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EDITORIALS. ine. The range was 1,000 yards, the| OTHER AND PERHAPS BETTER USES, |mentat seeing a spring on the top of a foliage, and on the other by a cliff some
U A : target was a perpend{culnr ledge of | 3o leaves, when bruised, form a p hill, one of the company dryly re- twelve or fifteen feet hig{l. from the

MEMOIRS OF U. S. GRANT.

Tue '* Personal Memoirs of U. 8.
Grant "’ is likely to have a very exten-
sive sale, being in the strictest sense
a ional work, having a national
character for its central flgure. It
opens with an account of the author’s
ancestry, and follows with a narrative
of his life, from his birth almost to the
closing scene of his remarkable career.
From the advance sheets, the charac-
ﬂei’ the work throughout can be es-
tima d. It is * A plain unvarnished

tale ™ of a life ot t interest. The
absence of high literary finish in the
narrative does not cause a deterior-
atipn of the story, but otherwise. The
simplicity ot diutjﬂn inspires all the
more confildence in the strict veracity
of 'the matter, whose vigor js- in-
creased rather than diminished by the
appearance of no effort at adornment,

he fact that the work was written
afterthe Generul was seized with his
Jastillness, and produced by him while
he was flighting his last battle under
the conviction that he was soon to
succuwmb to the common enemy, lends
itan additional interest. It was in-
tended by him to be a legacy to those
whom he should leave behind, asa
means of material support.

The San Francisco Chronicle tells
how subscriptions can be given to au-
thorized agents for the ““Memoirs’ so
that the family of General Grant wil
surely derive a benefit;

‘““The only anthorized agents on this
coast for the ‘*Personal Memoirs of U.
S. Grant’’ are J. Dewing & Co. of 420
Bush Street, this city. ey have sent
out an army of agents, each of whom
1s provided with a.prusiectus giving
sample pages of the book, with illus-
tratiops and different styles of bind-
ing. Each is also furnished with a
contract book in which the subscriber
binds himself to pay a certain sum to
J.Dewing & Co. on the delivery of
each volume. No agent can solicit
subscriptions for the genuine work
who does not possess a book of these
blank contracts bearing the name of

ewing & Co., and if any one who has
subscribed for the work. receives it
from any other firm than the one named
he may know that there is something
spurious about it. Mr. Dewing says
that the work of canvassing 1s goingon
rapidly. Many agents report that they
secured twenty subscribers on the first
day, and that the demand for the weork
exceeded their mest sanguine expec-
tations. In fact, the great sale of
Blaine's hiﬂtoay will be surpassed by
this work of Grant. The first volume
will be ready for delivery about the
Christmas holidays, while it is ex-
pected the second volume will appear
about the first of March.
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MODERN WARFARE.

Ix view of the inspired predictions
which have been uttered in regard to a
time coming when peace shall be with-
drawn from the nations of the earth
and the spirit of warfare poured out
until every man’s hand shall be against
his neighbor, a believer in them can
scarcely avoid the impression that
their fulfilment is near at hand when
he reads of the growing antagonism
- and desperation in various nations,and
also with the horrors of that time
when it does come, as he reads of the
progress being made in devis-

ibg death-dealing  agents. Dauring
the last half century especially man’s
ingenuity, has been taxed to the utmost
in this latter direction, until now the
methods resorted toin ancient warfare
appear childish and harmless compared
wﬁsh the vastly more effective means of
destroying life which are now known to

ankind. To the advancement made in

¢ science of chemistry more than %o

t in the line of mechanics is due
perhaps the changes that have been
wrought, The new explosives that
have been discovered during recent
vears and the new applications for
them which are being continually
devised, tend tc show more every
_ day the impotency of ordinary de-
. fensive measures when they have to
cu;g;vlth them. The heaviest battle-

