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PLENTY OF TIME

Pplentylenty of0 time plenty of time I1

0 what a foolish and treacherous chime I1

with so much to see and so much to be taught
and the battle with evil each day to be fought
with wonders above us beneath and around
M aich sages are seeking to mark and expound
with work to be done in our fast fassina prime
oancan ever there be for us plenty of time

owour schools at most I1 apts a few score of years
spent in sunshine and shadow in smiles or in

tears
while none are quite equal howeler they be

classed
and judgments to often are faultily passed
twixt eternity past and its future to stand
like a child sea on one speck of

landhand
theretothere to work out the duties that make lifie

sublime
oh surely there cannot be plenty of time I1V I1

chambers journal

AGITATION IN THE CHURCHES

if as hasbaa been saideaid the agitation
of thought tois the beginning of wisdom
this ought to be a very wise age be-

lieving the aphorism to be true the
mental unrest the fearless question-
ing of all social religious and political
creeds usages laws and ceremonies
waymay be regarded as one of the hopeful
encouraging signs of the times As
the sultry and depressing atmosphere
is cleared by the sometimes
thunderstorm which tois succeeded by
clear skies and a deliciously cool
and invigorating air that im-

parts buoyancy and cheerfulness
to the soul so will storms brewing in
church and state throughout the world
certainly result in clearer conception
of the truth in moral and spiritual
progress in broader and truer liberty
anfnin more universal happiness and pros-

perity and iniia a higher and nobler
type of manhood and womanhood
nor is this hopeful faith regarding the
future in the least diminished because
it appears inevitable that this blessedblessed
OMra of righteousness and harmony will
be preceded by a period of intellectual
strife more startling in physical con-

flictflicht more tremendous than history
records

the signs of the times are both
ominous and encouraging therethereisais a
growing disposition to break loose
fromom all authority in family in
church and in state the old question
cabyby what authority doest thou these I1

things tois being asked by the people
of their priests and self constituted
rulers and the questioners will no
longer be satisfied or cowed by the
answer of anathema bullet or bayonet

the masses are beginning to think
noi need beitbe it surprisingor discourag-
ing if at first they come to wrong and
disastrous conclusions we all learn by
the things we suffer there seems to
be no other way neither should we
wonder at the extravagant and un-
warrantable skepticism and insubordi-
nation exhibited by the uneducated
masses while the intellectual giants of
the age are the pioneers in criticizingcriticisingcritic isinglaing
and exposing the fallacies of existing
institutions and in teaching the people
that the only rightful authority either
in religious or political affairs isin vested
exclusively in them and in human
reasons the result must inevitably
be a mighty upheaval and overturning
of society and modern civilization to
be succeeded by a better purer wiser
happier condition than the world has
any conception of

there is a movement among the
churches in the eastbast especially in the
episcopal and the presbyterian led by
such profound thinkersthink era as heber new-
ton philips brooks dr rainsfordRai naford
dr parkhurst dr briggs and others
which tois creatingng as much commotion
as luther did in his day they claim
for themselves and their Tolfollowerslowers
larger freedom of thought in religious
matters and the right of individual
interpretation of the teachings of the
bible as well as the creeds of the
churches whether they will be will-
ing to accord to all the liberty they
claim for themselves remains to be
seen cosayto say the leastielealeam titisis very doubt-
ful

the brightest minds in the episco-
pal church realize that they cannot
establish the claim to apostolic succes-
sion and so declare thateven if it could
be successfully established it is unim-
portant and unnecessary to the validity
of their calling and the prosperity of
their church among nearly all of the
protestant sectsmete there is a growing dis-
position to regard all external ordi-
nances as nonessentialnon essential to be observed
or disregarded according to the desire
of each person without in the least
detracting from their claim toco be
obedient followers of christ and true
christians

we can understand and respect
though we cannot agree with the
man who rejects the bible and chris

altogether but it is impossible
to understand how any man professing
to believe in the precepts and example
of jesus christ as recorded in the new
testament and that is theahe only record
of him which the world accepts can
ignore the ordinances of baptism and
laying on of hands as being neither
important to or binding upon all disci-
ples of christ if each person may
select such parts of christs teachings
and example as suits his caprice and
ignore the rest what tois to become of
christianity as a rule of faith and
practice the only difference between
such men and col ingersoll Jsis that the
hattei exercises the right of judgment
to reject a little more than the former

the test of love is obediencece if
ye love me keep my commandments P

4 he that hath my commandments and
keeneth themie it is that loveth me it

go ye therefore and teach all na-
tions baptizing them in the name of
the father and of the son and of the
holy ghost teaching them to observe
auall things whatsoever I1 have com-
manded you 11III again go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature he that believethbelieveth and
is baptized shall be saved either
jesus said these things or he did not
if he did they are binding on every
creature no man however powerful
hisbis intellectsIntellectis exempt if it be claimed
that the words referring to baptism
and other ordinances are interpola-
tions then bow are we to tell what to
accept as christs teachings and what
to reject true we may judgejudge by the
context we should be justljustifiedled in re-
jecting as spurious any passages which
conflict with the general spirit and
tenor of an authors writings but
these passages agree with the entire
teachings and practices of christ and
his disciples as recorded in the new
testament and it is on the assertions
and doctrines contained in the new
testament that the faith of most
christians tois founded they have no
other basis for their belief therefore
if each one selects or rejects what he
pleases the foundation of their faith
will be undermined as effectually as
would be that of any building if each
workman should take out a stone be-
cause he considered it unnecessary

jesus himself was baptized so the
record states saying thus it behovesbehaves
us to fulfilfulfill all righteousness can it
be right or safe for us to neglect what
he felt it incumbent to observe when
peter preached on the day of pentecost


