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Is statementJgentlemenntiementiamen of the committee
ast bbefordero yuitpl 1

I
statedstaed thail awili loli V requestt
produce suchsueh documents as I1 hadbad

such a statement cf facts
aswadladbad come to my knowledged 6on
thethu subject of your inquiry I1 hadha
auf decided todoo do so and have
prepared rbyjnyi of61 facfae

documentdo ent and made
frfdframq an exhibition of all the pap-
ersdrs that have come inanywayany way into
ma
versy beawbetweeneenech the papatiepartiestietle that
state in e nadfcou ad mu fth
more or less force upon one or the
oilierother of them on mature
tion aided by thetile advice of my
most valued friends I1 have recon-
sidered that cidiledeterminationterm I1 nation andland
am obliged to say to you that I1
feel compelled from a sense of duty
to thetile parties to my relations to
their controversy and to myself
neither to make the statement nor
to produce the documents when
I1 first became a party to the un-
happy controversy between beech
or and tilton I1 had no personal
knowledge nor any document in
my possession which could affect
either everything that I1 knew of
fact or have received of
comocome to mome in the most sacred cobeodcon-
fidencefi to be corthethetho purpu ow
of composing and settlingfi allali tiffidiffi-
culties between glero andnd oprefprp
venting soBO far isas possible any
knowledge of their private affairs
being broughm idimce
for this purpose allnil their matters
havellave been entrusted to me and for
none other jf do now as
I1 then proposed3 atwouldit would be not
for the purpose of peacece and recon

bu take
part in a controversy which they
havehavo seen fitnit to renew between

faithfully ear-
nestlynesti and honhouhonestlysti 1 have labored
to do my auty td the parties for
peace they both know the ques-
tion forfo meipe toth settle now for
inyluymyselfself1 I afeld no other Isisi ought
I1 to do anything9 against
eitherelther party in tho renewed
controversy by the use of that
which I1 received and haye used
only to promote harmonyharmody on my
honor and consconscienceelonceclence I1 think I1

t anga
0 in ay aindaina vitupera-
tion malcomemay comecomo upon me I1
must adgear to the dictates
nf my own judgment aridarld
preservepr 0sc at least my own self re
sspeetpe tI1 I1 call attention again to the
fact that yours I1ia mere voluntary
tribunal andaud ahatthat niomio
hereh re is done by a voluntary and notriot
compelled witness whether be-
fore anyaby tribunal power

hotroHeTroafe ducolonducllonQn of theti e
t sti of facts I1
shallshail ever produce these papers or
give any of these confidential state-
mentsinon ts JI1 reserve to myself td fdge
of ththee emergency which I1 hope
may never come against my wish
asaneverJnevereved have heenbeen ioin sympathy
with a renewal 0ofI1 this conflict YA
part of thelthesee documents have been
given to the public audandand iniii safarsa far
confidence in regard to them has
ceased it is burjustbut just therefore and

orof
tilelcele

q acu AortiorzorlY ap 4j d be
put into your hands in response
to the thrice renewed requestre aest of
thothe J have therefore
copies thenothem which V
here and pineopinco in the hands of the
committee with the hope or re-
quest that after theyhavehavo beenen
aminee by them 1 they may bpbaereboereintiriturned totomeme if1 f any controversy
shall arise as to the authenticity of
the copies or 0off the documents
oilon tthathat point I1 shallshail hold myself
open to speak with this exception

owngyn honorbonorexcepthixbix k olloil my course
in all this unfortunate unhappy
business t thothe purity and candor of
which I1 appeal to the conscience jbf
both parties to sustain idoI1 do not
proposerilrii Te and hope I1 may never be
calleda upon hereafter tb
either as to the facts or to produce
any paper that I1 have receivedreceive
from either of the parties involvedinvolvedinvolvea
h PS sritil sgsigned

