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Goveroor Russell upon that basis, and
if the Repuulicau candldate for Presi-
dent cao persuade them that he will
secure to the governmeunt the purer
admianistration be will get their votes
irrespective of his views on the ailver
question.

Phis cannot be safely asserted of any
other of the seven doubtful States. But
the couuntry ia drifting in that direction.
T he inspection of candidates on lines of
honesty and capability as distinguished
from service that is purely pirtiran is
heginoing with the munigipal and
Sinte elections. It iato be hoped that
some day every Btate in the Union
will be able to pledge its vote to the
go vernor or the President that will give
to it the mest honorable and economic
adminpistration of the affairs with
wh ich these officea are concerned. We
shali then have & propur pscple’s gove
ernment. i

— -

A NEEDED MOVEMENT.

Tur movemeut for the revision of
the Salt Lake City charter is to be
commended, There havebeen so many
additions to the origioal instrument
that it is difficult for lawyers, let alone
Jay men, to determine what provisions
have been superceded and what remain
in force. A new charter should be pre-
pared, embouyiog all the esseatial pro-
wisions exlstiog, clearly defining the
powers and duties of all the city offl-
cinls, nnd enlarging municipa) author-
jty to meet growiog public require-
ments. And then the oid charter with
jts numerous amendments should be
repealed. )

This work, it may be argued, prop.
erly belongs to the Leglslature, aod
ought to be left for that body when it
apzembles. Butthere is too much left
to the members to originate and for-
mulate after the Agserably is organ-
ized. A bill like that which is
needed in the present case, requires
long deliberation aud great care in its
preparation. It ought oot to be en-
dangered by the haste which usually
attends the deliberations of our Terri-
torial Legislature. Every polut should
be scanned, snd the bearings of each
part of the charter to the other should
_be well weighed,so thatthere may be no
contradictions and no doubtful defini-
tions. 1f a cowpetentcommittee pre.
pares such a bill, and the Legllature
theo givea it a thorough examination
in Loth Houees before passing it, we
may reasonably hope for such n mea-
sureas will meet the demands of the
times and the probable requiremeats
of a couple of decades at least.

The committees appoloted oo the
part of the Chamber of Commerce and
of the City Couneil should loes no

time ln organlziog for the work and
dividing it up so that it may be thor-
oughly done in detall.

1t would be & good thing if other
measures necessary to be passed were
prepared before the meeting of the
Legislature and submitted to the ex-
amination of competent persons. The
crudeness exhibited in some of the Iawsa
pasted is evidence of the bhaste with
which they were formulated and rail-
roaded through the Assembly. And
the Governor is generally so crowded
with bills toward the end of the seasion
that though alded by any number of
attorneys he isliable to overlook in-
accuracies that should be corrected.

We hope a thoroughly good and
competent coity chartér will be pre-
pared by the committees appointed,and
that it wlil receive the favorable action
of the Legislature and the Executive.

——

THE FARMERS' ALLIANCE IN
POLITICS.

On Tuesday, Nov. 3rd last, elections
were heldl intwelve dificrent Btates
|of'this Union. Io five of those Btates
governora were chosen. New York,
Massachusetts, lowa aod Maryland
‘elecbed Democratic chief magistrates,
while Ohio elected a Republican. In
{Marylapd the result was a foregone
| conclusion. In Massachusetts, though
{a Democratic governor was elected, yet
{ the remainder of the tlcket was de-
{ teated. 1o Obio the victory for Repub-
iicane isaslgnificant ome. In Iowa
the victory I8 still more so for the
Pemocrats.

That Btate comea within the realm
of deubtful for 1892. Bojea, the re-
slected governor, I8 a native of New
York, who settled in Iowa in 15847, He
is now 64 years of age, and a very
popuiar anad well-known public man in
the West.

In New York the oaly’ remarkable
festure of the election was the fact that
the successful man developed most

strength where it was npot ex-
pected, and fell off where
least expected. In Kansas Democrata

and Republicaps formed a sort of
coalition in order to defeat Alllance
men. Somethiog of the same kind
took place in Nebraska. Ino Illinofs
the Repubiicans scemed to have the
best of the fight.

Takiop a general view of the sltua-
tion, the first thing that strikea the ob.
server ia the absence of lnfluence ou
the part of the Farmers® Alliauce in
those elections. Only one year ago
this party countrolied the potitical
destinies of several of the most import-
aut States. It retired to private life
at least two United Btates Beuators,

Hampton and Ingalls. It was the
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means of electing lodirectly fwo or
more Benntors. It sent eight or ninoe
representatives to the Coogress which
meets vext mooth io Washlogton;
and indirectly it helped tosend from
fifteen to twenty others partialiy com*
mitted to its prineciples. 1ts member-
ship, taking cogoate organizations,
embraced, it Is estimated, 3,000,000. Io
one phort year, thias once promisiog
party hasso fallen a%ay that at the
last election its eflects were Bearcely
perceptible.

It can oot be denied that the ioten-
tione of the promoters of this party
were honest. Primarily they tried to
achieve for the farming classes in-
dependence of speculative and manu-
facturing loterests. As one of their
platforms puts it, they aimed also at
the ¢‘education of the agricultural
clagses In the acience of economical
government in a strictly noo-partisan
apirit.”* They worked for the develop-
ment of a Letter stale mentally,
morally, soclally and finaaocially’* for
farmers. They went even further and
declared for ‘‘entire harmouoy aand
good will Among maokiod aod brother-
1y love amoag ourselves.”’

A party based on such planks as
these deserved better success, but un-
fortunately it dfd oot adhere to its
original designe. It demanded the
abolition of Nnatlonal banks, the
establishment of State sub-treasuries,
and government control of railroads,
telegraphs, and all methods of public
commualcation and transportation,
A moung its principles, however, were
two vital issues. These were the free
and unlimited coiuage of silver and
the nbolition ot protection legialation
for any industry at the expeose of
anotber. For these there was no special
negessity, in the Alliance platform,
because both are live issues between
the old political parties.

The sul-tressury escheme was per-
haps one of the most visionary and Im-
Lpracticable that any political organiza-
tion has promulgated. It contemplated
the lending of mrney by the State
direct to the people at a low rate of
interest, on non-perishable farm pro.
ducts to e stored o government ware-
houses. This alone by reason of its
irrationality and ultra-soclalism would
destroy aoy party in the eyes of sensi-
ble men.

The rise and fall of the Farmers’
Alliance, however, affords a very in-
strootive study to politicai acholars.
Though it is not Hkely to figure as a
factor I politics any longer, yet capi-

talists, industriaiists aod satatesmen
should remember that to a certalu ex-
tent there were grounds for many of
the farmers’ grievances, and that
many of them were aleo produced by

unwise leglslation.



