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almosphere wae sulpborons aod re-
marks dangerons ss the tramp rlder
appeared Juggiog tbe expiess into Lhe
stutlon vnd perhspe It was thepe ocoa
sione that gave bim the repotation o
tbhe srticles referred to,

There wae Bo euch tbipg as relays
reascy, eaddled, swaiting the rider,
for there wsa no suddle al tbe statlon
except it might be apn old herd raddle,
uptil the pon¥ came 10, any the pony
rider would pot troet s bostler or
statlon keeper to saddie bie mount or if
be did be would bave bha
to readjust jv  before his heree
mnde & duien jumpe, beeldes Lthe
oclnch bad to be ad)onsted according Lo
the way one wae golog, uphlll. or
down, And light-welght wse not a
distinctive qualification o a rider, It
wis lhe manher in which he handled
and sel bis horee that determipned bie
qualitiee as o rlder. He bsd to kpoow
bow to ride and be capahle of enuur-
apce onder a contionued siraip, and to
have the eand tr go tbrough aimll
bezzerds. *“Tom’? Dokeon, tbongh io
apolher pocupation, freguently maoe
the trip on the pony aud be then gave
sbuondani promise ¢f the geperous pro-
portions be has sloce attained,

Except in tbe winter the anlmale
that were first to rum cver the route
werle cabght out o! the herd moro.
tog apd eveplng snd tled wp o
the corral reauy for the expresas
when it came alcug., It waes eeldom
that a rider botbered tbe bgstler un.
iess on jmoportant occeslons when the
hostler would bzve Lhe relay outeide
the corral apd the rilder at the bomt
station would beve bis monot saddled
aod when the pooy arrived be woulo
bave bul o tigbteo the oloch, throw
the exprese over hls anddle, jJump oo
snd go.|
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Bome of the animala were treacher-
cns apd eXpeedlngly trylng oo the
men thal rode tbhem, espeociaily the
mustapge ard ponies. They woulu
fight when belng eaddled and fell over
baokward wben being mounted,
Othere you would have to mobol
whbije they were buckiog, perbape
light bebind the sadule and not get in-
to it in n belf mile.

I remembhber ope, a flathead stalllon.
that won)d manifest hie piayfol dispc-
elvion by taking your legs In bla teeth
if you were not sharp, and try to pnoll
yon off. He would *“buck’ down
hiil, He wotld baug you o the bend
with Ibe poll of bis bead §f yono were
not exrefn). He won)d fali over back-
warde apd Jay down wnd roll, when
of conree ope bad to get off, Batw
pound hesting with & club osaally
eduegaled him for the trip. The ex-
press muiter was ¢artded Inw conple ol
pocke s, Bewed or rivited to lpe lower
hagk cormers of the “*macheres!’ or
cover of the saddle, whlob copslate of
two oblong plects of etamped :ole
Jenther nnd wilbh a crescénl shajweu
slot and oval opening for the camnitel
apd ‘pcmmel to project threngb, It
will fit apy ordibary enddletree. The
pockets Wwele some ten jucher long,
four ipches wide snd thres thick, und
were Atled with steples, eyiels, chatin,
padlock aud flap over the top, apnd no
.ope but the Jocul sgents, riole agenls
sod euperinlendents had access Lo
them, The expre:p matier cocslated
of press diepatcber, wrilitn on Ussue

paper, importaot Jettere, drafla and
bills of exopange. The vafnuhla letters
drafts apd bille of exchange were Ip
inclotuares, and tbe packsge for each
pocket was wrapped in olled eilk, apd
at po tlmedid thetbrongh malter «Xx-
gecd teu ponnds, usnally not balt of it.
The dlepaiches were carried at ao
muoch a woid,tbe lel ers and valusbles
at 0 moeb an gooce or fraction
thereo!,

The life of the pooy ¢Xplessmun
was ope Of hardehlp, exposure and
peril. He was often deprived ol eleep
for daya at a time:. Bometimee, the
exprers helpg delayed by deep &nows,
onyone or more segtioos of the llpe,ibhe
riders from of oue, two or more fouter
wonld be 1l boocbéd op at one end,
apd the rider »t¢ that point wouls
bave to ride his rounle apv
thelrs ontll they eunld getl ou!
by mall, * Lchabod,”” Hermano
Hunol on one of these ocoasions rode
wme two boodred and fifty mtles ai
one streteh and o Febroary, 1861, the
writer was three daye from thie city to
Eche, the new eoow on the trall oves
the moantaio being half wey up Lhe
horee’s sldes and 3o drilts over hie
back, and the rider trom Camp Floyo
with thie exprese got fest ino Lhe drhit-
ing, blinding enow, and afler trispgu-
lating Utub valley tound his bearing:
and resched the clty, Io the winter
of 1860 61 at times when tbe exprees
from (be east was delayed it wus m
wugcommmon experfjepce for the rider
first out of tbis city fto start out at
midnight apnd ride up and down the
canyon aud over the Waepatoh range
ior elgbty miler, meet lhe uslayed ex-
press, luro send rive back without »
stop eXcept to cbavge relaye, and o
thie trip be would ride twelve borsee,

