom, The world lies in darkness and |
wickedness, and 1 might a'd that it is sunk |

‘greal, and the oppression upon many people !
can- i3 very sore. The Lord has witnessed the |

the tree which the people are fearful will hew | honest before the Lord that thie Spirit teaches,
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' charge us with indolence, sinistér motives and
bypocracy, and persist in misrepregenting our
motives and charaeter. Thedelight in fetting
the holiest principles that the world ever
saw be trodden under their feet, and the more
‘holy and righteous the - principles are that
‘are get forth, the greater the epposition is;
' but the t me will be when thei wﬂli. gce us in
_ ey will see to
their sorrow that they have treated light!y the
mesesengers of the Lord ¢f Hosts. We read
that the A'mighty will plead with the people
after another manner. Those who have their
eyes open can see that the Lord has com-
menced his judgments, for the enemies of the
Saints bave war, pestilence and every kind of
evil that will contribute to make rhem miser-
able; and {heir misery will iicrease upon
them, for they bave shed the blood of Apos-
[tles, opposed the principles of truth and right-
eousness the same as those wicked and hard-

the truth from heaven, and it is as it was ex-  who will render obedicnce to the laws of re-  hearted people who put to death the Savior

of mankind, which murderous act caused a
jar in nature, caused the overflowing of the
gea; but no matter what may come, the
wicked have some excuse; in fact, they make
every and all except the true one. Some will
decubtless see things as they are, but many
will not until the power of the wicked is
broken; #nl the Lord will break the power
of the adversary, if not in one way, he will in
another. Ile sends forth the principles of
righteousness among the prople, and do yvcu

t s _ _ : y rot  think he will be thwarted in his purpose? No,
the world; it is something more, tohave those | nanifest his power to compel or enforce this  he will not, for he has the power and the

ability to thwart the world, and he will, as he
has said, plead with them through plagues,

: good and refuse the evil, to take hold of that | pestilence, famine, distress and afllections of
sider our conduct, the ne essity of our being which is right aud good, or he has the ability | various kinds; and until this power is broken

| it will result in their destruction to the extent
that the righteous will have the ability to
'overcome and . control that influence which
;haa so long held deminion in-the world.—
| Great afilections ave in store for the wicked,
and the earth will be em;tied of sin and ini-
quity, and righteousness will spread abroad
with power and great itfl ence. S n and ini-
quity will be trampled under foot of men.
This work commenced with each and every

and the principles which we have espoused  exaltation, and show them the result of wick-
haveplaced us upon & plat orm througha pover 'edncss, and then be says, choose ye the happi-
by which we can be made to associate with 'ness of the one or the misery of the other.
the Gods of eternity, arnd the sanctifi:d in the
worlds to come. In this manner those men
who are enilowed with

|

Maukind being wronght upon by the power of |
the devil, preler the pomp of the world, and |
power to overcome they would rather h ve its trans‘ent blessings |

one of this people in their own bearts. Itis
a progressive work; and it is for us to take
hold with energy and faith, and so far as we
can obtain light and knowledge go on from
one step to ancther until we shall overcome
the evil whi h is within ourselves, form and

evil, with power over themselves and influence |
over the minds of others to do them good have
mcre cause to be thapkful than that individ-
ual who bas it not in his possession. I con-
sider that the man"who has a desire to over-
come all evil and jernicious practices and
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DISCOURSE

By President DAN{EL H. W ELLS, Tabernacle
sunday moruing, March 30, 18562,

and enjoyments than those of a more enduring 'establish tle principles of righteousness in
kind; tence they reject the light, despise the family associations, in cities, counties, Ter-
good and solid blessings of the kingdom,u!iritnriea, States and Kkingdoms, until we
salvation and exaltation, and they go on the shall swalow up the powers of darkness
road to destructionjand they yield themselves | upon the face of the whole ecarth, and
cap ive to that power. |cach and every one can do and have a part
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who has power to do so, has more canse to
be thankiul than he who b .8 not this abi ity