A tIs D malronf di iti rin cross examinationna 1 mr vin
slow exexpressedpressed yeregretoretoreb atalthoalthetheabe deci-
sion of SOT

i
L yawdopaoui I1the adm

mattec had relied for much infor-
mation and explanation but headhe ad
dedoed that this hemkem a Nvoluntary
tribunal lucli testimonymarmaT could not

beaconbe compelledbelled moulton houldshoulda
11hava laid buforebefore tiletiieth0 e
original letters with what hebe knew
of the circumstances anier which
they were Nyritten moulton said
he would produce the originals irif
his word was called in question
and the committee should see them
but not have possession
y oiloll motion of mr clecieclevelandvelandreland 1ip
wiswas voted that mr winslowwindow he
authorized to go with mr btoultonmoulton
and examine and verify the docu-
mentsmeafs k

the following is a synsynopsisopals of
beech ertserta statement
Y 13

Gleitgentlemenleme n of the comcommitteeitt
in a statement addresaddressedsed to ththe
public on the of july last 1I
gave as explicit comprehensive
andapoi solemn denial to tho chargescharged
mademado by theodore1 tilton against
me that denial I1 now repeat and
affirm I1 also stated lffird that com-
municationmunication that I1 should appear
bedorebefore your committee with a more
detailed statement and explana-
tion of the facts in the case y

four years ago theodorer tilton
fell from one of the
ent editorial positions inlil Anierica
when he represented the cause of
religionBe ligion humanity andagid patriot-
ism and in a few months became
the associate and representative of
victoria wood ball and a friend of
herh er strange cause by hlahis follies
havarhe waeway rqnbankruptcrupt in reputation in
occupation and in resources the
I1interior history of which I1 am now
to give a brief outline is a bistorhistoryy
arbis attempts to so employ him-
self as to reinstate himbimhimanfil business
to restore hisbis reputation and place
him again upon the eminence from
which he had fallen it is a sad
history to the full meaning ofef
which I1 have but recently awaken-
ed

to that promise his seitbeit coneon
fessel failure has made clear to me
what frfor alonga longiong time I1 did not sus-
pect the real motive of tilton
mybly narration does not represent a
single standpoint only as regards
my opinion of tilton ttt begins
at my cordial intimacy withfth himKlu his earliest career shows my
lamentation and sorrowful but
holjeholiehopefulful affection for him11 duringduring
the period of his initial wanderingsw
from truth and virtue it describes
myrepentance over evils befalling
him of which I1 was made to
believe myself the cause my per-
severing6 and friendly but despair
incinz efforts to save him and his
family byaby auyanyany r
not absolutely di honorable and
my growing conviction that his
perpetual folliesrollies and blunders ren-
dered his recovery impossible I1
now see that helle is and has been
from the beginning of thisdifficulty
a selfish indand reckreek I1 mermar pur

plan of mingmingledled good and
batted and weaving about me a
network of suspicious misunder-
standings plots audand liesiles to
my own innocenc ha katts
hana my kladkindkindnessnesaness
towards him have been made to
contricontributebutewbuteL

that myini course has been blind
1soI long as to the real motive of the
intrigues going on around me was
due to my overwhelming public
duties and to my surrenderhurrender of this
affair to theithe handsharida of louitoul tontou who
waswaa intenselyely 66confidenti of being
able to manage it successfully

azinnlnainaat generalwineral whyyUY
confidence uisawni

I
entt

migan thebe situation 1 d natht thee
timtime completelete vetnet erseda VAiamtam
in incessant cares audand dutiedutlesaudsandand
aply tao glad to be neiuelrolloverleveA from
coniconsideringdering the details ofbf aai wretewretch-
ed

h
complication thethie origin and

fact of which remain in spite of all
friendly intervention a perpetual
burden to my soul I1 would notilot
read in the papers about it I1 would
notlot talk about it I1 made moulton
for a long period my confident and
I1myy only channel of information
from time to time suspicions were
aroused in me by indyindiindications that
Tiltoll was acting thesthe part

I1
of ajiM

jmjenemyin atit these suspicions were
rapidly allayed by his own behavior
towards me it is plainlainiain to me
that until tilton uafell into di
gracograce and lost his salary liehe
never thought it necessary to as-
sail me avith charges hohe pretended
to ilaiia11havel had in his mind for six
months theahthe allegedegedegea domestic of
fencelence was quickly and easily put
aside bubbut yet it was to keep wymy
feelings stirred up that I1 might
through9 feiymy eftetrltrifriendsendslanians be usda tto ex-
tract frodifrol mrdin bowen seven thous-
andand collarsagliars the amount claimed in
their dispute the check for that
sum in the hands of mr tilton
which signed thothe agreement of
pacepeace aridarld concord veirwak hot drawn

by me but accepted by me as sin-
cere the golden agaage hadbad been
started he had capital to earrycarrycarry it
on for a while hebe was to head a
great social revolution with return-
ing prosperity he had apparently
no riens which could not be cover-
ed EYby his signature to the articles
pfaf yet changes in the cove-
nant were made by him before sign-
ing and represented to memeasas feces
arysary merely to relieve him from

