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“SELF-GOVERNMENT IN THE
TERRITORIES.

Tge March number of the /nterna~

tional Review contains a paper en
Relt-Government in the Territories,

from the pen of Hon. Decius B,
Wade, Chief Justice of Mentana,
It is as sound in principle, as forci-
ble and lueid in dietion, and is eal-
culated to influence public opinion
-and particularly the leading minds
of the country, in a salutary man-

ner.
‘The article commences with a

quotation from Chancellor Kent,
which we give in full, as the time
and the condition foreseen by the
eminent jurist are here, and his
opinion of the Territorial system is
valuable in a discussion upon its
eflects. He said:

““If the government of the Unit-
ed States should carry into execu-
tion the project of colenizing the
great valley of the Columbia or
Oregon River to the west of the
Rocky Mountains, it would afford
a subject of grave consideration
what would be the future ¢ivil and
political destiny of that country.
1t would be a long time before it
would be populous enough to be
created into ocne or more independ-
ent Slates; and in the meantime,
upon the doctrine jtaught by the
Aets of Congress and even by
the . judicial . decisions of the
Supreme Court, the colonists
would be in a state of most
complete subordination, and as de-
pendent upon the will of Congress
as the people of this country would
have men upon the King and
parliament of (Great Britain if they
could have sustained their claim to
bind wus in ‘all cases whatsoever.
Such a state ofabsolute sovereignty

dependenide BN, and of absolute
genial with the free and indepen-

M ablae . ). _ata._ 4

il fnﬂri&g& lishment of distant
Territorial governments, ruled ac-
cording to the will and pleasure,
would have a very natural ten-
dency, as all pro-consular govern-
ments have had, to abuse and op-
pression.’’ |

- Judge Wade shows that othe
problem contained in the prophe.
tic words of Chn.um_éllur Kent is one
of the important liviog questions
of to-day. «The fabric of our terri-
torial governments covers an area
of 868,472 square miles and provides

law for more than  half a million of
peeple. It has three prominent
features:

“First. That the people of the
Territories are not represented
Congress.

Second. That they are not per-
mi{l‘itedto elect their own officers;
and, '
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interests in common with thoee
upon whom they are imposed.

And on the third propositien he
describes the helplessness of the
Territories under the supreme con-
trol of Congress, which ecan annul
every Act of the local Legislatures.
He does not touch upon the abso-
lute veto power of the Governor of
this Territory, as that is not coms=
mon to all these satrapies, but is
an additional act of despotism and

upjustifiable tyranny, which Utah |

is singled out to bear  alone.

He then takes up the power of
Coungress over the Territories as de-
fined by the U. 8. Supreme Court
and judicial authorities, which is
declared to be “absolute and un-
limited.”” This being the case, he
argues that Congress has, therefore,
‘‘all power and authority to bestow

upeu the people of the Territories |

those common rights of self-gov-

drought in this Territory during

the coming summer. It is guite
likely that we may yet have plenty
of wet weather to start the grifin
and garden seeds which have been
planted, and give a fair prospect of
general crops. But the indications
are portentous of a dry season, and
many gloomy forebodings are in-
dulged in by borrowers of trouble.

The only good in anticipations of
evil is a wise preparation to meet
the ill, and ward it off as far as pos-
sible. It may be that frequent
rains will refresh the parchedearth
during the approaching heated
term, and that an abundant har-
vest will change the depression of
our farming friends into the glad-
uess that comes of full barns and

ernment that pertain to . evVery
A merican citizen,”

In other words | overflo wing granaries. We hopeso,

that, failing o give them the rights | But, considering the wider breadth
of Siate government, Congress has| ¢ 1anq which each succeeding year

full power to grant them the privi-
lege of electing their own goveruors,
judges, anc other officers nowy ap

pointed without their consent. The

refusal to do this, hesays,*‘isinter-|0f the

preted into a desire to exercise pow-
er for the mere sake of power, or
into a feeling of neglect and want
of interest in the Territories.”

The writer goes on to descant
upon the unceriain tenure of office

brings under the plow and barrow,
itisn that the facilities for
irrigation be enlarged. This is one
uirements of the times,
and a subject that needs considera-
tion all oyer this Territory.

