
leeiee DESERETPI E sh R E T N
dpn

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY WEDNESDAY joneJUNE ilg11 isil1862 VOL XI

ilyiby for the deseret news

THREE STEPS

nwellenieile and solemnmicron stars were gating
the ebon bars of night

and the midnight hour waswab standing
wrappietpitt in sablesgables gemmil with light

and a form of light and shadow
waited in a tempted heart I1

reidreadleidingng when the one hadbad triumphed
then the other mumutmutt depart i

chishas allfallmandand thou hasthasi nothing 13

that wilawils all the tempted suilsulis 11

butnut the boyaboyd tairfir tortortheadthead darkened
and the bribright winged pl aderacler tiednned

nobes of sunlight draped the morrow
nature wokevokes and smiled the same

but the boy had pledged to sorrowborrow
in hs earlier tateta te otof bhamethame

pierale and solemn stars wrewere gainy
night winds by muid a r aileut lowi

and an aged man waswai resting
pilotedPIlowed on bisbig locks of snownow

very softsott and deep bblaIs slumbertbert
very too the tread

of01 thathetheoragormformorm that fiangtims a shadow
oer the moonlight near hitsnis bed

and a ginsin dark ace looksloots sternly
antheon the calmcalto browdbrow d sleeper atheni

tho hishia lip efeneen now lais milling
hallowed by its latest prayer

oil a blade Is in his bosom

and the handband upon initt milymill
dark with many crimescrimelR Is crimcrims

with its latest dye of guilt

paiepale and solemn stars were gazing
and the bushed night shadows wept

softly where the guiltyentity startedartedgt

or the pure and gentle slept
on the home hearthbeirth of the happy

on the dwelling place of ghamesshameshame
oa the shaded home of sorrowssorrow

nature calmlycalmir lookedlocked thebe gamesameme

calmly althoaitho madness shoutedshunted
round the altarsitar reared to destildeath

where the drunkard pledges poison

till it scorches updp his breath

f calmia thothos the shame bound brother
v on his fellows bosom trod

and the erring stepped 3 unbiddendeng

rf to79 the judgment seatbeai olof god
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y I1 feel it a grgreatea1 privilege to be associated I1
A withwith goBO goodly a people in the kingdom otor
1l god 1I feel that weirevveive live in an important age
bofof the woodworld anarl age in wwhichbich the almighty
hashishishib spoken from the heavens anail age in which

hebi has commenced to perform that great work
which the ancients foresaw e the visionvision
of minds was open to the future and
while under the influencefluencehi of the spirit of

opheryp Opbecy they looked down through the
IvistaalstaI1 otor time and saw this as one of the mostmoat

corlous epochs in the worlds history they
siwtw the vastness of hisbishisbis mighty work and the
glory that would ultimately follow I1 feel
that we live in anan important day and genera
tonlon but perhaps it is not every one that looks

A upU Dn it asaa I1 do it is ebli work in which we
arere all engaged that hashaa brought us togtojto ther
ia these peaceful valleysvalleye it is this thatthat hashaa
raised the ire at0 the wicked because of thetiie
truth which has iirenbren revealed from the al-
mighty in these last days it is this that bashas
raised persecution againagainstabbiathisthia eopleleople in the

from whence we came which all ofoe us
I1 might say have more or less ixx erleneriencedcei in
gatheringgi t utUL from among the wicked

nowrow if the world understood what would
ba for theraber true interests for their lasting

y benefit they would hailhall ibslbs event this e a as
MUCmuchh as you and I1 do with joy and rejoicing

14 if they itui der stood and could see and know
jthniithethe great blessings they could dijoylinjoy and be

ilive that this is the work of tiletiie almighty
y th t hebe has actually spoken from the heavens

if they could believe tiiatastila fact and think that
we are led by that supreme power and influx

e ce it seems to me that they waulduld take a
C t IfFerent course if it were possible to en

lighten mankind zenegenerallyrallyraily upon thehe subject 0off
ierour faithfalth then this work would furnish one of
the greatestgreatealtent induced utanta for themtherm to cherish

t instead of persecuting it and also to cherish
f and uphold those that have been sent folfoifoithiliill as

messengers to proclaim thosethoss principles that
havehareaveare benbeenb en revealed I1 say that instead of per
te cuing those messengers vhf are cothel
with salvationsalsai for the human family they
would cherish and sustain them but the
power of the devil which bashas so long reigned
anthe earth still predominates in the healheartshearttrtIs

r of tbepeople and to a greater or lesslebs extent
perhaps theirwhir conci aces are more scared

y cefmcf

their minds more da keened than ever before
and it isia so all over Vt e face of the earth