:

me and the stoutest armor Aare
powerless to resist their terrible
effedts, and the subtle mannerin which
theycan be used renders them all the
more appalling to contemplate. War
now, with the use of these terrible ex-
plosives would be a very different
thintr even to what it wds during the
great civil conflict in this nation a little
more than a score of years since. We
alluded recently to a proposition
which had been made, and which
is declared to be quite feasible, of
spreading death amun(f an enemy
in a fortitled camp, city or else-
where, by dropping torpedoes trom
baloons, the effect of which can be
readily imagined, Almust-ﬂgually ter-
riblé are the effects produced by firing
explosive shells? prepared according
to recéntly aiscovered methods. The
Anaof Steel gives an aceount of exper-
iments recently made, under the direc-
tion of a military committee, in firing
shells charged with nitro-gelatine :

“ Four shots were fired with six-inch
shell carryving 1l-pound bursting

charges of nitro-gelatine, which con-
tain 95 per cent, of pure nitro-glycer-

solid trap rock om the south bank of
the Potomac. The first shot shattered
the rock for a radius of thirty feet and
hurled tons of rock in the air. The
second shell tore out the reck for 25
feet in diameter, and six feet deep In
the face of the ledge. This would
amount to over 200 tons of rock, re-
moved by a single shot from the face
of the cliff. The experts expressed
their belief that either shot would have

| similar

ul
from which ris made. They l..lg
vieldas bre which is manufac-
tured into sewing thread, waxed-ends,
cords and ropes of all sizes, as well as
a very durable kind of cloth resembling
coarse linen, and a4 heayv variet

to huritli. thouy ‘m
stronger, kinds of b

Man rushes,
mats, saddle and other useful ar-

wrecked any ship afloat,and would have
annihilated any wooden ship. The
safety of the system also seems to have
been fully established.”

If the foregolng be true, it mnyl

readily be seen how useless as a means
of protection it will be to plate ships
with iron or steel, and indeed, how un-
necessary it is to construct very heav

uns, whena shot of this kind
rom.asmall gun is suitficient to de-
stroy almost an
men can invent. War with such means
as these mentioned and others equally
hurrifiymg that might be mentioned,
would simply be wholesale destruction
and slaughter.
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LETTER FROM OLD MEXICO.

GARDENS OF TEXCOCO—USES OF THE
MAGUEY PLANT—NATURAL AND ARTI-
FICIAL BEAUTIES—BATHS OF MONTE -
ZUMA—CORTEZ' CANAL, ETC,

Criry oF MEXICO,

August 8, 1885,
Editor Deseret News:

Having visited most of the leading
places ot interest in ana near the City
of Mexico, (many of which have al-
ready been described by other corre-
spondents to the NEws) my friends and
I concluded, a few days ago, to take a
trip to the celebrated

GARDENS OF TEXCOCO,

which are situated about 40 miles al-
most east of here. About 8 o'clock in
the morning we boarded the train for
Texcoco, and reached that place after

‘4 pleasant ride of an hour and a half.

€XcOoC9, at present, does not differ
materially from other large cities of
this Republic, though for ages, and be-

y
fired |
obstruction which |

| The

oth
ticles are also made from these tibres.
The leaves at' cerain stages of
lgmwth are used as fodder for ani
and the trunk when p{dpeﬂ,r C
forms a very palatable god for man,

The leaves also form dn impe
ble thatch for the humbler dwellings,
as well as afferding the inmates an ac-
ceptable fuel; while pins and needles
are made from the hard, tough thorns
that line their edges. In short, this
miracle of na :
food, drink, clothing and shelter for
man, besides materfals for an almost
endless variety of articles for his com-
fortand conventence. , ~

At length we all reached our desti-
nation and were admitted by the gate-
keeper into e

THE CELEBRATED GARDENS.

are sitsated on and around a
conical hill of considerable height, and
surrounded as far as we could see by a
high stone wall of solid masonry.

The history of this spot dates back

| pose were fully appreciated by its an-

almost to time immemorial, as it was
the favorite rural retreat of the kings
and lords of Texcoco for uges before
the Conqueést. Since that time it has
been the country residence of various
noblemen and wealthy citizens, and
surely a more pleasant and picturesque
spot could not have been found for the
construction of a tropical Eden! Its
rare natural advantages for sucha pur-

oootetﬂ

netra- | gard

re combines in itself | the west,

{

marked; ""In Mexico people

CLIMB FOR WATER, AND DIG FOR
woob.”

