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- BY vided they had a voice in the mat- ['Glacs of the" people.” “The working | to prévail that it is not enfirely de- | teard them in my experi-
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IT is with. much pleasure I meet
with the Latter-day Baints this
morning; it was a great pleasure to
me yesterday to.git and listen to
the remarks which were made by
the brethren who spoke, and to the
testimonies which they bore; and I
trust that the same spirit which

rested upon them while addressing |

us yesterday, will be upon us,
speakers and flaararu, to-day,
I can appreciate the privilege we

epjoy in meeting in these quarterly |

counferences, perhaps more so be-

cause of my lengithened absence |

from home, than I could were I
constantly in yeur midst. After a
person; has been deprived of food

to sit down to & well-spread table.
I do not knew that the Latter-day

Saints are exactly in this conditiop.| ¢}

There are privileges we need.
whieh < we can enjoy, even when
away from the body of the Church,
which enable those who  are thus
. separated.to rejouice in their religion
cand its: blessiugs, . I has been a
rule of 1ay life, since I 'was old
enough to, comprebeud the truth,
to 80 live that the Spirit of the Lord
would be my companion, and thus

- to have peace. to bave joy and to{che h

have satisfaction of ming; acd this
... 4 ean testify I bave had. ~ But still

absence from the society of the

Latter-tay Saints is a great depri-|
at lmt it is to me. l

vation;
With regard to our condition

i tiny ai

[ L
many of you Know. how - good it is to

PO=| in these rmountains the

ter. However, as far as this is con-
cerned I thing sometimes it is a
matter of comparatively small mo-
ment, It is true we bave looked te
our admission to statehood as likely

to greatly relieve us, ‘and to bring
about n_&t@; on of aflairs
throughout our . Butth

conviction haa grown: upon me in

watching of events,

the Progresa.
condition to the ,
been attended- with great advan-
tage 1o 'us as-a people;.: The
expérience ' we  have gained
under this condivion of affairs is an
experience that is necessary
and without which we could!
well, in. my opinion, fulfil the des-
assigried to us.. I believe there
is an overralihg Providence in all
these affairs; I believe the Lord is
watching over this people, and that
he is controlling and shaping events
and circumstances, and managing

|everything counected with theaf-

fairs of this nation, and our aflairs
tt of, the nation, with & view

purposes, "And’ whenever it shail
3_Wwisdom in his eight thar we.
ould Have our. political ¢ondition

ﬁm’ changed and our Territory become
e

a State, it will be eflected.  And it
will come, tdo, 8s easily as oiher
changes that have Deen wrought
out aud, that st ope time seemed
exceedingly  improbable. So that
It Is uotl necessary that we should
Lecome excived or jmpatient or in-
duige'intoo m,uﬁ%pp;!utg concern-
ing such 'thi?’g'u_ but Jeave them in
ds of Him who bas up to
the. present time controlled all
things for. l.h%gt,md of his people
and for the'b
0wWn purposes, . ]
L consider our condition to-day
best condi’

litically, L do not think it would be
inappropriate for me to allude to it
casually, although it is Sunday.
There probably never was a time
since we have been in these moun-

taing when we were in a better pu-l

litieal position than we are to-day.

|tion that we c¢ah ‘occupy,
' travel tbrc%gg'l;’ ;‘Il':ldo?

1
te wtgﬁ;fd?é?
verse with gentlémen, w. Are
ramiliar with tl?é affairs, of t;i; ﬁ
tion through ° ite' ’ length i
breadth, I ‘dever, arise irom sueh
conversalion - without feeling imi-

and

Notwithstanding all the efforts
which are being made against us to
destroy eur liberties, to embarras us

pressed. mqre than ' ever with the

| excellence ‘of ‘the circumstanices

which surround  us. It is ttue we

in our progress and fo malign us,
the people who reside in these
mountains have
gaining a credit
respects is very gratifying
who love the truth, It is a diffi-
cult thing to condemn an entire
people, and make the world be-

have a desert laad, that it

land  requiring excessive  tofl

gained and are|make it fruitful and “habitable for | is,
which in many | those who live in it gr
to those | does not cl

