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W YORK, 13.-—Thh-ﬁrﬁ'llbiin’é
is ulton’s statement.:
6 tlemen of the Committee:

n“-‘pelﬁ!’vmlﬂﬂ b&hfd
stgted thatT wo ;-‘Jyoﬁr‘ ,
p ce such documents as I had,
and'make such a Btateman‘lggf._faﬁ

as had come to my knowl
t

subject of your inquiry.

fully decided fo.de-so, apd have
pregﬂ red l]:;ﬁ tt&iéinon’tr J facts™as
sustained by documents, and made
frpm an exhibition of all the pap-
ers that have come inany way into
my possessien:bearing on'theeontro-
versy between the parties. That
statement,of courde; must ‘
more or less force upon one or the
other of them. On mature reflee-
tion, aided by the advice of my
most valued friends, I have recon-
sidered that determination, "and
am obliged to say to you that I
feel compelled, from a sense of duty
to the parties, to my relations to
their contreversy, and to myself,
neither to make the statement nor
to produce the documentis. When
I first became a party to the un-
happy contruversy between Beech
er and Tilton I had no personal
Knowledge, nor any document in

my possession, which could affect |

either; everything that I knew of
fact, or have received of papers, has
come to me in the most sacred con-
fidence, to be useds for the pn,tcfmﬂ
of composing and settling all diffi-
culties between. thém, and jof:pre-
venting, so far as possible, any
knowledge of their private affairs
being brough titg the,public 1®lice.
For this purpose . all .their matters
have been entrusted {0 me, and for
none other. IfI should do now as
I then proposeds it would be, not
for the purpose of peace and recon-
ciliation, buf: to ¥eluntarily take
art in a controversy which they
1ave seen fit to renew between
themselves, How faithfully, ear-
nestly and henestly T have labored
to de my: Quty. te the parties for
peace they both know. The ques-
tion for me to settle now for
myself, and no other, is, ought
I to do anything against
either party in the renewed
controversy by the use of that
which I received and haye used
only to promote harmony? Onmy
bonor and conscience I think I

UW e Jisk ‘(?if
of misconstruction av

vitupera-
tion may,.come upon me, [
must adhear to the dictates
of my own judgment and
preserve, at Jeast, my own self-re-
spect. 1 call attention again to the

fact that yours mere voluntary
tribunal, and & whah#-&i
here is done by a voluntary and not
compelled witness. Whether be-

©Ppo

shall ever produce these papers, or
give any of these confidential state-
ments, I reserve to myself to judge
of the emergency, which [ ho

may never come against my wish,
as L mever have heen in sympathy
with a renewal of this conflict. A
part of these documents have been
given to the publie, and in so” far
confidence in regard to them has
s but just, therefore, and

the wh

ole of
jons of which
D' 0y, - 1d be
ut into y In response
to the thrice-renewed request of
the uﬂu?nﬂttﬂu I have t
copies 'of them, “which I'p
here and- place in the bands of the

comimittee, with the hope or re-|
n ex-
amined by them, they may be re..
If any controversy |

quest that after they have

turned to me.
shall arise as to the authenticity of
the copies or of the documents,
on that point I shall hold myself
open to speak, with this exueﬁtian,

 of my onor

wm?.&%eﬁ of my. course Fz'

in all this unfortunate, unhappy
business; the purity and candor of
which I appeal to the consecienge of.

both parties to sustain. I do nntTthat until Tilton fell into dis-

propose, and hope I may never he
called upon ‘hereafter, to speak
either as to the faects or to produce
any paper that I have received
from either of the parties involved

WO AW S hay

» et
oss-examination Mr. Win-
slow expressad regret. at the, deci-
sion of Moulton,on whom the ¢om-
mittee had relied for muéh jufor-
m&tiifﬁ and Explﬁ.natiun, huli he-ad-
ded that this being a voluntary
tribunal, suchwtt'stiﬁ%ﬂ}' could not

."' - : ;.I‘:'.-i-‘lr---. -.