But just now our attention is
turned more particularly to the
water needs of Balt Lake City.
Whethér we have a dry er a Wel

as another fault.in the Territorial | Summer this year, it is very certain

system; and enlarges upon the plots,

cabals and petty attacks of ambi-| Waier supply are amon

tious adventurers upon those occu-
pying official positions in the Ter-
ritories, the cure of which lies in lo-
‘cal self-government;upon the amaz-
ing difference between the condai-
tion of a citizem when in a Sia
and when he moves into a Territo-
ry; upon the necessity of reduciog
the appointing power of the

President, already too extensive |1ty

for the welfare of the republic;

that some better arragements for
our first

pressing necessities. e need
more water for irrigation, we need
better water for drinking and culi-

nary purposes. If a full supply of
the former were secured, it would

te | be com paratively easy to obtain the

latter. We hope to see the Lime
when the benefits of the water-
works will be extended all over the
We believe the mortality

and sickness would be greatly re-

i duced his means. The
and upon the injustice ef de- v by this
Y Jaces on the bemches, and the
priving ef the ecommon rights|? %l s 1’ M

of citizenghip the hardy pioueers
who have planted and waurtured
these young commonwealths, ad-
-Iding tothe wealth of the nation
and multiplying its power.

We cordially endorse the senti-
ments of Judge Wade. And we
think that the time is at hand for a

neral effort on the part of the
Territviise ¢~ == thamaalves f&pm
the irksome yoke of vassalage. The

— e N 1[1.‘]“

SRTrary to the apirit of republican-

is certainly discordant
Ip

ism @&
with American ipstitutions,
all human = probabiliLy
Democratic party will be
controlling element in
new  Congress. The

the
the

fundamental priociples of that
party. BSuoch arguments and un
deniable statements a8 those of
Judge Wade ought to be presented
in a public manner. They express

the views of the great body of the
peeple in all the [erritories, . Their
united voice should be sounded in
the ears of the Forty-Sixth Con-
gress, in unmistakatle tones,
‘‘State governments,or the right to
elect all our own officers,” should
be the thundering ¢ry of the Terri-

in | tories. We do not believe it would

be heard in vain.

Utah should form no excep
to the rule adopted by her neigh-
bors, unless it be her admission in
advance of the rest becanse she is

Third. That thay are deprived of
the privilege of making their own
local laws, save as the same may
be approved by Congress, whereby
the people are forbidden the right
of self-government,”” %

To establish the first proposition
he gives the history of the admis-
sion of the first Territorial Delegate
into Congress, and shows from the
debates over the guestion that a
delegate with a right tn speak but
not to vote, was declared to be a

older, miore populous, in better con-

dition every way for the rights and |

powers of Statehood. None of the
objections that have been raised
against her admission will stand
the light of trath and reason They
are only set up by persons who fear
that Statehood for Utah would
provide no position or emoluments
for them. Could they beassured of
place and provender under a State |
government none would shout so

th |
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> _right of
| logal gelf-government is one of the

lower
with mere seepage waler, contri-
bute very largely to our death-list

|and provide mueh work for the

doctors, If the local mountain

| streams could be dispensed with

for irrigation and utilized for house
supply, Salt Lake would be a mueh
heaithier and pleasanter city to live

1 " h ]
nr-tnt this cannot be done without

: nringing in irrigatine water favi
¢ g s 'l%ﬂ mos

O ODnswiucs t f“!iblﬁ
plan we hear of to eflect this object
i1s a canal from Utah Lake. 8 uch
an artificial channel as is pro-
posed would be of immenseé benefit,
not only tn this city but to
the whole district between it
and the Izke. Farming land ip its

| path now worth but from $5 to $20

an acre, would rise in value to $100
or more an acre. City lots would
also be worth far more than at
present. The eontinual difficulties
of the irrigating seasoun would be

i —

tion ’anﬂ when the irrigation

| the mone

loudly in its favor as they. There|
s not a valid argument that can be |
raised in favor of Utah’s continu-
ance in her present condition of ig-
noble servitude, nor in favor of the
general system of Territorial tyran-

new characier unknown to the
Constitution, in fact a nondeseript,
not a member, and being only ““the
mere shadow of "a representation,”
had no voice in the makiog of laws, 4
but, with the privilege ouly to sup-

—m—

plicate for common rights for the
people, had no power to enforce or
protect any of those rights., The

ny, which the experience of a
bhundred years has demonstrated to
be unjust in priaciple, undesirable

in practice, subversive of politieal
liberty and opposed to the génius
of democrstic republicanism,

delegate—Mr, James White, from
the Territory south®west of the
Ohio, was admitted simply because
a pledge had been made to the peo-
ple there that they should receive
representation in Congress, and
this was the only perceptible way
out of the difficulty. .

In support of the seecond proposi-
e Teriones widor ot which generally fullat. this soson
ment and administration of stran-|°f the year, with the lack of enow
gers, sent by the arbitrary dictum |in the mountain dells combine to

—ele
THE WATER QUESTION.

