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would be a hell to them I1 would not wish any
person to come here who would not come deter-
mined to labor with all inshis might to build up the
kingdom of god to endure rpersecution suffering
audand adversityif necessary for lilethe sake of hav-
ingin an inheritance in the kingdom of god

I1 told my friends that thetile relation they sus-
tained to me was of little consequence compared
with tilethe tiesthes that bound me to tinthiss people they
havelave had thetha chance and if your friends have iadladlad

the chance of embracing the truth and have not do
not mourn for them or fret about them because
they are not with you for uness heythey havelave in
them tilethe light of thetile holy ghost if thetileyy IVwere heree e
they would be a thorn in your side continually
we have comecomo out from thetile wicked letietletusea us tiletiiethen
rejoice and give thanks unto our futherfather for all his
beblessingssings let us rejoice that we are delivered
from our oppressors and that we tireare free to live
our holy religionfeligglongion which ought to be dearer to us
than alltit things and I1 trust lleilethelie time is not far dis-
tant when we shall be wholly devoted to the cause
of god anaand to the progress of his kingdom herohere
on thetile earth may this bee so is my prayer in
the name of jesus aanen
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I1 am not inih the habitorhabitof taking a text when
I1 preach to the saints but I1 will quote a por-
tion of scripture andana offer a few remarks upon
it

it is recorded savior mat-
thew 12 46 50 thatthal while he yet talked to
fhethe people behold hisbis mother and his brethren
stood without desiring to speak with him
then one said unto him Bbeholdeh oldoid thy innutteralertier andarid
thy brethren stand without desiring to speak
with thee but liehe answered and saidsaiasanid unto
him that told him who is my mother and who
are my brethren and he stretched forth his
hand towards his disciples and said behold rilillmy
mother and my brethren for whosoever shashallbhailI1
do the will of my father which is in heaven
tilethe same is my brother and sister and moth-
er

the saviors reply to the questions who is
my mother and wh 0 are my breth renisfis fraught
with a principle that is veveryrebrlittleiatle noticed by
many I1 frequently hear thehet brethrenathren and you
may kearbearhearbear both them and the sisters in the
prayer ineemeetingstings where they have a privilegelehlep of
speaking say 1I have not a father motmotherer
bi other sister uncle aunt first nor second
cousin nor any relative whatever in this
church 2 do you not hear such expressions
made by the saints yes and I1 sometimes
hear them from this stand

whetherr to the understanding ofot his bearehearersra
at that time or whether tofo oioursirs those ques-
tions were correctly answered by our savior in
the observation for whosoeverwh oso ever shall do the
will of my father which is in heaven the same
is my brbrother and sistersifter and mother sotarso fir
as I1 aar concerconcernednM I1 do not claim relationship
a vy where else and I1 do not thinkthin k that the
savior will claim any son or daudaughterabter of adam
to be his brother sister mother or kinkill or con-
nection of any kind or description according to
thefhe flesh except those who do the will of our
fattierfather in heasheavenheasellellzil the will of jesus and his
Ffahrfuhrith r

woive presume that the Ssaviorvior perfectly under-
stood wiskis orlain for he was then over thirty
vearsyears of aieageage and hadbad been instructed by his
fatherrather in heavenbeavenleaven and by the holy ghost and
badbidh id had the visions of his mind repeatedly open

1 according to the history given by his disci-
ples therefore we harenohave no hesitation in bellev
ingng that he understood his origin who he was
rhethe errand for which he ramecame into the world
the business he had to attend to here and un
drstood the end of his mission in the meridian
of time he understood that which you and I1
do not uunderstand without the simesamesame kind of
revelations and teteachingsachin as he enjoyed

letleahethe human family do as they didindid in the
days of adam in the days of ngah or even as
ththeyev did in the days of lot let parents propa-
gate children and letiet one generation succeedsu-cceed
ancherlinoiino mer and this does not change the blood
flesh bones sinews ac pertaining thour or-
ganization in the flesh this does nonott change in
the leastliast the peculiar characteristics of the or-
ganization of our bodies the apostleapostle merely
hintedanted at this subject whwhenwhanen he saidsald andcland hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to
dwell on all the face ofof the earth and hathbath de-
terminedtermined the times before appointed and the
bounds of their habithabitationatLon acts 17 26

no matter who they are nor whether they
are u

telo
uponn the islands or upon the continents no

matmatterr hetherwhetherA they are the wild arabs who
traverse the scorching sands of arabia the
aboaborigineseldeskines of our own country who roarnroam over
its plainsains anda mountains or the delicately nur-
tured dwellersellerseilers in highly civilized nations they
are all of one flesh and blood

consequently we can readily and safely
draw the concconcisionlution that a man or woman who
has sprung fromfroni the loins of father adam and
mother eve whether upon the islands of the
sea in the west in the east dr on the oppositeosite
side of this globe is flesh of our flesh aniandanthoneop

bone
of our bone as much saassa as any person now in
this house or in this territory but the rela-
tionshiptionship that I1 claimim is to those who do the
will of our father in heaven they are my breth-
ren and sisters