we hear a few of the things that are trans-
piring in the world now we see its confusion
its opposition to the truth andaniani this ought to
make us the more anxious and determined to
labor for the spread of truth and the building
uptip of the kingdom of god here on the earth
samesime of us heard the gospel in one place and
some in another before the gospel with its
glad tidings reached our ears we were scat-
tered over the ade face of the globe we re-
ceivedce tvedived the ward f life in good and honest
leares and in due time gathered ouioilout ofif mys-
tery babdabbabylonionlon aniani came to be associatedassociate to-
gether where the lord had appointed thare
are many reasons for the saints gathering
and one among the numbercumber is that they can-
not live and enjoy the rights pertaining to
mankemankimankindnd in those countries for thetha simple
leaonrea on that thyth y have become imbued withii ith
the truth from heaven and it is as it was ex-
pressedpressed in the days of the savisavl ur and now
alsokiso the axe isia laid unto the root of the
trees therefore every tree whichbich bringeth not
forth good frarnttit is hewn down and cast into
the firaireaaree 71 x 3 X hence the anxiety
of the saints to sustain this principle which
has for its obaobjectbeet the uprooting of the power j

of satan it is like the axe lallailaulaifI at the root of
the tree which the people are fearful will hew
it downaown 1

we have part in this great andana glorious I1

work and it is ng to lydlva11vs in th a age of
the worldworld it is something moresmorelmore to have those I1

principlesinci plespies revealed to our m ridslids and to have I1

thetrr e responsibility of this ce which
is emanating from on high and also to con
eider our conduct the nebe edity ofat our being i

righteous ce speciallyally those ofcf us mhowhoi ho have I1

beair w eked for the deac es us to be
righteous causes us to throw aside 0 r evil
habitsbabits of life to becomebecom a holy and righteous
people unto the mostalost high thisthia is a prin-
ciplec eipl that we enjoy in this aoeageage and genera
noadoil this Jsis a reformation in vwhich we can
all participate and which the latter day
saints can continually encourage in their
hearts this knowledge and this intelligence
and the principles which we have espoused
bhaveave placedac ed us upon sl plat ormorni through a powerpo ver i

I1

by wwhichch we can be made to associate with
the godsgods of eteternityernits and the sanctified in the
worlds to come iniii this manner those men
who are endoweden bowed with power to overcome
evil with power over themselves and influence
over the minds vfrf others to do them good have
moremere cause to be thankful than that

who hasbas it not in hisbis possession I1 con-
sider that the has a desire to over-
come all evil and practices and
who has power to do so has more cansecancia to
be thankfulul thathann he nhobo h a not this ababiabl ity
to overcome those vicious habits iignorancenora ncenee
andV tr ns which may hav st been contract-
ede bubhubbueI1 e in the world previous to recreceivingeivinelvin
the light ofoe the gospel

let us all live by those I1 es which I1

have been revealed for our salvation and
exaltation and we shall do well this gos-
pel piscesplaces us all upon an equality so that
each and every one mayway act up to hisbis privi-
lege 1 having more or less responsibility ac-
cordingcor ing to hisbis ability which the loilolloidloldd gives
him and which we are cacalcar able of utaAtastainingining
by an exemplary life by integrity by being
faithful and diligent in the pursuit of right-
eousness having humility aand obedience that
we may be endowed with the gifts and gracgracsa
of thothe hailhallholy spirit which are freely imparted
unto all IE we could but see anani l understand
aright we would feel that we were indeed the
mostroost blessed ot any people upon this earth
but wwe do not see and understand enough not
sufficient to induce us to lay aside many evils
that surround us and to obtain that knowledge
and i which should govern and
control usandus ana prompt us onward and keep usua

1 in the purity olat the most holyho y faith we see
acin the beauty and glory of this course
and we seebee the greatpreat trials and difficulties otor
life which are encounterencounteredC d while endeavoring
to be steadfast true and faithfulfath ful day bv aaysayay

there lingers yet about manygopieeoplepeople the
secsectariantartan notinot n that a little rereligionigdon j st
before a man goes out cf the world is suff-
icient tillstilis fallacious doc rine is implanted
in the bosoms of the beope from heir youth
no mat er bow a mallmail has lived if he can
get religion in the hour of death accoaccordingiding to
the sectarian doctrine he is sure of salvation
this tradition still holds its influence over the
minis of some people I1 heard a man saysas
who hadbad been a conspicuous member in thishis
church that this was as gooddmd or better than
any other religion for two or three months
be said be could be as religious as any body
else as steadfast and zealous but then after
that his zeal would die out

