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COMMENTS OF THE PRESS

AMONG the numenumerousrods tomcommentsments of the
newspapers on the work of the con-
stitutional convention we select ththee
following as an indication of the
spirit that moves upon the more
reasonable portion of the public press

the sacramento record union of
june said

if the constitution to be submit-
ted in unequivocal english is made to
condemn prohibit andana provide vietiie
punishment of polygamy it might debe
accepted such a constitution would
not at least be open to the objection
thatisthat it recognized an evil by silencessilence
which the laws of the natnationion pladeplace in
the category of crimes the onlyoaly fear
is that the mormonscormons may be able to
ppersuadepersuade democratic weaklingswea klings to
come to their view by the promise of
a democratic state they will not
certainly put express condemnation
of plural marrimmarriagege into their consti-
tution 11

the austin texas dispatch of the
same date remarked

the mormon element of utah ter-
ritory are making a att effort
to acquire statehoodstatestatehoodgood just what ob-
jection there should be to the admis-
sion of utah as a state provided the
constitutional requirements wereware com-
plied with inift advance is not apparent
statehood would certainly saive the
polygamy problem for under no con-
sideration would congress invest her
with the rights of a state unless all
claims of the latter day saints were
explicitly annulled in her constitution
there may be political but certainly
no practical reasons lor denying the
requested privilege

the lockport N Y journal of july
oth copied in full taeane sections ot tile
constitution relating to bigamy and
polygamy andadded

the theory upon which these sec-
tions rest is that polygamy having
been declared unlawfulul and there be-
ingin no recognition of religious bodiesagderunder our system of government the
question is a purely political one and
while the government cannot treat
with a mormon religious ebdy con-
gressg ress may as apolitical measure make
concessions in view oiof an established
condition of society where local legis-
lation recognizes it

the philadelphia press of july 6 had
the following editorial

the of utah have been
asking vainly for a quarter of a century
to have their territory admitted into
the union as a state in which polyg-
amy is lawflawfulul though their plea nashas
found favor with democratic leaders
it has been so stronglyly opposed by the
republicans and by decent people
generally without regard to patpai ty that
the mormon chiefs have at
last given up be lightfight they see
that they must either abandon polyg-
amy

ag
inidinformform at least or give up the

hope of making utah a state As the
edmunds law and its supplements
have madeale polygamy airexpensive and
troublesomeba 1 Iluxuryury the morsmore astute
of the mormonscormons arearc willing to place it
under the ban of the constitution if
thereby their beloved deseretDesere may be-
come a state and be released in its do-
mestic matters from further federal
control

the anti polygamy clause which it is
proposed to put into the constitution
Is as strong as anyone could wish torfor
had it been adopted longiong ago and
congress been persuaded that it was
the intention of the people of utah to
live aupUP to its pprovisionsro vi sious that terri-
tory might have been enjoyed the
rights of a state for bearly a
generation should the convention
now sitting in salt lake city adopt
theahe proposed lanti polpolygamygamy provision
and it is endorsed by the voters of the
territory utah will come before con-
gress as an applicant for admission
without least a good prima facie cisecase
it has sufficient population for a state
the only difficulty in the way will be
the doubt whether a formal
tion of polygamypoly eamy is indeed its aban-
donmentdon ment the proposed anti poleg
amy provision making polygamy a
crime punishable with fine indand im-
prisonment must be given effect itif at
all11 1 by the new states courts will
mormon10 rmon judges and mormon juries
enforce suan a law against mormon
polygamists

this latest departure in utah looks
as though it was engineered from the
outside withith the view to create a new
democratic state it is perceived that
dakota can not much longer be kept
out of the union kindand if utah can be
coupled with it the relative strength oiof
the parades inin the senate and the elec-
toral collegeCol leere willwall not be changed
with the art missionadmission of utah to state-
hood the federal laws against polygamy
cease to be applicable there we
question very much whether republic
cans will ever consent under any con-
dition to turn ever to the mormonscormons
themselves the task of suppressing
polygamy

this is from the baltimore sun of

the convention of the people of
utah assembled lorfor the purpose of

cormindorminglorming a constitution andand getting the
territory to he union as a
stake hishas bad reported for considera-
tion an article forbidding polygamypolya amy
and fixing penalties to violation of
the prohibition this too though
the convention is made up almost
wholly otof mormonscormonsMor mons the reporting of

such an article even if it is not
adopted marks a step of progress lain
utanutah if it is adopted utah will have
strong claims to statehood being a
much more live community than ne-
vada

the trenton N J times of july ath

has these editorial comments
66 theJIet attitude of the

Ggovernment0vern with respect to the sup-
pression of polygamy and the recent
legislation designed to stamp out the
evil are now bearing fruit it seems in
ttheh vveryer y stronghold of mormonism