the imputation of having originatedorgina ted
it he circulated certain old slan-
ders about debut when he thouthought
he was on the road to success hisis
conduct toward me was friendly and
I1 could amfordafford to laugh at his assum-
ption of superiority since I1 retain-
ed the profound impression made
upon me as explained in the follow-
ing narrative at almost every
9ttepep I1 fell into new complications
anianduni diffIcultdifficultieslesies tilton eveloverever tried
to coerce my lionorhonor and conscience
fonfoz procuring hisbis extrication at my
expense tilton knew me well
hough to work on the sympathe-

tic aldeaide ofef my naturenativo to which he
addressed himself norfor four years
usingfusing unscrupulously my attach-
ment to friends andioand to his house
hold and to himself not blind to
his faults but resolved to look on
hinhim as favorably and hopefully as
possible and ignorant of his deeper
malice I1 labored earnestly even
desperately3 for hisbis salvation for
four years I1 have been trying to
feed his insatiable egotism and to
make the man asaa greatgregreatat as hebe con-
ceived himself to oebe I1 besought
him to separate from hisi

diardisreputa-
ble

deputa
associates and asascribed to my

own agency the ruin he constantly
was bringing on hinohinahimselfseifself audand
which I1 was endeavoring to avert
at a later stage he created difficul-
ties appatently but to drive me to
fresh exertions I1 discountenanced
his evil associates only speaking
well of hibhis good qualities and abili-
ties astillI1 still believed him possessed
I1 could not believe hihimm bad as mmygfriends did and trusted to I1thethoe
germs of good which astillI1 still believed
were lain him

moulton came first as a school-
mate and friend of tilton who
wouldwouldserveserveberve him without wrong-
ing him hohe said hohe saw clearlycleady
how this was to be done so as to
restore peace and harmony to TUwil
tons home and happily end all
mmisunderstandingssun derstad ding I1 never doubt-
ed hishig friendship for me what
ever he wished me to do I1 did un-
less it seemed wrong my confid-
ence in himhlin was my only security
in this confusion of tormenting
perplexities during this troublouslousious
time I1 felt that secret machinations
were going on around me and
knewknow that the vilest slanders con-
cerning mem were in circulation
when some one of my deandear relatives3
were set against me andabd the tattle
of a crowd of malicimaliciousmalicmailelouiduour
hostile to me on other grugrogiugnigiuuliull
wuwas borne to vara ears when I1
had lost the last reremnantanant of faithfalth
in theodore andabd hope for illilihimM
when I1 heard with unspeakable
remorse that everything I1 hadbad
done had made matters worse
when all attempts to avert his pub-
lic trial only broughdroughtfc scandal on
memec his unhappy wifelwife was under
hihis dldictationc loil signing papers andbelintarecantationsthoms and the destruction
front which f had tried to savesato his
fandyfamily was poured on other fami-
lle the church and thetile commu-
nity believed me buried under
heaps of rubbish from which only
my professed friends could extri-
cate me nelneilovins that hobe w wouldouid
do so I1 maintained the silence he
enjoined until tilton attempted
through frank Caicalcarpenterpenter to raise
money from my friends by openly
assailing me in lettersletten to drBr Bacon
thereupon I1 called forfosor ailallu investi-
gation boibolfoltfoli thedelsydelayelyinin publishing
the details I1 am not responsiblerespa
all the harm I1 so long dreaded
and have stilstrivenvellveil to avoid has come
to pass the time has however
arrived when I1 canean speak in vindi-
cationcatloncadion of myself I1 the
disadvantage ofaof a poor memory on
dates and details nudand these past
four years of my ilfeille have beenleen
filled withwitha a multiplicity of labors
and duties which fall upon a clergy
man more than on any other pub
lie man this is my position