T had

né l

be scompelled. ~ Mowlten -sh
have laid before the committee the
original letters, with what he knew
of the circumstances under which
they were written. Moulton said
he would produce the originals if
his word was called in question,
and the committee sheuld see them

(a4

but not have possession.
was voted that Mr. Winslow be

nd examine a
menis. .. > T
The following is a =

nd verify the docu-

fore any tribamal ha,vig% wer
luction of thel
EreEps Spsests 7 00

|
with |

!

ynopsis of
Beecher’s statement— ~
‘ L aat o HNeéw Yo'k 13.

‘““Gentlemen of the Committee,
in a statement addressed to the
public on the 22d of July
gave aw ‘expligit, comprehensive,
and solemn denial to the chargel+
made by ‘Theodore’ Tilton against
me; that denial [ now repeat and
affirm. I also stated i that com-
munication that I should appear
befere your committee with a more
detailed statement and explana-
tion of the facts in the case,

“Feour years ago Theodore
fell from one of .the mest promin-
ent editorial positions In "America,
when he re the cause of
Religion, Humanity and Putriot-
ism, and in a few menths became
the associate and representative of
Vietoria Woodhull, and a friend of
her strange cause. By his follies
he was” bankrupt in reputation, in
occupation and in resources. The
interior history of which I am now
to give a brief outline is a history
of _Ela attempts to so employ him-
self as to reinstate him+in business,
to restore his reputation, and place
him again upon the eminence from
which he had fallen. It isa sad
history, to the full meaning ef
wdhich I have but recently awaken-
ed.

“To that promise, his self-con-
fessed failure has made clear to me,
what for a long time [ did net sus-

ct—the real motive of Tilton.

y narration does not represent a

authorized to go with Mr. Moulton

last, 14

Tifton |

ld {by me, but accepted by me as sin-

cere. The Golden Age had been
started; he had capital te carry it
on for a while; he was to head a
great social revolution with return-
ng prosperity. He had apparently
no griefs which could not be cover-
ed by his signature to the articles
of peage, yet changes in the cove-

. 'On motion of Mr. Cleveland iH*mnt were made by him before sign-

ing, and represented to meas neces-
sary merely to relieve him from
the imputation of having orginated
it. He cireulated certain old slan-
ders about me,but when he thought
he wason the road to success his
conduct toward me was friendly,and
I could afford to lJaugh at his assum-
ftiun of superiority, since I retain-

d the prefound impression made
upon me as explained in the follow-

'ing narrative. At almost every
step I fell into new complieations

and difficulties. Tilton ever tried
to coerce my honor and conscience
for proeuring his extrication at m

expense. Tilton knew me well
enough to work on the sympathe-
tic side ef my nature, to which he
addressed himself for four years,
using unscrupulously my attach-
ment to friends and to his house-
hold and to himself. Not blind to
his faults, but resolved to look en
him as favorably and hopefully as
possible, and ignorant of his deeper
malice, I Jabored earnestly; even
desperately, for his salvation. For
four years I have been trying to
feed his insatiable egotism and to
make the man as great as he con-
ceived himself to be. I besought
him to separate from his disreputa-
ble associates, and aseribed to my
own agency tfm ruin he constantly
was bringing on himself, and
which I was endeavoring to avert.
At a later stage he created difficul-
ties apparently but to drive me to
fresh exertions. I discountenanced
his evil associates, only speaking
well of his good qualities and abili-
ties. I still believed him possessed,
I could not believe him bad as my
friends did, and trusted to ‘the

single standpoint, only as regards
my opinion of Tilton. It begins
at my cordial intimacy with him
in his earliest career, shows my
lamentation and sorrowful, but
hopeful, affection for him durin
the period of his initial wanderings
from truth and virtue; it describes
my repentance over evils befalling
him, of which I was made to
believe myself the cause; my per-
seveling and friendly but despair-
ing efforts to save him and his

Whatever{ qamily. by any sacrifice.of myself

not absolutely dishonorable, and
my growing conviction that his
perpetual follies and blunders ren-
dered his recovery im ible. 1
now see that he is and has been,
from the beginning of thisdifficulty,
a selfish and reckless sghemer pur-
suing a plan of mingled good and
hatred, and weaving about me a
network of suspicious misunder-
standings, plots aud lies, to whieh:
my own innocent words and Agts

nay.even my thoughtdofkindness,
towards him, have been made to
contribute.