I feel it a great privilege to be associated
with so goodly a peopie in the kingdom of
God. I feel that we live in animportant age
of the wotld, an age in which the Almight{;
has spoken frow the heavens, anage in whie
be has commmenced to perform that great work
which the ancients foresaw whi e the vision
of their minds was open to the future, and
while under the influence of the spirit of
p ophecy. They looked down through the
vista of time and saw this as one of the most
glovious epochs in the world’s history; they
giw the vastness of ‘his mighty work and the
glory that would ultimately follow. I feel
that we live in an important day and genera-
t on, but perbaps it is not every one that looks
up nitas ldo. Itisthisworkin which we
are all engaged that has brought us tog:ther
in these peaceful valleys; it is this that bas

|
|

to overcome those vicious habits, ignorance,
and traditi ns which may hav: been contraet- |
ed while in the world, previous to receiving |
the lizh' of the gospel.

have been revealed for our salvation and
exaltation, and we shall do well. This gos-
pel places us all upon an equality, so that
cach and every one, may act up to his privi-
leges, baving more or less responsibility ac-
cording to his abilily, which the Lo:d gives

him, and which we are ca;able of «ttaining

Well, here then are the two roads or pa'hs,
and those who are gathered into these valleys |
‘of the moun'aing, and who have obeyed the

|

pel have wmade a |

first principles of the go
And now, it is for those who !

wise choice,

. : bhave made this choice not to falter, nor allow _and the use of all
Let us all live by those princi les which |their minds 1o be shrowded in darkness, or | which the human heart and body are capable
led astray by the traditions and notions which | of performing.

al!lotted to them in this great work, and each
and every one of us can find plenty to do if
we will only do it. It requires the utmost ex-
ert'ons of the Saints, {Le exeic'se of their
abilities, physically, mentaly and morally,
the intelligence and power

We can be engaged day by

they have learned or co.tracted in their|day in the great re‘ormation ard work of the

younger years, and which have thereb
a hold upon t! eir senses.

ygained |1 st days, in whbich great weork, the Lord is
engaged, for be it known to all people that it

Wecan look back and see wherein we might | is Him that is engage i helping us in the ac-

have received many blessings that we have!

not, and how we might have been benefitted

by an exemplary life, by intezrity, by being
faithful and diligent in the pursuit of right-
eousness, baving bumility and obedience that
we may be endowed with the gifts and grac.s
of the Holy Spirit which are freely imparted
unto a!l. 1f we could but see an! understand
aright, we would feel that we were indeed the
wost blessed of any people upon this earth, |

raigsed the ire of the wicked, because of the

but we do not see and understand enough, not |

in various ways, provided we had not given
way to our o d traditions. There is no salva-
tion in the sectarian world, There is no gon
or daught r of Adam, but is just as well off

without the sectarian religion as with it, so |

far as the ordinances of 'lie House of God are '
concerned. I1f we wish to bave life a d sal-
vation, which all
is the Church and this is the channel in

tr_uth which hias been rer&a’ied_ fralsn the Al-| gufficient to induce us to lay aside many evils \ which to find them, and it is the only channel
mighty in these last days. 1t is this that bas| that surround us, and to obtain that krowledge upon the fae> of the earth through which sal-

raised persecution against this yeople in theland intelligence whieh should govern and | vation can be obtained.
world from whence we came, which all of us,’

I might say, have more or less «(x .erienced in
gathering «ul from among the wicked.

Now if the worid understood what would
ba for ther true interests, for their lasting
ben«fit they would bail 1his event, this e a as
much &8 you and I do, with joy and rejoicing
If they u: derstood and could see and know
the great blessings they could «njoy, and be-
lieve that this is the work of the Almighty.

th -t be has actually spoken from the heavens;

if they could believe tuis fact, and think that
we are led by that Supreme power and influ-

e ce, it seems to me that they w.uld take a

¢ ifferent course, If it were possible to en-

lighten mankind generally upon the subject of|

our faith, then this work would furnish one of
the greatest inducem uts for them to cherish
instead of persscuting it, and also to cherish
and uphold those that have been sent forth as
me-gengers to proclaim those principles that
have b-en revealed, 1 say that instead of per-
gecu'ing those messengers who are c'othed
with salvation for the uuman family, they
would cherish and sustain them. But tue
power of the devil which bas so long reigned
an the earth still predominates in the hearfs
of the people, and to a greater or less extent,

control us, and prompt us onward and keep us |
in the purity of the most holy faith, We see,

and we see the great trials and difficullies of
life which are encountered while endeavoring
' to be steadfast, true and fa.thfu! day by ray.

