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A REMARremarkableKABkE DOCTRINAL
DEPARTURE

THE cecase of the revbev mr merri-
man which was lately examined
by a tribunal of the congregational
church at somerville massachu-
setts proves that a great change is
coming over the religious views of

that denomination mr merriman
Is a very able and learned minister
and was for some time president of
ripun college his opinions on
several doctrines established byy long
and undisputed consent as funda-
mental tenets of the congregation-
alists were well known to be very

if not entirely heretical
and hibhis fitness for the popositionaltion of a
congregational pastor was the
subject of investigation before the
tribunal of the sect held at somer-
ville

when questioned ag to his views
concerning the lordslorda supper the
atonement and other doctrines he
9gavea replieslies whwhichch showed that he
di red materiallya rielly from the ortho-
dox creed and when the subject
of the condition of unbelieversbelieversun
after death and the whole
question of the interregnum be-
tween death and the judgment
were brought up he uttered senti-
ments which would have startled
whitfield into horror and amaze-
ment and have caused calvin to
consign him to the doom of the her-
etic the doctrine that probation
ends at beathdeath audand that the fate of
the sinner laIs fixed for ever when he
leaves this worworldridtid haghaa been a settled
principle of protestantism since the
reformation Ccalvinismalvinigm too is a
distinctive feature of congregation-
alism the eternal condition of
mankind according to that creed
was fore ordained and nothing that
anyone cancau do will alter his
tined fate if he is not one of the
elect he will be everlastingly
dadamnedenned and if be is one of the fa
fored few hohe will be saved in spite of
himself

but mrhir merriman takes no stock
inio these oldoid fashioned and absurd
ideas he appealsappears to think that sal-
vation will eventually come to aliall
butbat on the doctrine of probation he
iais clearlyclearlyandand definitely heterodox
and talks as sensibly about it aaas a
lat ter day saint here is what he
said on the bubsubsubjecteject

aa christ was born and died for
allill men so all men will have a
christian probation all are dear
to christ and are to have the offer
of the great salvation but there
are many who hyve no probation
whatever thibthis bideaide of the grave
they lieve nounot exeneven a moral proba-
tion much lesslesa a christian oneoae I1
do not believe that the scriptures
necessitate thetthe theory that death iaIs
the limit of human probation I1
believe that alloilioilyI1 before they comocome to
the judgment aseatbeatasat of christ will
jiava a christian probation 3

IrhUi BOso far as it goes is mormonfAlormon
isan Pure and simple it wasTwas osephjoseph
iriti the prophet who first in this
fhefeebuorations clearly laid down theyochochochrinedoctrinetrIne pt jhothe declaration of the
gospel to the dead as well aaas the
lyljivingivlng HPhe received it by revelationn
froinfrom god and understood it by see-
ing in vaaloa the conditions of all
the inhabitants of thothe earth in the
world to come he made plain the
scripture references to the preaching
of jesus christ to the spirits in
prison on which the doctrine of
baptism forI1 or the dead is based and

cslistishowedowed that all people will have thetile
opportunity of hearing andbind obeying
the gospel oithercither in the body or out
ofdf the body

and why should it not bobe go60 Is18

there anything unreasonable in the
4 idea that the gospel may bobe preached

to mankind out of the body as well
as in the body all christendom
professesprofessesesses to believe that the spirit
beesdees when the body diwdies and that
it is still a sentient being capable
JSpj Ignknowingowinsowing and nc of0 hufEufeuferinflerin

and rejoicing why should not
a departed spirit receive instruction
not imparted to it when in the flesh
and why should the insinstructed spirit
not be abidablo to believe repent and
seek unto god for sniealsalvation

these are questionsquestions that are not
answered in lethe christian sects ex-
cept by the dogmatism of preachers
who know no more about the sub-
ject than their hearers they de-
clare that death ends probation and
shuts off all opportunities for
repentance and thus limit the
power of god and narrow the
sphere of thothe angel of mermereymercys
while they create doubt in the
mind ag to thejustleejustice of the great
jehovah andend to the truth of the
christian religion thus BOso shameful
ly17 perverted