I had seen many things in this coun-
try that are quite countrary to what I
had been accustomed, but I was hardly
prepared for such an assertion. The

f of part of it, -however, was be-
lore my eyes, and 1 afterwards learned
that in many parts of Mexico the root
of the mesquit tree is used for fuel,

I arran

The water Ifrom this spring is con-
veyed in pipes to various parts of the |
ens below, the pressure being'
sufficient to supply a number of beauti-
ful fountains.

Having chimbed the hill on the north
side we concluded to descend on the
south, the path winding somewhat to
As had been the case ip our
ascent, new surprises met us at every
turn of the path, and many were the
expressions ,of admiration elicited by
:dn?ul and ever varying scenes present-
Our descent was much more abrupt
and rugged than had been the path we
c!.l.mbez; in fact, the hill on this side
is very irregular and steep, and termi-
nates in an almost perpendicular cliff
of rocks, at the foot of which runs a

top of which a coplous stream of water
flows into the basin below. This
Eement enables the bather to
avail himself of a plunge or a shower
bath at pleasure. An angular caverp.
like dressing room extends back into
the cliff, from the entrance of which a
flight of stone steps, also cutout of the
solid rock, extends down into the
water, It is a delightful bathing place
and wcrthy the King who made it.
Having spent several hours in the
gardens anc visited all the most inter-
esting features, we retraced our steps
to the gate of entrance, where we
found a conveyance waiting to take us
back to Texcoco.
wheeled Mexican

BURRO CART,

and as the two most honored (as well
as most corpulent) members of the
company stepped into the hind end,
they almost raised the little donkeysiy
front, off their feet. . At last we all got
in, and after a careful adjustment o
the avoirdupois, started back to the
city‘ where we arrived after’a ““boune.
ing'’ ride, which we will all remember,

As the train would not leave for the
City of Mexico for several hours, we
ordered dianer at a restaurant in Tex-

Itwas a large two-

small mountain stream.
THE DEEP GORGE

occupied by this miniature river, how-
ever, gave evidence that it had not al-
ways been & quiet murmuriong brook,
and might at any time be converted
into & mighty, rushing torrent by the
heavy rains which sometimes fall in
this climate during the wet season.
Notwithstanding the rough surface
of this side, broken as it is by number-
less huge, angular stones that lie half

cient possessors, who expended much
treasure- in rendering it one of
the most magnificent and delightful re-
treats imaginable, and their modern
successors have not been backward in

| following their example, as evidences

of care, aborh:nd skill are still mani-

fest on every hand.

the gates, we were conducted through
A GRIST MILL

fore the Spanish sword wrought such | of modern construction, run by water
changes in Americs, it took the lead in | —quite & rarity in this region where
art, literature and civilization, and has | water power is scarce and most of the

been justly
Western Continent.”’

It was founded even before the City
of Mexico, by the Tezcucans, & nation
of the same great family with the Aze
tecs, whom they rivalled in power
and greatly surpassed in intel ectual
culture. It was the capital of a flour-
ishing nation whose laws and general
scheme of government were much
in advance of those of its coa-
temporaries, and who boasted of a
long and uninterrupted line -of sover-
ei
of
and barbarians
which would do credit to
heads of our enlightened age.

During the conquest it shared the
same fate as its neighbors and lost its
individuality in the amalgamation of
nations which followed.

The historic gardens are situated
about three miles from the city of Tex-
coco, and as there were no convey-
ances to be hired at the depot, the four
}'ﬂun(éeatnf the party {includlm:‘ my-
self) decided to start: out at once and
walk over, while the remainder waited
until one of their number could go up
town and procure a carriage,when they
followed.

