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cr mentament was administered by elders

packardkard and mcdonald PpresidentresI1ident E
r richards was cacalledailed to speak and
savee much good advice exhorted the

imintafaints to battle continually against the

airesdesires of the flesh
brother james nicholls followed on
e necessity of baptism
at the evening services president

gardneradner made his farewell address to
losese gathered in this conference gave
joany good instructions to parents of

p

hildren to train them up in the way
hatat they should go advised all as

il aheyy valued their souls salvation to
kneaseKclftaseease

J evil of all kinds he then dwelt
ijenA an the apostasy aalsoalso the restoration of
bytheahe gosgospelp el in the last days and referred
affoto church organization then bade all

fc rewell in maori style and sang a little
song which was very appropriate

elder joseph M folkman then spoke
onmi salvation for the dead and bore his
testimony to the gospel and bade all a

ondfond farewell
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since writing to you before from
gisborne we have added nine souls by
baptism and blessed one infant and
have good prospects of others joining
us in the near future hence I1 can say
that this district as well as others of this
mission is in a prosperous condition
for which we havecave great cause to thank
our heavenly father I1 hardly get op-
position enough lately to keep me brigett
I1 am grieved greatly at hearing the
majorimajorityicv of them say yes you have

i the right gospel your doctrine is true
and your principles are good but they
they are too hard for us or yes you
have the best and I1 will leave mine and
join yours so soon as I1 settle up some
difficulty or your doctrine is just like
ours we teach all those things etc
yet wwhenhen told that they do not do those

1 thinthingsasti neither teateachch them they simply
treat us with indifference and leave of-
fering no argument but are content to
remain in darkness and sin john iii

JOig ao20 I1 and this is the condemnation that
light is come into the world and men
loved darkness rather than light because
their deeds were evil for every one
that boeth evil habeth the light neither
cometh to the light lest his deeds should
be reproved I1 trust that the lord will
be merciful to them

elders allenalien and lambert of the
mahia district arrived here july lath on
their way to attend the confer

nceence also elder J K nelson of
district with two extra horses to convey
the two presidents to said conference
expecting to meet them here on the 15
but for some cause the steamer was de-
layed i1

on the morning of the elders
nelson lambert and staffed
onan their journey leaving elder allenalien
and myself to await the arrival of the
presidents who landed here at p
mW of the 16 per steam ship tas-
mania saying that they have never
received better treatment on any boat
and that the food was not to be bettered
but as the sea was rough brother
Cwcardnerardner took pity on the poor fishes
and resumed his old practice of feeding
the same we escorted the presidents
to waikanaeWaikanae about six hundred yards
from the wharf where we have our

home with te Wi rihanaibana the
president of waikanaeWaikanae branch

we were met herehem by a few of the
maolimaori saints and a tangi crying spell
wwas thehe result over the return of ezra
richards who had assisted in the trans-
lation of the book of mormon into the
maori language in this district the
tangi being over and the general

bongi nose rubbing attended to we
sat down to a good supper and at 4 p
m we were on our horses for a twenty
two mile ride to topuni where we ar-
rived at 8 p in and found all the people
in bed none of these were members
olof the church yet they made us wel-
come at once and were soon up and hadbad
the potatoes and meat boiling which
were served in due time in a large pan
which we surrounded using our ringersfingers
for knives and forks we soon put
that supper out of sight then they
rang a bell that we should hold
kadakia evening prayer with them
after which words otof welcome were de-
livered by them and answered by us sso0
that we did not retire till 12

we were up and off next morninemorning be-
fore daylight without breakfast that we
might not be bothered by the tide which
would be fullfall by io10 a in to make the
story shorlieshor lwetwe arrived at
the place torfor the conference at 2 p m
this was president richards old field
of labor in consequently a
regular maboti tangi took place for joy
over the return of their old leacer
this tangi was general among outsiders
as well as members in fact the church
otof england natives had called the con-
ference to be held at their church at
Arawairi that they might meet and show
respect to brother richards gewerewe were
equally divided in number of their
church members and ours and the
house was not large enough to accom-
modate both so they fixed up another
housebouse for them and let us have their
church running two sets of meetings
the irth and xyth of july to say that
we had a good time would not begin to
express it

