
THE DESERET WEEKLY

the mexicans the flat roofs which
are still in vogue here and which are
used almost exclusivelyexclusivelv by mexicansmexican
did not prove adequate to keep out the
rain and snow water in the primitive
bouses erected in the old fort in
great salt lake valley something
the planers soon learned from unplea-
sant experience perhaps some of our
pioneers can explain why this is so

the mexicansmexican here seldom complain
of leaky roofs though it is saideaid by
someflome that they realey do leak some-
times

E left santa fe this evening and am
nowDOW waiting for a train on the atlan-
tic and pacific railway to take me to
holbrook in apache county arizona
where I1 expect to comentcommencence my his-
torical labors in the snowflake stake
of zion ANDREW JENSON

written torfor this paper

AN interesting BIOGRAPHY

CENcentrevilleTREVILLE davis co utah
feb ath 1894 noticing in the

pet NEWS sookeeoe timelime ago au invita-
tion to the veterans of the eailyeady rise of
the church of jesus christ orof latterJLatler
day saints and alsoalao the early pioneers
of this territory to give an account of
things which happened in those timestime
I1 thought I1 would give a brief sketch
of my day according to my memory

I1 will begin with my parentspar onte
my father elijah cheney was born

in the town of
county massachusetts on toethe irth of
september 1785 my mother was
bornbora in the town of in 1791

samegame county and state their parentsants

moved and settled in the state of new
york my father served one year in the
war of 1812 was in the battle of bla k
pockbook and saw buffalo burned in 1832
jaredfared carter preached and baptized and
organized a branch of the church in
onondaga county nownew york my
lather being one of the number he
WMwas ordained an elder by jared carter
in 1838 and he and zerah Pulsipper
went north on a preaching mission into
JUch land county and merethewere the first
that introduced the gospel to presi-
dent woodruff who was baptized by
zerah herl1

in 18361885 my father moved his family
to kirtland ohio where I1 first saw
the prophet joseph the walls of the
temple were finished and they were
putting on the roof I1 worked several
days onan the temple and helped ex-
cavate the foundation for a grist mill
and was paid in kirtland money of
which I1 have a one dollar bill in my
poMeswsessionsion at the present timelime in 1838

fI1 intendedItattendedtended the hebrew school held inID
the attic rooms of the temple and
taught by professor of nownew
york city in 1839 my father started
with his family for far west missouri
with the kirtland camp arriving at
coles county illinois we were obliged
to remain there through the winter on
account of sickness in 1843 we settled
att camp creek hancock county

at the time when the printing press
and type of the expositor was destroyed
I1 belonged to the nauvoo legion un
jer captain lucius bingham we
were called to go to nauvoo under
the orders of colonel mark-
ham and were there three
weeksaweeky under armsarme expecting an attack
by the mob when we were discharged
toyby gen joseph smith soon after

wards tiebe gave himself up a prisoner to
yovgov ford joseph and hisbis brother
hyrum smith john taylor and wil-
lard richards were confined in car-
thage jail when a mob with blackened
faces attacked and murdered joseph
and hyrum and severely wounded
john taylor willard richards escap-
ing unharmedharmed the grand jury in-
dicted sharp and williams for being
accessory to the murder of joseph and
hyrum smith I1 WROwas one of the petit
ury when the case was tried and alterafter
considerable talk by the lawyers the
judge ordered the indictment quashed
that ended the trial

I1 was in nauvoo when the first com-
pany crossed the mississippi river on
the ice and soon after nauvoo was
nearly evacuated I1 crossed the river
at ft madison the 3rdard of may 1846
overtook the company at mount pispie
gah and traveled with brigham and
heber la company to the missouri river
we had been but a short time in camp
when captain allenalien appeared in our
midst end made a requisition in the
name of the united states for livefive
hundred young men to enlist in the
war with mexico there were many
speeches made urging us to volunteer
president young said it was necessary
that we should comply with the re-
quisition even if it took the twelve to
makeinake up the number