I1 have seen more or lessleai of this kind of
feeling and especially among those whom I1
layebayeave obServerf d to take hold with such enthu-
siasma aam at the commencement with blichsuch it
generally dies out but with those that bave
commecommencednied coolly and gone on obtaining in-
fluence by degrees it haghab been somebome

seemeem to see ardada d comprehend as much or more
at first than they ever dtdo afterwards but this
work is not a play it is n- tifft a thing of
naught to be trifled with but it is a thins for
tiette c future as well as the present and should
engage our attention from the beginning and
we should progress aridand increase as it pro-
gressesgresses devoedrevealed religion from onora high is
theue greatest blessing that could possibly come
to0 o man from any source there is no greater
blessing that could be given to the children of
men for their guidance and direction for their
reformation and final salvation in the celestial
ain dorn the world lies in darkness and
wickednessicklck edness and I1 might a ldd that it is bunkbulk
inn sorrow the power of the oppressor is very
great and the oppression upon many people
ia very sore thetiie lord has witnessed the
doings of many people the oppression of the
poor and destitute and behasbehehshas commenced his
work for the purpose of0 redeeming al those
who willwih render obedience tjta the lalawsit a of re
demotiondemp tion an I1 also for the purparpurposeloselosa of bringing
them unto the ilgilelight and understanding of the
truth satan has held the world in the chains
of dirdirenesskness for many centuries ardandaid the dark-
ness

I1

ness in the world is as great as it ever was
iut from thisibis great darkness thralldom and

glngin the loid has set his hand to gather hishig
it is that people are w biting to be

honestleneat before the lord ulaluial ibmic spirit teaches
we may say why does not the lord go forth
with great power and iff his intentions are so
good towards the children of men whyA by rot
manifest bishis power to compel or enforce this
reli on upon mankind simply because man
has hishig agency and the liberty to choose the
good anzaheand refuse the evil to take holdhoid of that

1

which is right and good or he has the ability
to reject itif the lord works in this way be
imparts sufficientclent light for all people avto see
the truth and to understand thatabat it is the best
way and with those that are willing he lets
it worloworic upon their agency se s life and death

I1 before themhem and allowsallows them to say which
they will choose helle will not c ampel people
to walk in the way of salvation but he will
permit them to do as they dasetaseplasepl ase setting be
f re them those things mwhichich are for their
exaltation and show them the result of wick-
edness and then be says choose ye the happi-
ness pfaf thehe one or the misery of the other
mankind being wrought upon by the power of
the devil prefer the pomp of the world and
theyhey would rather h ve its transienttrans ent blessings

and enjoymentsenjoy ments than those of a more enduring
kind tience they reject thehe light despise the I1

good and solid blessinblessings9 of the kingdom of I1

salvation and exaltation and they go on the
road to destruction and they yield themselves
cap ive to that power

well here then are the twotwe roads or abbs
and those who arearc gathered into these valleys

I1

of thefre mountains and who have obeyed tbtie i

first principles of the go pel have made a I1

wise choice and now it is for those who I1

kavelave mademaele this choice not to falter nor allow
their minmindss to be shiow ded in darkness or
led astraastrayY bbylearnedthe traditions and notions which
they have learned or coArcontractedacted in their
younger years and which have thereby gainedaa hold upon t air sensesbenges I1

we can look back and see wherein we might
havehale received many blessings that reliceli itnot and howbow we might have been bene fitted
in various ways provided we had notrotnot given
way to our 0 d traditions there is no salva-
tion in thethi sectarian world there is no son
or daugdaughtbt r of adam but Is just asaa well off
without the sectarian religion as with it so
far as the ordinances of thelile house of god arearc
concerned if we wish to baehale life a d sal-
vation

a
which all people desire to bavehave thisthib

isig the church and this is the clicilchannelI1 ne in
whichidich to find them and it is the ollyaonly channelb
upon the facrac of the earth through iwhichaich sal-
vation can be obtained ilowhow great and glo-
rious are thelleile prospects habhatthat thibthia people have
before them and howbow great and glorious it
is to witness the joy andantl union that exists in
in these valleys among the latter day Ssirilistit
and yet howbow far short we come of that which
our heavenly F ther would afke1 ke to see and
although we feel that we are improving and
saycay that we are encouraged to see the union
and peace matll at do exist and the diligence and
united exertions of the peorpeer ie wh irevernever they
arearc called upon to do and perfo in anat lin
still how manymacy things there areprere that require
to be done in our own bosoms in order th t
we may go oilon to greater perfection thattiethat the
jah power and illuminating ra a of the

gm of ilfelite may be seen and felt to earthy
remotestremotest bounds we are amongst tilethe nns
tion and we have been surrounded by the
wicked and they have been determined andarld
still are hotnot to understandtaril nor see us aright
neither willliiill the wicked 0openelleli their eyes andand
see the work which god tashabhaa commencedommen ced to
perform in thesethesa last daydays but they will con-
strue the doingss of the servantsservant of god lita
selfish motives and to those things that are
unrighteous these wicked people seek to
hoodwink the people to lead them astray
andarld thentheir kivegive us no credit for honesty of pur
rose or desire to divediye me people but they

