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EVENING NEWS.

DAVID 0. CALDER,
Eprtor AND PUBLISEER.

——————————

‘Tuesday,

POSED AMENDMENT TO
THE CONSTITUTION.

Tue school question, as indicated
by President Grant’s Des Moines
speech, is expeeted by many to be-
come one of the great questions of
the coming presidential campaign.
Mr. ex-Speaker Blaine, in a pub-
lished letter, expresses serious ap-
prehensions that the public school
agitation will set the whole coun-
iry in a ferment for years to come,
and Induece mueh to be regretted
consequences in stirring up strife
amoung religious sectaries as well as
non-sectarians. The only possible
final outcome, Mr. Blalne believes,
will be a mnon-sectarian victory,
which he propeses to bring about
speedily by constitutional
anmendment., He suggests the addi-
il the following to article 1,
woelion 10, of the Constlitution—

more

r
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““No State shall make any law
respecting an establishment of re-
ligion or prohibiting the free exer-
vise thereof; and no money raised
Ly taxation in any State for the
«upport of publie schools, or derived
from any publie fund therefor, shall
ever be under the control of any
raliglous seet, nor shall any money
s mised®ever be divided between
rellgious sects or denominations.”

e — - - ——
THAT RAILROAD DEOCISIUN.

I~ case between the United
states and the Union Pacific Rall-
road, redently decided by the Su-
preme Court of the United States
in favor of the rallroad company,
the Government claimed the right
to retaln the amount due to the
railroad company for the transpor-
intion of mails, military and Indian
supplies, ele., and to apply it to
the payment of the interest on the
honds issued Ly the Government
to the company. The company
claimed that the Government
rould only retain one-balf of the

the

sams due for such transportation.,

The decision was in favor of the
railroad company’s clalm, which
causes the New York Journal-.-of
Cornmerce to say that ““It will now
Lo clearly seen that the Govern-
ment is destined to be outwitted
in every case where it grants such
favors,” and that it will work
againat the granting of future sub-
sldies Lo the Texas Pacific or any
other rallroad. That paper says—

““No one ean tell what interpre-
tation theeourts will put on any
statute, however plain its purport
thay Le to the common mind. The
only safe way to aveld such diffi-
culties as the Sapreme Court has
setiled at the expense of the people
is to grant no more subsidies what-
ever. [If Congress will put its foot
down flatly just there, we will bear
with all ible equanimity the

coatly bardens of the past.”

PRESI
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DENTS MESSAGE.

NATIONAL PROGRESS.

T the Senate and House of Repre-
sentalives:

In submitting my seventh annu-
al message to Congress in this cen-
tennial year of our national exist-
ence as & free and independent
people, it affords me great pleasure
to recur to the advancement that
has been made from the time of the
colony one huudred years ago. We
were then a people numbering only
three millions; now we number
more than forty millions. Then
industries were confined almost ex-
clusively to the tillage of the soil;
now manufactories absorb much of
the Jabor of the country. Owur lib-
orties remain unimpaired; the
bendsmen bave been freed from
slavery, and we have become
possessed of the res t ir
not of the friendship of all
vivilized nations. Our
has been great in all the arts,
in sclence, agriculture, commerce,
navigation, miolng, mechanics
law, medicine, elc., and in gouenl
edueation the progress Is likewise
encournging. Oar thirteen States
have become thirty-eight, includ-
ing Colorado, which has taken the
initial steps to become a State, and
vight territories, ineluding the In-
dian territory and Alaska, and ex-
cluding Colorado, making a terri-
tory extending from the -Atlantic
to the "acific. On the South we
have extended to the Gulf'of Mex!-
vo, and In the West from the Mis-
sissippl to the Pacifie. One hundred
years ago the ootton&ln, thesteam-
ship, the reilroad, the ’
the reaping, sewing and modern
printing machines, and numereus
other inventions of scarcely less
value to our businessand happiness
wers entirely unknown.

MINING AND MANUFACTURES.

In 1776 manufactures scarcely ex-
isted, even In name, in all this vast
territory; in 1870, more than two
millions of persons were employed
in manufactories, producing more
than $2,100,000,000 of produce, in
amouant annm‘ly near ual to
our national debt. early the
whole of the po&hﬁon of 1776
were engaged in one oceupation
of agriculture; in 1870 so numerous
and diversified had become the oc-
cupations of our people that less
than sixteen miillons, ont of more
than forty millions, weré so engag-

ed. The exll‘lonl.lmrg effect pro-
duced in our country by a resort to
has built

such occupations
market fer the products

of
fertile lands distant from the
seaboard, and the markets of
the world. The Amerioan
of werking wvarious

pride, and but for >
genius and abllity of our
ics, the achlievements of
culturists and

al’

markable, bul has had a Jarge in-
fluence upon the business of all,
commercial nations.

COMMERCE AND LEARNING—RETIO
SPECTIVE—=EDUCATION AND FRIE
BOHOOLS.

