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dence tola public officials and
business men of the town and
the result would have been disastrous
politicallypoliticallysisas well as financially soau
the city took the matter upUD and is now
practically the owner of theafie canal

the cost of the enterprise has been
in round numbers fifty million dollarsdollan

a pretty good load totoe a single city tuto
carry in one department promfrom the
mersey the canal has followed in the
main the line of the river arwellirwell the
cost of the excavation has been enor-
mous because of unexpected features
in the soil causincausing banks to give way
etc an immense amount of rookrock
masonry has been required on this
account nor has the cost been in
money alone for the construc-
tion of the carialcanal has beebeauu
attended by a numberdumber of
serious accidents at one of these 25
men werevere killed and 40 injured
some of them for life by a couple or01

railway carscare going over an embank
upon a force of workmen engaged

toin the excavation below
judging by the persistency which

attended the construction of the canal
it will not be the fault otof the people of
manchester if its operation does not
prove a success at the outset they
have a very serious opposition on the
part of railways the ccinalnal man-
agers announced a all lor
from liverpool to manchester enat
was less than the cost of hauling
freight by rail between the two cities
the three great railway sys-
tems that unite manchester and
liverpool and extend throughout the
country the london antiand north-
western the lancashire and york-
shire and the midland or cheshire
lines immediately responded by mak-
ing liverpool and manchester com-
mon points 21 by this arrangement
freight will be transported by rail be
tween all sections of great britain
and manchester or liverpool at the
same rate thus discriminating in favor
of the latter port unless the tollstolle on
the canal should be abrogated entirely

manchester and its suburbs have
however a great trade themselves and
it may be that they will be able to
wage a successful contest with
the railways until the latter
are willing to enter an amicable ar-
rangementran gement the immediate effects of
asuchu ch a coconin test are even to tthehe people of
manchester themselves problematic
though the people seem that
in it the canal will be abla to meet
operating expenses and ultimately to
become a dividend paying institution
the canal will accommodate the great
majority of the ocean freight traffic
and some of the smaller passenger
steamersste amere but it will not admit such
vessels as the teutonic etruria paris
andana campania which draw more than
thirty feetfeel of water while the canal is
but twenty six feet deep there also
will be considerable local passenger
travel as the trip on a small steamer
can be mauemade in four or five hour the
large freight vessels taking double that
time

A BAD RAILROAD YEARTEAR

railway and fore
closures in 1893 isia the subject of an
article inia the railway age and
northwestern railroader of december
1615 in which some startling factsbaota sodand

hgfigured appear about 13 per cent it
seems of the entire railway mileage of
the country has ponegone into the hands of
receivers during the year seventy one
roads with nearly miles of04 line
and representing the enormous sum of

of stocks and binds
have failed and thie does not include
failuresallures during the latter part of the

month among which are the atcy isoo
topeka sanssana fe and the new
york new england with their vast
liabilities the lossjoss caused by the failure
of sucheuch large concerns is exceedingly
deplorable reaching as it does not only
stockholders aridand bondholdersbond holders but the
vast army of employeeemp loyes whose wages
are considerably reduced

the age saysbay that in ten
years railway corporations have
become insolvent and it then makes
the following remark it is evident
that the process of insolvency is
moving rapidly on toward the point of
involving our entire railway system
there must be an entire change in the
attitude of the public and the laws
toward capital iiiiuvested in railways or
the ruin which these figures picture
will become general