 The g
othe our ﬁﬂ};ﬂ‘ spontane-
ously; our terrifory is not fa ored
with the rains of heaven to make it
green with verdure: our _ fields.

lieve that those who manage a Ter-
ritory such as ours, the

would be barren indeed, if it were

affairs of | not for the labor 'of irrigation and

which are so well managed, and | the constsht efforts'of the husband-

are in 8o healthby and thrifty a con-
dition, are a wicked people. And

80 far as my observation has ex-|

man. In this respect our country
differs very much from every other
place east of us., . In traveling

tended, 1 think we are being better | through the broad prairies of Illi-

understood. There

particularly

vorably of what they have seen.

high
to visit Utah,

positions in the Government, | mitted to live in so goodly

And I may say that | under
some of the warmest friends we | we wounl

have, whlle they do not sympath-|Eden. But

s one thing | nois, with the continuous fields of
that I have noticed, | grain; and through Iowa and Ne-
that where men and women have | braska, 0
visited this Territory, with scarce-|and contrasting

ly any exception, they speak fa-|which those 1

I|com
have endeavored to urge men of|this mountain

national standing, men who hold help thinking t

r 88 Nebraska is settled,
_the ease with
i B s
d with the requ
i egion, I ¢ould not
L if_ we were pers

00dly a land,
favorable circumstan
d soon converf it into an
in the providences of

1ze particularly with our religious|the Almighty we were, driven out
views, but are tolerant and desirous | and led te this land, and. the Lotd

that we should have our
common with other people,

tory and have seen us in our homes,

and bave had opportunities of wit- |

nessing the changes that have been
eflected in this desert land by sur
residence and Yabors.

As to the time when we shall be-
come & state, concerning which
considerable is said by outside psar-
ties, a8 well as by ourselves, it is
difficult at the present time to say
anything definite respecting it, I
believe, however, the time will
come, and that too before long,
when certain exigencies of a politi.
cal character will arise that will
make the vote of Utah necessary in
deciding national questions, and
under those circumstances it would
be important to have Utah a state.
In fact it is already acknowledged
that had Utah been admitted as a
state when Colorado was, that all
this difficulty which has occurred,
connected with the presidential
‘election, would have been entirely
settled; indeed it would not have
arisen. This is now conceded. But
this experience comes too late to be
of any benefit in correcting the in-

j ustice which we suffered, and to
be ofany avail in the presidentiai
esontest which is now past; but it
may have some effect in thefature,
There are many, a great many men
of both political parties who have

sald to me that they would vote for |

rights in | has showed unto us, and has show-

he are | ed and isghowing to the inhabit~
Lthose who bhave visited this Terri- | ants of the ear

fh, that when a p.o-
ple will do that which he reguires
of them, that he is abundant-

ly able - to - sustain .them
and make their labors BUC-
Ina&ﬂrul. He has done this in lead:

ing us to thiscountry, and in sus-
taining us since we came here. Qur

superior to those-who live. in those
| favored localities to which I have
referred. We have a healthy lana;
we have a land that the Lord has
blessed and made fruitful as the re-
sult of our labors, It is a Jand in
which mer cannct, from the very
natnre of things, monopolize large
bodics of land to the exclusion o:
their poorer noighbors.
great advantage to the people of
this eountry. The nature of our
surroundings compels us to occupy
small holdings; and the result is,
our land is" better cultivated, there
is a more widespread ownership of
the soll than you will find in any
part of theése United States; that is,
there are'more men holding land
and owning and occupying it, in
this country, in proportion to the
entire population,than you ean fiud
elsewhere. ' The result is a condi-
tion of independence you csnnot
find elsewhere, At the present
time, in the western Stateés especi-
ally, men are greatly concerned
about the el:ment known as Com-

classes are becoming very dissatis-

that our being kept in a territorial.
present  time has

St

Eddump‘lﬁh ‘his great designs ‘and

u‘gingb’_ _tu pass uf nis

J’E

| condition, in mapy respects is far:

This is a:

fied, and;men are trembling for fear
of what will come upor the nation.
Oneof the strongest arguments that
was made in favor of keeping }l&
the United States army up to

