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tf BY DAVID W EVANS

the occasion of administering the
sacramentmt the emblems of the death
and sufferings ofor our lord and saviour
Jesusjerup ciaclaChristrist lkalaaisa suitable time for every
lattlattererdayer day saint to make the inquiry
why are we latter day saintsSaint4 and for
making anau examination of some of the
reasons which have moved upon us to
receive the doctrines of this latter day
dispensation thereby subjecting
ourselves to the jeers reonna and ridicule
of our former friends ndd acquaintances

the church of jesusjebus christ of latter
day saints was organized on the oth of
aprile 1830 with six members who had
received baptism through the adminis-
tration of joseph smith and oliver
cowdery the first elders of the church
the bausecause of that organization is some-
thing we should consider when we in-
quire why we are latter day saintsat that time as at presen existed
in the world tta great variety of religious
denominations which were divided
under general headsbeads and subdividedsub divided
into smaller divisions those who
worship idols comprise probably more
than one half of the inhabitants of the
earth the followers of mahomet a very
large portion of the remainder perhaps
onebone hundred and fifty millions ofotpeople
they receive the doctrines of the ara-
bian pioploprophetphet they discard idols and
follow the rules precepts and cenemo
riles laid down inin the koran they are
subdividedsub divided into numerous sects the
portion of the world who acknowledge
the Christian religion probably embra-
cing a population of two hundred and
niftyfifty three main divisions of
which are thetb e holy catholic church I1 or
church of romeromo the greek church I1
and tilethe protestant churches thereareaare a great many subdivisionssub divisions of theprotestant churches such as the luth-
eraneran baptist episcopal presbyterian
methodist and others I1 will not un-
dertake to6 enumerateate them I1 have
headdheardiehearditit saidsald that the number corres

with the number of the beast
spoken of by john in revelations who
declares the number of the name of the
beast to be

iiiin adelate gomesome years ago between
alexander campbell the founder of the
disciples or reformbeform baptistsbaptista and bishdish

cincinnati on the cathbild religion mrhir campbellcampbeliCana undertook
totol proveproe that theether nuinulnumeral letters that
cdcomposedmosed the nameidame orthoof the beast wouldanaw to the name of the catholic
Chchurchfurchfirch bishop purcellparcell made a very
facellous reply saying that he could find

ame numeral letters in thethel name
ofAlexanderelexander campbell and could find
lffiffint theseheso num h61 though ti the beast
with a humpbump ontoff his backiw anough silall thesetheme sectsbeets professing
ChrItchristianityItin it various points
there is one peculiarity longingbelongingbb to the
whole of them aheythey all unite in de-
claring that god has ceased to give rev-
elationelat avdand that he has ceased to10 in-
spirespire meunmeri with the spirit of prophecy
while they are all united on this point
theythoy areire divided on other points such
foifol instance as the doctrine of tran
substantiation or thethie belief entertained
by the catholics that the bread and
wine consecrated for the sacrament be-
come the actual body and blood of
christ 1I suppose that tens of thous-
ands of men have died on apethe field of
battle endeavoring to settle this ques
tion by the sword another point of
differencedifrerencerenee is in relation to the form of
baptism some contencontendingqing that to dip
the finger into a cupeup ofwater and sprink-
ling andu infant will answer as well as
for an adult to go iownlowndown intointa the water
and be immersed as the saviour was
thousands of learned men have ex-
hausted their ingenuity trying to de-
termine whether a certain greek word
from which the word baptism is derived
meansmeins to immerse to sprinkle or to
pour

in consequence of these differences ofopinion societies and churches have
been organized not one of them having
knowledge enough to inquire of thelord and get a revelation to cecille thematter andaud if any abne tried to think
of iland proposed such a athingthing he would
subject himself to the ridicule of thewhole for they say all these things are
donnawaydone awayawny with 21

when joseph smith waswaa about four-
teen or fifteen yeara old living in the
western part of ahe state of new york

