When you rench here and take a
survey of the surroundings in
bersoll, you ean form a more cor-
rect idea of the true econdition
taused by the flood on May 3lst,
and the prospects of our people tor
e

With fraternal regnrds for your
favors shown us,

Temain yours,
W. C. LEw1s, Treas. Fund Com.

DEATH OF BISHOP WATSON,

; The numerous friends of Bishop
-\F{mus Watson, of the Ninecteenth
anr‘d, will be shoeked to learn that
le died at his residence at half-past
. Cigh{o’clock on theevening of June
t'_75h. His itluess was brief, he being
n']l';ilt attacked ;l.t fg,ur o’dclock O[f] the
'nin 0 Saturday une
221111_- %‘he complaing was inflam-
Mation of the bowels. He suffered
Considerably for a few days;
9N the 26th lie beeame comparatively
S48y, but gradually grew weaker.
_<Mthe afternoon he was seized with
Anthess and it was supposed that
It had passed away. He subse-
Quently fecovered, but soon hegan
?Egmq to sink until he fell aslecp ab
1¢ time nlready named.
o ames Watson had light-blue
Yes, fair complexion and brown
i - He was of medium height
S“d stoutiy Luilt, and naturally pos-
Sglffed considerable phiysical
naﬁﬂgth. When at rest his counte-
» Nee had o grave and thoughtiul
apect, but was mobile, animated
c(l)ltl €Xpressive when he engaged in
- Uversation. Hissympathies were
l:ncutu and hiz disposition inrlined to
thercy’ but when onee convinced
deﬂt 4 person had abused his confi-
Vi&me it wag not easy for that indi-
in !“.al fo tegain the forfeited place
118 estimation.

T € wagborn at Low Walker-on-
J;yne’ Northumberland, England.
tne Gth, 1883, and wae the son of
; bert Watson and Barbara Mora-
m‘f- He. evidentty inherited a
= Ot'lg Bpiritual nature
9ther, who was speeially gifted in
faélht direction, while from his
o er, who was inclined to skepti-
qum’- he derived a tendency to
i" estion everything before receiv-
eg]']t' So strong were his religious
“CUNgs in boyhood that they super-
andu‘}:ed a tendeney to melancholy,
sy e was favored with some un-
al gpiritual manifestations while

et lag.
Wiillrtneg had an elder brother named
8o am, whom he greatly loved.
thgp TO78 was his aflinity for him
" When the two would scparate
“’0un| for a shert time and William
ﬁ»éurid walk awny, James would
[ir”‘ and gaze longinely nnd affee-
lma;’ltely after hioy until he disap-
v el Whon William

L W 1'9 from view.
t g Years old Jaunes went to work
!'roml:hu-e about geven miles distant
o1y lowme,  Afb that time the chol-
lang 48 raging in that part of Eng-
bEfOI:e Al toure’clock one norning
helyg h:l""lleﬂ got out of Led, he be-
Apea s brother in open vision. He
L red to he suspended in the air,
the et being a shorl distance from
5"¢K‘suuor; on each gide of hini was a
’(’begnnge dresged in flowing white
- After gazing wupon this

from his.

‘the
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strange sight for some time he was
about to speak, when the vision in-
stantly vanighed and he found him-
self gitting up in bed, wondering
what it could all mean.

He went to work as usual at 6
o’cloclk, and about 7 he saw alad in
the digtance riding toward the works
on horseback. Ag lie came nearer
he discovered it was his brother
Jogeph. He advanced to meet him
and addressing him said, *“Joseph,
William is Gead.’’ Joseph burstinlo
weeping and said it was true, and
that he had died of cholera. On
reaching home James ascertained
that his brother expired at 1 o’clock,
the precise time when lhe saw the
vigion.