charge us with indolence sinbinsinisterfatEr motives andabd
and persist in misrepresenting

motives and character the delight in letting
the holiesthollest principles that the world ever
saw be trodden under their feet and the drinori
holy and righteous the principles are thai
are set forth the creater the epoppositiono isia
but tethe t me will be when thetthey wiilwirlwill see us inlit
our proper lihtfight and then ttheyey will see to
their sorrowborrow that they have treated lightly the
messelmessengersgers of the lord cf hosts we read
that the almighty will plead with the people
after another manner those who havebave their
eyes open can see that the lord haghab com-
menced his judgmentsjudgment forthefor the enemies of the
saints have war pestilence andaud every kind of0
evil that will contribute to make hemthem miser-
able and their misery will itii crease upon
them for they have shed the blood of apos-
tles opposed the principles of truth and right

the same as those wicked and hardharv
hearted people who put to death the savior
of mankind which murderous act caused a
ar in nature caused the overflowing ofcf the
sea but no matter what may come the
wicked have some excuse in fact they make
every and all except the true one some will
doubtless see things as they arpar but many
willilllii not until tilethe power of the wicked is
broken pul the lord will break the power
of the adversary if not in one way he will in
another lieile sends forth the principles of
righteousness among the people and do voutou
think he will be thwarted in hisbis purpose no0o
he willeliiA illlii not for he has the power and the
ability to thwart the world and hebe will asashearbehe
has said plead with them through plagues
pestilence ffaminemine distress and afflect ioas of
various undunakinds and until this power is broken
it will result in their destruction to uhethe extentextort
that the righteous will have the ability to
overcome and control that lifluenceinfluence which
has so long held dominiondominfort inthein the vvormorhorldorldoridld

I1 great afflectafflictionslonsions ae in foretorestore for the A ickenady
and the earth will be emptied of sin and ini-
quityqui ty and righteousness will spread abro id
witwithh power and great lim ence S n and inihll
equityquily will be trampled under foot alofe men ithis vaworkork commenced with each and eveeveryry
one of this people in theirt air own hearts it isig
a progressive work and I1ftt is for us to takauke
hold with energy andarld faith and soBO far as we
can obtain light and knowledge gofo on from
one step to another until we shall overovercomecouiecovie
the evil h is within ourselves0 form ald
establish tl e principles of righteousness inia
family associations in cities counties terr-
itoriesri states and kingdoms until we
shall swai ow up the powers of darkness
upon the face of the wholehole earth and
achrach and every one can do and have a part
allotted to them in this great work and ech
and every one of us can find plenty to do itif
we will only do it it requires the utmost ex-
ert ons of the saints tle ertic se of their
abilities physically mental y and morally
and the use of atiall the intelligence anapo
whichaich the human heart and body are capable
of performing we can be day by
day in the great delormare ormationmatlonionlon aidard work otof thetha
I1 st daysdaya in which great torkvork the lord isi 3
engienggengagedged for be it known to all people that it
la him that ia engage I1 helping us in the ac-
complishment 0of thisthia greatgrat workvor kitisinit is in-
deed a great work and v orthy of the admira-
tion of0 all mankind and gods and angelsangela
daubd ti ss lo10loikic upon it with great pleasure
bitnetn e sninfializ Wwithiliill interest the good conduct andard

babersla bars and exertions orof all the faith-
ful for thehe promotion of his righted sB causecanse
upon th earth
ltL t us ever realize that notice is taken

ofC ourr daily I1 lee and of the influence that v e
exertert at home and abroad and of the iriroiiowivelivea
tthath at influence us in our daily acts in our in-
tercoursetercourse with each ototherer adA in eveveryer
capacapacitycity in which weA e are called a act in lifflif
let us daythasay thabthatt there are witwitnessesnesse
who are irkilksilentlent notes takingfakingig 2 and that thethath
reward Isia great always being according to
our works

may the almighty assist us in the great
committed to our indand enable LSt

to
1
gogoI forth with power and energy having

mwithmithith us the principlesplespies of eternal life lnin ileilaalotlit
discharge of our duties day by dayeay hicaaich
shall causecadee an increase of light mid knoino
ledge that will be a satisfactionn to usu anta ri

may we be enabled to be useful in our davday
and generation in building up the kingkingdomdouldonl otitgoibertgoGoi hereberehere upon this earth which I1 akask in the
name of ourcur lord and saviorstalstaitsaior betus christchristu
amen
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