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f)'.: ';JANTA CLAUS

$F4 t the Wliiit. llounal H ow
KjTE'M hii reindeer
'Nfl lgci gallop

rA '' 5 ovtr lh roof'
j. an- - how hit

park goes easily

cbimneyi. He

, IiatT.ii.ed the place o often llial he

knowijuit the ent wnv lo Hie second

floor, where the babies sleep, and down
further to the bin room below, where

' the Chrittmat tree unt!i, and to the
wood fireplare, about which the stock- -

tags of Ruth and little Kit her
Heitopt a moment on the way and

t take, a peep at Father Cleveland. The

f President U sleeping soundly, his ro.
j fund form making a mountain of tho

bed clothes. He liei upon his back,
j and the night lamp on the tab casts a

sickly glow over his worn features. He
(

looks weary and old, fur the troubles
of the office seekers and the carea ot
the state have followed nun to bed. As

j Santa Claus looks at him bis laughing
eyes grows serious. He whispers to

j himstlt that such a fat will never do
': tor Christmas morning, and with feet

which move the softer from the snow
upon them, he steps to the side of the

j sleeping man and over his troubled
features lie breathes his Christmas
greeting.

i ;! "Peace on earth; good will to men I"
j As he does so the President's brow

' clears. His soul his tilieJ with the
j thought of Chriatmaites past, and in his

j '! dreams he travels bsck to the days
when as a poor preacher's son he

' ,; ' hung his stocking at the chimney side
;,('' y and prayed for Ssnta Claus. As old

r Kris Kringte looks, his own memory
I ' brings badt that picture ol innucencej

and faith, and his heart fee's even more
tender than bvfure, as he throws a kit
at little Kuth and I.tther, who arc
sweetly sleeping in an auiomine room,
and prepares to make his way through
the fireplace down to the rooa.j be-

low.
Theie he unloads his pac:. He fills

Esther's little stocking and stulrii witti
randy ttvjie wliic.i the fat legs of little
Kuth have touched, Uujlnnn as he dues
to at the big stockings which hang be
side them, and which the children have
burrowed for the time of their papa and
thetr mamma, tor fear their own may

f nut be lar: enough. He decorates the
tree with dolls and toys. He strings
upon it g'" balls ol every hue, and
wuh tinsels mvkca it shine like the sil-

ver and gulden busies of fairyland.
There arc present by ttie hundreds lor
him to hang upon its branches. The
batbir ol the White House have many
friends, and the most honorable ot our
statesmen ocml them Christmas gilts.

SANTA CLAUS SDLlLOJlV.

At last, however, the work is done
and Santa Claus stops for rest. He is
tired; tlie mht Is late, and the morn
ing is almost come. Ho started upon
hu travels when the sand man first le
gan to throw his dust in sleepy child-
ren's eyes, and this Whitn House visit
completes his long night's work He
sinks back in 10 the President's big arm
chair, looks tt the tree and talks. How
Ins words came to me 1 dare not tell.
It may have been that the tuy phono
iraph which was intended lor h.tle

uUi, and which was placed upon the
tree, recorded them. It has never
worked since then, I know, and has
been sent back as useless to the store
from whence it tame. can only say
that every word is true, and that the

Urownie who guards the
U nite Houte children heard it all and
will corroborute my statements.

Said Sam a Claui; ''them, that's a
Hood job done! How the children will
hop up and down and dance about that
live. How Kuili will scream with joy
and Kather cl.ip her hands. How papa
(irovr will grow young aain and
Mamma smile. like the
White House best when it is Tilled with
children, and 1 hope the day ol child
less Presidents has patxed away for
ever. How dreary these rooms were
about eitcht years atco, and how they
briKhtcucd when Mary and Meniam tn
MiKee and the little Harrisons came in.

We bad foor good Cnrislmas days and
leer good ire-- ewy branch of which
was loaded dowi with gilts."

saiiv m'krk's criat ciikistmas.

Atthnthe Urowine Jumped from out
the Ires and sat down on the stool at
Santa's feet. He asked the old man
questions aud Santa Claus went on;

"The first gre.it rfay for Grandpa
Hsrrison- -l mean Christmas day, ol

course; there are no great day but
Christmas the fun brgan with a big

tin horn, blown by Mrs. Ihmnm k. At
tins the Whi'e House family came to-

gether and CreM Orand pa Ur. Scott
and (Jrandn.i Harrison formed them
Into line. Little Ken McKees and Mary

walked side by side, and in double hie
tit children and the grownups marched
into this room. The toys wer nut put
on the tree, but piled up und?r it, and
Maryjd a doz-- dolls, a toy piano
nnd a full doll housekeeping outfit.
Den was most delighted with a t'y
steam enguit, which really went by

steam and pufTed Its way about the
room. ThTe were presents for the
President nnd Mrs. Harrison and all

the White House servants, nnd Ulnck
jerry, ine butler, I remember, grinned
all over when he was banded out an
order for a turkey and a pair of gloves.
There were games tn which the ninety

Ur. Scott played with little
Ken. and Ken and Mary recited German
poems as Christmas greetings to their
grandparents."