wmthereer
w

0 wasas a revivarevival19 and idethe
different sects in that portion of theth
state principally presbyteriansrians meth-
odists and baptists preapreachedehid the neces-
sity of belief lain the lord jebusjesus christ
and repentance in order tot be saved
declaring that unless men and women
did this and obtained what they termed
a hope for the future they would be

cast into a lake of fire and brimatbrimstone
and there remain for ever I1 have heard
men spend hours in endeaeudeaendeavoringvorin tto0 ex-
plain how long this hell would laitfasteastfast it
was frefrequently illustrated in this man-
ner supposeu a bird could carry a drop
of water from this planet to another and
be zonegone a year on the journey and con-
tinue this until every drop of water on
the earth was carried away and then
should take a particle of sandband and go to
another planet and be gone a thbusand
years and carry one particle of sand at
artime until every particle of matter of
which this globe is composed was car-
ried away that then this eternal pun-
ishment would have just commenced
and that the torture and pain there in-
flicted were so great that no mortal
could conceive anything about it the
general effort in their preaching was to
scare men into the road to heaven by
such descriptions ofeternal punishment
when eloquent men deliver such dis-
courses they produce especially upon
ignorant people more or less agitation
and when this is pretty general it is
called a revival of religion but when
the excitement subsides and the converts
have obtained what is termed Isa hope
then the sectssecta who may have bulted in
bringing about such results begin to
scramble to secure the converts it was
so at the time to which I1 have referred
in western new york the baptistsbaptista
wanted their share and the methodists
and presbyteriansrians theirs and the scram-
ble ended in a very unpleasant and un-
christian state of feeling 1

joseph smith had attended these
meeting and when this result was
reached hebe saw clearly that something
waswa wrong he had read the biblebibie and
had found that passage in jamesjamea which
says if any of you lack wisdom letlot
him ask of god that to all men
liberally and upbraideth nothot and
taking this literally he went humbly
before the lord and inquired of him
and the lord answered his prayer and
revealed to joseph by the ministration
of angels the true condition of the
religious world when the holy angel
appearedappeared joseph inquired which of all
ttheaeese denominations was right and
which he should joljoinandnand was told they
were all wrong they had all gone
astray transgressed the laws changed
the ordinances and broken the everlast-
ing covenacovenantnf and that the lord was
about to restore the priesthood and
establish his church which would be
tiiethe only true and living church on the
face of the whole earth

joseph feeling that to make known
such a vision would be to subject him-
self to the ridicule of all around him
knew not what to do but thasthai vision
was repeated several times and in these

hehb was instructed to com
mahiwahl batebato that which behe had seen to
lishisis father illshis father was not a mem-
ber of anytiny church but was a man of
exemplary life his mother and bro
hyrum warpwre members of the arsbypresby-
terian church josephjosepho communicatedcommunicate
what he bad seen to his father who
believed hisbis tegteitestimony and told him to
observe the instructions that had been
given him

Tthesee visits led in a short time to
tbthe ringingbringing forth of the record known
as the book of mormon which contain-
ed the falness of the gospel as it had
been preached by the savior and his
apostlesapostalL s to the inhabitants of this land
also a history of the failingfalling away of the
people who dwelt on triselis continent and
tilethe dealings of god with them

A great many of us can recollect that
when we read the bible in our young
days it was like a sealed book and we
were taught and the sentiment had
been impressed upon us that its con-
tents had a two or threefoldthree foldfoid spiritual
meaning and that it required a man
who had studied divinity to explain
these hidden meanings yet we found
in the newnow testament that no pro-
phecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation but holy men of god

as they were moved by the holy
ghost ii when we read the book ofmormon it was a key to unlock the
scriptures to our understandings while
perusingng its pages light burst upon our
minds I1 and in this way the book ofmormon revealed to us the light of the
gospel which before had seemed obscure

the gospel has connected with it cer-
tain ordinances such for instance as
the ordinance of baptism who has
authority to administer this ordinance

if we make the inquiry among the f

abtspers the wilvil 440ocayeave 77
1l

where odid yom cef it VOyonedepeterPeterpete
a rnmerchant ttranslatedranslated tthe four
and he established achurcha church 11