AatI1 ttheb e present time a constitutional
convention is in session in salt lake
OILoily the most important step yet
taken in this convention was mademad on
tuesday when the appropriate com-
mittee reported the loliollowing sec-
tions

prohibitory sections rivengiven in full
it seems that the mormonscormons who

favor the above sections have expert
eacek a change of heart in order
to let thero salves down easily they
cepresrepresenten t that all government com-
prehendsprehendendss and implies concessions
af someso e popular rights and
beges that this queiquestiontion belongs to
the local instead ot the DatInationalODal gov-
ernmentern ment that it is political and not
religious and that govern inentent cariotcadot
treat with or make agreements with
religious bodies that polygamy has
already been pronounced an offense
against the law and thesethere provisions
make nodo new offense but recognize
something already

so long as the mormonscormons agree to
obey the law and surrender their
cherished institution of polygamy the
people of the united states willwil find
no fault with the style of reasoning
adopted by the saints to reach this
end the people aveale interested more
inthein the abolition of polygamy than in
the means adopted to abolish it

we take the annexed ffromborn the cin-
cinnaticin nati gazette of july I1atht lh

the mormon movement toward re-
form in abolishing polygamy should
not be discouraged at the start by de-
nouncingnoun cing it rudely as a fraud and sham
the fostering a base
tion as we look at it has been sorely
scourgedurged in this count has lasted
and flourished tor some timelime perse-
cution has developed the courage in-
flamed the zeal and hardened the de-
termination of its leaders as it hahass
before this time stimulated the chief-
tains and intensified the loyalty of fol-
lowerslowers in more holy causes and glori-
fied them with martyrdom men may
be more easily led than driven andiqin this well known truth our prohibi-
tion friends in their reform have some-
thing to learn

the world has been full of evil since
adams fall and the combat against it
has been long the best reformers
are those who look at things consider-
ately with malice towards none undand
charity for all recognizing that all
people are not alike in dispositions
and desires and that there would be
na saints without sinners so the bhastst
reforms are conservaconservativee in air
course gathering preeforce by degrees
and satisfied with wise means towards
desired ends though means be
temperate action and patient bearing

the mormon power in utah has riftnet
been harmed by howlingng against the
evil organorganizingang a third party and help-
ing the democrats into control
neitherether can ththee prohibitionists in ohioohio
hopeope to make any headway against
theirheir pet enemy by becoming cranky in
theirheir insane hatred and seeking to
disarm the only element of good gov-
ernmenternment 11

the manchester new hampshire
union thus speaks editorially

it would be of interest td know
how much of the opposition directed
towardto ward utah is by reason of hostility
to polygamy and how much is due
simply to hostility to the mormonscormons
merely as mormonscormonsMor mons it is diff-
icult to see on what just ground
utah could be excluded iffit the conticonsti-
tution of the proposed statetate should
positively prohibit polygamy the con-
stitution

Qion
ution thus being in accord with the

laws of the united states govgoverninggoverniaerniD
the territories with the particular
religious belief field by any community
the government has nothing to do and
if assurance is 91givenven that the author-
ity of the government shall be respect
ed it will be a delicate matter to dis-
tinguish between intolerance and an
honest conviction that the mormon
doctrines are among the most abomin-
able that ever swayed the minds of
men if the opposition against utahbutali
as a state is based solely upon polyg-
amous practices it is evident that op-
position must tallfall when polygamy
ceases

the washington critic of july 7
tersely remarks

not much stock is to be taken intthehe clamor of the salt likelake politicians
against the mormon constitutional
convention the gentiles of all par-
ties and creeds were invited to take
part in the movement but stubbornly
kept aloof and the prospect nowBOW is
that they will gotget left in the makeupmake up
of the new state there isis no reason
to believe that the convention is a
fraud and a sham as statedseated by the

salt lake tribune it is moving right
along toward the formatformationioa of a con-
stitutionution with polygamy leftaft out and
the question of itsils adoption is to be
submitted to the people at the august
election with a certainty of being car-
ried if theme anti polygamistsof cheter

do their duty
6

consideringConsi derins howbow small a tooth is it
is astonishing how much ache it can
hold no wonder the man wrote a
book and called it ten acres
enough