"What!" said the Urownie, as his
round eyes grew big. "Kubies speak-
ing tlerman!"

"Veil ' said Santa Claus. "And
these are just tho words that little Mary
said:

"(irossmamma Dir GottesLccen
Gitck Und I reund auf aller WeA

Gesundheit alb r bent
Xu den Schocuen Wlnachtsfett."
Then Csby McKee gave someWiing of

the same kind to the Priidtit. It was
written out in Ger"ia tat, aud it reads
something, like this:

"Mcinrn Gnmpapa dem liebrn
Hat dies everscii ich verschriehen "

Here the Urownie; who evidently did
not unlerstand German, broHu in.
'Yes, Santi, that is very nice, but
wasn't it rath slid for Christmas"

"Yes, perhaps so." was the reply.
"Hut it suited the President, who, just
between us, is a little bit still himself
He seldom unbends to any one, but
ilaby McRce so wrapped himself about
the old man's heart that the two made
ma think of 'Old Abe1 Lincoln aud
lively little 'Tad.' "

Here the Hrowme's eyes grew from
pennies into saucers and is round
mouth opened wido until it became a
big round hole in bis (at, round lace,
as he gashed out: "Aud did you know
Tad Lincoln?"

A HToKV Or TAD LINCOLN.

"Yes, indeed, ' said Santa Claus, "1
knewhiinanJ hived bun. He wanted
all other boys to have as good a lime
ashimc!:,aud remember how one
stormy Christmas day he brought a
crowd ol hungry, ragged newsboy to
the White House kitchens. The cook,
a surly, bead eyed, thin lipped bachelor,
was basting the Christmas turkey and
hut mince pics wcru mokiug on the
raue. A savory smell ol .teaming
dainties floated forth and made ihe
buys' mouths water. Hut the cook with
an iter in his eve, raged at young Tad
and told him to take his racd squad
away. Ho Tad's eye Hashed. He
told the boys to wait and ran olf to bis

father. He flew but his father
was not in. He found him In the yaid
wnlking toward the war department and
talking with Secretary Seward upon
allairs of state, aud rati to biaa and
cried:

'Papal papal Isn't that our kitchen,
and can't bring ihne poor, coUa Jinu
gry boys in here to cat?"

"President Lincoln stopped. Tad,
seized him by the hand and excitedly
went on.

'Papa, I want those boys to have a
good, warm dinner. They are cold,
nnd almost starving, and two cf thern
have soldta papas. And, papa. want
to tell you th I am going to discharge
that cook, If he don't give u?- some
turkey and mince pes. Say, can't 1,

papa? And isn't enr kitcneii!''
''1 remember," Santa Claus went on,

his great round stcmach moving convul-
sive iy up and down as he laughed with-
in; "I remember how Mr, Seward smiled
and how Tad's father's face grew tender
as he told him to run along nnd leed
the hungry boys And Tad did teed
them, tout He stulled their stomaclir
lull and ns they went away he loa.tod
them with candy and with nuts from the
store which had thrust into his own
stockings."

CMKIHTMAS li ARTHUR'S TIMB-

''How many Chrrtma murmngs I've
spent here," SnntaClnus went on. "Ik-r-
I cr.mo to till the stockings of Nellie
Arthur, when her father was the Presi-
dent. She was a sweet child, too, and
it was through her that thMn..ds ot
poorchildrciiKotthiLirC.iri-nma- dinners.
She organized a Christmas club, to which
the t children cl Wnhiugton be-

longed and joined with her in making
presents and giving itinera to the
poor. wonder if there will not be sixh
a tlnae this year. Prances CleveJ-j-

Molhe Vila and I'auline Whitney, with
other K"l, dimd two lhr.u..and little
children in this way on Chns'mas eir;ht
years ago.

"Hut that was eiht years nfrnt How
time does lly!" said Santa Claus, as lie
threw bis great tat leg across his knee.
"Now I'M'tcts Cleveland is a mother
nnd has children of her own. Little
Pauline Whitney has grown up and
married, and her own good mother who
made so many others hppy has passed
on to that land whsro lite is one long
Christmas day."

WIIITB ItOL'SK HOLIDAYS WITH
AND HAVKS.

Here Santa Claus dropped olf into a
doze. His head lell slowly ba. until
it strucK the paci: which be he hung
upon the chair. He ierked It forward
with a start, and as Iks eyes flew open
they caught thos- - of Mrs. Hnes, which
were kindly looking down Irom out a
gold Irame on the wall. Old Santa biew
a kiss up at the picture aud went on
talking to himself.