eight meetings were held presided
over by J K nelson the presiding
elder otof that district presidents
gardner and richards did the principal
part of the speaking giving valuable in

this was done by special
request otof the natives besides these
elders nelson jacobsen allenalien lam-
bert and embley natives te
girthanaWi rihanathana te naera pincha te
hata bekani te latue te kanii Tte
Hire paia Penetana and hoanihoane mairata
were the speakers brother richards
baptized one woman and blessed a
child

on monday we started back
holding good meeting that night at

takina and WhanwhangaraWhangaragaral arriving
here gibson on the aist at i p m
where the saints were gathering for
special meeting and another time of re-
joicingjo elder peterson also met us
here we received our home mail
which is always a welcome visitor
especially when bearing good news
the latter was not the case with
brother richards for hebe received the
sad news of his youngest child being
dead this naturally caused a gloom
to come over us all and a feeling of
sympathy lorfor the bereaved yet the
spirit of god was poured out upon us
and we had five good meetings the
two presidents being the principal
speakers the house was filled with
saints from all parts of this district

the presidents took their departure
lorfoi napier on the steamssteam shiphip
at 5 p m wednesday the aana we
elders and a number of the nanatives4 vas
went with them to the wharf and as
the natives sang their parting songs to
president gardner who will soon be
going home caused no little commentboingI1 hereby note the death of mr war-
ner a very warm friend to the elders
though he never joined the church
he died july 1896 age 83
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I1 was aware ere coming to samoa that
the mouth was a very useful organ butbat
I1 now find that I1 was entirely ignorant
in regard to many olof the uses to which
it can be applied

shortly atterafter arriving here I1 was
greatly amused upon observing a maid
ed filling a lamp with her mouth turni-
ng to the kerosene can she filled her
inmouthauth with oil until her cheeks almost
bonceaconcealedled her ears then applying her
mouth to the nozzle of the lamp she
ejected its contents therein now as
to whether the samoan girl has a larger
facial aperture than hasha her palefacespale faced
sister I1 am not prepared to sayisay but this
I1 did observe that alterafter two or three
repetitions of the process described
above the lamp was brimming oer

later on I1 observed a mother employ-
ing the same method inin assisting her
babe to a drink here however the
babe assumed the part otof the lamp

then totoootherethere estheis the mouth of the
avachewer concerning whom my prede-
cessors have written how that she sits
by her bowl wagging her paws with her
cheeks distended like some great black-
smith bellows how that when the ava is
all masticated and thrown in the bowl
water is added the dregs wrung out
and this pipe of peace drink served
to the guests the most honored of the
occasionon getting the first bowl ava
contains a narcotic principle and like
other narcotics creates an appetite for
its use I1 himehave seen ava didrinkers who
drink gallons each day and set large
bowls of ava by their beds to drink at
intervals during the night

even while fishing the good housewife
makes use of her mouth and eppediespeciallyally
her teeth for upon catching one of the
denizens of the deep she places its head in
her mouth and sends her incisors crash-
ing

0

inintoto its brain producing instant
death

the narration of a few incidents thathat
recently transpired here may prove of
interest to our friends A short time
since elder lemon and I1 journeyed
along down the coast finally arriving at
faletafalefa where we have some friends
while others of the village manifest a
very unfriendly feeling towards us a L
M S minister especially ranking himself
among the latter class after holding
some meetings in the village we contin-
ued our journeyiourney but were soon over-
taken by a messenger who informed us
that the minister had sent him after usup
to request that weye return we did so
immediately pleased with a prospect of
meeting the reverend himself we were
directed to his house when after greet-
ing us he immediately I1 rang ththee bell
whereupon the chiefs and rulers of the
village came flocking in un il the housebouse
was filled he informed his people that


