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test of their lives. And if we will | membersof the High Council, and| The 8th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th,|their Quorums of the Lesser Pri t- Dece
not be willing to give our lives to | others. | y ; 15th and 16th éuﬂmﬁl of jElder;'hood, %ﬁ]lef Societies and urgnni?n- The West J ordl:ln?rl?ramla,

the Lord for the advancement
of His cause and kingdom In the
earth, we would not be worthy of
Him, neither would He acknow-
ledge us as His, It is frue, He ma
not put us to that test, but he will
test us sufficiently to know whether
we would be equal to the ocecasion
or not. It is, I say, to pass these or-
deals that we came here; to prove
our integrity and worthiness to
come back into His presence to in-
herit thrones, kingdoms, principali-
ti-s, powers and dominions that are
prepared for the righteous, This is
not a thing of a moment; it was in
the programme before we came
here. We are caliedsto-day, the
time of choosing will ome by and
by, when Christ shall make up his

few things, He will make us ruler
over many. You see it is upon the
principle of faithfulness, and upon
the principle of endurance. I have
no fears in regard to the Latter-day
Saints, as a people, passing these
ordeals and remaining faithful to
the trust re in them; although
many will drop out by the way side
and be lost, for a time atleast in the
gulf that will receive them. You
take those that do not live their re-
ligion, those who swear a little, and
who do & griat many mnaughty
things, who never think of uttering
yprsyer;, and let the enemy come
against us in formidable array, and
even that class would be found ready
with their guns to proteet the lives
and liberties of their friends, this
ple; they would not fiinch either.
es, these wild boys would be ready
to walk up to the cannon’s mouth in
defence of the Latter-day Baints. I
have geen it in times past, and I
have no doubt they, if called upon
and it were neces:ary, would do it
sgain Butl does that excuse them
for not liviag their religion? No. |
They should quit thelr evil practices
that they might be useful in build-
Ing up the kingdom of God upon the
earth, and receive a greater reward,
and be saved in the world to come,
and receive glory and exaltation
which they might otherwise not
have. Because a man may clip his
own glory and exaltation by taking
an unwise course; in fact, he would |
be sure to do it. Blessed is that
man that grows up without sin from

Y |tented by presiding officers except-

The roll was called; there were |
present four Patriarchs and 37 Pre-
sidents of Seventies’ Quorumes. All
the Elders’ Querums were repre-

ing the 6th and 8th Quorums, and
all of the Wards of the Stake were
represen ted.

The Priests’Quorums of Salf Eake
City, Mill Creekt and Draperville;
the 'i‘eachﬁra’ of Herriman, and the
Deacons’ of the 7th, 11th, 21st, Far-
mers’, Dra lle, Herriman and
West Jordan Wards were repre-
sen‘ed.

President A.M. Cannon said there
were 38 Warde, 16 Elders’ Quornms,
3 Quorums of Priests, 4 of Teachers
and over 40 Quorume ef Deacons in
this Stake, and it was impossible to
hear reports from all af the Semi-
Anuoual Stake Conferences, the time
being 80 limited and there being so
much business to attend to. Hence
it was deemed advisable to eall
special meetings, that the presiding
officers of the various organizations
of the Stake might have sn oppor-
tunity of reporting verbally.
Counselor Edward Snelgrove re-
ported that though the High Priesta
Quorum meetings were not as

they enjoyed a good spirit and re-
ceived interesting and profitable in-
structions.