Ovr merchants in Lhe last hun
dred rs have Mad n succes=, and |
have established a reputation Iolil
en , Sagacity, progress anc

inmu nrurpassed by the people
of older nationmalities. This goed
name is not confined to their
homes, but goes vul upon every
sea, and into every port where com-
merce enters. With equal pride we
can point to our progress in all of
the learned profeasiona.

mencing our manhood, as g natlon,
it is well to look back upon the past
and to study what will be h‘eat. to
preserve aiul 1o advance our fulture
reatness. From the fall ef Adam

"his tAnsgres«ion to the present
day, no nativn has ever been free
from threatened danger to ita pros-

rity and happiness. We should
{:ok to the dangers threatening us,
and remedy them =0 far as lies in
our power. -\We .are a republic,
wherein one man is as good as an-
other before the law. Under $ucgh
a form of government it is of the
greatest importance that all should
be of education and in-
tel ce enough to cast a vote
with a right understanding of
its meaning. A large association
of ignorant men cannot, for any
considerable period, oppose a sue-
cessful resistance to tyranny and
oppression from the educated few,
but will inevitably sink into acqui-
escence to the wlll of intelligence,
whether directed by the dema-
gogue or by priesteraft. Hence the
eduecation of the masses becomes of
the fArst necessity for the preserva-
tion of our Institutions. They are
worth preserving, because they
have secured the greatest good to
the greatest pro n of the popa-
lation of any form of governmen
yet devised. Al other forms of
government nggmch it just In
propertion to t general diffusion
of education and independence of
thought and action. As the prim-
ary step, therefore, to our advance-
ment, in all that has marked our
progress in the past century, it sug
gests, for your earnest considera-

tion,and most earnestly recommend
it,that a eonstitgtional amendment
be submitted to' the legislatures of
the several Hiates for atificatton,
making it the duty of each of Lhe
several Btates to establish, and for-
ever maintain, free public schools
adequate to the education of all
the children in the rudimentary
branches, within their respective
limita, irrespective of =ex, color,
birthplace or religion; forbldding
the t.a-chlng in said schools of reli-

fons, atheistic or pagan, and pro
Elhlting the granting of any schoo!
[ funds or school taxes, or any parl
thereof, either by legislative, muni-
cipal or other, for the benclit of
any other object, of any nature or
kind whatever.

UNTAXED CHURCH PROPERTY.

In connection with this import-
ant question I would also call your
attention to the importance of cor-
recting an evil that, if itted to
continue, will probably lead to
great troable in our land before the
close of the nineteenth century: it
is the accumulation of vast amouants
of untaxed church property. In
1850 I believe, the church property
of the United States which pald no
tax, municipal or State, amounted
to about $353,000,000; in 1860 the
amount had doubled; in 1575 it Ia
about $1,000,000,008; by the year
19000, without check, it is sufe to say
that this property will reach a sum
exceeding $3,000,000,000. So wvast
a sum, receiving all the proteetion
and benefits of government with-
out bearing its proportion of the
burdens and expenses of the same,
will not be looked upon acqules
cently by those whohave paid taxed
in a growing country where real
estate enhances so rapidly with
time as in the United Stales
There is scarcely a limit' to the
wealth that u]uy be ncq‘tl:]lmdh!g
eo:ﬁoonﬂo religious or otherw
if wodl::’m n real estate with-
out taxation. The contemplation
also of as vast a property as is here
slluded to, without taxation, may
lead to sequestration without con-
stitutional authority, and through
blood. I would suggest the taxa-
tion of all property equally,
whether church or corporation, ex-
empting only the last resting place
of the dead, and possibly, with pro
per restrictions, church edifices.

RELATIONS WITHI FOREIGN POWERS.

Our relations with most of the
foreign powers continue on a satis-
factory and friendly footing. [n-
creased intercourse, the extension
of com and the cultivation of
mutual ts have steadily im-
proved our relations with the large
majority of the powers of the world
rendering practicable the paa.oerui
solution ef questions which fro.n
time to time necessarily arise, leav-
ing few which demand extended
or particular netice. The corres-
goudanﬂ of _the Department of

tate with our diplomatic :Fmen—

here-

tatives abroad is tranamitt
with. :

ABOLITION OF SLAYERY RY PORTU-
GAL.

I am hfappy téo ;nn&unoe the
passage of an act, by e general
cortes of Portugal,proclaimed since
the adjournment of for
:gelboutlonofmvl‘ - lnbt:nPﬂ-

guese coloniea. to hoped
that such legislation may be ano-
ther step toward the consum-
mation te be reached, when no
man shall be permitted, directly or
indireetly, under excuse,
or form of law, to ho his fellew
man in bondage. I am of the opin-
ion, also, that it is the duty of the
United States, as contributing to-
ward that end, and required by the
splrit of the age in which we live,
to provide, by suitable legisiation,
.tl.:_:;.ln:d o‘lluaiou of the United iﬂhhn

slaves as property in
otheér country, or be Interfe
thereln. L

REPARATION BY CRILIJAND THR ©. 8.
OF COLUMBIA.

Chili has made reparation in the
case of the whale ship the Good
s '?rortt' "
cause upwa o .
m&.mmm’m’“ﬁ
g ,ith.l:hnhlmlov-
n by this govern-

t, and the justice of the claim
been 80 earnestly com-
tended for that it has been gratify-
that she should have acknow-

n in the case &Iu

n
ing for seve-
while it con-

_ ht more or less

. able should :2
ntaloned between the republies.
HAWAITAN RECIPROCITY.