The road leading to the gardens
P nsive

assed through several ex

Mexican vineyards,”’ or flelds of
THE WONDERFUL ‘*MAGUEY" PLANT,
whose chief use at the present time is
for the manufacture of pulque, the fa-
vorite drink of the Mexicans, e had
an excellent opportunity of seeing the
plant in its various stages of growth,
and the manner in which the sap is
extracted from its large succulent
leaves.

The maguey is closely allied to, if not
identical with, the renowned centu
Elant, and in colder climates is said to

lossom but once in a hundred years,

though here it matures in mu
time,

less
| Its trunk is ofteu two fezt in
diameter, and its broad thick leaves—
the only branches the plant has—are
from seven to ten feet lJong and weigh
from forty to fifty pounds each.

When about ten years of age the cen-
tre seed stalk begins to develop. This
is the signal for the husbandman to ta
the life-blood of the plaut, and wit
dextrous hand he reaches in among the
thorny leaves and cuts out the seed-

harmonious e
stalk as low down as possible, ledving | less ﬁowg;i-s,a:?r:? mmﬁm _ e
a basin-like cavity into which the sap | which art had embellished nttnﬁ.--ﬁ‘
from the leaves gradua.ll{ collects. | ready grand. n -
This juice is a clear, sweet liquid, and |  Geraniums, a small house plant at
is removed at frequent intervals by | home, here reach ten feet in height,
workmen who ﬂcraplbe out the cavity at | while fuschias ctl'gglial'. hyacinths
each visit with an iron instrument to |and other flowers ‘with -equal
keep the plant ““bleeding.”’ luxuriance. The . CYypress,
The sap is taken to a kind of a dis- their i

tillery, where it undergoes fermenta-
tion, and comes out & whitish, ropey,
intoxicating beverage, hﬂ.?inf an odor
that is very disagreeable to those un-
accustomed to its use. It is then pur
into curious bottlés made of the s

of animals, whose bedies haye been
skilfully removed, leaving the hide al-
most whole, and is ready. for market.
It is said to be a very wholesome drink
when used in moderation, and thou-
sands of gallons are sold daily in
Mexico. A single plant will produce
about two gallons a day for as man
months as it has been years in matur-
ing—usually from seven to ten,

ns, some of whom, though spoken |the hill.
in history as heathens, idolators | admirin
diplayed qualities | ture

crowned | small,

I'y | feature is, barrenness.

styled the ‘*Athens of the |corn is Still ground b_r hand, ia the

most primitive manner, between two
stones—and on ma.k'lni: our exit
emerged at once into the beautiful l.nc{
renowned gardens,

| Passing along the path which leads
from the mill, the eveis delighted with
the profusion of beautiful objects that
| it meets on every hand.  On the left,
and partly surrounded by a cleanly-~
swept walk of cement, stands a very
pretty, though somewhat quaint resi-
dence, which extends backward iunto
As we stood & few moments
its curious style of architec-
with its balconies, porticoss,
old-fgshioned doors and win-
dows, and high stone walls surro
by battlements, visions of the

ANCIENT ROYAL PALACE

which perhaps occupied the same spot, |

flitted through our minds. We though
of the many warlike lords who had

successively occupied the palace, thelir
rude thu:ﬁiz‘luxurlanrm €0 ﬂt&‘ﬂw
feats of chivalry they had performed
and the many mTiWIﬂng‘
banquets they had held there in ol

times, From  the | trees:
dense follage overshadows this dwell-
ing we could easily imagine :

E;?ttfiorem thnglum lhll;iﬂ‘?ll'_ Als
or many miles, and fo the
favorite huut{n -grounds o %%
ma, werejstill ﬁ‘rl.rh:g' 5,
affording protecton to the numerous
wild animals that claimed them for
their homes, Btst, alas! the r 8
hand-of the Spaniard, as soon as this
fair land came under his control, wan-
tonly destroyed these grand old forests
wherever they were found, simply to
render the lundscape—if we may be-
lieve the historian—similar to of
his own Castile, whose most striking

dream of the inconvenience which this

thoughtless whim is now causing his
descendants. Wood is -III*EIEOHI&(IJ

4 most to add to our

Y | share our day’s pl
A ceol spjlr'iug _m

fggm and expeusive article in Mex-
As we ceased our reveries and con-
tinued our ramble over the smooth and
well-kept walks, which were some-
times straight, sométimes crooked,
now passing between level c.lom!-'-cng
el S ssy mvisk 40 B
- Assy ravines, our faaci
wm_gl!ght«ly with ,thé ﬂm