3 gm& %;‘D“ﬁ,bﬁf;'jﬂ"“‘hﬁgh‘mﬁ

iarge, cities -and :in - pepulous

centres, which would  require
Lhe presenge of the military acting
as police to quell.  And bad it not
been for this evil, the - army would
have been cut down, But a good
many men were anxious to have it
increased, deeming it necessary for
the preservation of lifé and pro-
perty., When we reflect upon this
it shows how ckanged have become
the affairs of our nation, when it is
deemed necessary to appéal to mili-
lary power to maintain good order
in the Republic. There can be no
surer sigu of the decay of a repub-
llc than when human lifeand pro-
perty and. liberly cannot be sus-
talued by the masses of the people,
and the mié{ltary power,thé ranks of:
whichare filled withhired soldiers,
‘has to be appealed to tosusiain good
orderin uhe midst of the people.
Lﬁjﬁpt}a stale of things continue
aud there would soom be an end of
true republicanism. ‘
In this 1espect Wé also have our
difficulties. " The busibvess of fur+
nishing employment ‘for’ our poor
people,; so that our streets shall not

befilled with idle men and boys,’

bas no doubt pressed, and will con=~
Wnue to press itself upon the minds
of the leading men of this Terri-
tory.” But in €bwmpirison with the
maguitude of 'this question else-
where, it seems to sink into insig-
nificance  here. - It is A matter of
small moment, comparatively
‘ivpenk*ih'g’% Bi nl::hiﬂ Territory; hec;.uue
ibé greiat bulk of the people have
: r&meﬂ; nﬂé" 7

;mfi 't 1 can easily fur-
thémeélves with employ ment.
However, this is a matter

-jihat - .should receive sattention

"%qumm those, too, who care for
€ people and have their welfare
al ﬁgg.. - No doubt everything
will be doune that should be 10 pre-
sefve good government throughout
his Territory, and throughout all
?bu‘ ,valleys which are inhabited
Lhe Latter-day Safnts. The ract
, Lhe time will come, conceruing
hich there has been 8o much saiu
in’ lhﬂ"gmt. when it will devolve
pon the people of these moun-
1alns to maintain good government,
and we are receiving the training
neeessary to fit and prepafe us. for
that great and glorious destiny. I
have no doubt that the day will
¢ome, and come speedily, when
Utah will be looked to as an ex-
ample of good: government, and
that the condition of affairs in this
Territory will be pointed to as an
example for other communities
dnd other societies to imitate with
advantage to themselves and the
country at large. There is every
inducement therefore for ms, as
Latter-day Saints, to continue to
‘persevere in the direction in which
Wﬂnm‘&oing.- 20 Jdavod Dogn 2
I bave: no doubt many of you
would be surprieed if you knew the
inmterest that is being taken, outside
of » our  Territoryy: in  our affairs,
‘When the news of the death ot
‘President Young reached the east,
there. was, I might say, a general
expeetation that rival claimants to
the power he wielded ' would arise,
that dissensions would ensue and
that . the 'work of disintegra-
tiom “would commence! and the
speedy overthrow of the system
soon follow. I augpoaa I Have been
spoken to hun of times upon
this peint and men seem surprised:
that this has not been the result.
Many have said to ‘me; “Your af-
fairs “peem ' to go on/ prosperously,
notwithstanding the death of your
great leader.” Yes, ““Well, we
scarcely expected this would be the
¢asé; we'have heard so much 'said
through- the newspapers conecerns
ing the probability of dissemsions
in ‘your. midst and quarrels over
the leadership, that we were ex-
ting you would have trouble.”
bave told them invariably that
President Young had all his life-
time acknowledged that the qusli-
ties ‘and powers he pessessed, he
owed towhat the worid eall *Mor-
monism;’’ that he was not the cre-
ator of **Mormonism;” but he him-
self was the produet of it, and that
this would centinue to increase, no
matter how many leaders might
die or pass away. The results
which bave followed the décea: e of
Pretident Young have given to
thinking men a higher idea of the
strength and power of this system.