S e

meut by the latter to the 1
the sum of $50,000 in coin,
the purpose of the relief
the families

for

sengers-of the Virginius; tat sa
was o have been pﬂl‘

installments, afitwo

=]
Id

It induse Lo
mentthat [ s
paymenis we Tully "and

anticipated that gow

and that the whole amount was
paid within but a few days more
than two months from the date of
the agreement, a copy of which is
herewith transmil In nwl
ance of the

Amuﬂm'dM' P
are made accordingly on the appli-

10 HE CONFLICT IN CUDA.

The past year has furnished no
evidente of fn apJ>mchin end
of the ruinous conflict which has
been raging for seveny in the
uulghdhrtn. hh;:g.h:fh(}u The
same regard o 5 L

ized warfare and of the just de-
mands of bhu

heretofore-ealled f expressions
of condemnation from the nations
of Christendom, have contin to
blacken the sad scene. Desolation,
ruin and pillage are pervading the
rich fields of one of the most fertile
and productive regions.of the earth;
and the incendiaries’ torch firing
plantations and valuable factories
and buildings, is the ageat) mark-
ing the alternate advance and re-
treat of the contending parties.
The protracted mﬁnmu of the
strife seriously ts the imterests
of all commercial nations, bt thoge
of the United States maore than
others, by reason of its close prox-
imity and its larger trade and Iin-
tercourse with -Cuba, and the fre-

quent and jolimate persoval =id
social. relations whﬂue grown
up betweer its ol and those
of the island. Moreover, the pro-

rty of our citizens In uba
I:e large, and is rendered inse-
care and de in wvalue,
aud in ca ty of preduction

by 'he continuance of the strife
and the vonnatural mode eof Ita

conduct. Thesame la tre, differ-

ing only 1o degree, with re to
the interests. and ;people of other
wilivne; dnd fhe nbsence of any
reasonable assprance of a néar ter-
mination of the conflet thust, of
neceasity, soon compel the Biates
thus suffering to consider what the
interest of thelr own people and
their duty towards themselves may
demand. I have hoped that In
would be enabled to ' establizsh
peace in her coleny, to afford
=ecurity to the property and the
intersts of our eitizems, and to
allow g legitimate scope to trade
and .¢gommerce and the - natur-
al produgtions of the lsland. Be-
cause of this hope, and the reluct-
ance to interfere imn Lhe affairs of
another and friendly nation, espe-
eially of one whose sympathy -and
friendship in the siruggiing infan-
¢y of our own existence must ever
be remembered with Fntltude, I
have patiently and anxiously walt-
ed the progress of events. Ourown
civil eonflict is too recent for us not
to consider the difficulties which
surround a government

by a dynastic rebellion at homse,
at thesame time that it has to cope
with a se te Insurrection in a

distant colony; but whatever causes
may have produced the situation
which so grievously affeets our in-
tereats, it exists with all ita attend-
ant evils, operating . directly upon
this country and its le. Thuos
far all the resorts of Spain bave
proved abortive, and time has
marked no improvement in the
situation. The armed bands of
either side now occupy . near-
ly the same ground as in.the past, |
with thi differefde, from i to
time, of more lives bein fleed

mpre rty d and wider
ex h?g’f fertlla and produective

flelds, aud more being
wantonly ncriﬁad by the incen-

diaries’ torch.

In contesta of this nature where-
la considemable body of people who
have attempted to I'ree themselves
of the esntrol of the superior govs
ernment have reached such a point.
in the occupstion ;of territory, in
power, and in general organization
as te constitute in fast a bod
tic, hnvlng a goyernment
stance as well as ig P’n,pm-uud
of the elements of ability, and

equipred with the machinery for
the administration of internal pol-

icy,and the execution of its laws,
and pm‘nmd and able to adminis-
ter justice at home as well as in its
dealings with other Fo'erl. t i
within the province of those other
powers to recognize the existence

as a new and independent nation.
[n such cases other nations ply

deal with an actually existing ¢on-
dition of things, and reeognfudj:n
h, t

M-
n ’l:b

one of the powers of the eart
body politic which,

£
th 8
become a. el DAL ?;“;"ﬁ:

the creation of & néw Btate is a
fact. 'T'o establish the condition ef
things esseatial to the recognition
of this fwet, thefe must be a people
sccupying a known territory, uni-
ted under some known and defined
form of government acknow!

the functions of government
administered by the usual meth
competetent to mete out j to
citizens and strangem, to rd
remedies for public and for m

wrongs, and able to assume ( r-
relative imternatiomal obligations,

and capable of performing the ¢cor-
responding Intomuhnulnsuﬂ-.
sulting from its

rights of - sove

should exist, complets

ization, ¥ to . and able
maintain_iis plaee: amongthe
that the: in

tions of the earth, "

While consclous tha
in Ouba Wid shown a
strength and ‘endumnece,.
w

are |

rection

make it, al ledst, doubtful
it be in the power of '8
ue it, it seems & g

ect that no such elvil
exists which may be re
an independent .

ble of performing

incolnaisd tan;d'ﬂ.:: the
would com t power
soon te support force
ernment to whlx it bad
given its only real
ence. In my judgs
should adhere to the
E!:dplﬂ whieh v

n its sure and safe
contests beiween revelted
and théir mother e¢
iog only upon the cléar
it should avoid any pe
suspicion or imputation. - -
A “‘of ' the In depea
impracticable and indefensible, t.
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three | doing onl