whee did hegetbeget his authority why
some say he hired a monk to translate
the gospels 11 where did the monk get
hishia priesthood and authority to admin-
ister 1I think it must have comecomo
down through the church of rome
if the church of romeborne had authority
when these reformersreformersera came out from it
they were cut off and denounced as
apostates and if the priesthood theyae re-
ceived came from the church of Promehome0me
of course a stream cannot rise higher

fountain hence if the
church had the authority ofaf thothehe

priesthood to give them she had the
power to take it away the question
therefore answers inteliitself if there were
any authority at all etwasit was in the
church yet these apostates from her
united in denouncing her as the mother
of harlots ittaitis clear enough therefore
that they were all in darkness and that
none of them hadbad revelations from god
but were depending upon formsforma of god
Unes without the power for thethesussup
dorfof theirthear several religions however
holy they might call them the result
of this universal darkness and apostasyapostacy
was that god had to reveal the priest-
hood anew and through the adminis-
tration of holy angels he gave authorityauauthoritythority
to joseph smith and oliver Cowcowderydorylderyl
to baptize each other and to baptize
confirm and ordain others and to preach
and administer the gospel to this gene-
ration this authority was not derived
from the churchchuichchach of rome or any other
0organization but was given by special
and direct revelation from heaven

it was no sooner noised abroad that
joseph smith was preaching the gospel
in its purity and administering itsts
ordinances than a howl went up from
all the world that liehe was an impostor
zintinan ignorant fellow a man without
education and the book of mormon
vmsvaswaswms denounced as ungrammatical an
argument was raised that if it had been
translated by the gift lindand it
would have been strictly grammatical
now so far as gigrammeraciner is concerned
we have king james bible before us
which was translated two hundred and
fifty years ago by a large number of
the most learned men that could be
found in great britain and it was put
into the best language of that time but
since that day the englichenglish language
has undergone so many changes and
improvements that societies have been
formed in various countries for the ex-
press purpose of re translating the Biblebibi
so as to make it in accordance with the
modern isales of our language when
the lord rovellaro veala anything to men he
reveals it in language that accords with

I1 their own if any of you were to con-
verse with an augeangegelandangelanaan tandfand you used strict-
lyly grammaticalgram magical language he would dothedo the
same but isyouif you used two negatives
in a sentencesenben tenca the heavenly messenger
would use language to correspond with
your understanding and thisthia very ob-
jection tatol the book of mormon is an
evidence in its favor

it has beenbren claimed that a presbyte-
rian minister named solomon spauld-
ing wrote the book of mormon but
the very language and style of the book
are abundantt evidence that it never was
written by anyally learned man and that
it never was written by a man who de-
signed to make a romance or novel itis very well known to hundreds and
thousands that this statement in rela-
tion to solomon spaulding is entirely
false and that no such man ever had
any acquaintance with joseph smith
it is also known to hundreds that the
book of mormon was written by oliver
cowdery word for word as dictated by
joseph handband that the oriorloriginalgina I1 copycop
of that work was in Cowderys hanzhanyhand-
writing

when joseph smith commenced to
bear testimony to the things of tilethe
kingdom and to tell the people to re-
pent of their sins and put away their
hypocrisy and corruption and to IMababaptizedsized for the remission of their sins
and receive the laying on of hands for
the reception of the holy ghost the
holy ghost fell on them who obeyed
and bore testimony to them that themthey
had received the truth and thousands
of the elders have testified throughout
the earth that thetheythes knew this was the
work of god for godgod had revealed it
unto them and they have declared that
all who would humble themselves be-
fore the lord and obey the principles of
the gospel though they might subject
themselves to the jeers and of
those around them and buftersuffer
cution at the hands of mobs would re-
ceive a testimony from god that this
was his work