the company was soon made up and
organized the day soon arrived torfor our
deparidepartureure which was the of july
1840 that was sla day of sadness ot
mourningmu and a day of parting fathers
and mothers parting from their sone
brothers irum their sistersei aters husbandshu
from their wives and maidens from
their loverilover I1 tell you on that day the
tears fell hae rain dropedrop on that day
we COcommencedfenced cur march furfor furlfort
leavenworth undand on our arrival there
we received our arms and equipments
and started for santa ftfe a distance of
over miles soon atler the
fort we were apprised of colonel
allenallenaa death which was sadisad news to
us soon alter that lieutenant smith
took the command ana marchedmarcheaustous to
santa fe from there Colonel Cooke took
the command andge marched miles
down the rioblo grande when we left
the river we were put on half rations
one halthalf pound of flour and one pound
of beef our pilots wanted to go
down to the city of sonora and winter
there as they knew of no other route
the colonel called the commissioned
officers of the battalion to hold a coun-
cil and they decided to go by way otof
sonora we started the next morning
in regular order with music to the
girl I1 left behind me the boys
felt hearteneddishearteneddis and could notnotI keepterp

11tepstep they did not want to go that
route the colonel called a halt and
with an oath he said 1I started for
california and I1 am and
ordered us to march then our step
was quick and lively

we traveled over a country that was
unexplored about miles and came
to a spanish town called tuelon it
contained about inhabitants and

regular sOldsoldierslere and a large
amount of government stores theane
soldiers all fled on our approach and
we raised the american flag we
then marched over an 80 mile deaerts
nodand arrived at the bemo indian vil-
lage situated on the illsgila river we
traveled down to the mouth of the oilagila

and the colorado we then
hadbad a 95 mile desert to cross chero
we were required to dig wells te
obtain water gewere put on one fourth
rations of flour and very poor beef but
we soongoon arrived at warnersWa ranch
where we got plenty of beef and at
san diego we rested forafor a short time
we then marched to ranban lulslille raybey
mission and remained there about one
month company B to which I1 be-
longed under command of captain
jesse D hunter were sent back to
san diego to take charge of that place
the other companies being sent to los
angelesAngelep we hadbad to live on beef and
mustard greens until a vessel was sent
to the sandwich islands and returned
with provisions which was more than
three months

our battalion was a very poor lot of
boys when we arrived at san diego
we hadbad passed through the extremes
of hunger of thirst and fatigue and
nearly without clothes I1 have seen
boys so nearly exhausted with fatigue
and famished that they wanted to be
left by the roadside to die but the rear
guard would bring them along com-
pany B was ordered to los angelesAo geles
where all the companies were dis-
charged by colonel cookbook on the lath
day of july 1847 the majority of the
men left for utah about sixty went up
the coast some stopped at monterey
some at santa cruz some went to sutbut
terlersa portfort and kome to san Franalfranciscosoo
I1 wasW as one that stopped at san franc-
isco

in the spring of 1848 james ballebalie
and myself made and burned a brick
kiln of about which was the
first brick made inkmanin san francisco I1
was one of the first company that left
san francisco for the gold mines on
the south fork of the american river
at mormon island where we arrived
on the of may 1848 there I1
was married to mary ann fisher
daughter of adam fisher of chestercheater
county pennsylvania on the 11althth day
of july 1848 returned to san fran-
cisco and lived there till the spring of
1850 when we moved to alameda
county on our farm

my wife gave birth to a daughter on
the ath of december and on the let
day of january she died and was
buried near sn jose mission I1 was
married again to amanda M evans
on the day otof january 1853 1
wab ordained and set apart to preside
over the san francisco branch
stout james lewis and chapmam
duncan I1 moved to alameda county
the same year and lived on my farm
in 1856 1I was set apart by george Q
cannon to preside over the centervilleCenterCentervillevilie
branch members of which in 1857
formed a company to go to utah and I1
was appointed captain we arrived in
utah on the 3rdard of november 1857

I1 was born in the town oiof
neusneui cayuga county new york on
the and2nd day of april 1818 was bap
sized in may 18341634 in cortland county
new yorkyore and have resided here in
centervilleCenterCentervillevilie over thirty six years

very respectfully
CHENEYCHEMEY
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the usual monotony of dry weather
and sand wasas fairly brokenbraben last satur-
day when six or eight inches of snow