Twiil

by thoso subject thereto, in which | PAtDY

E:"",‘: Mm-ﬂw
ox w m o

o pas

e §
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J. B of | the Uniled Siates should carefully | which
avoid the false lights J
of | lead it fnto the mazes of doubtful {add to the
or persous of the|law and of questionable propriety, |she has been surrounded.
ship's company anpd certain pas- and adhbere r

which mig
g

ic

E

thoe mnle w guid

it is always, and justly, regarded a«
an unfriendly act, and argrmtuitions
demounstration of wmornl support Lo
th m. Ibis

e lole

a8
gof its
But the conflict must be one which

internatio law as belligerency.
But ss the fact of the mere exist-
ence of contending armsed bodies,
and their occasional ceaflicta do
not cefistitute war in the sense re-

to reguire a
relabions to the

{ferred to, we musé apply to the

condition of | affairs im

’ '

find in this insurrection the exist-
ence of such a substantial organiza-
tion, real, ‘and manifest to
the 'workd, having/the: fertas and
eapable of the ordisary Tunctions
of  gowernment  teward its own

people: and other Béates,
courts for the admivistration of
justice; and & loeal -habitation,
possessing such  ap, opganization
of force, such mat: such occu-
f 3 take the
of » mere
on or occasional
skirmish, place it on the terrible
| footing of war, to whilch a recom-
mendation eof bél would
aim tpelevate it. It moreover is

ou the land; the tnuni:ouon has
hot possessed a
whencs lt-sym:.gﬂ.h a 5

nor bas it any means of communi-
cation with a f government
h the military lines

Ne apprehension

of any of those sudden and difficult
complications which await on the
ocean !is apt te precipitate on the
wvesseals, both commergial and na-
tionnl, and on the consular officers

of other powers, ecalls for the defini-
tien of their relations to the parties

to: the 'contest. Conside 28 a
gl:luon of expediency, I regard

accordance of belligerent rights
still to be as unwise and premature

asl it to be, at present, inde-
as a measure ef right. ;
Buch a recognition entails on the
country according the rights which
flow from it, difficulfiand compii-
cated duties, and reqg from the
contending parties a striet ebserv-
ance of their rights and tions.
Lt confers the rlEht of upon
the high seas by Vol both:
3 it would subjex Carry-
of arms and munitions 67 war,
w now may be tra rted
freely and without interru y in
vessels of the U.B. to detention and
possible seizure; it would give rise.
to countless vexatious questions,
would release the parent poveru-
ment from responsibility for the
acta of the insurgents, and wouid
invest Spain with the right to exér-!
¢ise the supervision recognized by
the treaty of 1793 over our com-
merce on the high seas, s

very
large part of which, in this traffie
between the Atlantic and' Guif
states, and between all of therh and

the states on the Pacifie; passes
through tle waters which wash the
shores of Cuba. The exereise of
this supervision could scarcely fail
to Jead, iIf Lot to abuses, certainly
to collisions perilous to the

ful relations of the two  states.
"l;.l:on en'a be littie doubtr:':hto
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would, before long,draw t‘h% ual.h:
inbe, and it would be unworthy
the'U. 8. to inaugurate the possi-
bilities of such a resuit by a' mea-
sare of questionable right or expe-
dieney.

‘Apart from any question of theo-
retieal ‘right, I am satisfied that
while: the accordance of belligerent

to ‘the insurgents in Cuba

ghit give them hope and an in-
das ent to protract the struggle,
it would be but a telusive hope,
fawd would not pemove the evils
whish this govérnment and its
dple are experiencing, but would
raw the U. & into complications
which it has waited long and al-
ready suffered much te avoid. The
nitien of indepsndence or of
rency being thus, in my

Ju ent, equally inadmissible, it
: to coasider what course
*ﬁﬁl’h‘ Adopt':dbm the - ¢on-
aﬂ. soon toun end

by the sacta of the parties thems.
selves, and should the evijs which
result thefefrom, aflecting all na-
tions, and {nulcular_ly the U. 8.,
contioue. In such anevent I am
of the opinjou that other nations
mipelled to assume the

respen¥ibility which devolves upen|
them; sdd te sericusly consider the
only remalning measures posaible—
fation and Intervention.. ' | ..

Owliog, perbaps, to the'iarge ex-

) of water separating ' the
nd from the peninsula,the want
of harmony and of personal sym-
hy between the inhabitants of

the colony aud those sent thither
to rule thema, and the want of
adaptation of the' ancient colonial
stem of Europe to the present
and to the ideas whieh: the
events of Lhe past ecentury have
developed, the contending parties
appear to fmw-, within themselves,
no ' y of eommon eonfi-
dence to suggeat wisdom when i
sion and excitement have ir
sway, and lo assume the part of

peacemanker. lo this view, in the

were in goodl fajth, withoot:

wmmmhﬁh?&? 'and m::&?‘”
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/Bpain, with the
' ;- wahld o dud
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terms of adjustment I} Ulred, whieu 1)
mliste fiooted s nfttiod o St 15 people are s MF affected | ooru rrénces
As we are now ahout to enter up-Famount the
on our second centennial, com-|hereto, including ship’s com- a eivil conflict

tmﬁgf’ f

all disluterested ng elsewhere.