I1 know a great many hershere who have no rela-
tives in this church using that term in its cus-
tomarytnary acceptation sometimes wives leave
ththeirair husbands to come here mothers also
leave their chichildrenchilgrenidrenlaren and children their parents
ask them where is your husband in
Eengland 1 or in some otherothar countcountryrv have
you any children yes where are
they1 11 they would not come with me

have you any brothers and sisters or par-
ents yes my father and mother are liv-
ing did ththeyeabellevebelieve the gospegospel1911 no

did your brbrothersyoneliers and bisters believe it
no I1 am a urmeumme person 21

I1

such persons are apt to feel a spirit of des-
pondencyponon to mourn and complain 100 that I1fiadfladhad a fathers house to go to or if I1 hadbad one
person whom I1 could fisit and callcali sister how
happy I1 should bebabutbut I1 am a stranger here
chave no relatives in this kingdom Is that
ffeelingeeling correct or incorrect I1 say that it is

I1 incorrect such conclusions are not true
that man or woman that is a child of god
thatthit honors his or herhen calling in the kingdom
of god on the earthearthy is just as much your broth-
er or sister as any person youyou have been ac-
customedcustomed to claim that relationship with if
you see a woman who lives her roreligionligion who
is owned of god youyon seeee a person that is
flesh of your flesh blood of your blood and
bone of your bone althoaitho she may have bein
born upon the opposite side of the earth from
where youvou was born those who actually
live the ielileilreligionglongion we profess are as much your
brothers and sisters as are those born of the
same earthly parents jesus understood this
as we may learn from his expression for
whosoever shall do the wllwill of my rather
which is in heaven the same is my brother
and sister and mother 22 I1

let your hearts be at westforrest fortor you have
brothers and sisters here to sifvisiasit they are
your connections your relatives your brethren
and sisters

A great many have allan experience that has
provinproven to them the truth ofor this doctrine
askasic those individuals those who at times have
desponding feelingsI1 about the absence of their
relatives when they are in tilethe light of the
spirit when the joys of salvationsalvatioii fill their bo-
somsis whether they would preferer the society
of their fathers mothersmathers brothers and sisters
whomwh om they have left behind or whether they
would likeilke to associate with them better than
with their neighbors here and ththoythey will tell
you no would you visitsit thethem as quid
as you would a good saint no do you
havebave the same feeling and fellowship for them
as for a saint ir no 11 are they annear and
dear lo10 you as those who are saints no
and yet when the Sspiritirit isis gonegore from them
and theychev arearc left to themselvesthemselves they are apt
to feel lonesome and cast down to be filled
with desponding feelings and to cry out 1I
wish I1 could see mylllyilly father my mother my
brothers and sisterssi I1 wish they were here
and I1 wiwishslisll youyon to understand that your breth-
ren and sisters are here eterieen according to the
flesh yes according to the connection and
relationship wew e bear to each other to our fat-
her and god and to our elder brother jesus
christ

it estrueis true that I1 havehive not almogaltogetherether tbthee expe-
rience that those have whose parents would
notgot embrace the gospel nor anany of their fa-
thers familyfamila myM father and isep mother em-
bracedi the planpiandanofof salvation as revealed throy
josephjosaph the prophet and four of myray bFbrothersothers
five sisters and theirthair children and their child-
rens children almost without exception are
inin this church alsoalib many of my cousins un-
cles and other classes ofwhat we call relatives

I1
I1 or relationsrelations are in this church but I1 had this
trial when I1 embracedelneinbraced this gospel can you
forsake your friends and your fathers honsehouse 1

thisL was in the vision of my reind and I had
jusjustt as muchranch of a trial as though gihad actual-
lyy been called to experience all that samesome real-
ly have I1afeltfeltfeit yes I1 can leave my father
my brothers and sisters and lnmy wife and child-
ren if they will not serve the lord and go with
meML