"There is a woman who knew what
Christmas was. Sue made this house
merry every year that she was in It, and
she gladdened the homes of otners.
Kvery Christmas she bought forty tur-

keys and gave them to the poor. Stic
had her Christmas trees, and the day
was made nurry with lun aud games lor
the chiloreii from daylight to dark. I

liked toe Hiivcs boys, too," Santa Claus
mused on. 'They were healthy fellows
and they did not put on airs. It was the
bime with those Grant children. Fred
and Huck and hub Nellie. What a
crowd they were and how they did make
this old White House ring. Gen. Sn-- r

man used to come here Christmas night
and Grant and Sherman joined with the
children in their games, the griszly

fiherman always watching the mistletoe
and claiming a hiss Irom every pretty
girl who chanced to come beneath it. I

always liked Sherman. He lrved Christ-
mas. His heart was always young. He
laughed At. rried when lie was the
rmtton's herd as easily t he did when I

first tilled the blue knit socks which he
hune up for me so ansny years ago in
his Ohio home."

"My," said the Hro.er.ff. "what a lot
voi have seen. Santo. When did yuu
nrst come here?"

"Oh." answered Santa Claus, "I do
not like to say. It makes me feel so old!
It was when a

man named ;(Teison was
President now almost one hundred
years ago. He had no little children,
bat his married daughters often came
to see him and brought their babies

th thein. remember one bright
Christmas day when there were mi
young children here. Holly Madison,
whose husband was then in the cabinet,
presided at the Christmas dinner, and
the babies, who had less colic then than
now, stuiled their stomachs with cran-
berry tarts, roast turhey. mince pies and
molasses candy.

"Dolly Madison was also a staunch
friend of mine," Santa Claus went 011.

"She gave so much on Christmas that
ahc was almost a Santa Cltus herself.

or sixteen years sue was the mistress
here, tor she managed the White House
during the days ol Jcflernon, as well as
when her husband was Ilia President.
She was, think, the prettiest and the
kindest inistre.s that this W'lite Home
ever had. Her hair was black as jet;
her eyes cerulean blue, and her cheeks
were sis rosy as those of that china
f ephcrdr which hanga thre on the
tree fur little Mie wore a grey
silk turban, though she was a Quaker
girl, nnd her parent dressed in ."

C.fcUKCl WASHINGTON MOST

CHRIftTMCS

"How about madam Washington?"
said the llf.wnir, "aud litiiu George
who never told a lie."

"Little George grew big long befare
this house was iuiIi." was Sauls Claur'
reply. "And George and Martha nrvcr
lived a night within li. Their

Geoige was President, ere
spent iii Philadelphia, Near Yoric or at
Mount Vernon, Hnd the prebents were
all made to tie Cuslis babies, lor Genrr
al Wahtnton had. you know no

of hu own. It was on Christmas
d iy in 17S3 that Washington came home
attr the Luglish were deleated and
peace declared On that day he took
oil iiis military clothes aud put bit the
gaib ol a private allien. The uniform
he kept. The coat and breeches you
may see in the National Mim uni, ami
the very stockings are preserved among
the relics at Mt. Vernon. I've Idled
them several times tor htte George and
Nellie Ctistis. They were of siik, and
longer than the average actor's lights."

andkkw jackson's christmah.
"There was another great general

who was President. I mean that tall
there, Andrew Jackson," aaid the
iiie, as he pointed to c picture on

n.e wail.
"Yes," replied Sanla Claus. 'I knew

him. I pitted him, lor he had no child-
ren. Suit, he loved children, and when
his adopted son had a baby boru to him
he was the happiest man in Washington,
Heuedto nurse the baby when it had
the colic, and he sometimes wheeled it
up and down the east room (or tiours at
a time. He had a lot of children with
tlim here in the While House, and he
was as much interested in Christmas as

the babies were. He would sit and
smoke a clav pipe as he talked with
them. He would tell them all about me.
and how I came down the chimney. I

have olten watched him, and I have seen
his wrinaled face grow t oft and gentle
as he looked into tho hie a id saw there
through the sin ok i, the hard, rough
dayl of his own poor boyhood, when he
lived so far away in tht wilds of North
Carolina that Christmas pitted unheed- -

ed aud presents seldom carr.e."
As Santa Onus tnid this a ra of

morning light lumped through the win-

dow at his back nnd caught the gold of
the little Hrownie's hair. It played a
moment upon the mirror of the doll's
bureau whicn had humc upon the
tree for little Kuth, aud then in saucy
mood jumped mid put Its fiery
little fist in old Santa's eyes. As Ssnta
Claus received the blow he blinked. He
sprang straight to his feet, and without
a word rushed up the chimney and out
on .o the roof. The Urownie heard his
reindeers gallop otl, and then ran out
himself just in time to hear the prattle
of the tsaking children overhead.
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