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dence lo puhlie officials  and | figures appear. Aboutl3 per cent, iL
business wen of the town, and|peems, of the entire rallway mileage of

the resuit would have been disastrous
politically as weil as financially. 8o
the city took the matter np and is now
practically the owner of the capal.

The cost of the enterprise has been,
in round numbers, fifty million dollars
—a3 pretty good lpad for a single city to
carty in one department. From the
Mersey the cannl has followed in the
maln the line of the river Itwell. The
cost of ithe excavation bhas been enor-
mous, hecause of upexpected foalures
in Lhe soil, causing banks to give way,
elc. Au lmmeuwse amouul of ragk
masonty buas been required on this
account. Nor bas the cost been :in
money alone; lor the cousiruo-
tlon of the caual has been
allended by a oumber of
sprious accidents. At cue of theee Z5
men wers killed snd 40 injureq,
some of them for life, by a couple oi
rallway cars going over an embank-
ment upon & force of workmen engaged
in the excavation below,

Judgingz by the persistency which
attended the construction of the cansal,
it will not be the fauit o! the people ot
Mnrnchester 1f ite operation dces not
prove & BucCcess, At the outsel they
have a very serlous opposition on the

part of raliways. The cinal mau-
pgers apuoufniced n Eri for vessels
rron  Liverpool to Manchester tnat
wag less than the cost of hauling
freight by rail between the tw o cittes.
The thiree  great rallway sys-
teme that umite Manchesler apd

Liverpool and extend throughout the
counltty—the Loudon and Norlh-
weplern, the Liancashire and York-
shire, and the Midland or Cheshire
lines— immediately responded by mak-
fng Liverpool and Manchester ‘“‘com-
mon poiote* By this arrangement
freight will be trapeported by rsil be-
tween nll sections of Great Bruaiu
and Munchester or Liverpool ut Lhe
same rate, thus discriminating io fsvor
of the latler port, unless the tolls on
the canal should be abrogated vntirely.

Manchester and Its suburbs have,
however, s great trade themsel ves, and
it may be thal they will be abie to
wage u Buccessful contest with
the raifways antil the latter
are willing to enter an amicable ar-
rangement. The immediate sfects of
such a8 contestare, even to the people of
Mapchester themepslves, problrmatic,
though the people seem cinfldent that
in it the oanal will be able to meet
opurating expenses, and ultimately to
become u Jd)vidend paying fnstitution.
The canal will accommodate tbe great
majority of the ocean Ireight traffic,
apd some of the wmaller passenger
slemmers; but it will not admit auch
vessels as the Teutonic, Etruria, Parls
snd Campania, which draw more than
thirty feet of water, while the caunl I8
but twenty-six feet deep. There also
will be cousiderable local passenyger
travel, a8 the trip oo a small steamer
can be made 1n four or five hour-, the
large treight vesswis tARking double that
time,

A BAD RAILROAD YEAR.

Railway receivershipe and fore-
closures io 1893 js the subject of an

artlole in the Railway Age and
Northwestern Railroader of December
15, in which some startilng facts and

the country has gone into the hands of
receivers during the year, seventy-one
roads, with pearly 23,000 miles of line
and representing the enormous sum of
$1,288,000,000 of stocks and b.nods,
have failed. And thir does not include
iallures duting the latter part of the
month, smong which are the Atebisvn,
Topeka & San'as Fe, and the New
York & New England, with their vast
linbilities. The Joss caused by the failure
of such large concerne is exceedingly
deplorable, reaching as it does nol only
stnckholders and hondholders) but the
vast army of employes whose wages
are conpiderably reduced,

The fraiflway Age says that in ten
years 306 railway corporations have
bhecome insolveni; and it then makes
the following remark; It 1s evident
that the procese of Iosolvency ie
movinyg rapidly ou toward the point of
involving our entire railway system.
There must be an entire change lo the
altitude of the public and the lawa
toward capital itvested in railways, or
the ruin which these figures picture
wil] become general,*”