alindonalcada letter says the british
stands adoue 11 that is more

thanahan her custo are able to do afafterter
they havehare patronized tier bar for a short
time

i

AN INHERENT

THE omaha herald has passed into
other and different handsbands since the
valiant and clever dr miller parted
with hisbis interest in that strong and
pungent journal the friendship
felt by that paper for the

mormon people apart from
their marriage institutions is not
exhibited to the same extent as
formerlytormerly but its editors do not fall
into the extreme and senseless spirit of
many of the public journals on the

mormon question on the statesstate
hood movement the Hheralderald nas the fol-
lowing to say

it isId evident that the utah question
will demand as much attention in the
next congress as in the last although
inn a totally different shape the utah
commission hasbaa decided to permit the
submission of the constitution adopt-
ed by the late convention to a vote at
the general election to hebe held august
1 next this has been protestedprote isted
against by the gentiles as being with-
out authority of law and outside the
powers of the commission theygavenave taken steps to send a strong re-
monstrance to the president but
it I1iss probable that he will not
interfere the question was settled
in thetae casecabe of kansas more than
thirty years ago that the people
of a territory were entitled to a fair

a constitution when they chose
to ask it in the case of utah all the
aing machinery and all the super
vision bfof elections are in the hands of
a federal commissioncommis butbit that does
not necessarily deprive tse peoplepeo oltOfof
their right to vote ASaa the constitu-
tion to be submitted is the work of
mormonscormonsMor mons it will undoubtedly be car-
ried

with the representation of this con-
stitutionution in next december
the discussion of mormon affairs will
be reopened anftand its range will un-
doubtedly be comprehensive as its
treatment will be exhaustive it will
be strongly opposed in the senate on
the ground that the mormonscormons cannot
be trusted but as dakota willwiil be
there with renewed persistence it is
not improbable that compromise and
nutnot merit will decide both questions
by the creationci cation of two new states

As the herald pointed out a lewfew days
since the constitution adopted in
utah provides that the section forbid-
ding polygamy shall not be changed
except by consent of congress andan dafirthe
presidentpres ident should the moiMorcormonsmormonsmoonsmons after
gaining power as a state disregard
this compact there still would bebd re-
course to the united states supremesupreme
court under that clause of theth na-
tional constitution which guaranteesguarantees
to every state a republican form of
government and doubtdoubtlesslass that court
would holdbold that polygamy was nothot in
conconsonanceconsonantce with republican institu-
tionsta 11

the herald takes no stock in the
puerile objection about amending the
constitution after admission and con
cedes the right of the people of a terlterr-
itory to vote on a constitution of
their own framing all the talk about
irregularity and ane need of legislegislativelati Ve
sanction or an enabling act is mere
twaddle the people have inherent
rights which cannot be taken from
them and one of themahern s the right to
peaceably as appeal to the gov-
ernment forfor redress otof grievances and
take measures to secure political
rights and privileges it requires no
legislation to establish this rightlight it
is natural and indisputable and
moreover it is recognized in the na-
tional constitution and cannot be in-
fringed

A legislative body may provide the
form and manner by which the will of
the people shall be expressed so as to
secure order and uniformity aradand a full
and free manifestation of the popular
wish but it can only do that byb virtue
of power from the
people and as giving form to an un
doubted inherent authorityhority in the peo-
ple anyanly attempt to make
the aati in of the people inoperative on
the ground taken by its adversaries
will prove abortive because both the
great national parties and every states-
man and lawyer tin the land know that
it is a settled question

there is no established method in-
dispensable to our system of govern-
ment by which thehe people are re-
quired to regulate themselves in taking
steps to secure admission into the
union as a state it is clear that a
constitution must be framed that it
must provide for a republican form
of government that it must be
submitted to the people who
must have a fair opportunity of
voting tor or against it and that it
must oebe submitted to the Coricongressgress of
the united states but any methods
by which these objects can hebe attainedattai aed
without violating the law are in them
selves lawful and proper and the rightlight
to use them belongs irrevocably to the
people the utah constitution can-
not be assailed on its merits that is
why its opponents resort to quibbles
conjectures andad groundless
cations

AN encouraging STATE
monr

following encouraging statement
in relation to mesa arizona is iromalromaa
letter written at that place and dated
the mst by pim coleman

