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MEMOIRS OPOF U S GRANT

rintinakI1 I1
personal memoirs of U S

rantgrarautt 11 isls likely to have a very exten-
siveatpjnr salesaiealeaie beinging in the strictest sense
iauladonala llaliauslaulonalonal work havinhaving a national
CILcharacterAaterdier for its central figure it
obeisopens with an account of the author
anciancestrystry and follows with a narrative
0f1 hisahlshif life ffromrom his birth almost to the
clclosinging scene of his remarkable career

the advance sheets the charac
tefoleate lollohiol the work throughouthout can be es-
timated

I1talmdiwtimatedmaleded it Is A plain unvarnished
tain of a life otof great interest the
absence of high literary finish in thetha
narrative does not cause a

tilethe story but otherwise the
1simplicity otof diction inspires allail the
more confidence in the strict veracity
ofalthe matter whose vlvigor is in
creased rather than dimindiminishedborgors ed by the
appearance of no effort at adornment

ta irheihe fact that the work was written
atterafter the general was seized with his
lasto illness and produced by him while

thoiho was fighting his last battle under
the conviction that he was soon to

to the common enemy lends
ethniit simsam additionadditionalil interest it was in
tended by him to be a legacy to those

whomwhom he should leave behind as a
means of material support

aneahrne san francisco chronicle tells
flow subscriptions can be given to au-
thorizedthorlzed agents for the memoirs so

the family of general grant wil
surely derive a benefit

g the only authorized agents on this
coast for the personal memoirs of U

kgS grgrant are J dewing co of
tishrish street this city they have sent

out an army of agents each of whom
ilslisis provided with a prosprospectusectus giving
sample pages of the bozebook with illu-

strationsarattrat ionslons and different styles of bind
anzinar each is also furnished with a
contract book in which the subscriber
binds himself to pay a certain sum to

LTinn dewing co on the delivery of
bachgacheach volume no agent can solicit

subscriptions for the genuine work
wha does not possess a book of these

biankblank contracts bearing the name of
dewinnewinmowinglowing co and if any one who has

bribed for the work receives it
from any other firm than the one named
he may know thatthal there is something

4 spurious about it mr dewing says
that the work of canvassing is going on
rapidly many agents report thatatitheybeykey

secured twenty subscribers on the first
day and that the demand lor the work
exceeded their most sanguine expec-
tationstat ions in fact the great sale of
blaines history will be surpassed by
this work of grant the first volume
willv bbe readyeady ffor0r dedeliveryivea about the
christmaschrisomas hollholidaysd ast whilenhi e it is ex-

pectedted theteI1 seconda volume will appeartidoidiaboutiut tifftthebL e first of march
ir y

i
WW MODERN WARFARE
rotroo

IN view of the inspired predictions
which have been uttered in regard to a

j time coming when peace shall be with
t drawn from the nations of the earth
twidff and the spirit of warfare poured out

untiln 11 every mans hand shall be against
this neighbor a believer in them can

avoid the impression that
theirthearallair ffulfillmentfulfilment Is near at hand when
ttetleI1 liefie reads of the growing antagonism
it and desperationfion in various nationsand

also with the horrors of that time
when it does comecomes as he reads of the

9 proprogressress being made in devis
iiiingaill I1 death dealing agents during
aththe last half century especially mans
I1 ingenuity has been taxed to the utmost

10 inthis latter direction until lowthenow the
methods resorted to in ancient warfare
tappappearear childish and harmless compared
with the vastly more effeffectiveactive means of
I1 lifeilfe which are now known to
mankind to the advancement mademoade in
the science of chemistry more chantothan to

mahatt in the line of mechanics is due
perhaps the changes that have been
wrought the new explosives that
havemave been discovered during recent

loehrsyears and the new applications for
them which are being continually
devised tend to show more every

