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A REMAREKABLE DOCTRINAL
DEPARTURE.

Tae case of the Rev. Mr. Merri.
man, which was lalely examined

by a tribunal of the Congregational
Church at Somerville, Massachu-

setts, proves that a great change is
coming over the religlous views of
that denomination, Mr. Merriman
{s a very able and learned minister,
and was for some time President of
Ripur College. His opinions on
several doctrines established by long
and undisputed consent as funda-

mental tenets of the Congregation-
alists, were well known to be very
“advanced” if not entirely herefical,
and his fitneas for the position of a

tional tor was the
subject of investigation before the
tribunal of the sect held at Somer-
ville.

When questioned as to his views
concerning the Lord’s supper, the
atonement and other doctrines, he
gave replies which showed t-haﬂ he
differed materially from the ortho-
dox creed. And when the subject
of the condition of unbelievers
after - death, and the whole
question of the interregnum be-
tween death and the judgment
were brought up, he uttered senti-
ments which would have sgtartled
Whitfleld into horror and amsze-
ment, snd have caused Calvin to
consign him to the doom of the her-
etic. The doctrine that probation
ends at death aod that the fate of
the sinner is fixed for ever when he
Jeaves this world, has been a settled

ciple of Protestantism since the

formation. Calvinism, too, is a
distinctive feature of Congregation-
alism, The eternal condition of
mankind, according to that creed,
was fore-ordained, and nothing that
anyone can do will alter his predes-
tined fate. If he is not one of the
elect, he will be everlasiingly

 damned, and if be is one of the fa-
vored few he will be saved in spite of
himself. -

‘But Mr. Merriman takes no stock
in these old-fashioned and absurd
jdeas. He appears to think that sal-
vation will eventually come to dll.
Bat on the doctrine of probation he
is eclearly and definitely heterodox,
and talks as sensibly about it as a
Latter day Saint. Herels what he
eaid on the subject:

Ay Christ was born and died for
all men, 8o all men will have a
COkristian probation. All are dear
to Corist, and are to have the offer
of the great salvation. But there
are many who have no probation
whatever this side of the grave.
They have not even a moral proba-
much Jess a Christian one. 1
do not believe that the Bceriptures
necessitate the theory that death is
the limit of human probation. I
believe that ail, before they coms to

the judgment seat of Curist, will
h'nw'n‘ a Christisn probation.”

Phis so far as it goes is **Mormon-
fsm®’ pure and simple. It was Joseph
Smith the Prophet who firat, in this

neration, ¢learly laid down fthe

octrine of the declaration of the
Gospel to the dead as well as the
living. He received it by revelation
from God, and nnderstood it by see-
ing in vision the conditions of all
the inhabitants of the earth in the
world to come. He made plain the
Qeripture references fo the preachiog
esus Christ to the spirits in
P on which the doc¢irine of
baptiem tor the dead is based, and

_showed that all people will have tie |

_oepportunity of heariag and obeying
& tﬂg Gospel either in the body or out
“pf the body.

. And Wh)’rﬂhﬂuld it not be so? -Is
there anything unreasonable in the

jdea that the gospel may be preached | j

ankind out of the body as well
2?:1 the body? All Christendom
frufama to

jves when the body dies, and that
it is still a sentient being capable

: of knowing and acting, of sufferin

jeve that the spirit|

pnot imparted to it when in the flesh?
And why should the instructed spirit
not be abl: 10 believe, repent and
seek unto God for salvation?

These are questions that are not
answered in the Christian sects, ex:
cept by the dogmatism of preachers
who know no more about the sub-
ject than their hearers. They de-
clare that death ends probation and
shuts off all opportunities for
repentance, and tnus limit the
power of God and nariow the
sphere of the angel of mercy,
while they create doubt in the
mind as to thejustice of the great
Jehovah, and to the truth of the
Christian religion thus so shameful-
ly perverted. . :
" While Mr. Merriman und others
who think for themselves have been
able to ive the error of the
common theology on these points,
they are still in the dark on many
things connected therewith. If all
people are to hear Christ’s gospel,
what is the condition of mankind
after death? The generally accept-
ed doctrine is that men and women
either go to heaven or hell when
they die. What is their position?
Do they all go to the same place?
Are there many mansions prepared
for the dead? Can the gospel ordin-
ances be received there? Is there
any difference between the eflects of
Gospel preaching in the spirit world
and in the material world? Are
there sects and churches there?
Do the spirits who recelve the gospel
dwell in the same sphere as those
who receive it not? Do
ple who have rejected it in
the flesh hear it again in the spirit?
Can a dirembodied spirit reject the
truth? And if so, whas are the con-
sequences? These are a few of the
considerations growing out of the
views which have dawned upon the
mind of the Congregationalist tried .
for his fitness to the ministry, but on
which he has no definite knowledge
and cannot have without ramiuingl
the revelations of God given in
‘modern times,