_ I ktnb-.-mrn.#mnhaq-m. that:
oThos B (b D B i ihe gvod i

A
Iss
has beem |

S orien it of i)

ing | ¢radition, alt-
dul

tives every possible sug-
or to

which
f Spain has Ttll!.p;:
recently su
mitied to pur ) at h!-d.rld

b -

These proposals have not yet reach-
ed me in their full text, but on
considered

Aheirarrivat theywill be

carciully, and

» I hope, lead to
FEraa

f fu
of fu
Mm%‘
to our just complaints.

gi is undersiood that remewals of

avre being made to introduce
reforms in the internal administra-
th prope "r::nrd i hﬁ:&

ever, that n r [
for /the dnterests of . the United
States, and of its citizens whao are
bnubd"& relief from the strain to
wWirieh: Yy m ‘been hw
bpui’ difficulties of the o a:
and wrongd and losses whi

mariseq from the ﬂ? =
‘Quba, and for the intletests hu-
manity; which ‘& cessation .|
of the strife before the whole island
shaill be 'laid ‘'waste and a larger
saerifice of life be made.
I shall fe:l it my duty, should
my hopes of a ' adjust-
ment and the early reatoration eof
peace and the remowval of futare
causes of complaint . be wnhappily
disappointed, to a future re-
commendation to Congreas at some
period net far remete, and during
the present session, recommending
what may then seem to me to be
neCcessary.

THE CENTENNIAL

The powers of Ewgrope almost
wltl‘l.gut cexception, many  of the
South .,American states, and even
the most distant eastern ?:veu
have manifested their friendly
séntimeants towards the U.S., and
the lnterl:stjdo(lt_bo world :g &ll.lr

rogress, by n with us e
goi?bmlion of ﬂl-:c‘ centenninl of
the nation, and [  strongly urge
that an impetus be wn to this
exhibition by suech ] ion and
such an dppropr on a8 will in-
sure ity sugcesa. Lia valye in bring-
ing to our shores lanumerab
works of art and skill, the com-
mingling of citizens of foreign

untriee, and ourewn dnterming
fﬁ'; of ideas and manufacturers

may make prudently.
AGRICULTURAL REPFORT.

[ tranamit Werewith the report of
the Commissioner of Agricultare,
together with the reports of the
commissioners of the rd of au-
dit, and the board of health of the
District of Columbia, to all of
which I call attention.

The burean of agtienlture has ac-
complished muech ipn disseminating
useful knowledge to agriculfurists
and in introducing new and useful
productions nd? to our soil and
¢limate, and is worthy of the contin-
ued ‘encouragement of Lhe govern-
ment. -

EDUCATIONAL REPORT,

The repott of the Commissiener
of Education, which accompanies
the report of the Becretary of the
Ioterfor,shows a gratifying progress
I eﬂt.i&ﬂpml matters.

TR FREE ZONE — MEXICAN RAIDS IN
" TEXAS~THE JOINT OCOMMISSION,

| The free  zoneé, so-called; several
ﬁ)om-ind- edtablished by Mexico

‘ertaini of the states of that re-
public adjaeent to our. frontler,
m?malns in tr::llall gt It t‘:
always ma r arious .
domestic traffie, while it operates
ab an inecentive to mf m: Mex-
feo to.supply, free of cus
tho_-auhpur the people of this
the line, and prevenis the same
wants _Jm.h-iﬁ'-i by mer-
chants of the Bbates, there-
by te a-condiderstlée extent defrand-
bing  our uunnr"... and cheeking
haenest com mervia

De ms by oands from
Mexieo on the people of Texas, near
the froutier, continue. Though
the msin o of the incursions
is ;robbery, . ’mml’ result
in the murder o guiet and  peacea-
bly disposed persond, amd in some
cases even the U, B. and
mail communieations hsave been
attacked. < Reénewed remounstrances
wpon this. sulject have been ad-
dressed to the Mexicah government,
bat without mueh  appireat effect.
The military forve of this'govern-
ment, dispessable for service in that

uarter, is quite i uate to el-

tually guard the line, even at

points whnlre the imcursions 'nnr
usually made. An sxperimeat o
an nrged vessel ?.n thot'd.l!lh &Ind'd s
for that purpose is on s An
is ho pl.lm&. if not thwarted b
the.s
ot;ar natural obstacles, it may con-
tribute to the protection of the
berdsmen of Texas,
( The  proceedings of the Joint
miaahn-itl?dﬂ-ﬂm convention
between the U. 8. and. Mexico, of
the fourth of Jaly, 1863, on thesub-
ject of claims, will weon be brought
to & close . The result of thess pro-
ceedings will-then im: ecommunli-
catod to Copgress., .. .. . ;...
THR VENBZAGELAN DEBT,

I am happy to anneunce that the

vernment of Venezuela has,upon
urther coneideration, practieally
abandoned itsohjecii..ns to pay to)
the United States that;shae of Its
revenue which, some years since, it
allotted; towanis  the extinguisti
ms of foreiguers gen-
the reconsiderstion of
its wination that govern-
ment . has shown a justiee and =n
self-respect which ecannot fall to
reflegt credit upon it in'the vyes of

3, payments on aeeount.
o ,-l_litllm of the,
meagre
lons of u!f._
. the sums to be
periods when  thesw
were to take plaes, shou
begn 0 signally disregarded.
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will far exceed any outlay that we |