R day the impotency of ordinary de
fenssens ve measures when they have to

t cop with them tiietile heaviest battle
f menmentss and the stoutest armor are

pow riess to resist their terrible
enneeffeeffectssanaan andd the subtle manner in which
theytheryanthevranevyancanpan be used renders them all the
more appalling to contemplate war
now with the use of these terrible ex-
plosivesplopio ves would be a very different

eveneven to what it witswas during the
great civil conflict in this nation a little
more than a score of years since we
alluded recently to a ppropositionto
which had been made anzantand which
Is declared to be quite feasible of
spreading death among an ebernenemy
in i a fortified camp city or else-
where by dropping torpetorpedoesdoes from
saloonsbaloons the effect of which can be
tecrecreadily imagined almost equally ter-
rible are the enneffeffectsacts produced by ringfiring
explosive shellssheils prepapreparedpreparedreiretI1 accordiaaccording
to discovered methods the

steel gives an account of exper
kimentokimentsmeats recently made underlinder the diorec

tion btbf a military committee in firing
shellssheils charged with nitro gelatine

arbour shots were nirfirfirededwithwith six inch
shell carrying 11 pound bursting
charges of nitro gelatine which con-
tain 95 per cent of pure nitro glacer

ineinc the rangerange avvaswas 1000 yards the
tarlartargetet was a perpendicularperpendicular ledge of
olgsolidid ttraprap rock on the south bank of
the potomac the first shot shattered
the rock for a radius of thirty feet and
hurled tons of rock in the air the
second shell tore outont the rockreck for 25
feet in diameter and six feet deep in
the face of the ledge this would
amount to over tons of rock I1 re
moved by a single shot ffromfrumromnom tthehe ffaceace
of the cliff the experts expressed
their belief that either shot would have
wrecked any ship afloat and would hasehavee
annihilated any wooden ship thethsafety of the system also seems to have
been ffullyully established

if the foregoing be true it may
readily be seen howbow useless as a means
of protection it will be to plate ships
with iron or steel and indeed how un-
necessary itlt is to construct very heavy
guns when a shot of this kind fired
tromairoma small gun Is sufficientclent to de-
stroy almost any obstruction which
men can invent war with such means
as these mentioned and others equally
horrighorrifyingingino that might be mentionedmentioned
wouldwoul simply be wholesale cestrdestructionaction
and slaughter

LETTER eromFROM OLD EXICO31

GARDENS OF TEXCOCO USES OPOF tilttiie
maguey PLANT NATURAL AND arti-
ficial BEAUTIES BATHS OF jionLIONliontediontett
ZUMA cortegCORTEZ CANAL ETC

CITY OF MEXICO
august 8 1885

editor deseret loews f
having visited most of the leading

places otof interest in and near the city
of mexico many of which have al-
ready been described by other corre-
spondentsspondents to the NEWSnew my friends and
1I concluded a few davsdays agoage to take a
trip to the celebrated

GARDENS OF TEXCOCO

which are situated about 40 miles al-
most east of here about idin
the morning we boarded the train for
texcocoTexcoco and reached that place after
a pleasant ride of an hour audand a half

texcocoTexcoco at present does not differ
materially from other large cities of
this republic though for ages and be-
fore the spanish sword wrought such
changes in americaamerico it took the lead in
art literature and civilization and has
been justly styledstyled the athens of the
western continent

it was founded even before the city
of mexico by j a nationnati0n
of the same great talfalfamilytilly with the az
becs whom they ri iuin power
and greatly surpassed in intellectual
culture it was the capital of adloura flour-
ishing nation whose laws and general
scheme of government were much
in advance of those of its con-
temporaries and who boasted of a
long and uninterrupted line of sover-
eignsel ingins some of whom though spokenorinof in history as heathens idolater
and barbarians dldiplayed qualities
which would jodo credit to crowned
heads of our enlightened age

during the conquest it shared the
same fate as its neighbors and lost its
individuality in the amalgamation of
nations which followed

the historic gardens aroare situated
about three miles from the city of tex
coco and as there were noifo convey-
ances to be hired at the depot the four
younge the party d in mynay
self decided to start out at once and
walk over while the remainder walterwaiter
until one of their number could go uplip
town and procure a carriage when they
followed

the road leading to the gardgardensens
hassedpassed through several extensive

mexican vineyards or fields of
THE WONDERFUL 11 MAGUEY PLANT

whose chief use at the present time Is
for the manufacture of pulque the fa-
vorite drink of the mexicans we had
an excellent opportunity of seeing the
plant in its various stages of growth
and the manner in archwhich the saptap isa
extracted from its large succulent
leaves