When pressed for further explana-

| the poiut by tbree, decline calling

| in Rockwille will take the trouble to

much larger in proportion-to the
;:In?pulatinn t.hnnpaver cast in a
erritory of the United States,
Those who have taken part
in the present movement,; what-
ever be the result, wiil
have the satisfaction of knowing
that they have done their duty, and
that it is no fault of theirs if the best
Territory under the Government of
the United States is stiil, unjustly
and foolishly, excluded fruiu: the

Union.

——

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

A CORRESPONDENT wriles from
Rockville asking us fo answer two
questions through the NEwS for the |
benefit of the people in his section |
of the country, who seem to be la-
boring under a misunderstanding in |
relation to them. The first is, “Did

the Gevernor erign the ligquor law |P

published in the DESERET NEWS?”
The second 18, “Can a msan have
more than thrce witnesses in any
case, or can he summon a larger
number, and when he has proved

any more?”

We answe:r ““Yes” to the first
question. The Governor did sign
the liguor bili, and it has become
lJaw, We should not have published
it if it had nof been signed by the

| warped by cupidity, or hope fells

the majority would ““not stop to
puzzle their brains over la’ga.l or
constitutional coneiderations.” But
while it is easy enough to pass laws
agalnst nature and common gense

it is not generally so easy {o en-
force them.—ED.]
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REXT-0F-KIN CONSPIRATORS.

HUMAN credulity is very great,
especially when the judgment is

such a flattering tale of fortune
that suspicion is silenced and com-
mon sgene is put to sleep. Btories of
immense sums of money to which

some poor man or woman has fallen
heir, are very common in the publie

fournals. It is noticeable that these
great fortunes are always located
abroad. England is generally the
lace where residents of the United
States are to recover fabulous sums
or large estates, and Australia
figures in the rame way for resi-
dents of Great Britain. In almest
every instance the newspaper story
is a fraud-

We do not mean to say that these

fales of sudden leaps from poverty
to affluence are concocted by news-
paper men, Certainly not, Who
ever knew of a reporter fabricating
a story of any Ekind? They are

Governor,without notifying the pub-
lic to that effect, and if our friends

lcok, they will find ths certificate of
the Secretary of the lerriiory at-
tached to theAct as published in'the
DﬁERET EvENING NEWS of Mnmhl
15th,

To the other questicn we reply
that under the old statute, to be
round - in - the Compiled Laws

page 653, a summons had to
be issued the  jusfice or
judge for all the witnesses requir-

ed in auy case to be tried, but nei-
ther party was allowed to have
more than three witnesses {o prove
the same fact. When ihree persons

tions, Mr, Merriman sald:

The line of probation is the final
judgment. Between death avd then
there might be redemptive progress,
Evil did not exist and may be fer-
minated, and the phrase ‘everlast-
ing’ applied to punishment does not
necesgitate the theory of illimiiable
evil er suffering. Nothing in scrip-
ture preventis prayers for th:e dead.

It is not wonderful that the gen-
tleman should entertain wviews of
this kind; but it is aston shing that
the ecclesiastical tribunal which
heard his expreszious, should have |
held him fit to occupy a Congrega-
tional pulpit. Mr. Merriman was
formally accepted and approved as a
pastor, and thus the council virtual-
I
wyuuM have been denounced az the
rankest beresy, the believer in
whizh stood no ¢hance for salvation,
to say nothing of his qualifications
as a teacher of religion.

We have no fault to find with the
men or the body that accepted the
coursgeous preacher who hail the
sense to perceive the fallacy of the
commonly accepted doctrine and the
boldness to oppose it. Buat it is a
strange thing to see the representa.
tives of a seet holding posiiive arti-

endorsed what a few years ago|P

had given evidence on one point,
that was deemed eufficient, but
other witnesses could testify to other
allegations in the same case, no
fimit being fixed by law to their
num ber except as here defined.

But the nmew law of Criminal
Procedure, - which repecals the Aci
of 1853, provides that the magistrate
maust issue subpoenas for ‘*witnesses
required by either the prosecution or
the defence’ and “‘any witness the
defendant may duce must be
sworn and examined.” There ap
pears Lo be no restriction as to the
number of witnesses in the present
Criminal Practice Act. -

We lope thete an=wers will
rove suflicient Lo s=ilue Lhs yis
pute, and for further informstion we
refer to the act cn criminal proce.
dure in the Laws of 1878, and to
pages 505-8 Complled Laws of Utah
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WHAT CONGRESS CAX DO.

