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Exhorted all to pray for the Saints and
Elders of those islands; invoked God's
richest blessings upen us all.

Ngawaea Poipoi, presidemt of Ma
banga hranch, said there was a general
gcod feeling among the members of his
branch and ail were siriving to live lives
of Saints, He knew the Church of God
bad been established in the last-days
never again to be thrown down., He
dwel ai length upon Nebuchadnezzar's
dream and explained his subject in true
Oratorical style. He hoped that the
Saints would obey the counsel of the
Elders at ail times. Spoke of the false
reports that had been freely circulaied
dmong the Maoris concerning the na-
tives who had gone to Zion and said
lais was only a fuifilling of some of the
%ords ot the Scriptures. He spoke
als0 upun the subject of haptism for ihe
dead and rejorced greatly because he
tad heard that some of the Maori
Saints who had gone to Zion were con-
templating a vicarious work for ther
dead. .

During the times between meetings,
Kai {foud) was served on a beauulul
Erass plot just in front of the meeling
house. Every first class article ot tood
that could be had in New Zealand was
1o be seen there, and the table was
blenufully decorated with ferns and
flowers 1ar 100 numerous lo mention.
Our post, Watene Huka, bad, as is his
Daiure, spared no pains in having every-
thing properly arranged and a goodiy
oumber ol obliging and sprightly wait-
€rs were on hand to attend to the every
want of the visitors; 173 persons par-
took of the bounties of hle on each oc-
tasion and as all seented to be enjoving
lhe best ol health, judge ye of the
imount of food that was consumed dur-
log the three days of their stay.

Meeting opened again at 2 p. n1. with
several whites present. Sacrament was
Edminislered by Elders Allen and lLam-
ert, .

Te Kepa, ot the Turanga conference,
faid it was impossible for him to find
words to express his great joy in meet-
ing with Saints in this conierence. He
knew that if we were sincere God
would bless us and the spirit seemed o
tell him we were sincere. We must
watch and pray always for we are sur-
rounded on ali sides by lemptations.
We have lighted our candle and now
let us not put it under the bushel but
rather upon the candlesiick. He en-
dorsed what one of the speakers of
yesterday had said upon the truth of
the Book of Mortnon. The world
would not accept it, but the world would
not accept Christ when He wasupon
the earth althongh it had been foretold
by the prophets where and under what
Circumstances He should be born.
Every man should work out his own
salvation. Qur time upon this earth is
but short, but if we are faithful we shall
reign with Christa thousand years. We
have our iree agency, and he hoped that
we will choose the road that leadeth to
life eternal, He was very earnest in his
remarks and commanded the best of
allention,

Watene Huka, president of the
Mangatieke branch, said he felt to re-
loice 1o see so many gathered together
a1 this place. This is evidence that we
desire to hive as Saints of God. He
was very glad to see thigwumber of
Elders present. They do nbt teach us
to follow aftzr the vain things of the

world but they tell us 1o lay up treasures

in heaven. He knew that bapiism by
immersion was the only way to enter
into the kingdom of heaven. He spoke
upon the sacrament and said that great
blessings are promised unto them that
partake of it worthily, but if we would
receive these blessings we must partake
of it with pure hearts and clean bands.
He desired to remain firma 10 the end,
and hoped that this was the desire of all
present.

The evening meeting at six p. m,, was
addressed by Elder Hoagland presiding,
who said he was pleased with the way
in which everyihing had been conducted
durtng this conference He prayed that
God wouid bless all 1hose who have in
any way contributed to 1he success
thereof. He felt to endorse ail that had
been said and hoped the Saints would
resolve to practice what they nad heard.
Said that as there were so many present
who kad not had the privilege of. speak-
ing, the meetling would now be thrown
open for all who _felt so disposed 1o ex-
press themselves.

This invitation was accepted by forty-
one persons all ol whom bore faithtul
testimonies and occupied jour hours’
time.

Thus ended one of the pleasantest
conferences ever beldin 1he South Sea
Island+. The spirit of God was feht
throughout the emntire gathering and
even nature seemed to be on hand with
her most heautiful weather. Taken as
a whole the Salnts in the Mahia are
doing as well as can be expecied ot
them. This is by far the largest con-
ference in the New Zealand mission and
is steadilv on the increase. Twenty
persons have been baptized and seven
children blesse since our April con-
ference.