I1 did liotriot askash my wife whether she believed
the gospel I1 did not ascherask her whether she would
be baptized faith repentance and baptism
are free for all Jediddid not know when I1 was
baptized ghelber mv wife believed the gospel
or not I1 did not knoknoww that my fathers house
would go with me I1 believed that some of
them would beitlbut I1 was brought to the test

can I1 forsake all fortor the gogospelsspeltsspells sake I1 I1
can waswas the reply within me wouldWOulayonaYOUyonyou

1

1

like toatopto yes if they will not embrace the
gospelea will not these earthly natural ties
be continually in your bosom no I1 know
no other camifamilyliylly but the familyfamili of gogod gather-
ed totogetherether or about to be in this my day I1
have no other connection on the face of the

i earth that I1 claim and from that day to this
if my father was still living or my mother and
would not believe the gospel embrace it and
then live it or if any of my living brothers and
sisters wouldwon notnol I1 would rather meet a saintsunt
who was a bedgar in the streets and bid him
welcome to my house than to receive a visit
ffromrom any of my unbelievinglievin connections even
though theyhey had the ivwealth of the indies I1
was bi broughtought to this test in my own feelings
in the first of my experience in this church

here are our fathersfathers mothers brothers and
sisters and perhaps it would be sstrictly cor

to say that we haveb ave ffathersathers in the gospel
spiritual fathers for the apostle paul called
timothy whom he brought into the church
bis cownlownian son in the faith and charged himhini to
be gentle unto all men apt to teach patient

to bene carefulcaleful cautious with regard to the
people that believed in jesus christ to learn
theth e disposition and the nature of the peopleI1that he might understand himself and those hhee
tataughtI1ight and alluded to others that were trav-
eling and preaching building up churches or
presiding over them afafterbertheythey were built up

lookingt at the conduct of many yea very
many as wew e can see it exhibited in this our day
they want the mastery the influence the pow-
er they want to be able to saytobaytosay to the people
do this or do that and have no objections

raised they would have the people obey their
voice and yet they do not know how to gain
the affections of the people they do not under-
stand the dispositions of the people

paul observed the same difficulty in his day
many elders were preaching anuandand presiding
who were ignorant aspiring and tyrannical
and but fewfew of them treated the people as kind
and beniebenlebenevolent fatherfathers treat their children
there were not many fathers but there was a
disposition to be many jnastersmasters 1 as we feedecs ee
here

the most of our elders want to be obeyed isas
1 strictly as you are taught by them from this
stand that this people ought to obey br heber
or br brigham as strictly as they preach to
you to obey our counsel I1 do not threaten yousouyou

much no if I1 have not wisdom and povlpollpowerr
to gain the influence necessary for me to ivieivlewieldid
in the midst of this peopleeople without cursing
them without telling tiemtremthem that they and their
susubstancee shall be cursed and that if they do
not do as I1 say they shall go to bell without
threatening the people all the time with my
judjudgmentsments and the judgments of the almiaimialmightymy

1I sayzay let brigbrighamllamilamliam sink a little lower Mandadd gett
into the fildfieldhildbild where I1 can find my true I1levelleveiietset
where I1 ancan be made more useful

you never hear me plead with nor threaten
the people much nor chastise them often and
severely for not obeying my cocounsel Is it
right that others sitslishouldouid doto so yes it is all
right if they are eoso disdigdisposedased I1 have no fault
to find with regard to otothersflersfiers urging the people
to obey counsel but if I1 do not givee the
saints and others the counsel of the almightylim

and that too by the spirit of my mission they
are ata liberty to dictate me or to correct me
inin every error I1 commit and certainly I1 should
commit great errors if I1 did not enjoy and have
the spirit of my mission and counsel accord-
ing to the will of the lord if all who are
cacalledcliedtiled to responsible stations would look at
themselves precisely as theytily are I1 will ven-
ture that we would have many more fathers

1 than we now have and ffewerewer masters to drive
thehe people

n As I1 have frequently said to the brethren
I1 stop hold on if you have sheep and have bbee
come 4a shepherd itin the fold of christ you
must bear in mind that you must know your
silillsheepe anandd that then they will knoknow you that
is 7i you havohave got sheep perhaps some of
you are nursing a flock of goats and donotdo not