Lo, mphuld - constitutionsl rights; | P

pendent upon the life or the ability

of any single individual; and I
think the effect in the end will be
good. I think the death of Presi-
dent Young has had the effect also
o causé men to pause, and to look

gragyrete i ot

ATTOW WAs aimed; he was the object
of  every . plotiand } every
combination for evil had for its ob=
ject; his'destruction or his embar-
rassment. His withdrawal from
Lthe scene s these cembina-
tions, ( and /brought these: plots to
naught. ' To this [ attribute the
?nieb of the past season. - Aithough

have often been st Washingten
for the past 20 years, ang  have
spent a c¢onsiderable portionof my

time there for a number of years|b

Ppast, I have nevér. seen less of the
uispesition on the part of public
men o, take adverse measures
against the people of Utah Terri-
tory'than there has been this sea-
son. ‘The feeling has been to let us
afone  for the . présent; and- al)-
though there were eniissaries sent
down from hére who labored very
diigently to stir up feeling and to
secure action agaionst the ppeople
of Utah, ‘their ‘efforts seaveely cre-
ated a ripple upon’ the surtace of
political'‘afairs, and theéy attracte
0o at 100 outsidéof the commit-
rees, to ‘whom they ‘s
themselves. - Though it isunpleas-
aut wpon some accounts to have
men there who are circulating all
manner of falsehoods about the

ple of Utah to gain their ends, they
have their uses. They create dis-
cussion. - They etir one up:&nd
their presence and ofipesition fur-
nish vpportunities’ to talkto eom-
mittees and members ‘about Utah
aflairs, which otherwise the Dele-
gate would not have. BSach dis-
cussions made things lively in the

committée rooms, but outeide of the:

committees there was not a'feeling
that I eould discover ?a’_rti,ﬁﬂaﬂy
hostile to Utah. This i¥a remark-
able condition of affairs; and L at-

tribute it in part to the effect that
had upon the public mind thronghs

the death of President You
out the entire country, = -,
1 do not think there is ‘any .less
hostiiity agafusc the trath; 1 do not
think that Belial - has lost any of
his hatred fo the Lord; but the
Lord in his wisdom has permitted
a feeling of this kind to grow up,
and is overruling it for his own pur-
I have said, the eyes of the people
ale upen un_;hgﬁ{a,y BLe walchiug us,
and. greal hopes are entertained
concerning us by mapy people who

are not of us. We are looked upon.

a8 the pioneers in many reforms.
The ladieg, as you are aware, have
lately been agitating in Coogress
their question—Woman’s Rights,
Among other ladies who argued
their cause before the general com-

mittees of theSenate and theHouse, |

wes a sister of the Rev. Henry
Ward Eescher—Mri.Isabella Beech-
er Hooker, a lady of character and
great ability, It was most gratify-
ing to me to hear the tribute that
theee ladies paid to the women of
Utab; not that they sympathized
with plural marriage, for they dis-
avowed their sympathy with it;
but  they begin to recognize, as
they never have uuntil guite recent-
ly, the true position that the men
and women of thisTerritory oecup
upon this question. Indeed,
heard more than one say, and
among them was one very promi-
nent lady
choice, niln would prefer plural
marriage, than to havethe condi-
tion. of  affairs  whieh  «xista in
their communities.  There seems
o have been ki good: deal of light
thrown upon this sabject: and our
sisters here, through their pup<
lication,  the » Woman’s .E#pﬂ-
nené, as well ' as: olher ehannels
of eommunication, " have greatly
aided in this matters’; Their efforts
are commendabie,and are already
beginning to have their good effects
in the Siates among theirsisters;
and I.am pleased to be able to bear
this testimony. When the gquestion
of legislation for Utah was argued,
the committeerooms werethronged
to listen to my argument upon the
subject; and . on one dceasion two
ladies toek part im the discussion
against the bills urged by our ene-
mies and in favor of the rights of
the women of Utah. A knowledge
of the true Condition of affairs iu
this T'erritory is gradually growing,
and although it may be but slowly,
it is of faster growih than we gen-
erally imagine. 'This is especially
true of that much-abused prineiple
cal gl plural marriage. 1t is becom-

addressed

‘of our

that if there had to be a

‘have they

eneegto talk about it and reflect up-
on it, often alluding to it in a Way
that shows that a better under-