it is impossible to ascribe this statestae of
affairs to hardbard times alone after the
publication of the alleged maneuvers of
the managers of the north ru pacific
and some other roads abuse of public
confidence by leading officials and ex-
travagancetravagance in the management are
probably real causes of the disasters
referred to railway communication
in the untiedunited states with the vast in-
land distances is vital to the existence
ot the country in its present state of
high development it can no more
cease without disastrous results to the
country than can the circulation of
ahod in the human abdy without sus-
pending tbtbt functions ofct the various
organs life requires a never
ceasing pulsation anuand the pro-
gress of this country depends
i nD a steadily growing net of
railways carrying the products of
farmerefAr mero miners stock and sheep
dowursra and baety
regularity and cheapness from one
place to another if therefore it
should be cjufaundnd that this vital Interinterest
to the country cannot safely be trusted
to individuals the time may arrive
when the demand shall become gen-
eral upon the government tto0 take the
management of at least the principal
roads in its strong hands this is a
proposition which has already found
warm advocatesadvocatetk it tola also one whose
opponentsop under such circumstances
as we havehalve cited will find their task
of defeating it ever and ever more
difficult

SPARE THE TREE i PLAN FI1 NEWMEW
ONES I1

in another column of this issue
prof CJ A whiting of the university
of utah undertakes a calm and inter-
esting discussion of our native forests
in utah and points out the duty of our
people with reference to the impo raut
forestry question as it applies directly
to us with the gentleman 96 argu-
ment conclusionsconclusion and suggestions the
NEWS lais in full and hearty accord
liehe bounds none too soon a note of
warning which every consideration
requires us to hoodheed toe conditionsconditians

whichh be depicts are soeo familiar and
obvious that no one will be foufoundnd tote
cisd diuteute them his advice as to the
preservation of the remnants of our
meager forestsforest the planting of trees T

the organic mon of a forestry
I1 association all this is sound time-
ly saidaud in the highest dewreedecree nec-
essary we bespeak for the article
the thoughtful perusal of every reader
and or its suggestions the
active Interinterest and quick acceptance
of the leading men in every coulty of
the territory p

on more thauthan one occasion recently
the NEWS has commented on the
rump ortance of the subject of tree cul-

ture in its relations to the health and
prosperity or the country criticizing
alsoaleo the reckless and seemingly un-
controlled destruction of the native
forests the matter is at last luin a fair
way to receive more effective govern
mentmentalal notice than has heretofore been
accorded itir though efforts of a more
or less desultory character have not
been wanting in the past to impose
restrictions ouon tree g ana
extend encouragement to tree plant
ing in his recent report the 0 8
secretasecretaryrj of the interior gave the im-
portant subject extensive mention and
so also did the president in hisbis regular
message to congress we trust that
nothing but a hintbint will now be neces-
sary to arouse the people of utah to
their siuty iuin the premises and that
they will at once arrarridigeige to move out
on the lineslinea of intelligence toward the
prevention otof further spoliation and
the cure of the eveln already wrought

FATAL negligence
we have already commented upon I1

the immense financial losses sustained i

by the railroad and their
employeremployeo during the fateful year just i

clobescloseci inID the great railroad business
or the country there are however J

other elementselementb that have interest toor
the public than the mere knowledge of 1

now much or how little the various 1

lines pay their capitalist stockholders
ornt their laborers on train or track one i1

or these elements is the causlandcau seand extent I1

of wall ties to roiling stockem i s

patrons statistatisticsstica of which are furfar
n lobed from time to time usualusuallyay with Jsome on the part of the 4J
roadsroade and invariably with a certain
shookshock to the sensibilities on the part of 1

those who patronize and ride apon 1

thamthe ni when we are told for irinstanceistance y

that at least one hundred persons lost l
their lives through railway accidentsacci dento
during august september and october
on their way to the world fair and
homeward mostmoat of usua become soBO
worked up that we are tempted tto
agree wita the railroad in 1 I
branding the ghastly fact asa a na
dional humiliation and when theem
tadnd similar figures are continuallyliy A

A1

I

thrust before us and we wait in vain
foxfor the railroads to give a satisfactory
ezelan tion of ththembrowewe are very ready
to agree whether justly or not with
thehe writer in last monthsmonthlenorthnorth amer

wan attributes this fearful
sacrifice of human lifefile to negligence
in operation 18 this latter writer mr
prout maxesmakes a comparative study of
casualties in this and the mother
country and his conclusions are
that traveling lyby rail lain at least five