taetoe elders in bearing this testimony
have received anything but encouraging

trtreatmentireated ment ajob
ddaubed with tar andabid feathfeathersrs

irivendirenr from place to placep ace aiaadad persecu-
ted in every way the pulpit and tntoe
press havebava teemed with abuse fiagainst
them and the whole christian world
has appeared to be anxious to destroy
the mormonscormonsMormons as they are called EIel-
der parley P pratt before receiving the
gospel was a minister of the reformed
baptist or church in
ohio this sectbeet bad a brick meeting
house in mentor lake co
the people who owned this house had
prided themselves on their great libers
allty they would give everybody a
chance to preach bro pratt wilwiswishingshing to
preach to them went there but found
the door shut against him and the con-
gregationgregation assembled outside he

on the door step quite a
numbercumber of hishia former christian breth-
ren had gone to a neighboring grocery
and qualified the inner man with some-
thing stimulating and hayingbuying supplied
themselves with eggs and procured a
drum and fife they marched backwards
andarid forwards in front of the apsneakerspeakerakeraken
throwing theirthel eggs at him until their
supply five dozen waswag exhausted
elder pratt kept on preaching and bear-
ing tetestimonyAlmony of the truth of lnethe gospel
among those present who seemed to en-
joyboythethe scene was a a grave
looking deacon to whom a
a stranger who happened to be present
said Is thisthis the way you worship god
in this country oh no birlysir an-
swered the deacon that man is a
mormon 21 the 8strangertranger then re-

marked his talk is very reasonableyes 31 said the old gentleman butbubb
he is a mornion 1 and wedowe do not intend
that he shall preach here heheapap
pears very cool remarremurremarkedked the stranger
yes 11 said the deacon he Is used to

it heahashas been in such scrapes before
this circumstance illustrates the

manner in which the Elders were re-
ceived when they went forth to preach
the gospel and it required the testimo-
ny of the holy spirit a strong sensebenge of
duty and revelation from the almighty
to stir them up to go forth under such
circumstances not only did this per-
secutionse extend to those who preached
the gospel but to all believers for al-
though the saints were industrious
peaceable and virtuous every kind offalsehoodfalsehood was told against them their
houses were torn down their property
destroyed and every species of injustice
and cruelty was heaped upon them

ourout labors in these valleysValleyswillwill provebrovethat we are an industrious people
when we came hereherd we bad to make
the roads into thehe country and to bbringring
all our supplies or miles we
labored in this desert country from
which the heavens withheld rain andnd
yet wev e bad to cultivate the earth now
visitors exclaim chatanwhwhatatanan indus trio UHUA
people you are we were alway so
when we settled in the state

we made the prairie blossom like the
rose but our enemies lied about us anandd
phpublishedublushed1 scandal concerning us al-
thought 0ugh we were law abiding there
was not a solitary man in the county of
jackson who held office who wasiris a

mormon yet there was hevernevernever a law-
suit or complaint against the latter
day sasaintsi ants up to the time wethe mobs
in jaekjackjacksonson county broke loose upuponon us
and drove us away and robbedus of bunburouroun
homes and when the mob published
their ianilanimanifestofesto to which the wholehoiehole of
them placed their names tueytheytucy declared
that the civil law gave them nano hold of
this people who profess todeal theirthein

sieksick with holy oil 11 the apostle james
says if any are sick let them send for
the elderseiders who shall anoint them with
oil and the prayer of faith shall save thesiabiasieksick the latter day saints believed
and practiced this and this was urged
as a reason for driving us from our
homes tearing down our houses tarring
and feathering the bishops and leading
men whipping the elders destroying
their property and sending
outoutcasts into the world this puts me
in mind of the old quaker who was
very particular about taking lifeline hewas very much annoyed ataat a dog that
came into his store but not wishing to
kill him he said I1 ill not kill thee but
ill give thee a bad name so he turned
him out at the same time crying bad
dog baddobad doggl somebody hearing this
thought the quaker said mad dog II11

i

and shot him after they badhAd turned
us out they gave us a bad name j

these circumstances have a tendency i

to impress deeply upon the minds of the i

latter day saints a determination to I1

know why they aresare suchucb the godif
beavonheaven has reverevealedaled to us that thesisthis ia
his workvork he bashas implanted in the
hearts of the faithful a living burning
eternal testimony that this is the only
way of salvation and that all things
else are comparatively worthiesworthless