““Phat my course has been blind
¢o long as to the real motive of the
intrigues going on around me was
due té my overwhelming public
duties and to my surrender of this
affair to the hands of .loulton, who
was intensely confident of bei
able to manage it successfully.

o

o

| friendly intervention a perpetual

Mog n reported in a geperal wuy
__ "é?sb%enﬂd:ianmﬁf _ ) ymment
on 'the situation w d at' th
time complete. Immerse imt‘n{r;

in Ii;:cmant.dcareabaud l?utiea, and
only too glad to be relieved from
considering the details of a wretch-
ed complication, the origin and
fact of which remain in spite of all

burden to my soul, I would not
read in the papers about it, [ would
not talk akout it. I made Moulton
for a long period my confident, and
my only ckannel of information.
From time to time suspicions were
aroused in me by indications that
on was acting the:partrof am

, but these suspicions were
rapidly allayed by his own bebhavior
towards me. It is plain to me

grace and Jost his salary, he
nevér thought it pecessary to as-

ng [ family was

germs of good which I still believed
were In him,

- ¢“Moulten came, first as a school-
mate and friend eof Tilton, who
would serve him without wrong-
ing him. He said he saw clearly

£ | how this was to be: done, s0 as to

restore peace and harmony to Til-
ton’s home; and happily end all
misunderstandings, I never doubt-
ed his friendship for me. What
ever he wished me to do I did, un-
less it scemed wrong. My confid-
ence in him was my only ' security
in this confasion of tormenting
perplexities. Duaring this troublous
time I felt that secret machinations
were going on around me, and
knew that the vilest slanders con-
eerning me were in circulation
when some one of my dearrelatives
were set against me, and the tattle
of a crowd of malicious J'vomen,
hostile to me on other grouids,
was borne to my ears. When i
had Jost the ]Jast remanant of faith
in Theodore and hope for him;
when [ heard with unspeakable
remorse that everything I bhad
done had made matters worse;
when all attempts to avert his pub-
lic trial only brought gseandal on
me; his unhappy wife was under
his ‘dictation, signing papers and
recantations, and the destruction
from which [ had tried to save his
oured on other fami-
lie«. ' The church and the commu-
nity believed me buried under
heaps of rubbish from whieh only
my professed friends could extri-
cate me. Bellaving that he would
do se I maintained the silence he
enjoined until Tilton attempted.
through Frank Carpenter, to raise
money from my friends by openly
assailing me in letters to Dr. Bacon.
Thereupon I ecalled for an investi-
gation.' For the delsy in publishing
the details I 'am net responsible.
All the harm 1 so long dreaded
and have striven to avoid has come
to pass. The time has, however,
arrived when I ean speak in vindi-
cation of myself, I laborunder the
disadvantage of a poor miemaory on
dates - and details, and these past
four years of “my life have lLieen
filled with a multiplicity of labors
and duties which fallapona clergy-
man more thanon any " other pub-
lic man. "This is myy position.

sail me with charges he pretended
to have had in his mind for six |
months. The alleged domestic of-

fence was quickly and easily put
, but yet it was to keep i,
feelings stirred up that I m}gﬁ
rough my triends, be uséd to ex-
tract from Mr. Bowen seven thous-
and dollars, the amount claimed in
their dispute. The check for that
sum, in the hands of Mr. Tilton,
which signed the agreement of

peace and concord, was nol drawn

“I know my innocence without
being able to prove it with detailed
explanations. ©~ I am one upon
whom , trouble works iowardly,
making me outwardly silenf, but
rﬂverhemting in the chambers of
my soul, and when at length I'do
speak it is a pent up floed and
pours without measute or modera-
tion. I inherit a tendency to sad-
ness, the remains of positive hypo-
condria in my father and grand-
father, and in certain mosds of

I
reaction the world becomes black,
I see very despairingly. 1f 1 were,
in such a mood, to speak as I feel,
I should give false colors and ex-
aggerated proportions to ava?r-
thing. This manifestation is
such contrast to the hopefulness
and cou which I experience in
ordinary times, that none but those
intimate with me would suspect
me, go full of overflowing spirit and
eager gladsomeness, to have within
me care and i][mm. Some of m
letters to Mr. Moulton reflect this
morbid feeling. He understood
and, at times, earnestly reproved
me for indulging it. With this
preliminary review I proceed to the
narration. _ .

