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large and commodious school house and

its relief society halletahall etc all built of
good native lumber this place is
surrounded by pine forests which cover
the mountain slopes as far as the eye
can reach in all directions consequent-
ly timber and fire wood are very plentiful
the farming land is also good and
though the altitude about feet is
so0 highwoodhigh good grain has been raised here
inin past years leonard J brown a son
of lorenzo brown of st george fame
is the bishop of the nutrioso ward the
membership of which is represented in
twenty nine families or souls
nutrioso was first settled by the saints
in 18801880 it is fifteen miles southeast of
union or fifty miles from st johns

across the mountains in a south-
easterly direction about eleven miles
from nutrioso is bush valley on the
headwaters of the san francisco river
a tributary of the gila ane first
latter day saints entered this valley in
1879 and purchased ahe improvements
previously malemade by a mr bush and
sons in whose honor the valley was
named and others and there is now a
ward called alpine containing n
families or souls presided over by
osephjoseph N heywoodheywood a son of Patri
josephse h L heywood of panguitch gar-
fieldid co utah who was also the first
bishop of the seventeenth ward salt
lake city bush valley is about six
and a hall miles long from west to east
mdand has an average width of nearly two
miltsmiles here the people have been quite
successful during past years in raising
grain without irrigation though the
lands which are watered yield by far the
most the townsite is somewhat
broken but is rendered picturesque by
the presence of beautiful groves of tall
pines which grow in the valley and on
the mountain slopes surrounding it
the land is good and productive 7 and
the people entertain good hopes for
futurefuture prosperity but here as well as
inin every other settlement throughout
the st johns stake progress is some-
what impeded through lack of element
now settlers are wanted to build up the
place and to make the ward prosperous

luna valley which contains twenty
three families of the saints or soulsous
organized into the heber ward thus
named in honor of apostle heber 1

rant is situated about twelve miles
southeast of alpine on the same
stream the Ssanan francisco river the
valley isis very irregular but may tebe said
to extend from west to east for a dis-
tance of about four and a half miles
with an average width of two miles
the valley was named afterafier the luna
brothers mexicans who located here
before our people came in it also means
the valley of the moon the first lat
ter day saint settlers rolled their wagons
into this valley february 28 1883 this
place is about miles west of magda-
lena a town situated on a branch ofodthethe
A F S F ry eastward and about
the same distance from silver city lying
southward from st johns it is sixty
three miles the boundary line between
new mexico and arizona is about mid-
way between luna valley and bush
valley george D green is bishop of
the heber ward the luna valley
reservoir is situated in the lower end of
bush valley in arizona about eight
miles northwest of the settlement
pine and cedar forests abound in luna
valley and vicinity there are also
plenty of oak juniper cottonwoodcotton wood and

other kinds of wood in the vicinity in
order to make farms the heavy growth
of timber must in many instances ba
cut down in regular lower canady style
more latter day saints are wanted in
luna valley I1 am now bound for the

mormon colonies in old mexico
ANDREW JizJENSONriSON

biographical
ST GEORGE utah

march 30 1894

Asaa you have given the short account
of myself a place ioin the NEWS I1 ven-
ture to continue my history though it
may be written in a broken way
after the saints hadbad been driven from
missouri oue day while standing near
the wharf at quincy a steamboat on
her way up the mississippidippi stopped at
the wharf the mate wanted to hire a
hand ofie twenty five dollars per
month I1 told him it he would liberate
weme from yawl duty I1 would accept hlahis
offer this be sidsau hebe wouldwoula do and
told me I1 would be
andadd the bofworkk I1 might be calleocalled to do in
the day hebe would pay me for extra
agreeing to his terms I1 went aboard
privilege was given me to go into the
cook room whenever I1 pleased night
or day and help myself I1 always
found plenty of victuals left from tue
cabin table such as cooked fowl of
various kinds flab veal mutton and
baked beefbeat all of which I1 did ample
justice to except veal and goose