Turning to tue right as we entered

unded |
{dowa the hill when an abrupt turn in

e

in the bremm&

-~ Little did ht_|

" {and

embedded in the hill, it had not been
abandened to despair; but, on the
contrary, had been renderedeven more
picturesque if possible than the other
slde. Great pains had been taken to
render every little nook and corner the
receptacle of somne handsome tropical
tree, shrub, or flower,which was nursed
with skill and care; and even the crev-
ices, and small angular recesses in the
s80lid rocks were made to contribute to
{ the attractiveness of the place, by sus-
taining small plants which drew their
nourishment from a handful of dirt
deposited there by the gardener when
nature had not already done so. In
short, advantage had been studiously
taken of every opprtunity to render the
gardens beautiful. Labor, skill and
money had been lavished upon the
place, and not in vain, for the effact
produced was truly wonderful and
magnificent.

A rocky, rugged and comparatively
barren, though picturesque hill, is here

L

1

coco, and while 1t was preparing
which

ber of the company visited the famous
CANAL DUG BY CORTEZ

for the ﬁ:urpuse of launching his thir-
teen ships—the first fleet that ever
sailed on American waters—prepars.
tory to his renowned siege of the City
of Mexico. The vessels had been ¢op-
structed 1n separate parts at Tl

and brought on the backs of friendl
Indians to Texcoco,a distance of abon
60 miles, there to be put together and
launched, He feared to take then
nearer the lake to put them togethe
and launch them lest theiAztecs 8
overpower the workmen and guard
destroy the vessels, so he sought
sheltering walls of Texcoco and then
had them put together, He then &
ployed 20,000 men for eight months »
dig this canal down to the lake, thu
enabling him to launch his fle

filled with dirt and a rank growth
weeds, and is used for a kindols

converted into an ideal Kden., Thena-

tural romantic appearance of the place,

the historical associations connected

with it,the climate of perpetuai spring,

and the tropical vegetation, together
with the efforts of the most skilled
gardeners for ages,all conspire to make
the visitor believe that he is sojourning
in some beautiful fairy land.

drain in the absence of a better systen
of sewerage.

Our trip home was a very interesting
one, during which we got our first
good view of the

HOARY-HEADED VOLCANO,
Popocatapetl, and its gigantic snow-

took about two hours—a num- |

et |
in the city. There is nothing strikiy
about this canal now. Itis p |

capped mate, Iztaccihuatl, the twd col- |

lossal sentinels between which Corte:

with his little army first entered the

beautiful valley of Mexico in 1519,

constellation in the far off nnutlmr:
skies that corresponds with the “Big
Dipger," in the north,

We had descended about half way

the path brought us to an opening in
the dense foliage, and . i

THE CROWNING PICTURE

of the whole place suddenly burst into
view. On a flat, horizontal ledge, or
terrace-like shelf, which projected
from the cliff on the opposite side of
the stream before mentioned, stood
one of the most picturesque and beau-
‘tiful chapels imaginable. An iron foot-
‘bridge spanned the chasm and hung
some twenty feet above the stream,
connecting the ledge with the gardens
just below where we stood.

" "Crossing this bridee we entered the
gmdoor of the chapel and found that
he irregular, though almost perpen-
dicalar precipice, had been utilized as
the south wall of the building, whaile a
huge, natural projection from the cliff
formed most of the east end. The
othergd walls were econstructed of a

| beautiful light grey stone, skilfully

chiseled. A _substantial roof, sur-
mounted by a belfry cuntaininF three
bells, covered the whole, The irregu-
lar walls erected by nature retained
their original shape and color inside,
as neither chisel nor whitewash brush
‘had changed their appearance in the
least, and the dusky hue of the dark
| ﬁm made a most striking con-
ﬂm;ﬂywﬂh :Eimite ﬂ:;arble hﬂmr and

eg walls on the oppo-
site side.

