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now if you will remember howow mmany
itif know howtimestimea you fallfail you aass

it to to lebe discouraged you will be able
bonab the truth of this doctrine laid 1

to sensebowssowsdown here that in order to exercise
faith in god you must know some
thingthane of his character and of

attributes for example we must
knowslowhisatla

that he is slow to anger abend
anan mercy and in goodness willingant inly anxious to forgive the repentantnayses notlot have these ideas of theU d jdwe
characterchaarrracier otof god we would fail we

wouldwoi faint by the way we would be

unable toto continue the struggle to
rise toL thefhe full inmajesty of the stature

in christ jesus our lordof manma
but

a
when the lord repeats for our con-

solation and over and over againatton over
that he tois slow to angerh truththis

thattsat hehisIs merciful and longsufferinglongsuffering
and kind beyond our compre

nevalonsti whenw we that
we fall dailybany yetvetyei willwin we ariseariaethough

trusting iriin the grace and mercy of
awlgod of this principle I1 thinkbeautythe
lais forciblyforcibly drawn out in a con-
versation

very
that takes place between je

apostles peter came tobus and the his brethren hewa thi some of andhim with5 lordtors how oft shall my brother
offend againstganst mme and I1 forgive him

I1 sen titimesnies I1 suppose that peter
that his proposition was athoughtwonderfullywonderfully merciful one very graci

would be a remarkable manthat itsac would forgiveforgiae his brother seven
ako to bewanted magnantmagnaniilehepeter was one of the most genrus too by nature it seemsectus of men
to rae in the glimpses we get of this

i life that you find inapostlesA ossotlesApobatminsmaa largenessiSSf eness
a nobleness

of soul a magnanimity
of bearing

which really exalts among
a broad liberalhefie wasbrethrenasder noble man shall I1 said

he forgivetorgive my brother seven times
1of jesus Iyou the answer say j

until seven times butnot to theeunto
until ventyfco times seven that gives

of comparison beyou an opportunity
tween the littlelittlenessness of man even at
big best with the noble magnanimity

jesus christ who was theof the lord know of his father ot01reflex as you
through him shone the attertratherautes the father then howgodautes 0orr I1

noble and even above the petty con-
ceptions of man is the mercy of god
and how we may rely upon it yet
do not think this attribute out of pro

with the other attributes ofportion
VW lnin him all the attributes of his
character are most beautifully blend
led and perfected e the quality
of mercimercy perhaps greater than he
dared reveal unto the children of men
toin in him yet balabalancingneing that quality

tiercy stands that of justice a jus-
tice which preserves his mercy from
becoming maudlin and unworthy of
41bod justice and judgment are the
habitations of his throne as well as

are papartsarts of his supreme ex-
ited character mercy the quality of
whichmch tein not strained tola mercy
bleedingblean lne himbim that gives and him that
face mightiest in the mightiest be
comine thene thrones monarch better
than ajate crown making earthly gov-
ernmentseramernmentsto most like gods when mercy
seasonsg justice r mercy grand and

will not in the adminisgreat aae0 it Is
oil of god be allowed to rob jus-

tice this all merciful being corncom
pas onate as he is will not look upon
to with the least degree of allowance

stu ikehe will condemn for it toIs hateful
to simhim but the sinner who repents
andaad desired to turn away from trans
frewsimia and thirsts after righteous

zilbledged is he for gods handband
extended to him and he will

I1 an ioebooe who seek after righteous
I1 edd wrare those who hunger

afterer torfor they
ed

mehie pretty clear that it teriff

necessary for us to know some-
thing about the character of god
in order to exercise faith in
him we must know some-
thing of his mercy we must be
able to trust his justice we must have
abiding faith in his judgment and
power or we cannot exercise faith un-
to life and salvation and that we might
have this knowledge so essential to our
faith he has sent jesus christ into
the world and he was god manifested
in the flesh if therefore you would
know god if you would become ac-
quaintedquain ted with the personage that sits
enthroned in the heavens and that by
his power called worlds and systems
of worlds into being and who governs
and controls in them according to his
sovereign will if you would know
something of the might the majesty
and the power of this supreme mind
that stands behind all the phenomena
to be seen in the universe look I1
pray you upon thebhe great peasant
teacher of JudeaJudeaUndand in him shall you
find all the fullness of the godlagodligodnaiad
bodily for he was in the tmimaeize of
god and he was and is the Medinmediatortor
between god and man the true repre-
sentativesenta tive of the father when phiip
puzzled somewhat with the seeming
mystic sayings of the lord jesus christ
about the father said to him lord
show us the father and itt suficeth
us he said and there is a
world otof agony in the tone of it have

been so ingi ng gme vtwithith yourou and yet
hast thou not known mema philip he
that hathbath seen kehathme hath seen the Fftfitther and how gayest thou thon shw
us the father oh slow of heart and
unready to believe the great mission
of the lord jesus christ to be the re-
presentative of the godhead here upon
the earth to hold all power in heaven
and in earth to be god manifested in
the flesh I1 say to you study godcod
through the character of the lord
jesus christ and you will find in him
every mercy every power every prin-
ciple of justice of judgment and truth
that are the habitation of the throne
of god for in himhavn as saith the scrip-
ture dwelt all the fullness of the god-
head bodily I1 know of no better re-
commendation to men who would be-
come acquainted with god than to ask
them to study him through jesus
christ

the third thing necessary to the ex-
ercise of faith in god untoolifelife and sal-
vation is an actual knowledge that the
course of life one is pursuing is ac-
cording to his will I11