It sometimes happened lhat arider
wenld get lest, with the trail obliter-
alev, the loose spow to bischinanu
the winter wini s ariviog the bluster-

ing, tusshing epDow In  eliude
tbrough lbe atmosphere be woulv
get bewildered and wabDder snu

wallow through the snow for boure
velore repaining bils cooree, Dente
fogs were ajeo common eon some parte
of the road, A rider started out Irom
Besrriver ope night with the themo-

4 meler at 20 degrees ADd on resching

Needle rocks botlum pDe was 1o Lbe
midst of genuine pogonip mnd both
sides of the small ¥ lley baviog s
aimiliar appearasnoce mod  the trail
belng obliterated with pnew wsnow be
lovt his Learipgs &od wandered
aronnd for three honrs when borae
and ricer wenil casouse into one ol
tboee Jargs eprings emst of Needle
Reokn and afer Ouopderiog in lbe
slush and water the rider succedeo
o gettlog out wnd with a Birap at-
tached to the bridie wolch tohe ride)
carrled colled o his heod he poilen
and coaxed the horve out, The opp r-
tune discovery of \be epring gave the
rider s niot ae Lo wbere Lthetrall
might be h nod, asd Boally Aodlog #,
he felt down tbrongn the suow fui
tracke of apimuls toat bed last puseeu
over i, and Auding which wasy they
pointed got bis cumree and slruck oul,
and bas to ride culy sbout tbhirty
mjjes Lo bils hume statlon before be
oconld cbapyge bis clotliea,

The pooy ride was expored lo
more dJapnger {rom the Indtau
thap whne the driver with

wilh the ocacb, tor lhere were nlways

—

two or more with thst, while the
pony man was alone and did not eos-
fine himeelf lo tbe roasd bot topg s
trall or cat«wfl wbetever he gounld
make time, On the firsl division sat
tbe rlders were seldon molested, bat
on the pext division and on the Platle
tbey wsomelllnes Caneed the pony ko
beat bls own record.

Ip the fall of 1860 a thieviog band of
bostile Baunocke -ralded Myere’s ats-
lion on Bear river, killed the herdet
apdrap oft the stock and I led s goo-
ple of express apimale over from
Ecbo the uext morolng after it ge-
curred and—well there waen ahsks”
pony rider about the time he reaghed
the sdene of the ruid.

On the line west [fom Camp Flord
ibe Indiape commitied mapy depreds-
tore, In May,1860, at Dry Creek, Oty
miles eant of Jacobsville or Reaese
nver the elation keeper, Ralph
Liozler, #as shot dead ang the poD¥
rioer, Joho Applegate, was ag badly
wonuded that [0 esoape falliog loto
the bande ot the Ipdiape gng being
tortured be killed blmeelf. Twg other
meo—MoCandless and Ball, traders,
weré oamped neat by at the tlme
whbich was lo the sfternoon spon aftet
Applegate bud got lo with the peny
trom the eaet. The [pndispe firing
apon them [rom the wsegret opedsis
asbove tbe ocofral., The glher men,
MoCandlese, belng a ‘tquaw map,?
were oot molesled until tpey at-
tempted 1o get BWAY, when Ibe ID-
dians chased them, ebooling at them
with bows apd arrowa only, and they
succeeded lo reaching Ruberts greek

some three miles east that night
aod giviog Llbe slarm. At Jenst this
ie the veision tbe writer had of

the sfTair from **Hanok’ Butierfield, s
rider in thuleectlon al the time, and
alpo ecoul sod loterpreter for Cen-
poi’s torces while they were oo the
roed quelling the ludiaps aod ale
Irom M ke Holten, the mail pagaer,
who was at Roberie ereek at the time
tbe aftair ocourred. A few mopthe
after tojs & poo¥ rlder was whot mear
Roberts oreek, and I remember rlaiog
the express be wage carrylog; toe
mucbulfen Were apattered wity bis
blood,. 1o Egao canyon sleo the
popy buye wele freqoentiy BOred
ugon =apd tbe Indikos captured
the etatlon &t thet poipt =od
were huVio: o feast, making the boys
cook for them preparsiory to the saorl-
fice when Lieulensnt Weed witn &
Jeischment of
station ewooped dOWO oo them and
interiered wiih their festtivities. Iut

‘aiter the treops begin to patrol the

road with the «x.eption of sn occa.
eiopa} shet at & rider or packer, Lhe
Lodiaus quit Lbeir uepradations (o
agslu brenk oot 1a 1863, with mors

soldlors from Bubkte .

viclenoe than ever, whish has beso

relerred Lo ko the ardole oo Lbe over-
lapd maii,

Tbe earnlogs of the popy expreis
were nowhere Jo propurtion to the ex-
pense of runolog it aud It wss ooder-
stvod sobrows toat duricg the latier
part of 119 existevce it was largely
majntained out of the secret service
ipd of the government. It was of vilal
tuportance that Califurpla ebonld
ve preseived to the Upjon. Gwian,
Xdgerton and otuers of seceseion pres
¢livities were only waitlug an oppol-
ituoiy to throw ber iote tbe Qooled:
eracy, JTbe Immeuse espenze of
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