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repeated it In public,and in August,
1885, published it in a pamphlilet.
Proof was demanded and the - Tri-

swvas quaoted as ‘Jake,’ was Robert Nes-
len, costumer at the Thaatre, Lhat, as
Mrs. Hunt has often repeated the
stoTy to them, Brigham Young went
bune came tu the rescue. is | into the Theatra.twhel'e ]2- Kob?)(}dma[lllj’

hat | . . eoples wers a work, the
L Smrlling news, and then when

“Alady told the writer of this, and | snmmething was =said about drap-
she told a hundred othar people the |ing tbe Theatre, ba seized a lung picce
same thing, that she with several [of some dark print and mockingly
other women and men were at work | winding it ahout him, dancad first on

Here

811

OUR NATION MOURNING.

Upon the reception of the horrify-
ing  intelligence that President
Linenln had been assassinated,
thr;ughout the ¢city husiniess gener-
ally was suspended, flags were
draped in mourning at half-mast,
storee and other publi¢c buildings
were closed and craped.the manage-
ment of the Theatre announced that

in the Theatre, preparing, if we re-
mewnber right, for a performance,
when the news of the assassination
canme and the order was given to
drape the Theatre in black. A man
whose given name we think was
Jacob, was arranging the work whan
Brigham Young came in. Dancing
on ona foot and then on the otner ha
said: ‘Drape her .Jake; drape her;
another enemy of our people is gune,
auad the Lord stlll reigns in Israel.’
This lady was known by all the old
gettlers. and there is Do doubt of her
perfect truthfulness.”

We atonce seught for the facts,
and demonostrated that there never
had been anybody connected with
tbe Theatr e who was kpnown- as
“Jake? or ‘-Jacob,” and showed
thatthe statement about President
Younyg was utterly false,

On the 21st of August 1886 the
truthful (2) 7ribune, challenged to
pl‘.oduce ity veracious female, eame
out with this labored explanation;

s Mre, Hunt was working at 1he Salt
Lake Theatre. She was our inform-
ant,and au thetime we gave her state-
ment in the Tribune. We have not

ot found that statement in the tiles,

ut it is not necessary, as her relations
abundantly confirm the main points
of 1. The only changes they imake
are trifling ones. They -ay the man’s
pama which was gquoied as *Jake
was Robert Neslen, costumer at the
Theatre. that as Mrs, Hunt haa often
repeated to them: Brigham Young
wealit into Lhe Theatre where a good
many peuple were nl work, told the
sl.artfing news, and then when some-
thing was said aboul draping the The-
atre, he seized a long pilece of soine
dark printand mockingiy winding it
about him, davced first on one foot
and then on the other, axclaiming,
Drape, her Bob. Drupe her! Another
enemy of our people 1s gone, and the
the Lovd still reigneth in Israel.”

For once thie mendacious organ
forgot its cunning. While it pur-
sued its usual durk way of obseure
generalities as to its sources of infor-
mation, it was comparatlively safe.
“A truthful woman?’ or “‘a relinble
gentleman?’’ issufficiently indefinite
for its sinuovus purpose. Bul this
time it gave names. Upnfortunately
ita “truthful woman® was dead.
But Mr. Robert Neslen, the well-
kpnown costumer of the Theatre was
very much alive, of which the an-
nexed communication from him
gave ‘‘thg best of proof:”?

Editor Deserel News:

“The following statement appeared
in the Salt Lake I'"ibune of Sunday,
August 2lst, purporting to embody a
remark made to me by the late Brig-
bam Young, ou the day on which the
news of the assassination of the late
President Lincoln reached this city:"

“T'hey say the man's name, which

L

ong foot and then on the other, ex-
ciaiming, ‘Drape ber, Bob! Drape
| ber! Another enemy of our peopla is
gone, and the Lord  still reigneth in
| Israel.?

i“I hereby assert, without qualifica-
tion, that the foregoing is utierly un-
true. Brigham Young never, at any
time or place or under any clrcum-
ntanees, made any remarks of the
kind, either Lo me personally or Inmy
presence. And at no titne, on any
subject, did he over address me by
any other than my real name, which
is FoBERT NHEBLEN,

Formly costumer of the Salt Lake
Theatra.