THE unusually aar]jr Spring and
the absence of the rains aud snows

avoided. 'Garden and fruit crops
would be,so far as water is cun-
cerned, ussured. BSettlers on the
high benches would ve relieved of
their great grievance. The barren
looking spots around their dwellings
would be adorned with follage.
I'he beauty and wealth of our city
would be wonderfully enhanced,
demand is
thus supplied the utilization of the
sparkling mountain streams for
general household use would follow
1n its time. niBl 22
“But the undertaking  would be
very costly.” Undeuniably true. The
scheme looks luoks well en paper,
and it would look betier practically
eflected on the land, but whére 1is
to come from to do the
work? “Borrow it,"” say some;
‘*the city can stand a bounded debt,
and posterity ought to bear the
burden as well as enjoy the benefit
of our labors.” But this does not
harmonize with the policy which
our wisest men have marked out
and endeavored to sustain. Free-
dom from debt is as beneficial to
States and communities as to indi-
vidoals. Interest isa clog on the
feet of progress. It eats into prop-
ercy like rust into irou, It is life
Lo the lender but death to the bor-
rower. Debt is bondage whether the
debtor be an individual or a corpo-
ration. And we desire to leave no
legacy but good to succeeding gene-
rations. -
It it is not advisable to contract
adebt,unless it may be a temporary
arrangement of such proportions as
may be met in a short time, and
reundered neces by the exigen-
cies of the situation, how ean the
project be made practicable? 1t
appears to us that those who would
receive the immediate and chief
advantages of the eanal should bear

of the President, and having no{cause great apprehensions of |

the priocipal part of its expenses,
The owners of land to be irrigated
in and out of the city, who are
very numerous and nearly all able
to do something towards it,
could accomplish & great deal
in its construction, leaving tLhe
munielpality only that portion to
perform which could be done with-
in the powers of raising means e¢on-
ferred upon it in the charter, It is
as neeessary for cerporations as for
persons sometimes to contract tem-
porary loang, the benefits accruing
therefrom being greater than the
inconveniences of interest-bearlng
debts. But it would be well for our
City Fathers to hesitate before

binding a load upon the corporate | Legis

body which would descend to pos-
terity, and particularly if it would
transcend the bounds marked out
by legislative restrictions.
Why cannot this necessary work
be principally done in the old-
fashioned way? There is plenty of
muscle lying inactive, lots of la-
bor waiting to be employed, an
abundance of energy ready for ex-
ercise. Bone and sinew used to be
our capital, ce-operative industry
our bonds and division of benefits
our coupons. We advanced our
own funds and ourselves received
the dividends. We have some
faith that the same methods by
which large canals were built in
the old times could be practically
adopted at the present. This mat-
ter however is no small concern.
It is not a little watering ditch
that has to be dug, It iz =a
big affair, involving much
labor, not a little skill and good

management,and pregnant with no
quences. The matter

trifling conseq
needs careful consideratien and cor-

rect mathematical reckonings, The
plans must be well digested and
the cost fairly counted.
publie could be ecalled together, and
by union, determination and

verance the good work could be ac-

dry | complished.
It would be well to consider the
propriety of acquiring the right of

way conferred upon the old Deseret
Irrigation and Navigation Com-
pany, and the work aeccomplished
by that ;ﬂ@ﬂhtlun, wrhiﬁh; Jﬂﬂld,

haps,be a bi inn] ywards
m anp:mprlsa. gmm satisfac-
tory terms could be made which

would be beneficial to all
concerned, We ive the im-

manes arMvenrages that wrnld an

erue to the people of this city and

county from the proposed ca
and will do our beapt. t\oiupportni?:ll;

project. But we huPa to see the
work done, as speedily as ible,
without throwing to the ds the

goed policy of the past in relation
to debt. The canal is a necessity.
Weneed it right now. But are we
prepared to reverse our prineiples,
and in order to h forward a
much-needed enterpr
the wake of the world, the end of
whose ways I8 bankruptey ani
financial chaos? This is the ques-
tion for the people to consider.

UTAH AFFAIRS IN THE
. SENATE.

————

THE Legislative Assembly of this
Territory, at its session of 1874,

served the people without remu-
neration.. The appropriation usu-

ally made by Congress for the sala-
ries of officers and members was
diverted for the payment of the
Judicial expenses of the Territory,
with tbe proviso that on the money
being reimbursed to the United
States out of the territorial treasury,
the officers and members of the
Legislature could draw their cus-
tomary per diem and mileage. The
Assembly refused to make the ap-
priation thus sought to be forced
upon them, and therefore served
without pay, preferring to lose the
money to whieh they had a legiti-
mate right rather than yield to this
unrighteous attempt at their coer-
cion.