1 know the diffenedifferencericerica but it you actually have
I1 a flock of sheep you should instead of halloohalloc
ineinzin shoo shoo getpet out0 il of the way and
drivingdelving them take a course that when thetheyy
hear your voice they may begin to bleat and
run for their shepherd because be has a little
salt for them when the sheep hear the voicevoice
of- a good shepherd they expect to hear the
words of life and every one that has theanothe know-
ledge

tv
of god will know and understand that

sullbullsuchbuch a shepherd is13 acting in his duty and they
will walk uup tto hihisI1 s ccounsels0u ns elseis and example do
all the shepherds ttake3 ac e a wise course no and
the rreasonseamons have been told here times enoughI1riderselders of israel ant bishops be fathersfat liers and
take a1 course by chijiwhichli youyon will win the affec-
tions of the people how with your silken lips
no no but with the fear of the almighty do
you know that menmien and women of god love
truth they do not iovalova sophistry it is allan
abomination1 0 n to them when men are smooth as
elwithaol0

1

l withawith a smilemile always upon their
as somesonie elders have to gain an influence the
love people have for such men iss rotten jsis with-
out foundation and inthe day of traubietroubletraubieauble when
they needneelneef a foundation in their people they willivill
find that it will fall to tilethe ground and that the
peopleeople willwiil pass by themtheomi and saysy wewedodo not
khowknow those men 2 let your influence and your
power be gained bytheby the power of the lord al-
mighty by- the holy ghost sentseat down from
heavenbeven anilnd see that you have bihin you a
wellveil of water springing uptip to everlasting life
tjien when your brethrenbreffirezirel and sisters come around
you they will drlakdrink at that fountain and say we

i are one with you
you hearbear the elders leaching the people to try

and have confidence in god and saying do have
confidenceiulu the ordinances ottlieodthe house of god
brethrenbretliren and sisters try and live your religionrellianrelrei gian
try and have confidence in your religion ilivehive
confidence in your god have condcontconfidencedence in theth e
Elderelders of israel that lead you have in
your bishops aandlidiid other presiding 5

you know that almost every man who becomes
a public speaker uses certain peculiar words to
convey pparticular ideas selects a vocabulary and
arrangement more or less peculiar to himself
thereby causing that great variety of style observ-
ed in speakers and writers I1 bavellave mine which
is peculiarpecullarliarilar to metile dilyoudijdid you ever see a mailman who
hhada sucsuchh a pecpeculiarpecullarliarilar vocabulary as br hber has
I1 never did orson hyde has a mode of expres-
sions 0o n peculiar to himself andund so has every public
speaker my use of language isis good to me and
though others may use different words to convey
the same ideas let me give outont those ideas in my
own style according to myin ulluilunderstandingerstanding

now to return jo those teachingsings bytheby the elders
in such casesses I1 would say totomymy dear brethren
to those who are of thetha houhouseholdhoidhold of faith try to
get dlblittlelittleittle confidence in youyourselvessrselves and then try
to live so as to have confidence illin your god
ask evenviiari an infidel whether helie believes that the
wonder workings of nature the strstrangeangearge pheno-
mena which he sees and cannot account for araraare0
produced and hebe will answeranswer yes I1 know oeythey
aarere 1 I1 do you know thatthai men women and child-
ren aarere healed yes you know they are you
behold those remarkable phenomena though you
cannot fully account for themahem you believe illin a
great many things6s which you do not understand

I1 but do you believe rnin yourselves no that is the
grand difficulty with every one ofpf ua

I1 will take my own experience when men
and women bring their sick to me if I1 had the
ppowerpowenowerowen 4 would heal allali that should babo healed
and if I1 lihadad perfect confidence in myself and the
lord had that confidence in me which I1 should
then have in him no power beneath the heavensheavens
could prevent the power of god from coming on
them and healing them through me but I1 have

not yet attained to perfect confidence in myself
in all circumstances neither has god illin me for
were such1 thetha case he wouldv answer every re-
quest I1 mmadeade of him every wish of mine would
be answered to the letter and this is tilethe diff-
iculty with the people they havellave not attained to
perfect confidence in themselves neither have
wawe as yet sufficient grounds for that degree of
confidence I1

we lay hands oiloll the sick and wish them to be
healed and lord to heal them but we
cannot always say will we do not al-
ways know that he will actually bearoushea prayers
and answer them sometimes the elderseiders will
get that faithfalth andend tilethe sisterslater s will often lay hands
onn their children and have faith and confidence in
themselves that god will answer their prayers
and say to fevers and pains bobe yeyo rebuked and
stand fatfar from this tilellie afflicted 5 and it is done
but you have to attain to this power by your
faithfulfaithfulnessOss and confidence in 3 ouourselvesrselves that
pod will answer your prayers wevve know that
the lord often heals the sick and we believe allpit11

the time that helie is able to do so but willvili he be-
causecalicall se wowe ask him to that is the question and
we are often doubtdoubtfulfu I1 about it