Counselor Elias Morris err-
roborated the report of Edward
Snelgrove, and  suggested iu
addition that in view of
the fact that many of the brethren
were aged and iofirm, it would be
well to bave meetings in central
dist:'cis throughout the Stake, to
give such an opportunity of attend-
Ing gquorvin me tings,

Presigent H. S. Eldredgesaid that
general meetings of the Seventies

twice a month; the attendance was
emall, however, and he wes sorry to

some of the brethren was a disgrace
to their ealling. {The Counecil of the
First Presidents of SBeventies, con-
sisting of the First Presidents of the
Seventies and Elders Edward Ste-
venson, Enoch B, Tripp and Aure-

in couneil, met weekly for the trans-
aclion of business pertaining to the
Seventies. The Seventies Quorums

the purity of his youth, who lives

and dies a fit temple for the abode of
the Holy Bpirit. A man may in an

bour, in an uaguarded moment say

and do things that would affeet him

throughout the never ending ages of
eternity, We should, therefore, be-
the more carefal of our course and
conduet in Iife, and hold fast to that

which is given unto us, and progress
and go on from perfection to perfec-

tion, and try to become as godly in

eur lives as it is possible for us to be

in this probation. Be pure then in

your sphere as God is pure in His.

And purity does not copgist in go-
ing around with a long drawn face
mourning over the sins of the world,
which is something that you cannot
particularly help; but with purity of
mien, with a joyfal ecountenance go-
Ing forth performing your daties,
and keeping yoursell pure and un-
gpotted from the world, from their
wicked and abominable practices.

God will have a pure people, for the
Zlon of God must be pure in heart.
There 1z plenty of material to carry
on this great and glorious work, and
God wili find it through the instru-
mentality of HlIs servants, and if
we wish to have part in it,weshould
be pure ourselves, working the works
of righteousness, provisg day by day
our faithfulness and our integrity to
Him, And that we maystand firm
and faithful to the end, is my prayer,
in the name of Jesus. Amen,
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SPECIAL STAKE MEETINGS.

The first of the special meetings
of the Sainis of this S'ake, called for

December 12th and 13th, convened
in the Assembly Ilall this morning
at 10.o’clock, President Angus M.
Cannon presiding.

There were present on the stand—
Of the First Presiden of the
Chureb, President John ?ny lor.

President Wilford  Woodraff,
Apostle H. J. Grant, and Counselor
{:1). H. Wells, of the Twelve Apos-

es,

Counselors David O. Calder and
Jos, K, Taylor, of the Presidency of
the Stake. '

H. B. Eldredge and W, W, Tay-
lorof the First Presldents of the
HSeventies,

Counselors Edward Bnelgrove and
Elias Morris, of the High Pricsts
Luorum,

{ High > Priests’ Quorum was institu

had been greatly depleted by the or.
dination of the brethren as High
Priests, who had been called fo act
in loeal positions.

Reyorts of their respective Quor-
ums were made by presiding offi-
cers of thel, 2,3,4,5, 9and 10th
Quorums of Elders. There was an
average attendance grnerally of
about one-third of the members en-
rolled, They enjoyed an excellent
spirit at their meetings. Those who
atitended meetings were alive to
their duties and devoted to the
work. They sent Teachers to visit
those who were negligent, with a
view to awakening them to a sense
of the necessity of being more faith-
ful. It was especially remark-
ed that many of those who had
lately been ordained and who had
promized in the Priesthood meetings
to be falthful to their duties, from
various causes, justifiable md’ other-
wise, did not attend their meetings,
President John Taylor said he
could appreciate the remarks of Pre-
gldent Angus M. Cannon in re-
gard to the difficulty of obtain-
ing wverbal reports from the
different departments, and he
felt to endorse the steps that
were now being taken. The First
Presidency and Apostles were en-
gaged In visiting among the settles-
ments of the Saints and their
meetings were crowded everywhere.
It was designed to flll up the vacan-
cies exi=ting among the Seventies
with just as faithful men as could
be found; men who were willing to
devote Lheir lives to the service of
God in time & d sll eternity. The

ted to prepare men for presiding
positions in the wvaricus Btakes, but
as suitable men could not be found
fo flll these positions among the
High Priests, the had been taken
from the BSeventies () orums,
All who fulfilled ;the daties de-
volving upen them would have the
spirit of God altending them accord-
ing to their respecting callings.
Bi-hops and Presidents of Quorums
should deal with those who manifest
their unworthinees of our fellowship
that we might not be found fellow-
shipping Iniguity. He invoked the
blessings of God upon all who were
faithful in the service of God.
Adjourned until 2 p, m,

Dee. 12, 2 p.m.

gen- | important that the Priesthood
erally attended s could be derired, | should qualify themselves to carry

were held in the Council House | Priesthood should be selected from

have to report that the conduct of | illustrated the mournful condition

lins Miner, who acted as alternates | i

that the work of God would
until it prevailed in the earth.