while mr merriman undand others
who think for themselves have been
able to perceive the error of the
common theology on these points
they are still in the dark on many
things connected therewith if all
people are to hear christs gospel
what Is the condition of mankind
after death the generally accept-
ed doctrine laIs that men and women
either go to heaven or hell wwhenhen
they die what is their position
do they all go to the same place
are there many mansions prepared
for the dead can the gospel ordin-
ances be received there Is there
any difference between the of
gospel preaching in the spirit world
and in the material world are
there sects and churches there
do the spirits who the gospel
dwell in tbthee same sphere as those
who receive it not do peo-
ple who have rejected it inin
the flesh hear it again in thetho spirit
canacan a disembodied spirit reject the
truth and if so what are the con-
sequences these are a few of the
considerations growing out of the
vlowsviews which have dawned upon the

1 mind of the congregationalist tried
for his fitness to the ministry but on
which he has no definite knowledge
and cannot have without receiving
the revelations of god given in
modern times

when pressed for furfurtherther explana-
tions mrair merriman said

the line of probation is thothe final
judgment between death and then
there might bobe redemptive progresss
evil did not exist and may be ter-
minatedminaininated and the everlast-
ing applied to punishment does not
necessitate the theory of illimitable
evil crer suffering nothing in scrip-
ture prevents prayers for wthee dead

it is not wonderful that thothe gen-
tleman should entertain views of
this kind but it Is astonamton shing that
the ecclesiastical tribunal which
heard hlahia expressexpressionsious should have
held him fit to occupy a Con grega
dional pulpit mr merriman was
formally accepted and approved as a
pastor and thus the council virtual-
ly endorsed what a few years ago
would have been denounced as the
rankest heresy the believer in

h stood no chance for salvation
to sayeay nothing of hishid qualifications
as a teacher of religion

we have no fault to find with the
men or the body that accepted the
couragecourageousousoui preacher who had the
sense to perceive the fallacy of the
commonly accepted doctrine and the
boldness to oppose it but it is a
strange thing to see thothe representrepresenta-
tives

i
of a sect holding dosdozpositiveluve arti-

cles of fafalthfaith1ethl accepting a miniministerater
who dissents from somesomo of the cheif
tenets of its creed and prpreacheseachescaches sen-
timents that are as antagonistantagonisticio to
it as truth is to error

oneono thing is very clear to those
who watch the growth of religious
ideas in the world and that is that
the preaching of the elders of this
church though denounced by the
various sects and opposed by the ex
poundera of modern christendom
have had a powerful effect upon the
religious mind and have modified to
a ververyy large extent the religious
views of a vast number ofot people in
every country where free thongthoughtht

I1 prevails

THE ELECTION

FROMbrom advisesadvices received it appears
that a largelargo vote wswaaw a polled olifill over
the territory on monday in favofavorr of

statehood for utah and the
tion of thothe constitution of 1882
when thtb 0 are in we will give
the statistic Y

in view of the probability that
utahufah will bobe treated ataft the present
juncture ssas ouon former occasions
when applying for admicalin in-
to the union the vote kyaskvas I1 larger
than wo anticipated sniandani ITyea are
assured that jf thothehe nirevire
that the rights ofp the people of this
TeriTeriiloryorvory would be ionconcededsonceded ohp

vote in favor of state government
would have been Immenimmeneetejspi and
much larger inin proportion to the
population than ever cast in a
territory of the united states

those who have taken part
in the present movement what-
ever may bobe the result will
have the satisfaction of knowing
that they have done their duty and
that it is no fault of theirs if thuthe best
Tterritory under the government of
the united states iaIs still unjustly
and foolishly excluded from ihatha
union