I1 left mycay old home nearnar Springspringvilleville

st clair co ala on the of april
last in company with my little family
bound for this place we had a tine
time traveling and reached mesa on
the all safe and sound we found
it to idebe a beautiful place and as a gen-
eral thing filled with good latter day
saints who recreceivedeivid us gladly and ex-
tended great kindness to us

this city is a flourisflourishingluing place
abounding with plenty The country is
a great farming section well adapted
to small grain such as oats
barely and all11 kindskidon of garden begevegeta-
bles

ta
lucern haybay is a great success

the people gather six crops fromfro dithethe
same ground in one year and as we
have ethienortir in alabama who arearc
reading the DESERET news I1 wish tto0
say to them that they would do well to
hasten to this maricolamaricopaManMari copa stake of
zion where they will find room among
the saints

THE GREAT AMERICAN DESERT

Q recently we have observed ioin
several of ouroin exchanges
that read about as followsfollow

64 the myth odthe great american
desert has finally disappeared from
contemporaneous history its last re-
fugef age was in the noble territory of
montana but the rapid development
olof that region shows conclusively that
there is no desert there on ththee con-
trary montana enthroned among
the mountains like a9 queen
beckons this advancing pioneer and
smiles a welcome to all nahowho with in-
dustry and energy andaad honert purpose
will demand from her the treasures
which she has hidden for centuries iuin
her bosom toe enchanted princess
washas slept for many abear but abow the
true prince the hardy american son of
toll has come to jay uishis kiss upon her
lips and bid her mamentowaken to the lealiea
tion of aanewnew life and a new hope

the foregoing in substance first ap-
peared in tatta san francisco chronicle
and makesmake verysvery pleasant reading but
uhunfortunatelyfortunately it conflicts forcibly
with some very likhardrd facts that eliise

banquot ghost will not dowieldown if
the I1 hardy americanamerica B son ofbf toil I1 is
still anxious to kiss the enchanted lips
of the desert referred to and wake
it up to new life by taking a bee laire
west from salt lakebake city he can strike
a portion of it embracing square
miles of sand to say nothing of large
reasareas of the same nature furtnerfurther

south it is freely admitted that the
waste places are being rapidly re-
claimed but as thousands of travelers
can testify it will take seveaseveral yeayearsrs
of very vigorous kissing to wipe out
the last vestige of the american
Ddesertesert

TUBTHE HOT WEATHER

IF the telegraph wires could be
wrought up to the heated conditicondl tienan of
the weather in the east by coconveyingabeying

1

such reports of it altheyas they have lor
three days past they would be very
close to the meltingae point and it wouldwoula
be uncomfortable to go near them
besnchsuch a hheatedea ted term has not been
known littfinwittfin the rrecollection of mid
dle aged people I1 and tilethe deaths andanc
casualties resulting are cor-
respondinglydespondinglyly severe the list already
running up an enormous flfiggiefiguieule
one hhundred degrees inia the
shade isia more than the average hu
man animal andi us to the temperate
zoie can stand frfor a great length of
tintetime jandfind retain both life midand reasonleasonGbut this does not nearlydearly represent the
merc highest flight in some places

to being quite common fre-
quent and on antor or two occasions
being recorded all these in the shade
the number otof sunstrokessun strokes and pros
orationstrationsione grows larger and the area in
which they occur becomes wider day
after day so that the heatbeat assumes the
characterctZacter afpfof aaververitabletuble pestilence

the suu is not altogether responsi-
blealforfor thisthis nor are geographical loca-
tions though both of course eater
morebjore largely into the cacauseuse of existing
conditions than any other thing in
cincinnati forfer instance it is as abot
every summer as it is in new orleans
or galvestonGal in the extreme southern
part of the southern statesstages the ohio
metropolis being several hundred
miles north of them this cefW of course
attributable largely to the soil of the
latter place its characteristics
partaking greatlyaregreatatlylyofos sand oronanotherother re-
taining and reflecting mediums of
heatbeat and to the absence of that topo-
graphical arrangementanangement by means of
which carrcurrentsguts otof air are fformulatedormulated
and placed in such motion asaa measur-
ably counteracts the caloric condition
evolved by the joint operation of the
sun and the soil it may alsoiso number
among its causes insufficient vegeta-
tion lollagelotoliage tte because of which
not only is theeartathe earth butbafit mea grely
shaded putbut that never ceas
ing aquatic performance off live

blantsplants and trees by which moisture is
drawnrawn from the depths of nature and
forced by the process of capillary at-
traction to their extremities above the
earth is too limited to accomplish
great benefits

in utah generally we have warm
summers but nothing approaching
what is going on in the east it hasbas
seldom touched here and lain only
two places we believe has the mer-
cury risen so nigh as andaad these
occasions have bbeeneen rare and
owing to the immense deposits of
mineral lying so close to the surface
everywhere and the absence of breezes
at those particular times there bave

