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would be a hell to them. I would not wish any
person to come here who would not come defer-
mined to labor with all his ' might to build up the
kingdom of God, to endure persecution, suffering
and adversity, if necessary, for the sake of huv-
ing an inheritance in the kingdom of God.

" I told my friends that the relation they sus-

tained to me was of little consequence compared |

with the ties that bound me to this people. They
have had the chance, and il your friends have Lad
the chance of embracing the truth and bave not, do
not mourn for them or fret about them, because
they ure not with you, for unless they have in
sthem the light of the IToly Ghost, if they were here
they would be 2 thorn in your side continuully.
We have come out from the wicked, let- ns then
rejoice and give thanks uuto our Futher for all his
blessings; let us rejoice that we are delivered
from our oppressors and that we are free to live
our holy religion, which onght to be dearer o us
than all things; and I trust the time is not fer dis-
tant when we shail be wholly devoted to the cause
of God,and to the progress of his kingdom here
on the earth.” May this be so, is my prayer in

the name of Jesus:—Amen,
< B

DISCOURSE

By President Brigham Young,Taberaacle, March
15, 18537, I

[REPORTED BY G.D. WATT ]

I am not in the habit of taking a text, when
I preach to the Saints; but I will quote a por-
{.‘t‘iuu of scripture, and offer a few remarks upon
it. -
« It is recorded concerning.the Savior, Mat-
thew 12: 46-—50, that “while he yet talked to
the people, behold bis mother and his brethren
stood without, desiring to speak with him.—
Then one said untohim. Behold, thy mrther and
thy brethren stand without. desiring to speak
with thee. «
him that told him, Who is my mother? and who
are my brethren? And he stretched forth his
hand toewards hisdisciples and said, Behold my
mother and my brethren. For whosoever shall
do the will of my Father which is in heaven,
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the same is my brother, and sister, and moth- |

er.*?

my mother?and who are my brethren?’is fraught
with a principle that is very little noticed by

many. Ifrequently hear the brethren,and you |

may hear both them and the sisters, in the
prayer meetings where they have a privileze of

speaking, say, “I.have not a father, mother,
brother; sister, uncle, aunt, first nor second
cousin, nor any relative whatever in this
church.” Do you not hear such expressions |

made by the Saints?
hear them from this stand,

Whether to the understanding of his hearers |
at that time, or whether to ours, those ques- |

tions were correctly answered by our Savior in
tne observation, “Forwhosoever shall do the
will of my Father which is in heaven, the same
is my brother; and sister, and mother.” Sofar
as I ant concerned, I do not claim relationshi
any where else.
Savior will claim any son or danehiter of Adam
to be his brother, sister, mother, or kin or con-
nection of any kind or degeription, according to
the flesh, exeept those who do the will of our
Father in heayen—the will of Jesus and his
Father.

We presume that the Savior perfectly under-
stood his origin, forhe was then over thirty

vears of "age, and had been 'instracted by his |

Father in heaven and by the Holy Ghost, and
had had the visions of his mind repeatedly open-
ed, according to the history given by his disci-

ples; therefore we have no hesitation in believ- |
ing that he understood his origin, who he was, '

the errand for which he ¢ame into the world,

the business he had to attend to here, and un- |

derstood the end of his mission in the meridian
ﬁf timf‘-
do not understand, without the same kind of
revelations and teachings as he enjoyed.

Let the human family do as they did in the

_ days of Adam, in the days of Noal, or even as |
they did in the days of Lot; let parents propa-
gate children, and let” one generation siicceed

another, and this does not change the blood,
tiesh, bones, sinews, &c., pertaining to our or-
ganization in the fleshs this does net change in
the least the peculiar characteristics of the or-
anization of our bodies. The Apostle merely
hinted at this subject when hesaid, ¢ And hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath de-
termined the times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation.”—[ Acts 17: 26.

No matter who they are, nor whether they
are upon the islands or upon the continents; no
matter whether they are the wild Arabs who
traverse the scorching sands of Arabia, the
aborigines of our own country who roam over
its plains and mountains, or the delicately nur-
tured dwellers in highly civilized nations; they
are all of one flesh and blood.

Consequently we can readily and safely .

But he answered and said unto |

The Savior’s reply to the questions, ‘Who is |

Yes; and I sometimes |

And I do not think that the !