I first knew Tilten as reporter of
my sermons, He was thena youth,
working on the Observer. Thence
he to the Jndependent, and
beecame a favorite with Bowen. In
64 I became editor of the Jndepen-
dent, one inducement held out to
me being that Tilton would assist
me, and relieve me from routine
work. In this way I became much
attached to him,and we became the
most confidential of friends. While
my family enjoyeu their vacations
my duties kept me in the city. I
took my meals imn the families of
friends, and became so familiar
with theirchildren and houses that
I went in and out daily, almost as
if at home. 'Tilton often urged me
to make his house a home, men-
tioning, in extravagant terms, his
wife's esteem and affection for me.
Finally I began to visit- his house,
which he sought to make attrac-
tive. He urged me to bring my
books and papers there, and do my
weiting in his ﬂtudy. In 63, dur-
ing my absence in England, he be-
came the responsible editor of the
Independent, and later editor in
chief, .

““In 66, on account of my Cleve-
land letter, he made violent as-
saults en me through the Zndepen-

| loose notions of marriage

Christ and the articles of the or.
thodox faith, and his views of the
sanctity of marriage were constant-
ly changing in the direction of
free love.

““My last visit before the trouble
was in July, 1870, when Mrs. Tilton
was sick. She was much depress-
ed, and I cheered her as -best I
could, and prayed with her. Itis
sufficient to say, that at no inter-
view which ever took place belween
Mrs, Tilton and myself did any-
thing occur which might not have
occurred with perfect riety be-
tween a brother and sister, bétween
Jather and child,between a man of
honor and the wife of his dearest
friend, nor did anything ever hap-
‘pen which she or 1 sought to conceal
Jrom Mr. Tilton. ey I

“When Tilton wrote editorially
for the JIndependent, of which T
was supposed to be eét.on, his views:
called out denunciations upon me:.
I disclaimed the articles and the
views expressed therein, My bro-
ther Edward, in Illinois, remon-
strated so strongly that Bowem
decided to remove Tilton, or to
suppress his peculiar views. Til-
ton, however, seemed firmer in his
and di-
vorce, and this led to starting the
Advance in Chicugo, to supersede
the Independent, wen felt that
Tilton’s influence was injuring the
business, and Tilton appears to

{ have credited this feeling to my in-

fluence on Bowen. pat
~ “In December 70, a young girl,
whom Mrs. Tilton had educated,

came to me with a request to visit
Mrs. Tilton at ber mother’s; she
said Mrs, Tilton had gene to her
mother’s in consequence of ill-
treatment from her husband; and
told with downcast loeks how Mr.
Tilton had entered her chamber
and besought her eonsent to his
wishes. 'Mrs. Tilton gave accounts,
of her husband’s despotism and
questioned wheiher she should re-
turn or separate from him. T ask-

dent, and my connection with the
paper was severed, and though we
remained friendly, yet there wasa
coolness between us in matters of
politics. While a!t.l:inf for a por-
trait with Page, at his request,I
first met Moulten. During this
time I never received the slightest
hint from Tilton or any member
of his family that there was dis-
satisfaction with my familiar rela-

==

ed my wife to see and advise her,
and she declared that no considera-
tion would induce her to return to
such a man, but she reserved her
advice till- next day, when, being
detained at home, she wrote that
her advice was to separate and set-
tle the matter of support. 2
““In December ’70, -Mr. Bowem
left at my house a letter from Til-

tions with his household. Tilton
never complained of my
til he began to fear that the Jnde-

nt would be taken from him,
nor did he break out into violence
until on the eve of dis

from both re
E;I:le U nion,

and JFBroo
Bowen. .

