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: .. HADa long chat the othel
i pight with a man who has
i- made millipns in buying pine

 lands and cutting the timber
", 'off of them. He tells me

Fl'shat there are millions to be
« made in the same way today.
2 The man I refer 1o is Ex-
il Senator Philelus Sawyer,who
% | 'has now retired from business
and politics and is leading a
Pliquiet life at his home in
° -|Oshkosh. Senator Sawyer is
now over eighty years of age.
He was born in New York,
a is tather was in such circumsiances
u?:,_lll,l: thought his boy ought to work
for hum until he was twenty-one. Young
er bought his time of his father at
of seventeen, and until he was
e he worked by 1he dayand
He told me this last night, and
also described how, when he went from
New York to W isconsin, his sole capital
was just about §2,000.

I asked Senator Sawyer bow he came
to make 50 much money trom such a
start. -He repl;ed: -

" most ol my money was made in
buy'-ll;,hge and selling lumber. While I
lived 1n New York state I could see that
lumber was worth a great deal. The
forests there had been rapidly cut, and
the prices of timber had risen. When I
cam'; 1o Wiscongin it was a new state.
It had vast tracls of pine lands, and I
believed the day would come when these
lands would be very wvaluable. I in-
vested what 1 had in pine, and bought
more as | could. Later on I borrowed
a great deal of money and bought pine.
1 made a number of good deals, turned
my money over rapidly and bought
more and mo:e. One time I got hold of
a tract for $16,000. I had a partner with
me in that purchase, and we each made
tmore than §100,000 out of the deal. At
another time | bought for j1,500 scme
pine lands which I alterward sold ior
864,00>. 1 made other investments
which paid me $1co000 and upward
apiece, and in this way a fortune was
gradually accumulated. Afler a 1ime I
became interested in railroads, and
made some money in them, especially
in the pine lands along the roads. You
tee, all my life has been spent in dealing
in jumber.” :

*‘Suppose, senator,” said I, “you had
to go back to business again, What
would you do, or waat would you advise

Sawy
the age
thirty-on
month.

. |
a young man who has a little money to

do, in order to'make a fortune?’’

“If I had a small capital and wanted
to get rich,” replied Senator Sawver,
"I should go to the great lumber regions
of Oregon, Washington and California
and buy all the land I could carry. There
are trees,there which produce as much
as 75,000 fect of lumber, and on some of
‘the western tracts, I am told, there are
from 1,000 000 to 2,000,000 feet of lumber
to the acre, In the fir woods ot Oregon
and Washington I have seen it estimated
that the amount of timber on a single
acre would turn out 200 cords of wood,
and the forests there are ol vast extent
and very valuable. They will be much
more valuable in the future, and the
man who can get hold of them will be
tich.””

*“How about the south?’’ said I.

“I think the chances for making
money in lumber in the south are equally
good. In Georgia and the gult states
ithere are large tracis of pine and
cypress. You can get them for almost
nothing now in comparison with what
they will be worth in the tuture. We
consume an enormous amout of lumber,
and we are using more every year.
There is nothing that runs into money
s0 fast as- lumber, and it wiill surprise
you when I tell you how fast trees grow
1o value. Why, the natural growtn of
the pine tree is a fair interest on the in-
vestment.”

‘“But senator, are not the most of
hese foresis already owned by large
:apitalisis Don’t it take lots of money
‘o operate in them? You could do
things when you were young which can-
1ot be done now.”

“Thatis true to some extent,” replied
the senator. ‘“‘But there are plenty of
saces where small amounts can be in-
vested and a good, sharp fellow can
make his pile almust as well now as in
the past. The chances of fortune mak-

mg are always good lor the man who|¥

has the right eve to see them. Iam now
eighty, but [ teel that if I were t: go
back into business I could make money
as easily and as rapidly as ever."”

‘Do you think your success has been
due to any fixed principles or did God
make you a money maker?'?

I don’t know about that,” said the
ex-senator with a laugh, “I think God
has a good deal to do with success in
this liie by putting the right kind of a
mind in the man who succeeds As to
principles, [ have always been temperate
and have always looked ahead and
trusted myself. i

“But don’t you think, senator, we
have too many rich men in the United
States? Is not all the capital going into
the hands ol a few? If this continues it
may imperil the republic.”

¥ think not,’’ said the old senator.

"“You see, there is no law of entrail in
this country. You can leave your
property to your grandchildren and see
that they have but the income derive
from it, but you cannot keepit inthe
tfamily and carry it past them to unbomn
children, Itis bound to be scattered
very soon after you die This seems to
be the patural law of the rise and de-
cline of fortunes. The children begin
where tire fathers Jeave off We would
not have our children undergo the hard-
ships which we experienced, and they
naturally do not want them. Now, I
have given my two daughters the best
half of a million dollars, about $7c0,000
apiece, and I wish them to have ail that
I can give them.

“If their children run through the
money I leave I can’t help it. If they
do so they must go back to work as|[
did. Why’*—here the old senator grew
very emphatic— ‘‘if they do it will be no
different than what has” been going on
since the beginning ot the world. Tnere
have always been great fortunes and the
men who bave inherited theni have lost
them, Every one knows ot Job, but
who knows liow Job’s igriune was dis-
sipated? Where will you find the great-
est fortunes of the pastt  Allare divided.
There is no great fortune that I know eof
today that is not being dissipated by the

randchildren except that of the Astors.

e Astors are. very thriftv -and they
seem to stick to their money.”

“How about your health, senator?
You are a very lively man for eighty.”

*Yes, I feel very well,”” replied the
old senator. “I suppose I am so be-
cause I was made that way, [ had a
good capital in the shape of health when
I started life, and I have seen that that
part of my capital has been well cared
for. I don’t worry, and after I have
once decided upon a thing, I let it take
its course,”

**What
ears’’

"I believe I was strongest between
forty-five and sixty five. My bram was
quicker then and [ had plenty of nerve.
1 did not get to making big deals untjl I
was forty-five. Yes, I consider my years
between forty-five and sixty-five as  hav-
ing been my prime.”’

“How are times in the West, Mr.
Sawyer?"’

*They are much the same as they are
all over the country. Money is tight and
business is slow. It will continue so
until we have a new tariff law enacted.
As it is now, we are giving work to the
people of Europe and allowing our own
people to go idle. We are buying Eu-
ropean goods and sending our gold out
to pay for them. They compete with us
in every way possible. They take all
lhey’::an get and give us as little as they
can,

were your best working