There was sufficient authority and
power in those assembled to accom-

all were faithful, both in bearing the

were then reported respectively by
presiding officers, The reports be-
ing similar to thoge of the Quorums
previously represented.

Preeident Wilford Woodruff in
listening to thereports given to-day,
waas reminded of the parable of the
ten Virgins. He felt that the time
had come for the Priesthood either
to ma their callings or repudi-
ate them, for if there ever was a
time when the Priesthood shou'd be
faithfu), it was the present. They
possessed the keys and authority to
minister in the ordinances of the
Gospel for the living and the dead,
and such men had too much to do
to lend themselves to evil practices.
The Priesthood should be clothed |

all should be faithful in attending
their meetings and in the perform-
ance of all other duties, for this
work did not devolve alone
upon the leaders of the Chureb,
but each one had a work to perform.
Those who had passed through the
early scenes of our history as a peo- |
ple were ing away, and it was

on the work. He felt especially im-
essed with the im ce of
ilding temples that ordinances
for themselvea and thousands of
‘hose who have yassed away with-
out an opportunily of receiving the
(Rorpel 1maight ba performed. He
feared that we did not realize the
importunre of our callings, The
power of God that would exlst in
the last days would be manifested
through the Priesthood. Joreph
was encdowed with the spirit of his
ralling which was a'so enjoyed by
thwe who succeed h'm. The

those whose lives were devoted to
the bui'ding up of the kingdom. He

those who denied the faith after
once partaking of the epirit of life,
while there were mno happier people
on earth than those who were faith-
ful, no matter what their circom-

stances were

were made to deatroy this people.

President Joseph F. Smith gald:

plish the work of God in the earth,if |

Gospel tidings to thenations and in
the performance of the dutles de-
volving upon them at home. He
feared however that there were
many who were indifferent and
careless in regard to their daties
and who instead of being teachers
and leaders, needed to repent of
their own sins. There were exam-
ples set by men of years that were
a disgrace to their callings. Men
would be held accountable for the
examples they set. We all had
weaknesses and hence should be
charitable to our brethren and seek
rather to aid and strengthen than
to crush them, and if we could by
such a course induce the erringcne
to reform we would save our bro-
ther. This was the way Prezidents
should deal with those over whom
they presided, especially would this
apply fo the young and thoughtless
who might not otherwise be wick-
edly inclmed, Their judgments
should beappealed to in kindness
and patience that perchance they
msy be won from their evil ways,
for it was better to suffer much
wrong than to cast ofl' one that
might be reclaimed, for there were
times when even merifed harsh-
ness wou'd drive a young man away
and set his heart agalnst the
the work. But he could not under-
stand how men of expe:ience wio
held the Priesthood and visited dens
of viee could claim to possees the
favor of heaven, such personsshould
be dealt with and shown tbat these
things eauns: be countenanced by
the Lord or His Priesthood. There
might be some excuse fur the young
but even with them the:re was a
time when patience would cease (o
.be a virtue.

Adjourned until 7 p.m.

Dee. 12, 7 p.m.