“During these years of intimacy
in Tilton’s family, I was treated as
a father or elder brother. Children

owned by F

ton, of which the following is the

visits un- | substance:

“‘Henry Ward _Bcech'tr—-
¢ ‘For reasons which you expli-

ssion | citly know, and which I forbear o
the Independent |state, I demand that you withdraw

from the pulpit and quit Brooklyn
as a residence,”

‘I read the letter twice, unable
to comprehend its mming, and
handed it to Bowen, and a conver-

were born. Children died. They
learned to love me and frolic with
me as if I was one of themselves,
[ leved them, and had for Mrs, Til-
ton a true and honest regard, She
seemed to me an affectiopate
mother and n devoted wife, looking
up to her husbtand as one far above
the common race of men, and
turning to me with artless famili-
arity and with entire confidence,
With a childish appearanee, she
was naturally childlike in nature.
I would as soon have miseonceived
the confidence of the little girls as
the unstudied affection which she
showed me, Delicate in, health,
with a cheerful air, she was bound-
less in sympathy for those in

sation ensued, when the reasons
for reducing Tilton to a subordinate
position on the 1 nt on ac-
count of his loose vnr life came
pouring forth, and BoWwen weigh-
ed the consistency of re h
E‘?B}l as a cm:ltrilzg:;.or.. 2 o
‘] spoke under this great provoca-
tion m the previous revelation
conc¢erning his domestie life. Bow-
en ridiculed the letter he brought,
and said I might rely on him if,
trouble came of it. I have no doubt
my influence decided his final over-
throw, and thinking thus [ became
very unhappy over Tilton’s misfor-
tune. It appears that Mr. Tilton,
 hearing that my influence brought
about his discredit with Bowen, ex-

trouble, and Jabored beyond her

strength for the poor. She had
charge once of a married women’s

class at the Bethel DMission
School, and they perfectly wor-
shipped © her. I gave  Mrs.
Tilton copies of ~my beoks

when published, and I sometimes
sent down from my farm flowers to
be distributed among the dozen or
more families, and she occasionally
shared them. The only present of
value I ever gave her was on my
return from Europe in 1863, when
I distributed souvenirs of my jour-
ney to some fifty or more persons,
and to her I gavea simple brooch of
little intrinsic value.

“So far from supposing that my
presence and influence were alien-
ating Mrs. Tilton Trom her family
relations, I thought, on the con-
trary, that they weré giving them
strength and encouraging her to
hold fast upon a man evidently
gliding into dangerous associations,
and liable to be immersed by un-
usual self-conceit. I regarded Mr.
Tilton as in a very ecritical period
of his life, and used to think him
fortunate in his home influences.
Mrs. Tilton often deplored the lax-
ity of her husbaud’s moral and re-
liglous dectrines. She implied'to

d

torted from his wife,then, the decu-
ment criminating me, and prepared
an elaborate attack on me. = =
“In December ’70, Moulton came
to my house, in an excited manner
asked me to see Tilton at once, and
believing that I might obtain infor-
mation concerning his letter.to me
I complied.. Moultonaccompanied
me to the house, but refused to en-
ter the chamber where Tilton ‘was.
Tilton received me coldly, and be-
gan to upbraid me for seeking his
downfall. Hesaid that I had spread
E{luriuua rumors about him, had
vised Bowen to dismiss hins, that
I had injured him in his faﬁiﬁy-m—
lations and . alienated his wifes af-
fection, leading her to love me
more than himself, that I had
corrupted her moral nature, and
had made wicked pro s to her,
and finally he produced a certified
statement of a previous confession
made by his wife, to that effect,
gix months previous, and asked me
to go to his house where Elizabeth
was waiting for me, and learn from
her the truth of his stories. -
We went at once to Mrs! Tilton’s
m{{n. She l?y as ?na in ai :i;;mcfi
and gave no sign of recognition.
said ‘Elizabeth, Theodore has been
making serious charze=, andsends

me that he denied the dh‘init}f of

me fo yon for confinvalion.’ She