1I know my innocence without
being able to droveprove lewithit withwilh dedetailedtailed
explanations I1 am one upon
whom trouble works inwardly
making buoi0 outwardly silent butbut
reverberatingreverberating inanI1 thetho chamchambersbersbeis ofbf
rnmy soul and at lilnlength01 JX A a
seqspeak1ak itA isis a tentpentyenien t uup andabid
adurapours without measure or modera-
tion I1 inherit a tendency iliadto sad
nesshess the remainsadahl of joerpositive hypo
condria thin my father aandld grand-
father and in 01

reaction thetho world becomes blackblade
I1 seeeee very despairingly if I1 were
in such a mood to speak as I1 feel
I1 should give false colors and ex-
aggeratedag proportions to every-
thing this manifestation is in
such contrast to thetile hopefulness
and courage

i
which I1 experience in

ordinaordinaryry times that none but those
intimate with me would suspect
me so80 full of overflowing spirit and
eager gladsomeness to havebave within
me care and gloom some of my
letters to mr oultonmoultonJM reflect this
morbid feeling he understood
and at times earnestly reproved
me for indulging it with this
preliminary review I1 proceed to the
narration

I1 firstfirst knew tiltontiltert as reporterr of
my sermons he was thenayouth
working on the observer thence
he passed to the independent and
became a favorite with bobowenwen in
1611gi I1 became editor of the indepen-
dent one inducement held out to
me being that tilton would assist
me and relieve me from routine
work in this way I1 became much
attached to him and we became the
most confidential of friendsfoifodends while
my family enjoyed their vacations
my duties kept mame in the actyc ty I1
took my meals in thoiho families ofbf
friends and became so familiar
with their children and houses that
I1 went in and out daily almost as
ifat home tilton often urged me
to make his house a behomeme men-
tioningtioning in extextravagantaravagant terms his
cifes esteem and affection for me
finally I1 began to visit his house
which liehe sought to make attrac-
tive tinlieae urged me to bring my
books and papers there and do my
writing in his study in 63 dur-
ing my absence in englandengland he be-
came the leljelresponsible editor of the
independent and later editor in
chief I1

in 66 qu account of my cleve-
land letter he made violent as-
saults on me through the Indepen
dent and my connectconnectionlonion with the
papernaper was severed audawid though we
remained friendly yet there was a
coolness between us in matters of
politics while sitting fortor a por-
trait with page at his requesttj
first met moulton during this
time I1 never received thetho slightest
hint from tilton or any member
of hlhis family that there was dis-
satisfaction with my familiar rela-
tions with his household tilton
never complained ofaf my visits un-
til he bebezanbeganan to fear that the inde-
pendent would betakenbetokenbe taken from him
nor did hebe break out into violence
until on the evoeyo of dispossession
from both paperaper the indeindependentpendent
and BrobrooklynoDyn union owned bybv
bowen

I1 during these years of intimacy
in Til tons family I1iwaswas treated as
a father or elder brother children
were born childrenchildred died they
learned to love me and frolicfrolic with
me as if I1 was one of themselves0
I1 loved them and had for mrs Ttilt-
on

ll11

a true and honesthenest regard she
beemeseemedd to moeroeme an aufnuuaffectionate
motherm othe andrund nq devoted wife looking
up to her husband as one far above
the common race orof men and
turning to me with artlessmxrtle famili-
arity and with entire confidence
with a childish appearance she
was naturallynatum llyily childlike in nature
I1 would as soon have misconceivedconceivedmis
the confidence orof the little girls as
the unstudiedstudied affection which she
showed me delicate tuir health
with a cheerful air sheshei was bound-
less I1in lympsympathyathy for those in
trouble and labored beyond her
strength for the poor she had
charge once of a married
class at the bethelnethel mission
school and they perfectly wor
shipped her I1 gave mrs
tilton copies of my books
when published and I1 sometimes
sent down from my farm flowers to
be distributed amongamont the dozen or
more families and she occasionally
shared them the only present of
value I1 ever gave her was on myrny
return from europe in when
I1 distributed souvenirs of my jour-
ney to some fifty miaxt more persons
and I1 gave a simple brooch of
little intrinsic value

so far fronifrom supposing that my
presence and influence werenvere alien-
ating mrs tilton from her family
relations I1 thought onoh the con-
trary thatthai they werewerd giving thermthem
strength andarld encouragingagin heherr to
hold fast upon a man evidently
glidinggilding 1 ntointo dangerous associations
and liable to be immersedmersed by un-
usualu self conceit I1 d mr
tilton isas in a very critical period
of his ilfelife and used to think him
fortunatefortu riate in hisbis home influences
mmmrs tilton often deplored the lax-
ity of her husbands monalmoral and re-
ligious doctrines she implied to
me that liehe derflerdenied the divinity noflf

christ and thoobo articles of the or-
thodox faithy and his viewss of wathe
sanctity of marriage were constant-
ly changing in the direction of
free love