SaLT LAxE CiTy, Utah,
August 22, 1836."

The Tribune has since been dis-
cretly silent as to the *“Drape her,
Bou,”’ part of its chapter of fiction.
But it stil! revives the other part of
the exploded libel.

As to the veracity of the departed
lady whose alleged remarks were
the sole source of the Tribune’s ‘best.
of proof,’’ we have nothingz to say.
Wheo people are filled with bitter-
ness against a Church from which
they secede—no matter from what
cause, they are apt to be extreme in
thelt remarks and sometimes highly
imaginative in their nDarrvations.
The witness Wardell is an instapnre
of this. His story fold in couit
about the ‘*blood atoning’” of Wm.
@reen was proven without doubt to
be entirely without foundation. It
is baruly possible that he told it so
many times that he fancied it was
true.

The 7+ibune, notwithstanding the
fact that Wjilliam Green is alive and
has disproved the story, with its ac-
customed lack of honor anid decen-
¢y has continued to repeat that
bald and naked falsehood as it does
this Lincolu fabrication. 1ts *‘best
of proof*’ for other stories is of simi-
lar value. The wild-eyed fanatics
who when in the Church were as
extreme in one way us they now are
in another, are not to be depended
upon for fact or theary. And yet
their unsupported stitements, made
with evident animus and often with
equal incoherence and vindictive-
pess, form to other and dJifferent but
just as flery fanatics “‘the best of
proof.” would ever Lo enncted. A local

When the news of the tragedy | virulent anti-‘‘Mormor®’ paper as-
that plunged the pation fu grief]serted that in comsequence of this
reached this eclity, the D=SEREDY | prospect the “Colorado contingent
NEwS came out with turned rules and the brethren were feeling
aud with the followiug anoounce-|hlue.”” The same Journal has fre-
ments: goently and falsely stated that the

the bill for Haturday eveming was
postponed to Monduy, and deep
gloom palpably rested upon the
miuds of the citizens.

Or SBunday the stand and organ in
in the Tabernacle were clad in the
habiliments of woe, as were also
mmany of the congregation, and
Elders W. Woodrufil, F. D. Rich-
ards, and George Q. Cannon deliv-
ered feellog and appropriate ad-
dresses upon the solemn occasiol.

In accordance with the recom-
mendations of the acting Secretary
of Btate, and tiie desire of the peo-
ple to testify their respect for the
memory of President Abraham
Liineoln, there will be publie service
in the Tabernacle Wednesday, at
12 o’clock, npon. Elder Amasa M.
Lyman will officiate on the occa-
sion. All elasses of our ¢itizens are
invited to participate in the cere-
moixies.

We do not believe there are any
people more appreeiative of the life,
labors and character of Abraham
Lineoln than the M ormons’ are.
They admire his sterling qualities,
his unshaken. courage, his plain,
blunt truthfnloess, his magpanim-
ity of soul and his broadminded
statesmanship, and they eherish his
memory as o martyr to a glorious
Cause.

It is time that either the managers
or supporters of the Trdune put a
quietus on this guerilla mode of jour-
nalistic warfare, this bravo style oi
character assasination. At least the
dead might be protected from the
pen-stabbing and mud-throwing
slanderer, and when grave accusa-
tions are made against men or a
chureh, sometbing more than the
ravings of seceders shuold be requir-
ed asg *the bestof proof.??

THE INDIAN REMOVAL.

A DAY or lwo since a dispatch
was published stating that the Sen-
ate bill providing for the removal of
the Uncompahgre Utes over the
Colorado line to Ttah would not be
favorably reported during the pres-
ent session. It was alleged as be-
iug doubtful whether the measure