I1 feel that this is not only the most
difficult part of this subject to treat in
speech but also the mostmoat difficult
thing for men to do that is to get into
a habit of living so that you shall know
continually that the course of life you
are pursuing is in harmony with the
will of god let me point out to you
how unrighteousness affects faith
how failure to arrive at this knowl-
edge that your course of life is in ac-
cordancecordance with gods will destroys
your ability to exercise faith and let
me say here without entering into too
nice distinctions that there toIs a differ-
ence between having faith and exer-
cising it just as there tois a difference
between having strength and putting
that strength to use I1 take it that you
have all seen a man of splendid phy-
sique ipin whose joints and limbs mus-
cles and sinews there reside wonderful
strength and yet if that strength Is
put to no particular use what good is18

it to him so to somedome extent and in
a certain way men may have ideas
concerning thesetheme great truths of which
I1 have spoken that laits ideas of the ex-
istence of god and some idea about

I1 his character but they never elferexerciseelse
that faith it does not become an incen-
tiveI1 to action it Is dormant and con-
sequentlyat it tois like the strength in the

I1

man I1 have spokenboken of it lain of little
service to them or to anybody else

but we will say that here tois an elderin israel who believes in gods exist-ence knows something about his char-acter and attributes and he is calledupon to exercise himself in the minis-try to exercise himself say in thehealing of the sick and it doesseem to me that if there tois one
position in which a man can feel hishiaweakness more than in another it iaiwhen he is brought face to face withthose who are sick and who desire to
be healed through his ministrationspeaking for myself I1 can say that atsuch moments every weakness every
imperfection of my own nature risesup like a mountain in front of me theunrighteous acts the blundering mis-takes made by me in my life all come
trooping in to break down if possible
the faith I1 would exercise suppose
now a man Is placed under those cir-
cumstancescumstances and he suddenly remem-
bers that only yesterday he gave way
to a fit of anger and passion and heblasphemed the name of god can thatman proceed with the ordinance of the
house of god for the sick I1 know not
how he could proceed the recollectrecollectionioD
that he had spoken blasphemy against
the namenaine of jesus christ ought to sealow

and I1 believe so far as strength andpower is concerned would seal his
lips andabid while he may speak the
words the power cannot be there until
he gets forgiveness of his sins hil
remembers perhaps that only last sab-bath he transgressed the law of god
and unnecessarily violated the quiet of
the sabbath day by the noise of his
labor I1 know not how such a man
can exercise faith even to heal the
sick to say naught of a faith that
shall take hold on salvation or per-
haps he remembers that he oppressed

brother in his wages that he was
cruel and unnecessarily harsh indisin hla
household or that he had staggered as
ho walked through the streets under
the influence of intoxicants or perhaps
he has walked after the lusts of theeyes and the heart loaded down with
the recollection of sins and transgres-
sions such as these I1 have enumerated
where is the possibility of exercising
faith in god under such conditions
call him to the bulpit let him strive
for the faith that lays hold of the pow-
ers of heaven and calls them down in tvtn

utterances to instruct and bless
the saints of god let him stand there
and attempt to exercise falthfaith wlthUthe recollections of these evils about
him and what must be the resultwith bowed head with fainting heardheart
it seems to me he must quit the pulpit
and first seek repentance and forgive-
ness of god relying upon his mercy
before he can wield the powers of
heaven for the salvation of the chil-
dren of men for be it remembered thepowers of heaven can only be handled
and controlled upon the principles ofrighteousness

now my brethren and stsistersaters I1 hope
you seegee what I1 mean in dealing with
this third principle essential to the ex-
ercise of faith unto salvation having
looked at it from the obverse side firstlet us look at the other side now just a
moment the positive si see
what strength comes when there teIs
resident in the soul of man the con-
sciousnessness that notwithstanding horbur
man weaknesses and imperfections
yet god approves of the course of life
he leads the pages of scripture are
luminous with instances of this kend
look I1 pray you at the father of the
faithful abraham tried every way
tested at every point touched upon the
kenderesttenderest chord of all his soul required
by the commandment of god to take
the son of promise and to place himupon the altar and ltlet the smoke that
should consume his flesh ascend up asaa
incense unto god tatpl to that very
point and yet he stood the test be-
lieving in and trusting the justice andmercy of god though the general