Meeting again convened.
President Angus M, Cannon said
that the Bishops of the several
Wards would now be called upon to
report the condition of their several
ards, as to their spiritual and

—

good in thelr respec

Blshops. The lists of names invited
being submitted for hisapproval. As
a whole, the Wards were generally
In a fair condition, and the brethren
reported that they were determined
to improve their condition sz far as
they could.

the Church and kingdom of God
were organizad permanently,as also
the varions aids pertaining to it.
lhe as<soc ations organized to im-
prove the young were a beneflt. to
one they would be a benefit to all,
herce the young should avail them-
selves nf their advantages, sni he
would advise all the young to iden-
ti

iinl:]p, that they might grow up un-
der an inflaence that would enable
them to avuid the evils that existed
among us.
sisters of the Relief Societies, especi-
ally referring to their labors to store
| up grain, for the day
was at hand. The gisters were alzo|
doing much good in many other
; respects,
, this was exemplified | war, of famine and
n the indifference that was msni-|at our docrs, and it behooved ums to
fested concerning the efforts that|prepare

He felt that thern would be an |ghould be enrolled in some Quorum.
awakening among the people and | There was a mighty host in Israsl
e | holding the Priesthood,and they
should be alive to their duties, that’
the po
attend,
continue to grow and Iincrease|
in the earith. It was especially im-
portant that the young should grow
ap in the fear of God. He concluded
by invoking the blessings of God | P
apon the Priesthood and

work o God in all its departments

was performmed by a certain class | we were indebted to God for it. If
and when the cry was heard ‘'lo the
bridegroom cometh” he would be

met by &

it would
good and faithful servants, enter in-

had revealed that the various que-
rams of the Prieathood should be

organized and set in order, and that
wgary man discharged hfs duties, [ appropriate and full of meaning to

thoss In presiding positions should |\the Baints. We had been gathered

ba

tions for the benefit of the young
were In good condition. And request-

and South Cottonwood Wards were
represented by their respective

ed the Presidents of the Quorums of | Bishops.

the Lesser Priesthood to report the
condition of ther respective quorumes,

Reports in response to President
Cannon’s request, were thea made
by presiding officers from the 1st,
2d, 8d, 4th, 5th and 6th Waids. The
Teachers were generally faithfal,
The msjority of the Hainis paid
their tithing and were doing well,
The BEellef Bocieties were doirng s

Apostle George Teasdale said he
was reminded of the parable of the
ten virgins by the reports that had
been made. There were always a
certain proportion of the people who
did not avail themselves of the bles-
8ings and privileges of the Gospel.
We had many opportunities of re-
celving instructions, How long
would it be before we would become

good work, greatly aiding the Bishop
in his eare of the poor, and with the
aid of the fast offerings they waml

converted and perform the works of
righteousuess? We should not ex-
pect anyone else to do our work for

generally able to care for their own

poor.
One or more Deacons’ Quorums

upon with the spirit of revelation to | were organized in most all of the
direct them in the rmance of | Wards and were generally ina good
their daties. It was important that | condition. '

The Young Men’s and Young La-
dies’ and Primary Associations and
Sunday Schools were generally or-
ganized, and were accomplishing
tive spheres.
The dances were conducted either
personally or by appointment of the

President Willord Woodrofl said

i

tbemselves with these institn-

He felt toencourage the
of the Lord

The judgments of God, of
pestilence were

for those times.

Those who held the Piiesthood

wer of their callings might
arid Zion

all of thﬂ,

institutions of Zlon.
Apostle F. M, Lyman gaid: The

certain c¢lass and to them
be esaid, ‘“Well done thou }

to the joy of thy Lord.,”” The Lord |

acquainted with those over whom
they were called to preside and should
ses that all were in good working
order, and If this was generally done
the numbers of the faithful might
be greatly increased. All should be
anxious to perform their share of
the work as they wounld be anxious
to obtain their reward; and the va-
rious organizations among us were
for the purpose of etirring us up (0
faithfulness and diligence. A
who held the
ghould be an exemplery man in
all respects, that he might enjoy
the epirit of his ealling and power
minister under the blessings of God
in the departmentsof his ealling,
and had no right to take a course
that would be defrimental in any

person

wonld | we were. The goe

tained in the Lord’s

us, but obey the Gospel ourselves,
and in our every day lives; rejoicing
in the privilege of obeying the com-
mandments of God, instead of re-
garding it as a burden. A

who embraced the Gospel and lived
the life of a Haint would never be
disappointed in the promises of the
Lord. The Lord had affection for
all and we should reciprocate His

[amunn ﬁnl:l seek to accom-
P . Our
estimonles as touwtmth of

the Gospel would not benefit us

unless we exhibited Gospel fruits in
our lives.
Enowledge and likeneas of God by
our unfeigned love for Him and our
obedience to His law.
us to re
ourselves in His hands that He
might use us for the accomplish-
ment of His purposes.