He understood that which youand T

Paul observed the same difficulty in his day. |

““Have youn any brothers and sisters, or par- |
Many” Elders were preaching and presiding,

ents?”? ““Yes, my father and mother are liv- _
ing.”? “Did they believe the gospel?”? ¢“No.” | who were ignorant, aspiring and tyrannical
“Did your brothers and sisters believe it?”’— | and but few of them treated the people as kin
' “No, I am a Ione person.” _ . 1and benevolent fathers treat their children.—
Such persons are apt to feel a spirit of des-| There were not many fathers, but there was a
Eundenc_v, to mourn and complain, **O tbat 1 disposition to be ‘many masters,’ as we see
"had a father’s honse to go to; or if I had cne|here. | |
| person whom I could visit and call sister,how | The most of our Elders want to be obeyed, as
‘happy I should be; but I am a stranger here, strictly as you are taught by them from this
Phave no relatives in this kingdom.”” [s that |stand that this people ought to obey br. Heber,
| feeling correct, or incorrect? I say that it is or br. Brighamj as strictly as they preach to
| incorrect; such conclusions are not trne.—! ‘you to obey our counsel. I donot thre.'e:iteu you
' That man or woman that is a child of God, much; No. If I have not wisdom and power
that honors his or her_calling in the kingdnn‘f ‘to ga;n the influence necessary for me to wield
'of God on the earth, is just as much your broth- in the midst of this Eecrple, without cursin
‘er or sister as any Eersun you have been ac- them, without telling them that they and their
‘customed to elaim that relationship with. If substance shall be cursed, and that if they do
 You see a woman who lives her religion, who | not do as I say they shall go to peli—-}viﬂmut
'1s owned of God, you see a person that is threatening the people all the time with my
' flesh of your flesh, blood of your blood, and | judgments and the judgments of the Almighty
' bone of your bone, altho’ she may bave betn | —I gay, let Bricham sink a litile lower and get
' born upon the upgnsite Eidl;'-; of the earth from | into the field where I can find my true level—
‘where you was born.. Those who actually | where I can be made more useful.

live the religion we profess, are as much }rnur% You never hear me plead with nor threaten
 brothers and sisters as are those born of the the people much, nor chastise them often and
|same earthly parents. Jesus understood this, severely for not obeying my counsel. Is it
a3 we may learn from his expression, “For/|right that others should do so? Yes, it is all
- whosoever shall do the will of my Father right,if they are so disposed; [ have no fault
‘which igin heaven, the same is my brother,!/to tmlt}l with regard to others’ urging the peopl:e
! and sister, and mother.? (to obey counsel. But if I do not give the
| Let j,rm:r hearts be at rest, for }'t:;u have | Saints gnd others the counsel of the A migltllt}r,
brothers and sisters here to visif; they are!and that too by the Spirit of my mission, they
your connections, your relatives, your brelhren | are at liberty to dictate me, or to correct me
' and. sisters. $h i in every error I comnmit; and certainly I should
] A great many have an experience that has| commit great errors, if 1 did not enjoy and have
proven to them the truth of this doctrine.—|the Spirit of my mission, and counsel accord-
' Ask those individuals, those who at times have | ing to ‘the will of the Lord. If all who are
' desponding feelings about the absence of their|called to responsible stations would look at
‘relatives, when they are in the light of the|themselves precisely as they are, I will ven-
| more fathers

L™

. Spirit, when the joys of salvation fill their bo-'ture that we would have many

|

' soms, whether they would prefer the society  than we now have, and fewer masters to drive!

of their fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters'the people,

whom they have left beliind, or whether they! As I have frequently said to the brethren,
‘would iike to associate with them better than stop, hold en. 1If youhave sheep and have be-
with their neighbors here, and they will tell|come g shepherd in the fold of Christ, you
' you, “No.” Would you visit them, as qui¢k must bear in mind that you must know
'as you would a good saint? “No.”” Do, you  shee _
have the same feelingand feliowship for them, |is, IF yon have got sheep. Perhaps some of
'as for a saint? “No.” Are ihey as'near and|you are nursing a flock of goats, and do not
~dear to you, as those who are Saints? “No.” know the difference. But if you actnally have
' And yet, when the Spirit is gone {rom them|a {lock of sheep, you should, instead of halloo-

and that then they will know you, that

|

your |

|
|
i
|
|

'and they are left to themselves, they are apt, ing,‘shoo, shoo, shoo, get o1t of the way,’ and |