' was desirous that
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and eighty-two claims have been
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I am informed that 170 “m

~during the month of

Novembaer. enis are being

en in re-
' uu: . tﬁh

1123 Tro -

eation of the mtiopu p:bmdi -

Man e clalms are 3

of

b.ha{f of _mriners, or

on the evidence of mariners,
whose absence has delayed the
taking of and the return of the
necessary evidence. It is repre-
senfed to mgp that it will be imprae-
ticable for 1he court to finally dis-

of all ti 5 At with-
P the me‘Muhﬂbn."
Justice to-t‘ho chj:’nmt,who
had been st lage o
ing their claims and obtal aing evi-
dence in their support, suggests a
short extension to enable the court
tod of all of the claims w
bayve n presented. I recomme
the legislation which may be deem-

ed prq::t to enable the court to
cemplete the work before it.

CLATMS OF ALIEN3 AGAINST THE U.S.

. L recommend that somesullalile
provision be made, by the creation
of a spegial court, or by conferring
the nece:sa Jurisdietion upgn
such approp: tribunal, for the
cansidemation snd dedermination of
the claims of aliens grainst the
overnment of the U, 3, which
ave ariscn within sonie ivasonahle
Hmiatation of time, o wiii:h

1eafler.arise, excluding all oluin
barred by treaiwy pravisious wr
otherwise. It has Leen found im-
possible Lo give proper considera-
tion to those claims by the execu-
tive departmentof the government.
Buch a- tribunal would aflord an
opi)értunlty to allens, other ' than
British subkjects, to praseut their
claims on account of acts com mit-
ted against their porsons or pro-
perty during the 1cbellion, as also
Lo those subjects of Gireat Britwin
whose clalmis having risen subse-
(l;uens to the ninth day of April,
875, could not be fpresented to
the late commission, organized
ursuant to the provisions of the
reaty of Washington. i

TELEGRAPHY AND TELEGR APHI.Q =
MONOPOLY.

The electric telegraph Lias become
an essential and indispensable

agent lu the tranamission of bLusl-
nessa and social messages. [ts oper-
ation on land aud within the limit

of d%-.rllcu!nr states is necesrariy
under the control of the jurisdjction

within which it operatea. | The
| lipes on the high seas, however, are
not'subject to the particular eontrol
of any one government. In 1569
A coucession was granted by the
French government to a company,
which proposed to lay a ecable from
the shores of Fraunce to the U. B.
At that time there was telegraphic

s AY

the contivent of Kurupe, through
the poasessions of Greft Britain at
eéither end of the line, under the
eontrel of an association which had,
at a large oullay of capital, and at
great risk, demonstrated the practi-
cability of maiantaining such
2 means of communiecation.
The cost of cerrespondence by
this agency was great; but in the
progress of the social and commer-
cial interpourse of the world, this
means - of . communication was
found to be a necessity, and the ob-
tain of this French concession
sho that other eapital than that
already invested was rend{' to enter
into competition with the assur-
anee of an adequate mtu{n for their
outlay. Impressed with the con-
wvietion that the interests, not only
of the
the world at 1 , demand and
would demand, tga multiplication
of the means of communication
between reparated continents, I
the proposed
connection nll:lonld }:e hmade, but
certain provisions of the conces-
slon were deemed by me to-be ob-
Jectionable gularly one which
gave, for a ¥ term ears, Lthe
exclasive right of telegraphic com-
munication bl: submarine cable
between the shores of France and
the U. 8. : -
I could not concede that any
E]war should eclaim the right to
d a cable on the shores of the
United States and at the same time
deny to the United Stales, or to its
citizens, equal rights to land a cable
on its shores. The right to eontrol
the conditions for the laying of
eable within the jurisdietion and
waters of the U. 8., to connect
our shores with those.uf any foreign
state, pertains exclusively to the
government of. the United States,
under such Jimitations and condi-
tions as Congress may im . In
the absence of legislation hy Con-
E:sl was unwilling, on the one
; d, to yield to a foreign’ state
the right to say that its grantees
t land on vur shores, ‘while it
denied a similar right to our peaple
to land on its shores; and, on the
other hand, | was reluctant to deny
to the great interestsof ths world
of civilization the fucilities of such
communicaflion 4% were Dproposed.
['therefore withheld any résistance
'to the landing of any cable on con-
dition that the offunsive, monopoly
festure of the concession be Jf -
doudd, and® thit the right of any
cable company which may be es-
tablished by the authority of this
vernment to land upon French
erritory, and to connect with the

the facilities or privileges iucident
‘to the use thereof, upon as favo

able term« as “nﬁ other company
be conced(d. As the result théreof,
the company.in question renoun

#d the exclusiye prcilege, and th?,
represeutative of F'ragce wag Ins
foraed that, understanding: this)
rélipquishment "to bLe construed
a¥ granting thé eutire reciproeity
‘and equal ﬁcﬂmea which a1 been
'jéemended, the opposition to the
ItndJng ‘o"’ thy cgble was with-
rawn, W f

.