the maguey is closely allied to if not
identical with the renowned century
planthantvant and in colder climates is said to
blossom but once in a hundred years
though here it matures in much less
time its trunk is often two teetfeet in
diameter and its broad thick leaves
the only branches the plant bashas are
from seven to ten feet long and weigh
from forty to fifty pounds each

when about ten years of age thethee cen-
tre seed stalk begins to develop thisis the signal for the husbandman to tatap
the lifebloodlife blood of the plant anddind witwith
dextrous hand behe reaches in among the
thorny leaves and cuts out the

hsas low down as possible leavinleaving
a basin like cavity into which the sapsap
from the leaves gradually collects
this juice Isis a clear sweet liquid andund
is removed at frequent intervals by
workmen who scrape out the cavity ateach visit with an iron instrument to
keep the plant bleeding

the sap is taken to a kind of a dis-
tillery where it undergoes fermenta-
tion and comes out a whitish ropey
intoxicating beverage having an odorthatisthat is very disagreeable to thosethosa un-
accustomed to its use it is then put
into curious bottles made of the skins
of animals whose bodies have been
skillfullyfullyuilyliy removed leaving the hide al-most whole and is readyreadi for marketit is said to bee a very wholesome drink
when used in moderation and thou-
sands of gallons are sold daily in
mexico A single plant will produce
about two gallons a day for as many
months as it has been years in matur-
ing usually from seven to ten

thehe maguey is also put to

otnerOTHEROTI EU AND BETTERhetter USES

its leavesleaver when bruised fornjorn a pulp
from which paper isii made they aarioalioisoigo
yield a strong which is manufac-
tured into sewing thread waxed ends
cordscordi ananafdroperopes of all sizes as wellweil as
a very durable kind of ciothcloth ieslesresemblingembling
coarse linen andadd a heavier variety
similar to burlap thothoughtigh muchinuek
stronger many kinds of brushes
mats saddle pads and other useful ar-
ticles are also made from these

therrhe leaves atit certcertaint in stages 0ofit
growth are used as fodder foranimals
and the trunk when properly cooked
forms a very palatable food for man

the leaves also form anin impenetra-
ble thatch for the humbler dwellidwellings
as well as affording the inmates an ac-
ceptablecep table fuellfuelfuei awhile pinsplus and needles
are made fromfroin the hardbard tough thorns
that line their edges inin snort this
miracle of nature combines in itself
food drink clothing and shelter for
man besidebesidessL materials for an almost
endless variety of articles fortor his com-
fort and convenience

at length we all reached ourdur desti-
nation and were admitted by the gate-
keeper into

tueTUB celebrated GARDENS

they are situated on and around a
conical hill of considerable height abdand
surrounded as far as we could see by a
hish stone wall of solid mamasonrymansourysoury

the history of this spot datesdaten back
almost to time immemorial as it was
the favorite rural retreat of the06 kings
and lordslordi of texcoco fortor agesaxes before
the conquest since that time athasit has
been the country resideresidence of various
noblemen and wealthy citizens and
surely a moreidore pleasant and picturesque
spot adlcoulduld not have been found for the
construction of a tropical edeal its
rare natural advantages for suchasuchs pur-
pose wereiffullyully appreciated by its an-
cient possessors who expended much
treasure in rendering it one of
the mostroost magnificent and dedelightfullightful re-
treats imaginable and their modern
successors have not been backward in
ffollowing their example aa evidences
of care taborlabor and skill are still mani-
festfest on every hand

turning to tiletiie right aa we entered
the gates we were conducted through

A GRIST MILL

of modern construction run by water
quite a rarity in this region where

water power is scarcescared and the
corn is mill ground b hand ialathethe
most primitive manner between two
stones and on making our exit
emerged at once into the beautiful aandaudnr
renowned gardens

passing along theth path which leads
from the mill the eyemye Is delighted with
the profusion of beautiful objects that
it meets on every handband on the left
and partly surrounded by a cleanly
weptswept walk of cement stands a very

pretty though somewhat quaint reresi-
dence

ai
which extends backward intoluto

the hill As we stood a fewlew molmoimoments
admiring its curious style of architec-
ture with its balconies
smallsmallsmail old fashioned doors aadnd win-
dows and high toneatone wallswills surrounded
by battlementsbattlemanbattlemen ts visions of the

