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large and commodlous school house and
its Reliet Society Hall, etc., all built of
good native lumber. This place is
surrounded by pine forests which cover
the mountain slopes as far as the eye
can reach in all directions. Consequent-
ly,timber and fire wood are veryplentitul.
The farming land is also good, and
though the altitude {about 7000 leet) is
so liigh,good grain has been raised here
in past years. Leonard I. Brown, a son
of Lorenzo Brown, of St. Gzorge fame,

is the Bishop of the Nutrioso Ward, the
membership of which is represented in
twenty-nine lamilies, or 172z souls.
Nutrioso was first settled by the Saints
in £8%. It is filteen miles southeast of
‘Union, or fifty miles from St. Johns.

Across the mountains in a south.
easterly direction, about efeven miles
from Nutrioso, is Bush Valley, on the
headwaters of the San Francisco river,
a tributary of the Gila. Tne first
Latter day Saints entered this valley in
1379 and purchased ibe iniprovements
previously ma‘e by a Mr. Bush and
sons f{in whose honor the valley was
named} and others; and there is now a
ward called Alpine containing eightern
families, or 138 souls, presided over by
Joseph N, Heywood, a son of Patrioach
Joseph L. Heywood of Panguitch Gar-
field Co., Utah, who was also the first
Bishop of the Seventeenth Wayrd, Salt
Lake City. Bush Valley is about six
and a halt miles long from west to east,
and has an average width of nearly two
miles. Here the people have been quite
successful during past years in raising
grain without irngation, though the
lands which are watered yield by far the
most. The townsite is somewhat
broken, but is rendered picturesque by
the prescnce of beautiful groves of tait
pines which grow in the valley and on
the niountain slopes surrounding it
The land is good and productive, and
the people entertain good hopes for
future prosperity. But bere, as well as
in every other settlement throughout
the St. Johns Stake, progress is some-
what impeded through lack of element;
now settlers are wanted to build up the
place and to make the ward prosperous.

Luna Valley, which contains twenty-
three families of the Saints, or 150 souls,
organized into the Meber Ward, thus
named in honor of Apostle Heber J.
Grant, is situated about twelve miles
southeast of Alpine, on the same
stream ({the San Franciscoriver,) The
valley is very Irregular, but may be said
to extend from west to east fora dis-
tance of about four and a half miles,
with an average width of two miles,
The valley was named after the Luna
Brothers, Mexicans, who located here
before our people came in;it also means
the valley of the moon. The first Lat-
1er-day Saint settlers rolled their wagons
into thls valley February 28, 1883. This
-place is about 120 miles west of Magda-
lena, a town situated on a branch of the
A F. &S F. Ry, eastward, and about
the same distance from Bilver City lying
sonthward. From St. Johns it is sixty-
three miles. The boundary line between
New Mexico and Arizona is about mid-
wa}( between Luna Valley and Bush
Valley. George D. Green is Bishop of
the Heber Ward. The Luna Valley
reservoir is situated in the lower end of
Bush Valley, in Arizona, about eight
“miles northwest of the settlement.
‘Pine and cedar forests abound in Luna
“Valley and vicinity, There are also
plenty of oak, juniper, cotton-wood and

other kinds of wood in the vicinity. Iu
order to make farms the heavy growth
of timber must in many instances bs
cut down in regular lower canady style.
More Latter-day Saints are wanted in
Luna Valley. | am now bound for the
“Mormon” colonies in Old Mexica.
ANDREW JENSON.
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St. GEORGE, Utah,
Murch 30, 1594

Aa you have given the short account
of myeelf u place in the NEws, I ven-
ture to coutinue my bistory, though it
may be wriiten 10 & bruken way,
After the Saipts had been driven from
Missourl, oue day while standing near
the wharf at Quincy a steambiat on
her way up the Misaiasippi stopped at
the wharf. Themate wanted to hire a
bhand, oflerivg twenty-five dollars per
month, 1 told him 11 be would liberate
we {rom yawlduty I would accept hia
offer., This ne siid he would do and
told me I would be nightwatchman
and the work I might be called to do in
the day he would pay me for extra.
Aygreeing to his terms I «ent aboard.
Privilege was given me to go 1oto Lhe
cook rovm whenever [ pieased, night
or day, and help mysell. [ always
found plenty of vlctuals left from tne
cabin table, such as cooked fowl of
various kiods, Hsb, veal, mutton and
buaked beet, ali of which [ did ampie
justice 1o, eXcept vesl and goose,