the mutemate and deck handsbands seemed to
takotake to me but whether it was because
I1 was a mormon I1 could not saymay my
name was never asked for but they
gave me one they called me PICA
auney the name of a little silver coin
worth Leixix and one quarter cents I1 re-
mained with the alpha for that was
the name or the steamer about one
month when I1 was taken sick and
told the captain and maiemate I1 wanted to
go ane captain told me to go
to the clerk and gotget my pay all otof
which I1 got except ten dollars this
the clerk said they did not have and
the sum is due me today I1 returned
to0o illinois where I1 found my father
living on rented land near payson
adame county and with a little oursnurs-
ing I1 was soonboon all right and went to
work on a farmfarin torfor 12 a mouthmonth

in august of this year 1839 thehe
prophet having escaped from missourimassourj
a conference was called and held in
quincy there I1 was set apart to go
on a mission having been previously
oniained an eldereider and then a seventy
in far west under the hands of elders
brigham young and heber C kirnkim
ball at the same conferenceconie rence a young
man by the name of amos lyons was
ordained a priest and set apart to take
a mission hebe was my traveling com-
panion

the very first time we announced
ourselves messengers of salvation and
offered to preach we were told that
we deserved a severe flogging torfor
going about to preach joe hism
and that we should be ashamed of
ourselves etc at another place we
were invited to preach and after
having done so in our weak way for
this was our first attempt to speak in
pupublicablio at the close of our meeting we
were told that we were more fitfie to
drive oxen and should let preaching
alone and go home toe next morn

asan we were about to depart an

old lady fixed her eyes on us and thetears came from her eyes and ran
down herber cheeks she took from her
pocket a couple of quarters and gave
us perhaps all the money she hadalthough no invitation was rivengiven us
to preach yet we felt the good lord
was with usua we went to virginia
our native state there brother lyons
concluded to marry a wife I1 went
into jackson county where I1 baptized
a few and organized a branch of seven
membersmember one of whom brother lyons
had baptizedbaptizeti previously by the con-
sent of the members I1 ordained brotherjohn D vandal an elder to preside

returning home I1 wentwant to work
helping to get out rock for the nauvoo
temple if my memory serves me it
was in the mouthmonth of august 1842 theprophet called a special coaconferencetereace
where elders werewar called to go on
missions and to rebut jubajohn CJ ben
nettonettle lies amoniamong tilelie number I11 was
called and about the first of the follow-
ing september I1 started in company
with three other elders butbin
dictated that all gibree should not
travel together about this time i1
met with elder alpheus harmon and
hebe having aoalo companion but wishing
torfor uneone we traveled together As cold
weather approached and we met with
poor encouragement elder harmon
concluded to return home to nauvoo
on leaving him I1 felt lonesome for hebe
was good company and I1 believe a good
man since then I1 heardbeard tuatabat he froze
to death while crossing a prairie justjuat
before reaching home this brings to
my mind brother lyons my former
companion whatever became of him
I1 could nutnot learn it was said by some
that he was drowned and by others
anat he went out of the country with
drover and it was surmised by a few
thatmat he met with foul play and was
murderedmuntmurd eredereo

I1 remember one cold winter day
in i january 18481843 the snownow alaiwan on
the ground about a foot deep my road
lay through the woods for several milesmile
before reaching the first settlementlate in the afternoon tired hungryh angry
and cold I1 came up to a fine lolooking
house that seemed to say callmcccall in
friend I1 did so and found the man
of the house in the kitchen sitting at
hisbis shoe bench I1 asked itif he nouh
please keep a servant of the lord over
night he inquired where I1 was from
and to what order I1 belonged fromnauvoo and I1 belong to the horobchurch
of jesmi christ of latter day Saintssaintedso

was my reply he scratchedchei his head
with the awl and said he had not heard s

of that order I1 told him we were
known allaa mormonscormons but that was not 1

our true name ohob yes said hebe i1I have heardbeard of the mormonscormonsMor mons and I1

shall not keep you he hadbad a family
of grown up chilchildrendreo mostly girls
they and their mother stood fazing as I1
though I1 was some frightful being 1

I1 left to seek quarters elsewhere and f
hadbad not gone over yards when I1 f
was called back they told me I1 1

could stay all night the manmail said hebe
wanted to talk with taking my
valise invited me in his house and told
me to make myself as comfortable as I1
could pretty soon a steaming uppersupper
was on the table whenever a ques-
tion was asked me there was an anx-
iety on the part of the wife and daugh-
ters to listen to what the mormon bad
to say in answer to his questions
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