" The cable, under this French
concession, was landed im the
month of July, 1843, and has been
) valuable agent of
?hu'mnlm on between this coun-

y and the contiment. , It saon

ngder.

the cantrol, however,
uf those who,

Jthe management
of the cable eon pg Great Bri-
tain with this continentand theirs,
whatevep spefit to the public
o Bz o Tae S,
B B
‘I‘ ! L} |‘ . -
J Seourily n cam of abaident i

ty,
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connection between the U. 8. and,

ple of the U. S, but of

French land lines, and to enjoy all}!

with, control they
'ﬂ%tﬁﬂ_w com pa-

As these cable lelegraphs con-
nect ‘there are ques-
tions as to their fzation and

tions

me Impo ispe
e for the ¢ piabli
nst the extortions whiclh may
result from s monopoly of  the
right of operating cablegranis, or
from a combination between the
several lines.
First—No line shall be allowed
to Jand on tho shores-of the . 8
under a concession from another
power which doea not admit the
right of any other line or lines,
formed in the U. S, to iand and
freely connect with aud operate
through its Jand lines.
Beeond— Noline should be allow-
ed to land on the shieres of the U.
8. which is not, by treaty stipala-
tion with the government' from
whose shores it preceeds, or by
rrohibitien in arter, or btheér-
wise; 16 the fatisfagtion of this gov-
emmnt, ikited from consolid-
ating or im-lglnln(iu-.-: with any
other eable telegraph line, or, com-
biniag therewith for the purpose of
n»gulntinf and maintaining the
cost of telegraphic communication

Third—Al lines should be bound?
to give precedence in the trans-
msisslon of the official messages of
whe government of the two coun-
tries beitween which it miay Le laid.
Fourth—A power should’ be re-
served to the two governments,
either goujointly or to each, as re-
gards the messages despatehed from
its shores, to fix a Hmit te the
clhiarges to bé maintained for the
tiansmission of messages.

I present this subject to the var-
nesi consideratien of Congress, in
the meantime, and unless Congress
otherwise directs, [ shall not oppose
the landing of any cable which
complies with and  asse to the
pointd above -ennmerated, bat will
feel it my duty to prevent the land-
ing of any which does not conforin

_the first and setond points as

d, and which wifl not stipulate
to concede to this government the
precedence in the transmission of
official messages, and will not en-
ter into satisfactory arrangements
as regards the.amonnt of ts charg-
- CIT}ZENSAIP.

Among the pressing and. Jinport-
ant subj to.whiell, in My vpin-
fen, the tion .of Congress
should be ‘directed, are those re-
Jating to fraudulent naturalization
and expatriation. The U. 8 , with

reat liberality, offers ils citizen-
ship to all who'in good faith com-
%lg with the 1equiremeénts of law.

ese requirements are as simple
and upon asfavorable terms to the
emigrant as the high privilege to
which he is admitted ean of should

permit, and I do not propose any
additional requirements to those
which the law now demands, But
the very simplicity'and want of the
necessary formality in our law
have made frmudnlent naturaliza-
tion not infrequent, to the discre-
dit and injury ofall honest citizens,
whether native or naturalized,
Cases of this eharacter are continu-
ally being brought to the notice of
the government Ly our represen-
tatives abroad, and also thoseo
of persons resident in the coun-
tries, mest frequently those who,
if they have 'remalned, in this
country long enouvgh to entitle
them to beeome naturalized, have
generally not much over passed
that od, and have returued to
the coun of their origin, where
they reside, avoiding a duties to

the U. B. by their absence, and
reh!m_lngu be mm;al du-
ties to the country nativity
and of their residence by reason ‘of

r naturalization. It is
doe this ment itsélf; and the
greatunass ‘of the maluralized eiti-
zens who entirely, both in name

and in act,/become citizens of this
. ﬁmﬂﬂﬁe of
e should not

U. 8, that the

citizenship of the

be held Ly Traud, or ‘i - derogation
of the laws and of the good name
of every honest citizen. ;
On many oceasions. it has been
brought to the knowledge of the
overnment that cerlificates of na-
uralization are had, and protection
or in claimed, by par
who admit not only were no
within the U. . at the t.imie the
pretended ization, buf thE
‘they mverw in the U. B3
otiiers the certifieates and recor

mitted upon examination that the
requirements of the law have not
been complied with, and ia some
cases even such certificates have
been made matters of purchase.
These are not isolated cases arising |

at. dlervals, but are of dom¢
m ],n*:,'
porfe 3l q

i
. which gre’
globe, mh occurrences cannot

and do not fail to reflect upon the
government, and injure alf hen

citizens. On ruch a fraud bHei

discovered, however, there is no
practicable means within the con-
trol of the government by which
| the recolid :

¥

haa tamnd oh fre- |
quent occurrence that I ¢anaot too
strongly recommend that some
eflective ‘'measures be adopted to
rovide a proper remedy and means
g;r the vacatiog of any r ?d'?l_
fraudulently made, and of punish.
ing the guilty parties to the trans-
aclion. = =
[ m r“. ' Pt o
In this M fon I ferdﬁ'
to the question of ex pﬁgratiorl and
election of nationality. The U. 8.
was foremost In upholding the
right of ¢ and w

s

i moOst Oth .‘-' na' s
previding what formalities shall be
neceasary to work § change of alle