ing of the subject is steadily
lﬁ:ﬂding &mong the people. And
t nhi;.:b::mu for #ttlliu:-i ques-
tian has been so much agitat At
isa mmﬂtblmtﬁai%m"ﬁub-
limtinn'-wﬂrl.h'mrk, and es-
pecially ng_mthia,dm_tﬂue of the
Latter-day Baints has the effect to
spread the knowledge of it among
the people, and it makes men and
women reflect-upon it. Our eflorts
alene weuld not be attended with
the results that new witnessed,
But every man that has fought this
work and spoken ‘against it; -any
man that %ﬂ published articles
aghinst it, or lectured or written
00ks ‘or made any effort against
i; bas helped - to - propagste
the kneowledge of. ity they have
been missionaries in its favor. And
no true doctrine need ever fear be-

a- | ing assailed and denouwuced; for it
.Wemﬂ_ from the conflict

ghterand better understood than
it otherwise would appear. Every
man who has gone down to Wash-
ipgton from here to fight us, has
wade men ix Congress think about
us apd talk about usy; and has made
editors write-aboutius, They have,
Withont designing it, helped to dis-
seminate a knowledge uf our cause,
The more the 'Mormon” questien,
as it is termed, is agitated, the bet-
ter it is for.us; the more it islought,
the more it is written against ana
talked about, the more tbat Con-
gress is .stirred ‘up to take steps
agaipst it, the better the principles
faith ' are upderstood; .be-
cause there are some men aod some
women ‘who reflect ypon these
things, and who will contrast that
which’ they : hear of us, witli that
which exists in their midsl. - Ana
when- they see a man stand up
beldly and.say, *‘We believe .in
plural marriage; we do not believe
ip prostitution; -we do not .suffer
women to begogme the slaves of
men’s lusts; but believe they ought
to: become__ honored wives. and
mothers, and that children ought

by the name of their father,

Enair iathn:?aa itleuhh bis pro-
perty: equally divided awmong
tﬁq{g ﬁﬁ'zn Ebough.l- !,h_f.gr mothers
should. be plural wives,” When
they hear this, they cannot. help
thinking about sach a condition of
aflairs; apd they say, there i8 a
moral coursge which these people
evince in this matter . that is ad-
mirable. I have had'it said to me

tobeeducated and provided forand
_mtlﬁ

often times, by ‘both ‘sexes, that it

Is better that we should live as we
do, than such pracliceg. as exist
elsewhere should '~ come in our
L s M e O

So that, a8 has often been ksid,
everything done agalost bs is over-
ruled for the good and spread of the
workofGoed., = " ¢

The subject of plural martiage is
always an interesting subject, and
it is made &till more 8o tjf Lhe con«
stant attacks made upon‘it, and the
misrepresentations ‘made ' concern-
ing it. Whenever people meet
with a Latter-day Baint, it“i8 al-
most sure to be' the first topic
broached. The opinion which some
entertain who take their yiewsfrom
the ~slandeérous “reports published
about us, is that we are a licentious
people, who take wives to gratify
lust,, Such persons, if reasouably
bonest, are soon ihﬁcl'o te reflect and
wmod’{fy;-th_&fr views by asking
threm a few Questionsl 'A promiu-
ent' gentleman ~with: 'whom I re-
eently conversed,'entertained that

mion. . I'said to him, aner con-
versing a little while: ' Sir, you be-
lieve théa people of Utah “are bad
and licentious, and’ that' they de-
grade women by their system of
plural marriage, '‘Liet me ask you,
if-their purposes were only sensual,
any oceasion in this day
to mérry women? ' {Could they not
accomplish sensual ‘ends much
easiel, cheaper, and ‘without ecreat-
ing apy especial remark by not
marrying women and net caring
for and educating and legitimatiz-
ing their children? There are prac-
tices which prevail in society, and
which are not unpopularif acer-
tain of secrecy be observed,
which a licentious .people could
avail themselves  of, without the
troubley'care; expense and respon-
sibility of marriage. What is the
erime eof  ‘which the people
of Utah' is aceused? It is: that
of marrying womenl It is not that
of jseducing or debauching them.
All the pains and pensalties incerted

in bills before Congress for the pun-
ishment of the ‘“Mormen” peeple
are affixed to the marriage of wor