ANCIENT ROYALKOYAL PALACE

which perhaps occupied the same
flirtedflitted through our minds we thought
of the many warlike lords wahoreho hadbad
successivesuccessively occupied the palace theirrude though luxuriant ilfelife the
feat of chivalry they had performed
and the many magnificent andana
banquet they had held therethenethereinariarl bidentolden
times from the large treestried whose
dense foliage overshadows thisthid djoidwell-ing we could easily imagine that thehe
great forests that once surroundsursurrounded thitbtbisNIS
spot for many miles and ormedformedit thetui
favorite huntinghanting grounds of montezu-
ma still waving in jhbth breeze anuand
affording protectorprotecton to the numtumnumerouserous
wild animals that claimed themthiem for
their homeshumes but aiasalasalasi the ruthlessru oss
hand of the spaniard as soon as tthishisfair land caniecanic under h Is control wan-
tonly destroydestroyedcd these grandraudrand old forests J

wherever they wereivere found simplysimp ay to
render the landscapeifIt we may be-
lieve the historian similar to thetha bf
his own castile whose most striking
feature is barrenness little did he
dream ofbf the inconvenience which this
thoughtless whim is biow causing hisbis
descendants wood Isiff aaan exceedingly
scarce and expensive article in mex-
ico

As we ceased our rereveriesverles andadd con-
tinued our ramblerumble over the smooth and
well kept walks which were someacme
times straight sometimes crookednow passing between level closely cut
lawns then over small hills andnudthrough grassygrasst ravines our fafanciesacles
were delightedlightedae with the variety andhimonharmoniouslousious arrangement of the count-
less flowers shrubs and trees with
which art had embellishedembellished natnatureurealal-
ready grand

geraniums a small house plantplankatat
home here reach ten feet lafeightla height
while fuschiashlas callcallalliesailles hyacinths
and other flowers growfrow withmithi equal
luxuriance the tautail cypresscypressi cedarand other trees with their immense
trunks dressed in thick robes of ivy
seemed to tower almost to theth akles
agn either side of the path while a

of leatheredfeathered sosongsterssongng8stero
among the branches and did thein ut-most to add to our enjoymentwe followed the windings of91 thibthispath until we reached the summit of
thetile hill where we rested a short timein a neat rustic arbor and commentedupon the unsurpassed loveliness olourof our
surroundings and expressed manmanyyaa
wish that our friends in utah could
sharebhart our days pleasure withith us

A coolceol spring of considerable size
bubbledbubblect up near where we sat f and inreply to myray ol01 astonish

ment at seeing a spring on the top of a
hillbill one of the company dryly re-
marked inid mexico people k

I1

CLIMBclinn FOR WATER AND DIG FOR I1

WOOD

iliadI1 had seen many things in this coun-
try that are quite contrary to what I1
had been accustomed but I1 viaswas hardihardly
prepared for such an assertion theproof of part of it however was be-
fore

be-
lore mynay eyes and I1 afterwardsafterwards learned
that in many parts of mexico the root
of the tree is used for fuel
the water iromfrom this spring is con-
veyed in pipes to various parts of the
gardens below the pressure being
summasufficientclent to supply a numbernumberofof beauti-
ful fountains

having climbed the hillbill on the north
side we concluded to descend on the
south the path winding somewhat to
the west As hadbad been the case ID our
ascent new surprises met us at every
turn of the path and many were the
expression admiration elicited by
novel anuanti ever varying scenes present-
ed

our descent was much more abrupt
and rugged than hadbad been the path we
climbed intactin fact the hill on this side
Is very irregular and steep and termi-
nates in an almost perpendicular cliff
of rocks at the foot of which runs a
small mountain stream