'to feel lonesome and cast down, to be filled driving them, take a conrse thar when the
' with desponding feelings and to cry out, I hear your voice they inay begin to bleat and
~wish I could see my father, my mother, my | run for their shepherd, because he has a little
' brothers and sisters; T wish {hey were here.” | salt for them. When the sheep hear the voice
) : good shepherd they expect to hear the
‘ren and sisters are here, even according to the | words of life; and every one that has the know-
flesh, Yes, according to the connection andledgze of God will know and understand that
| relationship we bear to each other, to our Fa- such a shepberd is acting in his duty, and they
to his counsels and example. . Do

- And I wish yon to understands that your breth- 'of a

' ther and God, and to our Elder Brother, Jesus i will walk ug

rience that those have whose parents would| Elders. of Israel and Bishops, be fathers and
not embrace the gospel, nor any of their fa- take a course by which you will win the affec-
|ther’s family. My father and step mother em- | tions of the people. How? with your silken lips?
braced the plan of salvation as revealed thro’|No, no; but with the fear of the Alinighty, Do
Joseph the Prophet; and four of my brothers, you know that men and women of God love
five sisters, and their children and their child- |truth?  They do not love sophistry, it is an
‘rew’s children, almost without exception, are abomination to them. When men are smooth as
in this chnureh; also many of my cousins, un-
cles, and other classes of what we call relatives

‘ ! as. some Elders have, to gain an influence, the
or relation=. are.in this Church. But I hadthis

- 0il, with & smile always upon their conntenances, |

| ]
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|
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' God will answer your prayers.

r granted,

not yet attained to perfect confidence in myself
in all circumstances, neither has God in me, for
were such the case He would answer every re-
quest I made of him—every wish of mine would
be answered to the letter. And this is the diffi-
culty with the people, they have not attained to
perfect confidence in themselves; neither have
we as yet sufficient grounds for that degree of
counfidence.

We lay hands on the sick and wish them to be
healed, and praythe Lord to heal them, but we
cannot always say that he will. We do not al-
ways kuow that he will actuully hear our prayers
and answer them. Sometimes the Elders will
get that [uith; and the sisters will often lay hands

& | on their children and bhave faith and confidence in
themselves that God will answer their prayers,

and say o fevers and pains, *be ye rebuked and
stand far from this the afillicted,” and it is done.
But you have to attuin to this power by vour
faithfulness and confidence in yourselves, that
We know that
the Lord often heuls the sick; and we believe all
the time that he is able to do so, but will he be-
cause weask him to? That is the question, and
we are often doubtful abont it.

- Do you think that I would have let mv brother
 die, if I bad the power the Lord has? Would I

have let Jedediah gone behind the veil, had 1 had
that power? No; though in that I might have
%uue contrary to the wishes of the Aimighty.
or want of the knowledge which the Lord has,
if I had power I might bring injury upon myself
and this people.
+~ We mast have knowledge pertaining to our-
selves, and that knowledge will give us the key

. to know how toasgk and obtain; and without that

knowledge we cannot-have eternal life, which is
“to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom he has sent,”® If we have that knowledge
we will know how to ask so as to obtain, and net
usk amiss—we will ask and have our rcquests
How can we have that knowledge? By
applying our hearts to wisdom and our lives to
rectitude; by living as perfectly before God as we
know how; by doing those things that we know
to be right, those about which we have no doubt

. or dubisty, and never doing that which we are

suspicious is wrong, and then be satisfied and not
crave ufter that which is not for us, but let it re-
main in the hands of God. If we can obtain-faith
and confidence in ourselves, there is no lack in the
power of God; neither is there any lack in Lis

Y | diligence, for he is always on the alert.