The maste and deck hands seemed to
tako 1o me but, whether it waa begause
I wus u Mormon I could not eay. My
pame Was never asked for, bul they
gave me one; they oonlled me *‘Pioa-
yune”—lhe uame of a little silver coin
worsh vix and one quarter cents, [ re-
mained with the Aipha—’or that wus
the name ot the steamer—about ooe
month, when [.was tuken sick and
told the captain and mate I wanted to
go nome, The caplain told me to go
to the clerk anu get my pay, all o
which [ got except ten doliars; this
the clere sald they did not have, anmd
the sum s due me today, [ returned
to Lilinols, where I lound my 1ather
Hving on rented land oear Payson,
Adams county, and with a Ilttle nurs-
ing I was enon all right and went to
work on afarm tor $12 a moath,

In Augovst of this year, 1839, the
P:ophet having escaped frum Migsourd,
a conference wae calied sud held 1n
Quincy. There I wassel apari to yo
on & miselon, baving been previonsly
ordained an Kider and then a Hevenly
10 Far Weasl, under the hands of Elders
Brigham Youpng and Heber ¢, Kim-
najl, At the same Conieretice a young
man by the name of Amos Liyons was
ordajned a Priest and sel apart to take
a mission; he was my Ltravellng com-
panion. i

The very firat tlme wWe announced
ourseives messengers of salvalion and
c¢ftored to preach, we were told that
we desorved a severe flogging tor
going about to preachb Joe Smithism
and that we should be ashamed of
ourselves, ete. Al another place we
were invited to preach, and after
having done go in our weak way (for
thia was our firet attempt to speak ino
public), at the cloge of our meeting we
were told that we were more fit to
drive oxen and should let preaching

atone and go home. ‘I'ne pext morn.

old ]lady fixed her eyes on us and the
tears came from her eyes and ran
down her cheeke. Bhe took from her
pocket & gouple of quarters and gave
us—perhaps all the money she had.
Although no Invitation was gilven us
to prench, yet we feit the gond ILord
wae with us. YWe went to Virsinjs,
our native state, There Brother Lyons
concluded to marry a wife, 1 went
into Jackeon county, waere I baptized
a few andorganized a branch of geven
membere, one of whom Brother Liyons
nad baptizea previousty, By the con.
sent of the members I ordained Brother
John D). Vandal an Elder to presige,

Returning bome I went 10 work
helping to get out rock for the Nauvoo
Tempie. I my memory serves me it
was in the month of August, 1842, the
Prophet calisd a speeial cvaterence,
where lilders were oslled to go un
migsions and to rebut John ¢, Ben-
nett’s liee. Among tne number I was
called, and about the first of the follow-
ing Seprember 1 started, In compauy
with three otner Mlders; but wisdom
dictated that all «bree wshould not
travel together. About thls Ume I
met with Eider Alpheus Harmon, ang
he naviog no companion but wishing
ler une, we {raveled togelher. Ag gold
weather approached, and we met with
poor encoursgement, Elder Harmon
coneluded to return home to Nauvgo,
Oo leaving bim I jelt lonesome, for he
was good company and I believe g good
man, Siace then |l heard that he frozs
to death while crossing » prairle juat
before reaching bome. This bringe to
my mivd Brother Liyons, my former
companjon; whatever became of him
I could nut learn. It was sald by some
that he wae drowned and by others -
tnat he went out of the country with
drover, and it was surmises by a few
tnat he met with foul play und was
murdered.

I remember one cold wiater day
ln (January, 1543. The snow was on
Lbe ground ahout a (oot deep. My road
iay through the woods for several miles
befure reaching the first eettiement,
Late in the afternooun, tired, hangry
and gold, L came up to a fine lovking °
house that eeemed to say, ¢Qulj in,
friend.”” 1 did eo, and foond the man
of the house fn the kitohen eiiting as .
hls shue bench. I asked if he wouid °
pleare keep a cervant of the Lord over
night. He inquired where I was from
and 10 what order I belonged. ¢“Fram
Nuuvoo, and I belong to the Churgh
of Jeews Christ of Latter-day Saluots,?
wae my reply. Heecratched his head
with the awl and said he had pot heard
of that order. [ lold bim we wers
fnown as Mormong but that waa pgt
our troe name, “Ob, yes,’’ gald he,
I have beard of the Mormons, and
shall not keep you,” He had a family
uf grown up childrep, mostly girls.
They and thelr mother stood unzing a3
though [ waesome frightful heing,

I left to seek quarters elsewhere, and
hud not gone over 150 yards when [
wap oalled back. They told me I
could stay all night. The man sald he
wanted to talk wilh me,and taking my
valise invited me in his houee and told
me to make myscif a8 comlortable as I
could. Pretiy soonl a pteaming supper
was on the table, Whenever 3 quea:
tlon war arked me there wag apn anx-
ety on the part of the wife and daugh-
ters to listen to what the Mormon had

'to say in apewer to bis questigns