ANSWERS TOquestions
A correspondent writes from
rockvillerocBockville asking us to answer two
questions through the NEWS for the
benefit of the people in his section
of the country who seem to be la-
boring under a misunderstanding in
relation to them the first is didlidid

the governor sign the liquor law
published in the NEWS
the herond isas greanfidancan a man have
more than threthree bitneswitnessesses in anyuny
base or can hohe summon a larger
number and when he has proved
the polpoi t by threethrees decline calling
any moreamoremoro2

we answer fleessyeb to the ilfirstrbt
question the governor did bisignagn
elleelie liquor billsbill and it has bebecomeome
jawlaw we should not have published
it if it had not been signed by the
Governor without notifying the pub-
lic to that effect and if our friends
in RockKocrockvillekilleWille will take the trouble to
look they will find certificate of
the secretary of the territory at-
tached to theace as published inthe
deseret EVENING NEWS of march

to the otherothen questionqu we reply
that under the old statute to be
found anin the compiled laws
page a summons had to
be issued by the justice or
judge for all the witnesses requir-
ed in any case to be tried but nei-
ther partyhoarty was allowed to have
moremora than three witnesswitnessesea to prove
tilethe fame act when three persons
had given evidence on one point
that was deemed sufficient but
other witnesses could testifytestily toothto otherothener
allegations in the samebame cacaselrecre no
limit beingboing nixedfixed by law to their
number except as here defined

but the newnow law of criminal
procedure which repeals the act
of 1853 provides that the magistrate
must issue subpoenas for witnesses
required by either the prosecution or
the defence and granyany witness the
defendant may produce must be
sworn and examined there apUP
pptarbarsara to biby no restriction as to the
number of witnesses in the present
criminal practice act

wowe lopalopeiopa answers will
prove sufficient to settie ilio ilslisuis

and for further ingot mationmatlon wowe
refer to the act enon criminal proce-
dure in the laws of 1878 and to
pages 8 compiledcomplied laws of utah

WHAT CONGRESS ganGAS DDO0

HUNTihustihuntingtonNaTON emery county
utah may 3rdard 1832

editor deseret wenews
I1 wish to ask you a question viz

can congress pass a lwhw to make
sour grapes grow on a sweet apple
tree it seemsbeema to me they can if
they can make legitimate children
babe born of illegitimate parents the
edmunds bill makes all children
born before january issa legiti-
mate now does not that legalizegalizale
the acts of the parents up to that
time if that is BOso where can there
be found a precedent for a bill that
makes an act clicilminal and provides
punishment for it to take effect
from the passage of the bill and
afterwardsafterwardsinthein thethu same instrument
legalizes thelast for a certain time
it is no wonder that new legislation
is wanted to make the edmunds
bill effective it beemaseema to me the
points in it are about csas hard to findbad
as the following

A man was seen very early one
morning scratching around in a
chaff pile and when asked what hohe
was looking torfor rinsinanswered very sioslow-
ly

w
1I lost a tack here lastlest night and

I1 was jjuatjustnat looking to see if I1 could
fandtf ad it yours respectfully

IVWHH
the doctrine iais that congress can

do anything with the territories
therefore congress may pass a lawair
to makemakes eunsour grapes or ww beet grapes
grow on any kindmind ofaf a tiatieece in the

but not in the states As
to precedents they form no guide to
the present congress and as almr
harr declare 00 or ng

constitution law or no law a cer-
tain object was to be attained abbu
the mmajorityarity would not stop to
puzzle brains over legal or
constitutional considerations but
while it is easy enough to passpasa laws
against nature and common sensebenso
it Is not generally so easy to en-
force them ED