In our ignorance and darkness we may be led
into error, if we follow our feelings, as I just now
observed might have been the case in regard to
refaining br. Jedediah, as also br. Willard, br.
Whitney and many others. Had we had the
power, would we have parted with Joseph? No,
notwithstanding his work was finished on the

=P . : h. Many ideas have been imbibed and ad-
Christ. all the shepherds take a wise course? = No, and | S2T1) | Hany J 4
It is true that T have not altogether the expe- ' the reasons have been told here times enough. | Y&nced concerning the death of Joseph. It was

precisely as the Lord had decreed, desigued, willed
and brought it about. No power could have
altered it in the least. He had finished his work
on the Barth. B8till if youand I had had the power
without the -knowledge, we would bave kept
Joseph on this earth, and then he would have

 failed to perform his mission jn the spirit

1
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world.
[ learned, during the intermission, that several

love people have for such men is rotten, is with- | understood br. Heber to say,> in bis remarks in

trial, when' I embraced this gospel, **C'an you!cut foundation; and inthe day of trenble, when | the forenoon, that Jnseph was resurrccted. He
forsake your friends and your father’s house?” | they need a foundmion in their people, they will | did not say any such thing, but left the sentence

This was in the vision of my mind, and I had find that it will fall to the ground, and that the | With a word tinderstood at each end of it, or a sort

eople will pass by them and say, ‘“we do Imtjnf' conjunction disjunctive at each side of it.
Eunw those men.”? Lot your influence and your | thought at the time that many would understand

| just as mneh of a trial as though Thad actual-
| ly been ealled to experience all that some real- |
ly have. I-felt, yes, I can leave my father, power be gained by the power of the Lord Al-
mmy brothers and sisters, and my wife and child- | mighty, by the Holy Ghost sent down from
ren, if they will not serve the Lord and go with | heaven — und see that vou have within you a
me, ‘well of water springing up to everlasting life,

I did not ask my wife whether she believad | Then wheu your brethren and sisters come around
| the gospel; I did not ask her whether she would ‘you they will drink

be baptized. Taith, repentance and baptism are one with vou. ” : .
are free for all. T'did not know, when I was'  You hear the Elders teachiog the people to try

baplized, whether my wife believed the gospel ‘and have confidence in God, and saying, “do have

~or nof; I did not know that my father’s house | confidence in the ordinances of the house of God;
would go with me. T believed that some of | brethiren and sisters, try und live your religien;
(them wonld, but I was brought to the test, (ry and have confidence in your religion; have
“‘can I forsake all for the gospel’s sake?” Ilgonfidence in your God; have confidence in the
' ‘ | “Would you ! Elders of Israel, that lead you; have confidence in
like to?? Yes, if they will not embrace ihﬂzynur Bishops and other presiding officerspdec.”

. gospel. “Will not these Eﬂﬂ}j};‘?: ";f'-tﬂral ti"?‘-“! You know that ulmostevery man who becomes
be continually in your bosom?” Noj I know 4 public speaker uses certain peculiar words to

1o other family but i:'_he family of God gather- | convey purticulur ideas—selects a vocabulary and
 ed together, or about to be, in this my day; Ijarmng#meut more or less peculiar to himsell—

'have no other connection on the face of the | terab i : . ;
| : . afely y causing that great variety of style obsery
cearth thatI claim. ~And from that day tothis, ed iy spaakers and writers. I have mine, which

it my father was stil living, or my mother, and s peculiar to me. Did’you ever see a man who
 would not believe the -zospel, embrace it, and | had such a peculiar vocabulary s br. Heber has?

i - = = - Ll
then live it, or if any of my living brothersand | [ javer did. Orson Hyde has 2 mode of expres-
'sion peculiar to himself, and so has every public

- sisters would not, I would rather meet a Saint
who was a beagar in the streets and.bid him

 welcome -to my house, than to receive a visit |
from-any of my unbelieving connections, even

!

| though they had the wealth of the Indies. I

- was brought to this test in my own feelings,

.in the first of my experience in this church.
| Here are our fathers, mothers, brothers and
 sisters. And pﬂrha;éa it would be strictly cor-

rect to say that we have fathers in the gospel,

' can, was the reply within me,

though others may use diffzrent words to convey
the same ideas, let me give out those ideas in my
' own style, according te my understanding.

Now to return to those teachings by the Eiders,
' in such cuses | would say to my dear brethren—

' get #little confidence in yourselves, and then try
‘1o live so as to have confidence in your God.

at that fountuin and say, “we |

E

spesker. My use of langnage is good to me; and

' to those who ure of the household of faith—try to-

draw the concli€ion that 2 man or woman who | spiritual fathers, for the Apostle Paul called

has sprung from the loins of Father Adam and
DMother Eve, whether upon the islands of the
sea, in the west, in the east, or on the opposite
side of this globe, is flesh of our flesh amrbnne
of our bone, as much so.as any person now in
this house, or in this Territory. But the rela-
tionship that I claim, is to those who do the
will of our Father in heaven; they are my breth-
ren and sisters.