do you think that I1 would have let invdinvmy brother
die if I1 had the poweipower the lord has would I1
have let jedediah gone behind the veil hadihadhadl I1 hd
that powerspower no though in that I1 might have
gone contrary to the wishes of the almighty
for wantbiltalit of tilethe knowledge which the lord has
if I1 badbid power I1 might bring injury upon myself
and thistins people

we must have knowledge pertaining to our-
selves andnad that knowledge will give us the ivayiveylcyily
to know lowhowlaw tik and obtain and without that
knowledge we cannot have eternal life which is13

to know the only true god and jesus christ
whom liehe liashas sent if we have that knowledge
wowe will know how to ask so as to obtain and not
ask amiss we will akwk and have our rcquestsrequests
granted how can we haellave that knowledge by
applying bur hearts to wisdom and our lives to
rectitude by living as perfectly before god as we
know howliow by doing those things that we know
to be right those about which wlwee havellave no doubt
or dubiety and never doing that which we are
suspicious ik wrong and henthen be satisfied and not
crave after that not for us but let it re-
main in the hands of god if we eancan obtain faith
and confidence in ourselves there is hono lack in theahe
power of0 god neither is there any lack in hislils
diligence forrol he is always on the alert

in our ignorance1 and darkness weive may be lealed
into error if weave follow our feelings as I1 jjust now
observed might llavelave been the case in regard to
retaining br Jedjedediahedlah as also br willard br
whitney and many othersotliers had we had the
power would we havelave parted with joseph no
notwithstanding liishis horkyorkwork was finished on llie
earth many ideas have been imbibed and ad-
vanced concerning the death of joseph it was
precisely as the lord had decreed designdesigneded willed
and brought it about nojno powerpower could have
altered it in thetile least ilehe hadfiad finished his work
oilon the darthcarth still if you and I1 had had the power
without the knowledge we would bavehave kept
josephh on this earth and then lie would have
failed to perform bis1113 illlitmissionassion jnju the spirit
world

I1 learnellearned duringaurim the intermission that severalbeveral
understoodtood br heberliber to say in his remarks in
tiletiie forenoon that joseph was resurrected he
dddid not say ayany such tilingthing but left the sesentence
IVwithith a word understood at each end ofor it or a sort
of caconjunction1 disjunctive at each side of it I1
thoughtthought at the time that many would understand
br heber as saying that joseph was resurrected
and I1 take this opportunity to correct that mis-
understanding joseph is not resurrected andaudauditif
youlouwillwill visit the graves you will find the bodies

I1
of joseph and hyrum yet in their resting place
do not be mistaken about that theytiley will be re-
surrectedted in due time I1

jesus had a work to do on the earth helie per-
formed his mission and thenthell was slain for his tes-
timony so it hasbus been with every man who hasfias
been foreordainedfore ordained to perform certain important
missions jesephjoseph truly said no power can take
away until my work is done all the
powers of earth and hell could not take his life
until liehe hadlind completed tilethe work the father gave
him to do until that was done liehe had to live
when lie died liehe had a mission in the spirit
world as much so as jesus had jesus was thetha
first man that ever went to preach to the spirits
in prison holding the keys of the gospel of salva-
tion to them those keys were delivered to him
in the day and hour that liehe went into the spirit
world and with them behe opened the door of sal-
vation to the alziniispirits1 ts ininsprison

compare tithoe1 inhinhabitants on the earth whowyo
have heardheark the gospel in our day with the millions
wwhoho have never heard it or had the keys of sal-
vation presented to them andana you will conclude
at once as I1 do thattint there is an almighty work to
perform in ththe spiritespirit world joseph has not yet
got ththrough there when liehe finishes his mission
in thetile spirit world hebe vill be resurrected but ho-
is

ha-
is not yet done there reflectReflegl upon the millions
and millions of people that have lived and died
without hearing the gospel on the earth without
the keys of the kingdom they were not pre-
pared for celestial glory and there was no power
could prepare them without the keys of this
priesthood

they must go into prison both saints and
sinnerssinners the good and bad the righteousrighteoas and
the unrighteous must go to the house ot prison
or paradise and jesus went and opened the boots
of salvation to them and unless they lost the
keys of salvation on account of transtransgressiongrf assion as
has been the case on this earth spirits clothed
with the priesthood have ministered to them from
that day to this and if they lost the keys by
transgression some one who had been in the
flesh joseph for instance had to take those keys
to them and hebe is calling one after another to
his aid as the lord seeseess hebe wants help

jedediah is not asleep his spirit is not dead hgbo