OF einKIN conspirators
HUMAN credulity Is veryvey great
especially when thetho judgment is
warpwarpededbyby cupidity or hopehopa tellstella
such a flattering tale of fortune
that suspicion is silenced anscomand com-
mon sene is put to sleep stories of
immense sums of money to which
somegome poor man or woman has fallen
heir are very common in the public
ioufourjournalsmaismals it is noticeable that these
great fortunes are always located
abroad england iaIs generally the
place where residents of the united
states are to recover fabulous sums

or large estates and australia
figures in the amefame way for resi-
dents of great britain in almost
every instance the newspaper story
is a fraud

weve do not mean to sayeay that thebothese
tales of sudden leaps from poverty
to affluence are concoconcoctedcedeed by news-
paper men certainly not who
ever knew of a reporter fabricating
a story of any kind they are
generally published in good faith
as told by thothe parties expectant
these are the victims of an
organized and unprincipled conspir-
acy keen artesaheartenshebeartess and greedy
swindlerslers in enghenglandand find a wide
field of operations for their craft in
america and australia and the
parties who fall a prey to these wile
aid in thotha furtherance of the
schemes by publishing their sup-
posed good fortune to thothe world

we have frequently seen abama pam-
phlet which Is periodically issued by
iia firm in a long
alphabetical list of lost heirs and
next of kin inheritors who are
wanted persons whose names

answer to those found in the list
many of them being the most com-
mon of cognomensomens are induced to
correspond with the firm issuing
tltheto pamphlet and onceoneo caught in
thethothenetathenetnet woven for the feet odtheof the
guileless they are never bunniered to
escape until they are drained ofo
every drop of coin or currencurrencycy which
can be sucked out of them

one concern of this kkindhindI1iidild1
Iis called

the international law agency
its headbeadheadquartersquarters have been
in birmingham thouthoughh a
similar concern has been
carried on in london people in
england have been induced to payfaypay
scoundrelsthe connected with
ranging from ten to two
hundred pounds in the hope of re-
covering the fortunes represented to
be awaiting them as beira at law
or legateeslegatees the charges are for
96rowerspowers of attorney letters of ad-
ministration sesearchesaiches and other
pretended servicescervicesvices and documents
poorfoor people have been induced to
sell or pawn eeveryvery available article
to pay thesethesa swindlerslers for pretended
legal expenses and have never

discovered the shameful imposture
until despoiled of the uttermost far-
thing

claimclaim aagentsgents also ply their trade
in newkew york and other reasterneastern
cities thothe modemolde of operation of
theaothese sharpers is to cut out every ad-
vertisementverti published in english or
other papers in relation to unclaim
claimed property and then if they
find a person of the same name
living in this country they write to
him saying they havehavo reason to be-
lieve that he has a claim on a cccer-
tain

r
tain estate and that if he will reremitmit

32 or sa3 they wiltwill send further par-
ticularsticulars well aja2 Is not much even
ifnothing comes tfof it undend as a rulerula
the blitbat is swallowed and the inmoneyoney
sentbent in return the sender receives
a copy of the advertisement with a
notice that if hohe thinks it worth
while to have a copycory of the willwiil and
other particulars a further remit-
tance ofaof 5 or 10 will benchebe saryeary
andioand so the excited and expectant
simpleton is led along until hohe is
sucked dry like anqu gransegrange and
dropped ag juljuijuicelessceless and therefore
useless to the swinswindlersdierslers

in mostmoat cees the amounts paid
are small and the defrauded papaillesI1 ties
are too e and ashamed to
makemalie any outcry audand KOgo the spiders
who mple human fillsfliss are
sufibutteredbiedbled towalto veaveayoavo their webswebb and
grow fat ouon bumanhuman cregutcredulitylity with-
out exposure

weye draw attention to this hum-
bug lest somebome of dardurouroar madersreaders mightinight
be caught with the snaresrefirell thuathug betset

for the feet of the unwary aliiand
we warnvarn all who beeeee these lines totv
beware of next of kin advertise
menti and heir at law man trapsany business connected with the
rerecovery of property really left by
willwih or inheritance can be attended
to by respectable attorneys or eollo
igors known to the parties interest-
ed and there Is no need in the world
to be drawn into the meshes of ra-
scally claim agents or swindleswindlingg
Iginternational law associations