beesbeen but few deaths from excessive
beat or sunstroke as it Is inproperlyimproperly
called bince the territory was settled
the weeslakes so generously distributed
throughout the country have a ten-
dency to preserve a tolerablyoly fair de-
gree of humidity which with the
numerous air curtscurcent generatedene rated in
the mountains the raprapidlyadly increas-
ing ararborastarbborageorase aandnd the more
frifrequentquent recurrence of rains
make our temperature perhaps as even
4as anyn y wwithinthin the same isothermal
bbelt I1 itat east the neat iai not so dis-
tressing and the nights are generally
delightfully pool this betbeingn g an

somewhat in the nature otof a
recuperative and helping to keep the
system lain good condition all the time

persecution AND misre-
presentation

A GREAT deal Lsis being said enstast now by
the press of the country about the el-
ders engaged lirin missionary work
in the southern states moremore especial-
ly ioin georgala and south Carncarolinacaralinalina the
way in the facts in relation to
their doings are distorted is but a re-
petition of the ordinordinaryapy treatment re-
ceived by latter day saintsfaints peaceful-
lyI1Y enengagedaged in the performance of what
they understand to be their divinely
enjoined duty

naone of the most palpably absurd
charges in relation to the persecu-
tion of the riderseiders is the late
statement that elder joseph thorup
was the aggassessorresor in the use of vio-
lence it has been telegraphed broad-
cast over the country that he
surrounded by converts made an as-
sault upon a methodist preacher A
straightforward staistatementement of the
whole affair obtained from the elder
himself who has since returned home
appeared in the news of saturday
brother Tjithorup whovrho was at the
timedtime of the trouble afflicted withaith
a fever was the victim otof maltreat-
ment and vindictiveness throughout
as is universally the case in affairs of
this character

A letter in this issue from elder
spencer gives some particulars otof
similar events in georgiageoegia which have
through the press of the countrycou atry been
subjected to thothe same process of
misrepresentation

hobt of the journalsournals which treat
upon such occurrences appear to be
careful to thrust before the public an
unmitigated felsefalsehoodhood they keep
on rreiterating the conspicuous untruth
that ohp elders direct their principal
efforts ioward the conversion of
women liit is unnecessary to state the
effect ot such assertions upon the pop-
ular mind and they are evidently
made foxfor the purpose of creating it

the proclamation of the gospel car-
ried bythebythe elders is conconfinedtined to noDO
sex age or nation it is to
all people in every part of the
habitable globe without distinc-
tiontio they are simply engaged
in preaching the gospel of preparation
as a witness to all the world before
the advent of the redeemer they
give the strongest evidence of sin
centyty inandin and devotdevotioniop totham labor that
can be given by mortals they take
their bivs in their handsbands suffer con-
tumely buffeting slander and vivid
cation of the vilest sort without hope
of earthly reward for their self
denial

in the of the abuse to
which they areefare oftenten subjected the el-
ders are not only sustained by the
spirit OXof callings but also by
the success of their labors persecu-
tion raises up torfor them friends and
not infrequently causes converts to
flock around them this appears to
bave beesbeen the case otof late both in
georgia andaud sosouthuth Cgcarolinarolina

while manyman journalsournals do not openly
applaud the application ot01 motmob itvio
lenco to the blarmon mission
anta num berst ofif them appapac ar
to be only to ready to wink at it and
apologize torjor all those whoano resort to
it the chicago times appears to be
an exception la- this regard in com-
mentingmentifig upon recent events in south
carolina and georgia that paper con-
demns the conduct ot the moto crat
and offers a novel suggestionstion to take
the place of violence against the el
tiers it facetiously suggests
that the chicago denominational
pipreacherseachers summer holiday
excursion to to the south and lift up
their voices in an effort to convert the
people

no mormon elders would be found
raising a protest against tilethe practicaltica
carrying out of such a suggestion it
is mummuch more pleasant in every way
lorfor tamm tOeDto engagegage in polemic warfare
than that kind of contest in
guns and clubs are used with the
weapons wielded exclusively by one
side in the of sti buggle they
navehave a lair showardshoshowwaudand invariably come
off best especially if the bible is ad-
hered to as tiethe standard weapon
wawieldedelded by the contestants but tilethe
times was evidently pointing a joke
at preachersthe of toethe great city of
chicago knowing full well that a sum-
mer holiday excursion of the kind it
suggests would involve too much hard
workwak to be acceptable with no hope
of success even if their best efforts
were put forth
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