THE DEEP GORGE

occupied by this miniature river how-
ever aravezaveeave evidence that it had not al-
ways beenbeen a quiet murmuring brook
and might at any time be converted
into a mighty rushing torrent by the
heavy rains which sometimes fall in
this climate during the wet seasonbeason

notwithstanding the rough surface
of this side broken as it Is by number-
less huge angular stones that lie half
embedded in the hill it had nnolnotot been
abandoned to despair but on the
contrary had been rendered even more
picturesque if possible than the other
side great pains had been taken to
render every littleuttie nook and corner the
receptacle of somesoine handhaDdhandsomesome tropical
tree shrub or flower which was nursed
with skill and care and even the crev-
ices and small angular recesses in the
solid rocks were made to contribute to
the attractiveness of the place by sus-
taining small plants which drew their
nourishment iromfrom a handful of dirt
deposited there by the gardener when
nature had not already donesodoneho in
shortshott advantage had been studiously
taken of every op to render the
gardens beautiful labor skill and
money had been lavished upon the
place and not in vain for the enneffeffectlctlet
produced was truly wonderful and
magnificent

A rocky rugged audand comparatively
barren though picturesque hill is here
converted into an ideal eden thenathe na-
tural romantic appearance of the place
thehe hhistoricalorical associations connected
with I1atthetthe climate of perpetual spring
aandud the tropical vegetationI1 together
with the efforts of the most skilled
gardeners for agesall conspire to makemako
the visitor believe that he is sojourningsojo
in some beautiful fairy land

vewe had descended about half way
down the hill when an abrupt turn in
the path brought us to an opening in
the dense foliage and

TILETHE CROWNING PICTURE

ofbf ghethe whole place suddenly burst into
view on a flat horizontal ledge or
terraceilkelike shelf wwhich projected
from the cliff on the opposite side of
the stream before mentionmentionedediedt stood
one of the most picturesque and beau-
tifuliful chapels imaginable an iron foot-
bridge spanned the chasm and hung
some twenty feet above the stream
connecting the ledge with the gardens
jujustst below where we stood

crossing this bridge we entered the
0openandoordoor ofit the chapel and found that
tthee irregular though almost perpen-
dicular precipicereci pice had been utilized as
the south wall of the bullbulibuildingdlugdiug bitile a
huge natural projection ffromroin the cliff
formed mostmoist of the east end the
othera wallswalla were constructed of a
beautiful light greyhrey stone skillfullyfully
chiseled A ssubstantialu roof sur-
mounted by a belfry containing three
bells covered the whole the irregu-
lar walls erected by nature retained
their original shape and color inside
assui neither chisel nor whitewash brush
hhadad chanchangeded their appearance in the
leasteast sumeandsud the dusky hue of the dark
porphyryporphyry made a most striking con-
trastt with the white marble floor and
elegantly painted walls on the oppo-
site side

the interior of this half cave half
palace was decorated with images
pictures flowers and other ornaments
usually found in catholic churches
and thetho strange and peculiar effect
godiceproducedd almost baffles description
thehe pilpillarslarslarg archesarchest altar pulpit etc
were all made of stone as were also
most of the images embedded in themhd
wall at the northwest cornercomer ofot the
chapel was a large ancient aztec stone
of barkalark porphyry covered with curious
hieroglyphlestiest while in the opposite
cornercorhn

I1 was one ofot marble bearing the
spanish coat of arms and some inscrip-
tions they arearea doubtless valuable
curiosities dutout having no guide we
nywereere unableI1 to learn anything of their
history

leaving the chapel we Tecrossed the
bridge and visvisiteditei the celebrated

OF MONTEZUMA ly

as the natives call them though history
tells us they were excavated by one of
the kings of texcocoTexcoco andlind there is no
evidence that montezuma ever used
them they consist of a Islargerge caacavityty
which has been excavated in the solidso id
porphyry and filled with haterwater this
la asurroundedburrouaded 0onn one side by a dense

foliage and on the other by a cliff some
twelve or fifteen feet high fromirom the
top of which a corlouscopious stream of water
flows into the basinasin below thisarrangement enables the bather to
avail himself of a plunge or a shower
bath at pleasure an angular cavern
like dressing room extends back into
the cinncliff from the entranceofot which a
JUflightitt of stone steps also cutcutoutout of the
solidS d rock extends down into the
water it Is a delightful bathing place
and worthy the king who made it

having spent several hours in the
gardens and visited all the most inter-
esting featurefeatures we retraced our steps
to the kategateate of entrance where we
found a conveyance waltingwaiting to take us
back to texcocoTexcoco it was a large two
wheeled mexicanin