There lingers yet about many people the
gectartan noti n that a little religion j st
before a man goes out cf the world is suffi-
cient. This fallacious doe rine is implanted
in the bosoms of the peop'e from 'heir youth.
No mat er how a man has lived, if he can
get religion in the hour of death, accoiding to
the sectarian doctrine, he is sure of salvation.
This tradition still holds i's influence over the
minds of some people. I heard a man say,
who bad been a conspicuous member in this
Church, that this was as goud or better than
any other religion. For two or three montbs,
be said, he could be as religious as any body
else, as steadfast and zealous, but then afler
that his zeal would die out.

I have seen more or less of this kind of
feeling, and especially among those whom I
have observ.d to take hold with such enthu-
siasm at the commencemen'; with such it
generally dies out. But with those that have
commenced coolly and gone on obtaining in-

perliaps, their conscizuces are more seared,

|

fluence by degrees, it hag been different, Some

scm-times, the beauty and glory of this course, |

How great and glo-
rious are the prospects that this people have
before them! And how great and glorious it
is to wilness the joy and wnion (hat exists in
in these valleys, among the Latter Day S inte,
and yet how far short we come of that which
our Heavenly F ther would like to see, and
altbough we feel that we are jmproving 2nd
eay that we are encouraged to see thie union
and peace tl.at do exist, and the diligence and
united exertions of the peojle wh never they
are called upon to do and perfo m anythin ;
still how mapy things there 2re that require
to be done in our own bosoms, in order th t
we may go on to greater perfection, thatihe

|

g spel of life may be seen and f[elt to earth’s
remotest bounds. We are amongst the na-
tions, and we have been surrounded by the

still are not to understand nor see us aright,
peither will the wicked open their eyes and
see the work which God has commenced lo
perfoim in thes= last days, but they will con-
strue the doings of the servan's of God into
selfish motives and to those things that are
unrighteous. These wicked people secek to
hoodwiuk the people, to lead them astray,
and then give us no credit for honesty of pur-
pose or degire to save the people, but they

i

|

igh , power and iiluminating ra s of the |

wicked, and they have been determined and |

complishment of this great work. It is in-
| deed a great work and v orthy of the admira-
' tion of all mankind, and Gods and angels
doubtless lo k upon it with great pleasare,
witne -sing with interest the good conduct and
' diligent labers 2nd exertions of all the fajth-
ful for the promotion of his righteo s cauge
upon the earcth.

Let us ever realize that notice is taken

people desire to have, this | of our daily | fe, and of the influence that we

rxert at home and abroad, and of the no'ives
that influence us in our daily acts, in cur in-
tercourse with each other, and in evervw
capacity in which we are called ‘o act in lifvs
let us remewmber,l say,that there are witnesses
who are “Silent notes taking™ and that the
reward is great, always being according to
our works.

May the Almighty assist us in the great
wolk committed to our cliarge, and enable us
to go forth with power and evrergy havine
with us the prineiples of eternal life, in tha
discharge of our duties, day by day, which
shall caure an increase of light and knowns
ledge that will be a eatisfaction to ue, and
may we be enabled fo be uacful in onr day
and generatien in building up the kingdem of
God, here upon this earth; which I ask in the
name of cur Lerd and Savior Jesus Chrisiy
Amen.
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By President DRIGHAM YoU
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I love to talk upan the principleact the hioly
Gospel, to sing about them, to read #bhout
th_em, and to hear othess doso. The buman
mind requires a eons aul course of vesching
and jugtrueting through pubiic presching,
printing, or private conversa icu, as the case

NG, Wabernagia,

{may be, The same principles are thus pres