We wounld grow into the

It behooved
pent of our gsins and places

President John Taylor said he
was pleased with the interest mani-

fested by those who had reported
concerning the Saints placed under
theircharge, but it was
bear that so many were ndifferent

painful to
to their duties. The great majority

of the people in the surrounding
Stakes were siriving to live their re-
ligion, perhaps a larger proportion
than had been reported here,
view of the importance of our call-
Inge, meetings of this character were
of great significance. We were not
sent to condemn, but to save the

In

world. The Lord had in great mer-

Fy restored the Holy Priesthood
or
in
men and to minister in the ordinan-
ges of the Gospel and by its restora-
Lion all the pur
{ing the last days wonld be accom-

of
God

the
the

teach-
unto

pur

will of

poees of God concern-

lished, To this end we were operat-

Jing with (hose who had lived on the

and who were
the work than
1 would con-
grow through

earth in past ages
more interested in'

tinue to spread an

the minisirations of the Holy Priest-

hood and Zion be fully established.
He felt to bless the Bishops

and
rayed that thay mightibe endowed
with ten fold greater power to do

good in the midst of the Saints, It

was true we had some knowledge
that the world did not but

we did not listen to God there were
no people on the earth that would.
Those who were led by the spirit of
(God were the sons of God, and by
living up to the principles of the
Gospel we would becomeeven as He
is. 1t behooved us then to magnify
gur callings, Phe sentiments con-

er wele

itogether fo be taught and organized
as the Lord directed, and perform
the labora and receive the blessings
promised to the faithful, and it was

then important that we should seek
fo learn our duties and then per-
form them. We were ca to

build temples and then administer
in them; to repent of our sins and
.make restitution for wrong and then
draw near unto God and learn of
His will concerning us. It was the

Holy Prlesthood | privilege of each to recelve revela-

tions for himself, appropriate to their
¢allings, though there was but one

to | appointed at a time to receive reve-

latiens for the Church. If we were
faithful and interested as a people
we need not fear the efforta
of the wicked., It was our

way to God’s cause, either by pre-
cept or example. And the time

not heeded the voice of the servants
of God, would be astonished to find
them:elves shorn of the blessings
promised to the faithful. Il was
important that we should abide in
the laws of God, it was nof enougb
that we should receive them. We
had no time to waste, as it would
uire all of our lives, well devoted,

to obtain a celestial pfnrjr.
Adjourned until 10 a.m. to-mor-
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Weduesday, Dee, 13, 10 a.m.
The'7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th

finanelal condition, their manner of

The Saints of this Stake agaln

Ao a number of Patriarchs,

convened,

providing for the poor, how they
| Gonducted their dances; Whether

duty to begin to do the will of
God on the earfh as it is done in

would come when those who had] heaven and we would then have a

heaven of our own, and if we would
'Jabor with God and men fought
against us,'He would fight against
them, and Zion would triumph and
the glory of God rest upon her.
Adjourned until 7 p,m.

7 p. m,
The Granite, Hurimng. South
(.‘I urdatn E;gd tﬁa:rmar’u Wards were
repor y their respective Bmhoa.
I Eﬁnﬂ“ - s ﬁﬂm
iav grea 8
ple were atrivin?:'lo live their gﬁ:

aod 18th Wards were re rted ye-
spectively by presiding oflicers,
Adjourned until 2 p.m.

glon which gave us encouragement
to believe the Lord would still own

! us a8 His people. slthough 1§ would