I know a great many hers who have no rela-
tives in this church, using that term in its cus-
tomary acceptation. Sometimes wives leave
their husbands, to cqm
leave their children, and children their parents.
Ask them, “Where is your husband?” ¢In
England,” or in some other country. “Have
you any children?’? “Yes.”? ¢“Where are

they?” “They would not come with me.”—

e here; mothers also er, They want to be able fo say to the people,

- Timothy, whom he brought into the church,

|

his ‘own son in the faith,” and charged him to

 ‘be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patienty

|
1
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to be careful—cautions—with recard to the
people that believed in Jesus Christ; to learn
the disposition and the nature of the people,
that he might understand himself and those he
taught; and alluded to others that were trav-
eling and preaching; building up churches, or
presiding over tbem after they were built up.
Looking at the conduct of many, yea, very
many as we cansee it exhibited in this our day,
they want the mastery, the influence, the pow-

‘do this, or do that,” and have no objections
raised. They would have the people obey their
voice, and yet they do not know how to gain
the affections of the people; they do nof under-
stand the dispositions of the people,

LY

. are.”’

Ask even an infidel whether he believes that the
wonder workings of nature—the strange pheno-
mena which he sees and cannot account for—arse
produced, and he will answer, “‘yes, I know they
Do you know that-men, women and child-
ren are healed? Yes, you know they are. You
behold those remarkable phenomena, though you
cannot fully account for them. You believe ina

reat maay things which you do not understand,

ut do you believe in yourselves? No,that is the
grand difficulty with every ove of ua.

I will take my own experience. When men
and women bring their sick to me, if I had the
power A1 wonld heal all that should be healed.
And if I had perfect confidence in myself, and the
Lord had that confidence in me which I should
then have in him, no power beneath the héavens

could prevent the power of God from coming on

them and healing them through me. But I have

I

br. Heber as saying that Joseph was resurrected,
and I take this opportunity to correct that mis-
understanding. Joseph is not resurregted; and if
you ‘will visit the graves you will find the bedies
of Jogeph and Hyrum yet in their resting place.
Do not be mistaken about that; they will be re-
surrected in due time. -

~ Jesus had a work to do en the earth. Ie per-
formed his mission and then was slain for his tes-
timony. Soit hus been with every man who has
been foreordained to perform cerlazin important
missions. Jeseph truly said, “no power can take
away my life, natil my work is done.” All the
powers of earth and hell could not take his life,
until he had completed the work the Father Eave
him to do; until that was done, he had to dive.
When he died he had a mission in the spirit
world, as much so as Jesus had. Jesus was the
first man that ever went to preach to the spirits
in prison, holding the keys of the gospel of salva-
tion to them. Those keys were delivered to him
in the day and hour that he went into the spirit
world, and with them he opened the door of sal-
vation to the spirits in prison, )

Compare those inhabitants on the earth who
have heard the gospel in our day, with the millions
who have never heard it, or had the keys of sal-
vation presented to them, and you will conclude
at once, as I do, that there is an almighty work to
perform in the spirit world. Joseph has not yet
got through there. When he finishes his mission
in the spirit world, he will be resurrected; but he-
is not vet done there. TNeflect upen the millions
and millieons of people that have lived and died
without hearing the gospel on the earth, without
the keys of the kingdom. They were not pre-
pared for celestial glory, and there was no power
could prepare them without the keys of this
priesthood. ' :

They must go into prison, both saints and
sinners. The good and bad, the righteous and
the unrighteous must go to the house of prison,
or paradise, and Jesus went and opened the doors
of salvation to them. And unless they lost the
keys of salvation on account of transgression, as
hus been the case on this earth, spirits clothed
with the priesthood have ministered to them from
that day to this. And if they lost the keys by
transgression, some one who had been in the
flesh, Joseph, for instance, had to take those keys
to them. And he is calling one after another to
his =id, as the Lord sees he wants help.

Jedediah is not asleep, his spirit is not dead, he