It had been represented to Con-
gress that no appropriations had
been made for the judicial expen-
ses of the Territory, and that none

would be made by the Legislature,
in consequence of certain chan

in affairs here made by the Poland
bill. The duties previously dis-
charged by the Territorial Attorney
General and Marshal were trans-
ferred by that law to the United
States District Attorney and
Marshal, and these officers thought
that the Legislature would not

Then the

, follow in

make any appropriation which
they could handle, The then Mar-
shal went to Washington, and,
Ug Eert.inmiuuﬂy banging upon
the heels of committees, procured
the introduction into the civil ap~
propriation bill of the clause divert«
ing the pay of our legislators in the
manner described. [t was thrown
out several times when the bill was
reported and re-reported te the
House and in the Benate, but was
finally smuggled in and passed in
the hurry of the cloging moments
of Congress,

The statefnents and representa-
tions on which this measure was
based were entirely untrae, The
lature had made appropria-
tions to be disbursed by the Terri-
torial Marshal in previous Ieara, and
even at the session of 74 did ap-

ropriate $11,000 for that year and
gll,OOO for the frollowing year, for
the 'paymant of jurors and witnes-
ses fees in cases arising under the
laws of the Territory, to be disburs-
ed by the U. S. Mnmlml under cer-
tain wise restrictions. 8o the as-
sumed facts on which Congress
acted were false, and the anti-
cipations by which that bedy
was influenced were groundless.
But Utah is generally judged and
condemned in this fashion, false-
hood to her disadvantage being ac-
cepted as the truth, and little trou-
ble being taken to investigate.

During the last hours of the re-
cent  Congress, a similar attempt
was made to defraud the l.egisla-
ture of Utah. It the Hounse,
but when the bill was in consider-
ation in Committee of the Whole
of the SBenate, Mr. W. W. Eaton,
of Connecticut, moved to strike it
out, but was defeated through a
motion made by Mr. W. Windom,
of Minnesota. However, Mr. Eaton
renewed his motion in the Senate,
and an animated debate ensued,
which is reported in full in the
Congressional Record of March 4th.

senator Eaton proposed to strike
out all after the word ‘“dollars,” in
line 1584, to the end of the para-
graph, in the following words:

“And this appropriation may be
used, under the direction of the
said bapartmnt., to defray the ju-
dicial expenses of the supreme and
district courts of said Territery;
snd the amount so used shall be
reimbursed to said appropriation
out of the treasury of said Territo-
ry; and until such reimbursement
shall be fully made, no membYer or
officer of said Legisiative Assembly
shall be entitled to any Com pensa-
tion or allowanee out of any mo-

neys of the United States.”’

Whereupon Senator A. A. Sar-
gent, of California, suggested a
::pdﬁﬂmtiEu:, which was accepted

A ton, to strike ¢
BUOWIE 0 r ey e

“And until sach reimbursements
ghall be fully made, no miember or
officer o' said Imgln:inttm Assembly
shall be entitled to any. compensa-
lion or allowanceout of any moneys
of the United States,”

Mr. Sargent made a very pointed
speech, showing that this provision
was only inserted in the bill ene
year, and had not been re-enacted;
that by its terms the officers of the
Legislature were to be punished
because the members did not see
fit to do certain things; and want-
ed to know why a bribe should be
held out to the Legislature to in-

duce them to passa certain '
sure, He denounced it as enof;jt

and unjust, and a epecies of terror-

Senator G. F. Edmunds, of Ver-
mont, made & vehement speech on
the other side, in which he made
use of the untruths that we have
refuted above, and which he ob-
tained from the misrepresentations
fermerly made to Congress, and
g ol e T8 mion o

ge e law in re nt -
Territories. Said he: Oy

“The Benator from Californis.
says that that is an abuse of th[:-
Legislature of the Territory of Utah_.
I submit with great respeet to his
beiter knowledge of abuses,that it Js-
quite the reverse of an abuse; that
it is laying the hand'of just legis-
lative action here in appropriating
money out of the Treasury, as we
must carry on the courts there, to
say it shall be set off against the
money that we would otherwise
appropriate for the pay of this Leg-
islature, and let them appropriate
1|:ti’;u:» pl.}"h th?gaalvj?l as tthay may and

0, when they will'mot appropriate:
to pay the courts. - ppfo

When it is understood that a law
of Congress is in force, one which
Senator Edmunds himself helped
to frame, forbidding this, the gen-



