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Uunder the revenpus laws of this
Territory there is levied and direct-
ed to be collected anuually, begin-
ning with 1890, an ad valorem tax
on 4l taxable property in the Terri-
tocy, two milis on the doliar for
‘Territovial purposes, three mills ou
the dollar for district school pur-
poses, such sums as the county
courts of the severai counties may
designate for distriet school pur-
poses in such counties not execeed-
ing two mitls on the dollar, and
guch sums as the county courts of
the several counties may designate
for county purposes not to exeeed
three mills on the doliar. Sec. 1,
pnge 50, laws of 1890.
roperty other than money ahall
be assessed ab a fair cash valuation;
money at ity legal value. Bec. 201v
compiled luws of 1588.

Each taxpayer shall make a
written sfatement of all the taxable
property. etc., owned by him, under
oath, to the Assessor, upon a blank
furnished him by the Assessor. Bec.
3, page 51, laws of 1890,

After the first day of lanuary and
before the first Monday in Juae of
each year, the Assessor shall ascer-
taio all property in his county sub-
ject to taxation, and the names of
the persons owniug the same, aud
ahall determine the sir cash valua-
tton of seuch property and shail list
and nssess thie same to the person
owning such property and make re-
turn or deliver such liat to the
county court. Bection 2024, com-
piled Iaws ol 1888.

Upon the veturn of such assées-
ment 1oll by Lhe Asseswr, the
County Court shall uppoint a time
to hear complaints. ‘T'ne clerk of
the court must, within twenty days

after the receipt of such assess-
ment roll, at the amount of
tax in the proper column

opposite the names of the persons
on the roll and forniah the eollector
with said roll. On receipt of auch
roll by the collector from the clerk,
the eollector ahail furnish to each
taxpayer by mail or jenve at -hig
residence, or usual place of business,
i notice of the amount of tax as-
sessed agnainat him and of the day
fixed by the Board of Equallzation
for hearing complaints. After the
coilector has given such mnotices he
-must return the assirement roll to
the county court, who shall corsti-
tute a Board of BEqualization, aad
shall have power to determine all
complaluts inade in regard to us-
sesged value of any property and
may change and correct any valua-
tion either by adding therets or de-
ducting therefrom. Bection 2027,
comptled lawa of 1588, ay amended
section 9, page 52, laws of .1890.

Unpder our revenue system lhe
governor and legialative " nssembly
have fixed the rate of taxation for
certain purposes and imposes upon
the county courts the duty of deter-
mining the rafe of taxea for certain
other purposes. Bection 2008, comn-
piled iawse of 1888,

The Assessor Is charged with the
duty of listing the property to tha
owners and detenniuing the fair
cash value of such property. When
he has performed thiy Jduiy he re.
turns toe list or assessment roll to
fhe county oourt, Upan receipt of
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such assessment roll the county
vourt is required to determine the
rate pet cent of county taxes for the
current year. And the clerk of the
counby court shall within twenty
days after the receipt of such assess-
mens roil properly extend the taxes
so levied or aseessed and deliver
such assessment roll to the collector.
The collector is charged with the
duty of notifying the persons re-
spectively whose 1lames appenr
upon the roil of the nmount of taxes
assessed and a degeription aud valu-
ation of the property assessed and
of 1the day fixed by the Board of
Equalization for hearing com-
plaints, thus affording the indi-
vidual taXxpayer notice of the
wax  levied, with a description
of  the property and the
value thereof against which itislev-
ied, and when, where and before
whom to appear and make com-
plaint in regard o the nssessed val-
uatiob of the property. After the
coilector has performed this duty he
returna the assessment roli to the
county court, who shall constitute a
hoard of equalization,-and such
board shall have power to deter-
mine il coraplaints made in regard
to the assessed valuation of any
property and may change snd cor-
rect auy valuation, either ndding to
ot deducting therefrom.