BURRO CART

and as the two most honored as wellwen
as most corpulent members of the
company stepped into the hind end
heyheybey almost raised the little donkeys in
front off their feet at last we all got
inin and after a careful adjustment oi01
the avoirdupois started back to the
citcity where wenye arrived afdera bountbounebounc-
ing ride which we will all remember

As the train would not leave for the
city of mexico for several hours we
ordered dinner at a restaurant in tex
coco and while it was preparing
whichwha took about two hours a num-
ber of the company visited the famous

CANAL DUGDUO BY CORTEZ

fforor the purpose of launching hisbis thir
teen shipssnips the first fleet that ever
sailed on american waters prepara-
torytoritorl to his renowned siege of the city
of mexico the vessels had been con
struttedted in separate parts at Tl ascali
and brought on the backs of friendlyf
indians to texcocoTexcoco a distance of about
eiotio miles there to be put together and

launched ilehe feared to take them
nearer the lake to put them together
and launch them lest shouldshoed
overpower the workmen and guard enttat
destroy the vessels so he sought t
sheltering walls of texcoco and ttetin
hadbad them put together he then tien

aloyed men for eight months ttto

dig this canal down to the lake thu
enabling him to launch his fleet right
in the city there is nothing stasarito
about this canal now it Isip partially
filled with dirt and a rank growth 01ol01

weeds and is used for a kind ol01 a1

drain in the absence of a better system
of sewerage

0ourur trip home was a very interesting
one during which wenye got our fimfirst
good view of the

HOARY HEADED VOLCANO

and its gigiganticantic snow
capped mate the ttwo col
clossal sentinels between which cortexcortez
with his little army firstarst entered the
beautiful valley of mexico in 1519 As
it did not happen to be cloudy in the i

evening as is generally the case during I1I1

the rainy season we also got an excel
lent view of the southern cross s
constellation in the far off southern
skies that corresponds with the 1 abig51
dippernipperdipnip er 11 in the northVveryery respectfully j

HORACE
I1XI

depression OF BRITISH
TRADE

SENATORR EDMUNDS has beedonbeanbeenoaenonon a

brief visit to en- andengland1
I since behe r-

eturned tiehe has expressed himself on tlethe

decline of british trade and manufa-
ctures

j

and the consequent appalling
distress among the masses of the pe-
ople he flippantly asserts the cause to

be overproductionover production and appears to be

inclined to the idea that the remedy

lies in a protective tariff
the real cause Is the practical shu-

tting out of british wares fromfram titthe

markets of tilethe world over produ-
ction is therefore but an effect of
real source of the mischief were titthe

markets of the globe open as ofot toreyore
to the products of the tight little
isle her producing capacity would t

barely equal to the demands uuponI1 on her

manufacturing resources bsheIC vavillvili
never regain the prestige
so long mademado her mistress of tiiethe

manufactures as well as the commercommentct

of the world her ailment Is becom
all cure fforor in every port she Is cohlcol
frontedfrontedwIthwith competitors in the contest
with whom she has not the ghost ofoilA
chance

the united states was formerlyformerir I1
source of wealth to great britainBrItaliliii b-
ecause americans were liberal papel
chasers of herhen wares NOW she Is shulshut
off by two powerful barriers apoa pr-
otective tariff and the growth of ma-
nufactures upon a liberal soil when

of raw material abounds
lain profusion the latter conditloi
would be sufficient without the tarla
to keep her manufacturing products
but of this country forfon instanceameAmbamericanrican calicoescalicoes can be laid down
in nianBlanmanchesterchester at half a centtent a yardyari
cheaper than thegeanthey can bsbe made
landand what chance would that country
havelave on this side of theaAtlantic I1H
that linlinee and otherothier classes of goods
are gradually approaching the same
comparative ratio so that not onlyonit u
this nation practically closed to eng
lishlisa manufactures but the united
states Is one of her gigantic and suc-
cessfulcessa ul competitors in all the marketmarkets
of the globe other countries are also

bininggaining ground upon her in the same
direction so that the prospects artare
fair forforb merchants to exclaim 11

despair before manymanxmany years behora
there are none to buylduybuy our mermerchan-
dise

chall
1 I1 J I1 r
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