HyuNTINGTON, Emery County,
Utah, May 3rd, 1882,

FEditor Deseret News:

I wish to ask you a question, viz:
can Coungiess pass a law to make

cles of faitb, accepting a minister
who dissents from some of the chief

sour grapes grow on a sweet apple

tenets of its creed, and preaches gen- | tree? It seems to me they can, if

timents that are as an
it as truth is to error.

ideas in the world; and that is that
the preaching of the Elders of this
Church, though denounced by the
various secis and opposed by the ex-
undera of modern Cbristendom,
ave had a powerful effect upon the
religious mind, and have modifled to
a very large extent the religious
views of 8 vast number of people in
every countfry whete free thought
prevails.

-

A

THE ELECTION.

Frou advices received it appears
that a large vete was polied all over
the Territory on Monday in favor of
Siatehood for Utah and the ratifica-

When the retprns are in we will give
the statistic-,

In view of the probsbility that
Utat will be treated at the present

when applying for admisgin in-
to the Union, the vole was 'larger

they can make legi
NG 28 | b Bomm, " Ulsaiianate Darun s, The

One thing is very clear to those| Edmunds bill makes all children
who watnhgtha growth of religious | born before January 1st, 1883, l-giti-

tion of the Coustitution or 1882.{ find it.”

uncture &8 oB fermer occasionsi Therefore Congress may pass a law

mate. Now does not that legalize
the a¢ts of the
time? If that is so, where can there
be found a precedent for a bill that
makes an act ciiminal and provides.
punishment for it, to take eflect
from the e of the bill, and

passag
afterwards in the same Instrument |

1 e t for a cerfain time.
It is no wonder that new legislation
is wanted ;to make the ;Edmunds’
bill effeclive, it seems to me the
points in it are about as hard to find
as the following:

mornin

chaff pﬁmIl and when asked what he | And 80 the excited ani expec

was looking for snewered very slow-
ly, “I lost a tack here last night and
1 was just looking to see if I could

timate children |

parents up to that{find a

A man was seen very early one |other
scratching around in a|tance of $5 or $10 will be neceszeary.

generally published in good faith
as told by the parijes expectznt.
These are the victims of an
organized and unprincipled conspir-
acy. Keen, heartless and greedy
swindlers in England find a wide
field of operations for their craft in
Ameriea and Australia. And the
parties who falla tgmy to these wile=
aid in the furtheranecs of the
schemes by publishing their gup-
peeed good fortune to the world.

We have frequently reen a pam-
phlet which is periodically issued by
a firm in England,econtaining a long
alphabetical list of ‘“lest heirs” and
“‘next-of-kin inheritors” who sre
‘““‘wanted.” Persons whase names
answer 1o those found in the list—
many of them being the most com-
mon of cognomens, are Induced to
correspond with the firm jssuing
the pamphlet, and once caught in
the net woven for the feet of the
guilelees, they are never suffered to
escape until they are drained of
every drop of coin or currency which
can be sucked out of them,

One concern of this Kind is called
“The International Law Agency.”

Its ¥ uarters have been
in Birmingham, though =a
similar concern has been
carried on in London., People in

England have been induced to pay
toe ecoundrels connected with it,fee=
ranging from ten shillings to two
hundred pounds, in the hope of re-
covering the fortunes represented to
be awaiting them as heirs at law
or legatees. The charges are for
“powers of aitorney,” ‘““letters of ad-
ministration,” *‘searches,” and other
pretended services and documents.
Poor people have been induted to
sell or pawn every available article
to pay these swindlers for pretended
““legal expenses,” and have never
discove the shameful imposture
until despoiled of the uttermost far-
thing,

“{lalm sgents’ also ply their trade
in New York and other eastern
cities. The mode of operation of
thege sharpers is to cut out every ad-
vertisement published in English or
other papers in relation tounclaim-
claimed property, and then, if they
persvn of the same name
living in this country, they write to
him, saying they have reazon to be-
lieve that he has a c¢laim on s cer-
| tain estale, and that if he will remit
$2 or $3, they will send further par-
ticulars. Well, $2 is not much, even
if nothing comes of it, end as a rule
the bait is swallowed and the money
gent. Inreturn the sender receives
a copy of the advertizement, with a
notice that if he thinks it worth
while to have a eopy of the will and
particulara, a further remit-

tant
simpleton I8 jed along unti] he is
sucked dry like an orange. and
dropped ag Juiceless and therefore