It is my opiuion, from the fore-
going, that the county court has ju-
risdiction only to make iuguiry ami
8it in judgment upon the complaints
made by the individua) taxpayers of
the county, and to compare the in-
dividual assessments upou the as.
gessment roll oune with the other,
and to increase or lower the individ-
ual assessments and make them
equal with each other, and equiva-
lent to the value in mouey of the
property assessed.

That the revenue derived from a
fuir valuation of the property at the
rate of tax fixel by law ig in exCess
of the amount necessary to dis-
charge the functions of government,
Jdoes nobt confer juriadiction upon
the county board to inquire into the
matter and lIower the entire assess-
ment roll of the county to meet such
contingency.

In a number of Btates and Terri-
torles Btate or Territerial boards
have been ecreated, with power to
increase or lower the entire assese-
ment roil of any, but always, so far
as I have found, such boards have
oeen confined, and their jurisdiction

limited fo the simple question of

equalization.

The reason of the-law 1s apparent:
The value of property ia measured
by its money or cash value; taxation
should be uniform and equal in that
the burdens of government should
fall alike and equnl on ali property;
heuce boarda of equalization are
constituted. The county hoard to
which the iodividual tax payer
may appeal from an exgessive
valuation placed upon his property
by the assessor and have il equalized
as compared with other property or
estimated at its fair cash valoe, and
again wherein property has heen
assesged below such value, to have
it equalized by raising its valurtion;

and the Biate buard for the purpose.

of egualizing the value of property

taxed the counties the one county
with the other and all of the coun-
ties in the State or Territory, and
such board may increase or lower
the aseressment roll of the entire
county.

To equalize ia to make equal, to
cause to cotrespond or be alike in
amount or degree as compared with
sornething. The county board bef
ing Jimited in its agtion to equaliza-
tion betweeu the taxpayers of its
county and the Territorial board to
equal zatiou between the counties.

Should the Board of Equalization
of Salt Lake County lower the en
tire assessmoent rate of the county
upon its own motiou or upon the
motion of a taxpayer,aimply because,
in the opinion of the Board or the
taxpayer, the revenue to be derived
by the valuation fixed by the A ssessor
ab the rate of taxation fixed by law,
would be in excess of the necesaity
of government, or for any other rea-
son, then by what rule wouid you
measure the decrease; or upon the
other hand, should the revenue to
be collected not meet the necessities,
would not the board have as much
anthority to raise as to lower the aa-
gessmeut, and if so, by what rule
would the board be guarded or con-
trolled? }

There could be uo uniferim mode
of aetion, and instead of an equality
in values it weould produce un in-
equality in values that will work in-
justice and inwerminable confusion.
Each county board actiug without
a positive and uniform rule, there
would be as many different and
periiaps unequal values asg counties
in the Territory, bringing about
confuslon and inequalities in va-
lues wnd taxation, such a stale of
affairg that the law iutended to. pro-
vide against. -

And again, under our aysttm of
local self-government, the couuty
courts as county boards have juris-
diction between the taxpayers of
the county and the 'Perriforia)
board, jurisdiction in such matters *
between gounties of the 'Territory.

Your jurisdiction is limited 'o a
comparison of the individual as-
seesments upon the county assess-
ment rotl one with the other, and to
make them equal; thatof the Terri-
toria) Board to a comparison of the
aspessment roll of the counties one
with the other and to make them

eq[ua].

call your attention to the case of
Wells, Fargo & Co. vs. Btate Board
of Equalization, 56 Cal. p. 194, and
authorities cited as decisive of thia
question; also see 59 Cal. page 328,
and Cooley on Taxation, pp. 200,
201 and 527 and 529 Ib., 51 New
York Court of A ppeals, p. 818; also
SBec. 5, p. 74, Laws of Utah, 1890.

MAY LOWER THE WHOLE AS-
SESSMENT.

Attoruey C. K. Gilehrist Auguat
18th . flled a document with the
Bait Liake County board of equal-
ization, im which he takes a point
antagonirtic to that assumed by Mr.
Hall, which was publishied in Mon-~
day evening’s DESERET NEWS, and
says that the board. in its power to
currect any valuation, may rednce