1t i imposeible to ascribe this state of
affalre to hard times alone, atter the
publication ot the atleged muneuvers of
the managere of the North+rao Pacific
and some other roads. A buge of public
confidence hy leading otficiale and ex-
travagance in the mapagement uare
probably rea! caueee of the dieasters
referred to, Rallway commuunieation
in the United Btates, wilth the vasl in-
land distances, is vilal to the existence
ot the countty io its present state of
high development. It can no more
cesse, Whthout disastrous results to the
country, than can the circulatio: of
bl.od in the human bidy without sus-
pending the functions c¢f the various

organs, Life reguires a mnever-
coasing pulsation, apd the pro-
greea  of  this  country depends
wu »  steadily growiog uet ol
rallways, carrylug the products of
tarmers, miners, slock aod shoep-

vwurrs and manulacturers, with ea‘ely,
regularity and cheapuess from ohe
pince to spother, If, thereiore, |t
should be fsund that thies vilal lnterest
lo the country caunot sately be irusted
lo individusa)s, the lime may arrive
when the demand shall become gen-
eral upon the government iv tuge the
mapayement of al Jenst the principal
roads in ite strong bande, This is &
proposiiion which has already found
warm advocales; it is aleo vDe whose
opponents, under such circumstapces
as we have c¢lted, will find their task
of defeating it ever aDd ever more
difficuit,

SPARE THE TREEs, PLANT NEW
ONES!

{n another column of thia jasue
Prof. C. A, Whitiug of the Uolversity
of Utah upndertakes a calm aad inter-
esting dlacussion of our pative forestes
fu Utah, snd poiuts out the duty of our
people with reference to the impor:.aut
forestry quention ap it applies directly
to ue. With the gentleman?s arsu-
ment, conpiusions and sugyestions the
NEWS 18 ip full and hearty sccord,
He scunde bpope too moou a Dote of
warulug which every cousideration
requires ue to heed. Tne conditione

which he depicis are so fumiliar and !
obvious that no one will be found tg 1
d syute them. His advice as to the
preservation of the remoanle of gur
menger forests, the plaoting of trees,
the organizalien of a  Furestry
Associstion—ail 1his ism sound, time-
1y aund in the highest dezree nec- '
evsraly, We bespeak [or the article
the tnvughtful perusal ot every reader,
snd ror ite concluding suggestious the
active interest npd quick acceplapce
of the leading men In every county of
the Territory.

Qo more thay one oceaeion receully *
the NEwS has commented on the
mporiance of the subject vt tree gul- 3
ture, in its relatious to the bealth and .
prusperity ol Lthe counolry; crilicizing,
atey, the reckiees and seemingly un-
contrelled "destruction ol the oalive |
forests, The matter ls at last i a fajy *
way to receive more effeclive goverp- ’
ments] potice thauy bhas heretofore beep
accorded it, though eflorts of » more '
or lers desultory character have ngt
been wantiug 1n the past to impose *
restrictions oo tree-slaughtetis 2 apg
extend eucouragement to Lree-plant-
ing, Io his recent report the 0. 8 °
pecretary of the interior gave the im.
purtant subject extensive mention, and *
80 also did the President In his regular
messagze to Coogress. We trust that
vothing but » bint will npow be ueces.
sary to arouse the people of Utah 1o
their vuty lu Lhe premises, and thatg
they will at ooce arrange L0 move oput
oo Lhe lines of intellicence toward the
preventich of further epoliatios anpd
the cure of the eviln already Wrought,
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FATAL NEGLIGENCE.
We bave alresdy commented upon
the immense finapeial losees suUBleiney
by the ruilroac corporations ,and their

vmployes during the fateful year just

closed, lLu the great ruilroad bipipesy .
ot the country Lhere are, however,

sther elements that have jnterest for

:he publis than Lthe mere kuvwledge of -
new muoh or how little the various
ilned pay their oapitalist stockholders
ur their lavorers on train or track, Qne
ot thepvslements ls the cavseand extent
of 1atatitiestorolling slock,em ployesany
putrons—stalistics of which are fur.
niehed from time to time, usualtly with
spme reluglance oun ihe part of the
roads, und lovariably with a certain
shook Lo the senaibililies on the part of
those who patronlze and ride npon
them. When weatre toly, for 1nstance,
Lhat at least one hundred perscons iost
their jives througy railway acoldents
during Auguet,Seplember and Qutober,
on their way to the Werld’s Fair and
bhomeward, most of us become sg
wotked up that we are tempied to
wgres with the Haslroad Gazsite 1n

‘| braudiug the ghastty fact as a “pg.

tigual humiliation.?” And when these
and simijar figures are coutioually
thrust before ug, and we wail in vain
for the railroads to give u satistactory
explan .tion of thela, we nie very ready
lo ngree, whether justly or nuot, with
the writer in last month?’s North Amer-
fean Heview,who attributes thie leariul
sacrifice of human hie to ‘‘vegligunce
i operation.” This ]atter writer, Mr.
Prout, mages & comparative stuay ot
casunities in this apnd the mother
couutry, and his copclusions are
tbat travellng by rail is &t least five ,
1