Yours respectfully,
W. H,
[The doctrine is that Congress can
doanything with the Territories,

to make sQur grapes,or sweetl grapes
grow on any kind of a tiee in the

than we anticipated. and we are
assured that if the likelihoods were
that the righi{s of the

useless to the swindlers,

In wmost cices the amounts paid
are small, and the defrauded paities
are too chagrined and ashamed to
make any oulcry, and so the spiders
who ecalch gimple, buman flics are
suffered to weaye their webs and
grow fat o human cregdulity with-

Territories but notin the States. As
to precedents, they form no guide to

out expogure,
We draw attention to this hum-

people of this|the pregsent Congress, and ‘as Mr, | bug, lest some of our readers might
| Teriifory would be gonceded, thel Horr dmlargd? #Constitution or no be caught with the snares thus set|

beware of next-of<kin advertigs.
ments and “heir-at-law’ man- |
Any business connected with
recovery of property really left by
will or inheritance, can be attendsq
to by respectable atiorneys or solig
itors known to the parties interest.
ed, and there is no need in the worl
to be drawn into the meshe¢s of ras
cally “claim sgente” or swin
“International” law associations,

— g 4 A+ i ——

THE ANNUAL SCHOOL MEET
INGS.

THE attention of schocl trustees i
once more directed to the Jaw in e
lation to the annual school meeting
at which, in addition to other busi
nesss, one trustee should be electe
in each school district for the ensy
ing thiee years. Under sections !

and 3 of the Act of 1880, the tims
for the holding of these school meet
ings was the first Monday in June
But at the latest gession of the Is
gislature, some amendments wen
made {p the school law of 1880, ang
among them was the following:

“‘Section 3 of eald Aet is herely
amended in line fourteen, by strik
ing out the words ‘‘flist”
#June,””and inserting in lieu thers
of the words “‘second” =nd “July?

The effect of this amendmeut §
to change the time for the annwy
school meetings from the fliss Mo
day in June to the second Mon
in July. The law of 1
is aleo amended by changiy
the time when the census must k
taken of the children of school ag
in each district. This must nowy
done befcre the second M.nday I
July, the school year commenciny
on the first day of July and endiy
on the Jast day of June. The repo
of the census is to be made to th
County Superintendent on or befgn
the 10th day of August,

The amendments to the school lay
were published in the Dguserp
NEwS sghortly after the adjournmen
of the l.ezislature, and now appe
in the Territorial Buperintendent
Report, just issued from this offiee
Superintendent Nuttall will shortly
place theireport in the hands of the
school officers in the wariws
dirtricts, so that they wiil be ablef
poet themeelves in relation to the
change in the law, the new tabu
lated forms for reports, ete,

Before the' time arrives for th
publieation or posting of noticesfo
the annual school meetings, we shi
have something to say to the trs
tee: In regard to the election
vided for in the law, to take pE
on that occasion. For the presen
this will suffice,
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LOCAL AND OTHER MATTERS

FROM FRIDAY'S DAILY, MAY &

The Cassidy Case—In the &
amination of (Jassivy, charged wil
an’ attempted eutrage upon the pe
son of & woman in the Eighth Wan
the time of the police court W
taken up in receiving the testimom
of the prosecuting witness, whotol
& very direct and detailed storyt
the brutal aflair. The case wash
be resumed at 1.30 to-day, wheuthe
evidence of the woman who is po
{ prietor of the house in which th
outrage cecurred was to betaken. Sb
states that she saw a portion of
struggle between Cassidy and bl
inlended victim through \he wi
dow, afler vainly endeavoring |
gain admittance by the door, whit
had been locked on the inside !
the accused.

1

#

Sanitary Surfacing.— The O
Marshal and the officers who by
asgisted him in that-special de
Tmunt, have done a gcod work!
seeing that property owners @
occupantis have obeyed the ordinan
in 1elation to" eleaning up th
premises, Feveral hundred loads
garbage have been carled away fio
the suriace cf the central part of
city already, and so far as ghsen
ble to the eye, the sanitary conditk
of that portion of the town #!
toilgrnbly fair shape, ’ |

Uf course the cleaning up progd
has necessarily Leen of the 55
ming order, the underground nu
ances being much more noisor
than those projecting on the top!
the ground, Rut these are not!
present reacheble by the offieet
who await the enseiment #
subsequent enforcement of &
itary laws for the corporation mud

wider and more searching in thel
application than thoge now existing