my last visit before the trouble
was in july 1870 wwhenhem
waswm sick glibbhe was duclidemumuchclidedepress-
ed

reiss
and I1 cheered her as beivadeittbest I1

could and prayed with her itesitis
sufficient to say that at no infer
view which ever took sacevace between
hmmrs tilton and myself did any-
thing occur which might notrot have
occurred withperfectperfed propriety be-
tween a brother and sister between
father and child between a man of
honor and the wife of hibaib dearest
friend nor did anything euerbuer haphaps
pen which shegle or 1 sought to coniceak
fromfront mr yeltontilton

when tilton wrote editorlall
for the independent of ellch
was supposed to b editoneditor4 hihis viewsiasi
called out denunciations upon lldalidame
I1 disclaimed the articles and thothe
views eipressedexpressed therein mybly bro-
ther edward in illinois temonremon-
strated so strongly that bowennowen
decided to remove tilton or to
suppress his peculiar views riifirtil-
ton however seemed firmerarmer in hisha
looserloose notions of miarriagemarriage andelland di-
vorce and this I1leded to starting the
advance in chicago to supersede
the independent bowen neltneit that
Til tons influence was injuring the
business and tilton appears fo0
havebave crtcrecreditedcited this feeling to ramy in-
fluence on bowen

in december 70 a young girl
whom mrs tilton had educated
came tometo me with a request to visit
mrsairs tilton at her mothers she
said mrs tilton had gone to her
mothersmothers in consequence of illIII
treatment from her huhusband and
told with downcast joerg hahoww mr
tilton had entered her chamber
and besought her consent tobito his
wishes mrs tilton gave accountaccounts
of her husbands despotism and
questioned whether she should re-
turn or separate from hinihim I1 ask-
ed my wife to secandsee anclanci advise liedherhor
and she declared that no considesconsidera-
tion

A

would induce her to return to
such a man but she reserved her
advice till next day when baingi
detained at home she wrote thad
herbettiebettiaadvice was to separate and set-
tle

ct
thathe matter ofsupport
in december 70 mr boweinbowen

left at my house a letter from stil-
ton of which the following is the
substancetance

Hhenryenry ward beecherbeecher
wortor reasons which you expli-

citly know and which I1 forbear to
state I1 demandtidemand that you withdraw
fromfroni the pulpit and quit Bbrooklynoklyn
as a residence 1

cilIII1I readzead the letter twice unable
to comprehend aiitss meaning and
handed it to bowen and a conver-
sation ensued when the reasons
norfor reducing tilton to a subordinate
postilpositiongh antheon the independent on ac-
count of his looselooe private life camocame
pouring forth and bowenboen weigh-
ed

elgh
the consistency of retaining him

even asaas a contributor
1I spoke under this great proprovoca-

tiontion and the previous revelation
conconcerningderning his domestic ilfelire drobow-
en ridiculed the letter he brbrought
and said I1 might rely on

i himbim if
trouble came of it I1 have nno0 doutdoubt
mymj in fluence decided his
throw and thinking thus I1 became
very unhappy orbiover miltonaTiltonstona misfor-
tune it appears that mrhin tilton
hearing that my influence brought
about his discredit with bowen ex-
torted from his wife then the docu-
ment criminating me and prepared
an elaborate attack on me

in december 70 moulten oadledaulecame
to my house in an excited macinermanner
asked me to seeaee tilton at ononce0 anddud
believing thaul might
mation concerning his letter to me
I1 complied moulton accompanied
me to the house hubbubut refused tofo onen-
terententhe chamber where tiltontil ton was
tilton received me coldly and be-
gan to upbraid weme for seeking hhis
downfall he saidsald that I1 bedspreadbadhad spread
injurious rumors about him had
advised bowen to dismiss him that
I1 had injured him in nishis re
latiouslations and alienated hbatis wineswife af-
fectionfecfee tion leadinglead flig her totd ilvalivirv moine
more than himself hadbad
corrupted her moral nature and
hadllad made wicked proposals to her
and finally he produced a certified
statement of a previous doinconfession
made by his wife to that effect
six months previous and asked mome
to go to hihis housebouso where elizabetheilzabeth
was wailing for me and learn from
her the truth of his storiesorieest i i

weve wentvent at once to nilemrs Tilttiit
room she lay as one inia tak trancetranee
and gave no sign of 1I1
said elizabetheilzabeth beenbenten
making serious charge andaud sendssenda
nieme to youyon for conal