THE ANNUAL SCHOOL MEET
INGS

THE attention of school trustees kt
once more directed to the law in re

lation to the annual school meeting
at which in addition to other busbush

hesss one trustee should be elected
in eacherch school district for the ansu
ing ththreeaeetee years under sections 2

and 3 of the act of 1880 the tinetime
for the holding of themthese school meet
ings was the first monday in junJUD
butBut at the latest session of the 1le-
gislaturegislature some amendments wenaweft
made tp thothe school law of 1880isso Mdand
among them was the following

section 3 of eaideald act Is herebihereby
amended in line fourteen by
ing out the words 1 abialti
Qjunekneillanduneiplandillandand inserting in lieu there-

of the words 41second end july
the etreoeffectt of this amendmentamendeeamendme t iiit

to change thetho time for the annuelanndel
school meetings from the filisiflis mon-
day in june to the second mondal
in july the lawjaw ofaf IN
is also amended by changik
the time when the census must h
taken of the children of school agot

in each district this must nowa
done before the lebond munday ki
july theBethetho schoolhoolhooi year bommencommenciecoqI1

on thothe first day of july and endina
on the last day of june the repot
of the census Is to be made to thth
county superintendent on or beffabafo
the loth day of august

the amamendmentsd enestoto the school hi
were published in the deserndesenn
NEWS shortly after the adjournmedimehi
of the legislatureLegiA1 lature and now apper
in the territorial superintendentSuperintendentil
report just issued from this offiel isuperintendent nuttall will shortly
place thethel report in the hands of ticthetiethe
school officers in the tawosvaeuseug
distridistrictsets EOso thatthra thoythey will be ableabieablertoto
post theinethernethemselveselves in relation to the
change in thetho lawslaw the new tabttabi

formsforma torlor reports etc
before the timotime arrives for titititetil

publication or posting of notices fafor

the annual school inee tin gaw ahoism
have something to say to the ans
teea in regard to the election pmpro
videdaided forfon in the lawlow to take phaplu
on that occasion for the presentpresert
this will sumsufsufficemleeflee

LOCALT AMani OTHER mamemime
I1

fronFROM lallybaily MAY

the cassidy case in thedthewtheuthem
of cassidy charged waalgittgitl

anaw attempted outrage3 upon the aepel
son of a woman in thethe
the time of the police court vtvj
taueu up in receiving the
of the prosecuting witnessbitnes who tohtok

a very direct and dedetailed
tilethe brutal affair thoth case kutomutowm to

bobe resumed at todayto daisday whentheatteabel
evidence of the woman who is pw
krietor of the house in which tb
outrageIN occurred waswaa to betakenbetokenbetaken 13

statestates8 that bhoshe saw a portion otof thtia
atstruggletuggle between cundy and hibi
intended victim through uhethe vbw

dows atterafter vainly endeavoring I1

gain admittance by the door whid
had beenbeell locked on the inside I1k
the accused

sanitary murfa in the ct
marshal and the officersfeign

who bvbol
assisted him in that special depa
mentbent have donedona a gcoy worki

seeing that property owners asa

occupants have obeyedhyed01 the ordinal
in leielationlation to cleaning up tit
premisespromises several hundred lo10
garbage have been cartedcantedcai

arted away fra
the surface of the central part ofoft0
city already and sost far as
ble to the eye the sanitary condicondl tjitit

of that portion of the totownpvn fa 1I

tolerablytoafbably fairflir shapo
of courocourse taij cleaning upPP proofprod

has necessarily neenneongeaden of the ikeki
magMing order the underground 0uga
ances being much more

I1

thanthap those projecting on the top
thothe groundaround butbat ahme ureare net
prelprespresentnt reapreachablehablehabie by the offida
wild await ihotho 0enactmentt P

subsequent enforcement of eaw
gitary laws for the Ccorporationor ration mudmid
wider14ei andand moromorein oro barcsearchingrI1in in thil
application than thoe nownov