HTomorrow Elder Q'Brien leaves for
eretaunga; Elder Teeples returns to
Teranga, while Elders Hoagland, Allen
and lLambert remain in the conference
making . their usual rounds among ihe
Saints and also preaching to outsiders.
During the last few months every village
in the conference has been visited both
where the Saints reside, whom we visi
every month, and also the outsiders.
Many seem quite lavorable and we hope
it wil not be long belore they will em-
brace the truth. “NITAMAY

ANCIENT YIRGINIA GRAVES.

Rep Bank, Halifax Co. Va,
Jan. 28th,-1896,
No snow as yet here. The weather
warm and delightsome. '
That there are still great American

antiquities 10 look forward tor discovery,
is made manifest in a pleasant conversa-
tion with Colonel Webster of South
Boston of this county, who is an old
veleran and one of Virginia’s highest
men. On the evening of the 1%ih of
December 1895, Elder N. W. Kimball
and myself cailled on the Colonei and
entered into a conversalion regarding
the caves. Mammoth, Kentucky, Surray,
Virginia, and the curiosities of the Na-
tional Park etc. “'Well,’? said Colonel
Webster, “'there is a sirange thing to
me right here in our own county on the
Dau River. 1 had walked over the
ground hundreds of times, when trees
ol large size were growing there, and
afier this the land was cleared and be-
came a corn field. Siluated about three
and a half miles from Sonth Boston and

one half mile trom Wolf Trap depot, on
the north side of Dau river, was a saw
mill that I built myself. The man who
owned the mill and Jand on which it
stood built a-siide on the side of the
river to keep the water from over-fow-
ing his land and destroying the crops,
which 1t bad done several times. But
one day after a heavy rain storm the
iiver rose beyond its bounds. over-
flowed the dike, and cut a large channel
from 1welve to twenty feet deep. Al
the botiom of the wash, after the water
had subsided, could be seen graves of
hundreds of bodies that were buwried,
hundreds, perhaps thousands of years
ago, and covered deeper anc deeper by
the sediment of the river till they were
from 1welve totweniv feet deep. The
river was Jined with bones for miles,and
what is slill more curious is that there
were pieces of cut glass which shows to
me that there niust have been a civilized
people here some lime. ! bave searched
the history of Virginia through and
through and can find no history ‘of a
baitle along the Dau river. '

I gbserved; ‘‘That is another evidence
or proof in favor of a book we have
called the Book of Mormon, which pur-
ports to be a history of a people who
left Jerusalem six hundred vears B. C.,
and came ‘to this land by the direclion
of the Lord.”

] know nothing of that,” said the
Colonel, “but [ know what I have told
you, and ! have several relics from the
site mow; but most of them have been
carried away by the people.” .

*Ves,'” said the wife; *‘f have been
there several times myself and many of
the people wenl to see the same pieces
of glass showed that spectacles were
used by the people, also .pieces of
crockery etc.”

““How long since that happened?’?

"About twenty-eight or thirty years
ago,” said the Colonel. ‘““There used
to he a tradition among the Indiaos that
a treasure of gold was buried near the
Dau river. An Indian that lived here
for some time called me tojone side and
told me the reason he was nere. He
said his jather sent him here to find a
treasure which was buried in a hill just
south of Dau river between Hycootre
and the big creek, now called Aaron’s
arch.”

This again shows ancient civilization
on this continent. The hill spoken of is
a very high one, on which there are
many diggings which go to prove that.
much searching has been done. There
are among the many evidences which
can be produced to show from nature
that there once was a highly civilized
people that inhabited this continent be-
lore its discovery by Columbus. The
location ot cities, the ruins of which can
be found inseuth and central America,
the mounds and miners of old, all go to
prove a former inhabitation not by a
semi civilized, but a delightsome and
highiy civilized people. In digging a
well in Cincinnati Ohio, a gentleman
found the stump of a tree toree feet
across the top some eighty or ninety
feet below the surface of the ground:
The stump had visibie marks of an ax,
also showed thatan iron tool bad rusted
away on the top of the same, thus azain
showing that civilization had once
reigned here. In the southern pari of
North America just north of the isthmus
of Panama, are lound the ruins of a cuty
which at one time was of vast magnifi-