{hI:nu, the United States enacts
provigion of no

law, and has li

: &ow
lcl zen: Instances
pto the attention

ety g ke

=

[

v 7 Niphg

control, which plr’ﬁ?ﬁ.? can be
best, if not solely, led Ly con-|ed.
wentions between the Nﬂ"-‘cli“’,
[mn the absenge, howcvet,&ff
onal @ e

time in the U. 8. In others it isad-| &

uarters. pf’ | do

of, is the ml.onu of ldut.,-

facturers of the same complieted
ticles in our own and distant mar-
ut i1 a

Cungress shor 'd determivg by the
enactment o' Jaw, how ia-
tion will be accompl - and
change of citizenship be establish-
L 'STATUS OF ANBRICAN WOMEN MAR-
- : FOREIGN
tion tothe
y law the
who
gners, deflning
more fully that of children born in
a foreign couptry of “American
parents who may reside abroad,and
also of some turther provision regu-
lating or giving I-:-Pm to mar-
ringes of American -citizens '.i'ohn-
. - ™

your a

correspondence submit erewith .
shows a f::\;)f the !:;.nl!l.;l;a 01::-

c 5 on suby-
n?lt e?tg the oo?nll n of the
government. There are few sub.
‘'of Con-
gress on awhich. more delicate rela-
tions aredepending.

DEPARTNMENT OF STATE.

Ln the mogth of July last the
building erected for the Departiuent
of Stute was Itaken ' posséssion of
and occupied by that department.
I am hsppy tosay that the archives
and of the gov-
ernme y of that de-
partwment are new safely deposited.

4

The report ot of the
I'reasury shows receipta from cus-

toms for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1874, to have been $163,-
103,833.69; and for the fiscal year
endling June 30; 1875, 40 have been .
BISTA67,7 .85, - for the
last Hacal year of $5,036,111.34. The
receipta from internal revenue for
the vear endln& the 30th of June,
1574, were $102,409,784.90, and for
the year ending the 30th of June,
1575, were $110,007,493.58, an in-
crease of $7,597,708.68. The report
also shows, complete, the working
of the department for the last year,
and contains recommendations for
reforms and legislation which 1

congeur in, but cangot comment on

s0 fullyas [ should’ to do if

space would permit. But I will

confine myself to & few su tions

which I look upon asvw to the

best interesta of the whole people.
SPECIE RESUMRTION.

In coming withia the purview of
the Treasury, I mean' specle re-
sumption, too mueh stress eannot
be laid on this question, and I hope
that ’ s may be. indoced, at
the earliest day practicable, to in-
sure the tonsummation of the act
of the last Congress, at ils last ses-
sion, to bring about specie resump-
tion, on and afer the first day of
January 1879 at the farthest. It
would be a great bLlessing if this
could be consummailed even at an
earlier day. Nothing seems to me!
to be miore certain than that a full
and pérmanent reseliom cannot
take place in favorof the Industries
and finaticihl welfare of the coun-
try until we return to a measure
of values recognized threughout
the civillzed "world. While we
have a currency not equivalent
to this standard, tLhe world’s
recognized standard, specie be-
vemes s commodity like the pro-
ducts of ‘the" soll, the surplus
seeking n market wherever there is
a demand for it:. Under our pres-
ent system we should want none,
it £08 customs gass et be Fott

A c
in cofn, and becaase 'ofF.th.o ple[d‘ga
to pay the interest of the  public
debt in coin. The yleld Ofﬂ:o pre-
cious metals would flow 'oat for the
purghase of foreign produets, and
leave the U. 8, he!&l‘_‘ of wood, and

drmawers of waler, se of wiser

legialation. on the smbject of fn
I:? the: nations witli whom we l‘::“::

dealings, ' T'sm not prepared to say
that I ean suggest the best legisia-
tion to sécdre this end, but it
woild b aiadubie’br grent Ristifica-
tion to me 40, be able to approve

measure..of -Congress, looking
effectively toWards early resump-
tion. Ugitmited iuflation would
P _ r 6 nYy -
Bt WIr, LCah 7 than oy e
islation lpokipg to Ve resym ption
of the securities in coin, but it

;E:!ﬂ#ho_ﬂ brene xp#nak of | Bonor.,
gal tenders would have no value
M}'m’wﬂuﬁg‘-:&dﬁf Yiabilities,
ory pn;geq speaking, tbe repudia-
tion of thém.: They would pa

nolhing aflter debts were all ntt}n i
There are a few measures which

0 | p to me im RSB IR "this con.
I nestion, and whieh | mend (o
v ) . & : ‘lnm

ary - .

have a quotation at real valoe and
not fictitious. Then gold would
notounly beat at a premium, but
currency at a disc~unt. A healthy
reaction would set in at once, and
with it a desire to make the cur-

; rfin of pro-
fit, the meney to be recelved havs
ing an unvarying value. lLaboreis
d all classes who wWork for stipn-
ed pay or sslary, would receive
more for their income, because ex-
tra profits would no longer Le
charged by the m.rehan com-
v to i

pe P
of 8 denominalion moging from

$50 to §$1.000 each. Thnere woulg
reduce the legnl tender notes (o g
volume that eould be kept afloat,

1.!:%out demanding redemption in
Rums swildenly,

Thilrd —that additiond power e -
given to’the Hecrelary of the Tre.
erdamiu gold for final

8 .
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y curialling #x-
penses, or both. [t is prefermble to

do both,and I recommend that a re-
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)
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