The interior of this half cave, half

{palace, was decorated with images,

pictures, flowers and other ornaments
us found in Catholic churches,
strange and peculiar effect
W almost baflles description.

he pillars, arches, alitar, pulpit, etc.
wereall made of stone, as were &lso
most of the images. Embedded in the
wall at the northwest corner of the
c was a large ancient Aztec stone
of porphyry covered with curious
i hics, while in the opposite
orner was one of marble bearing the
Spanish coat of arms and some inscrip-

o

and other trees, with mnw
mak:gmed in thick of lvy,
seemed to tower almost to the-

on either side of the path, while a
variety of feathered songsters flitte
among the branches ‘and did their ut-

ment, -
el i Fiiee: o
. ntil we reached ! - :
hill, where we rested a -

N
in a neat rustic a Lllll com)
veliness of our
B, eas of our

upon the unsurp
surroundings, and expressed many &

wish that our friends in U

HOX e

he maguey is also put to

| reply to

co
here we sat: and in

bubbled up near w
my expression of astonishe

{the kings o

tions. They are doubtless valuable
_ itien! ut having no guide we
ything of their

unable to learn an
ry.

'%’dng the chapel we recrossed the

the celebrated

&
bridge and visite
Y YRATHS OF MONTEZUMA,"

a8 the natives call t.hem,thnugh history
ﬁnuu they were excavated by one of
Texcoco, and there is no

ence that Montezuma ever used
m. Theyconsist of a large cavity
has been excavated in the solid
hyry, and filled with water, This
surrounded on one side by a dense |

ery respectfully,
Horace Cummyegs,

e
DEPRESSION OF BRITISH
TRADE.

SENATOR EDMUNDS has been on s
brief visit to England, Since he re
turned he has expressed himself onthe
decline of British trade and manufsc
tures, and the consequent appalling
distress among the masses of the peo-
ple. He flippantly asserts the cause ¥
be over;production, and appears to b
inclined to the idea that the remed
lies in a protective tariff,

The real cause is the practical shut-
ting out of British wares from th
markets of the world. Over produe
tion is therefore but an effect of th
real source of the mischief. Were th
markets of the globe open, as of yon
to the products of the “Tight Title
Isle,’’ her producing capacity wouldb
barely equal to the demands upon he
manufacturing resources, Blil?e wil
never regain the prestige which
80 long made her mistress of th
manufactures as well as the commen
of the world. Her ailment is beyou

As
it did not happen to be cloudy in the

evening, as is generally the case during
the rainy season, we also got an exce].
lent view of the **Seuthern Cross,” 3

.r'

all cure, for in every port she is cowr
fronted with competitors in the contes
with whom she has not the ghost of}
e U ited S

e Un tates was formerlys
source of wealth to Great Britain, be
cause Americans were liberal par
chasers of her wares. Now she is shi
off by two powerful barriers—a pr
tective tariff and the growth of mar
ufactures upon a liberal soil when
every,species of raw material abound
in protusion. The latter conditio
would be suflicient without the sarif

10 keep her manufacturing product

ouat of this coun

American calicoes can be laid dow
in Manchester at half a cent a
cheaper thaa they can be made in Eng
land, what chance would that count!
have on this side of thegAtlantic it
that llne? And other classes of goods
are gradually approaching the sam
comparative ratio. So that not only
this nation lpractica.liy closed to Eng-
lish manufactures, "but the Unitel
States is one of her gigantic and suc
cessful competitors in all the markets
Of the globe. Other countries are also
alning ground upon her in the same
irection, so that the prospects ar
fair for British merchants to exclaim
despair before man —4Behold
ht;ere’ ,3re mone to buy, our merchan-
se, |

try. For instance, whel