In the carly part of 1856 a man
named Thompson called upon James
and invited him o attend a lecture
to be delivered by an Llder of the
Chureh of Jesug Christ of Latter-
day Saints ealled Hodson, who pro-
posed to prove from the Bible that
Joseph 8mith was a prophet raised

up.in this age to usher in the last

dispensation. James remarked to his
wife that he should go and hear the
lecture, that he belleved the man to
be an impostor. and that he should
take his Bible with him, and if he
found the matter as he supposed it
would be he should arise in the
audience and expose tlhe iinposition.
Mrs. Watson tried to dissuade him
from this puarpose, but to no effect,
s0 he went imbued with this inten-
tion. He listened to Elder Hodson,
who spoke on the literal gathering
of lsrael and the setting up of the
Kingdom of God in the Jatter days
and was convinced that lis state-
ments wele true.

He at once began an investiga-
tivn of the doctrines of the Church
and attending meetingz.  Bishop
Luut was Pastor of the Newcastle
District at that time, and invited
him, although not then a member of
the Church, to remain during a
Priesthood meeting, the occasion
being the trial of & man for his fel-
lowship. The man placed on
trinl objected to his presence, on the
ground that he was a non-member
and he wasabout fo lenve the hali,
when Brother Lunt requested him
to remnin, a8 his testimony would
yetbe wanted ina future day asto the
validity of the trial. The man was

.Loldly on.
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structed. Beside him on this line
were a splendid engine and tender,
with no cars attached, While he
looked at and admired them a voice
said to him, **Get on the engine and
drive.”” Turning to a friend of his
who he thought was standing by
him, he said—“I have no experience
in driving; you get on and drive
and I will be your fireman.’? This
mah declined, saying that Brother
Waison should be the engineer and
he the fireman. They hoth goton
and away they sped. As they pro-
gressed they beheld many inferior
roads converging toward the line
they were on, with dirty, ugly en-
gines and coal-trucks traveling in
the smme direction. A collision
seemed inevllable, The engincer
resolved not to stop, however,
but to increase the speed and dash
Asg they approached the
other trains they bent their heads
and therc wag a tremendous crash.
When they recovered from the
shock they beheld ruin on every
hand among the trains of the
other lincs, but the ¢cngine and ten-
der they were on were unscathed
and sound as ever.

Brother Watson told hiz dream tg
a brother ¥Who was noted for having
a gift to interpret. He said—¢“The
new railvoad is the fullness of the
rospel revealed through Joseph
émlth, the otlier lines are the rekli-
gious sects of the day and the ears
the sectarians; the new locomotive
is & new branch over which you will
preside and the man who acted as
fireman will join the Church and be
your assistant. The ecllision signi-
fies that opposition will be met with,
but by strong argument and deter-
mination, you will be able to de-
moligh it and vindieate the truth.”?

1t happened that o great opposi-
tion aroge ngainst the church. It
was 8o intense that all the members
were discharged from their work,
Brother Watson included,except the
man wio appeared to act as fireman
in the dream. Brother Watson com-
menced business as o cohbractor on
his own account and pursued his
duties in the Church with great zeal.
He had been ordained to the office
of an Klder and soon eflected an
opening in a place called Crumling-
ton, where he baptized three persons.
Following up this success no less

cut off from the Church,and in veri-| ghan forty wete soon added to the
fication of the prediction of Brother | Chureh, a new branch was organ-

Lunt the question of the validity of
proceeding wans afterwards
spiung, James heing a witness and
testifying that the person referred to
was justly excommuiHeated.

On the 5th of September, 1856,
James waa hoptizetl by Elder Wil-
lam Thowmpron, the same man who
invited hin to attend Elder Hod-
son’s lecture, e was shortly nfter-
wards ordained to the office of n
Priest, and Elder Lunt said to him,
“Go and thrust in thy sickle and
reap, for the harvest is ready, the
Inborers are few, nnd you shall yet
be the means of hringing many into
the Church.*

Brother Wntson engaged in
preaching at every available
opportunity, aud soon after his ordi-
nation he had a singular dream.
He thought he saw a new line of
railroad, eXcellently and solidly con-

jzed, with Brother Watson as Presi-
dent, and his fireman of the dream
as his chief assistant and adviser.
He retained the position until he
left for Utah in 18683, the dream be-
ing thus verified in every detail.

Heleft T.i verpool on May30th, 1868,
and arrived in Salt Lake City onthe
11th of October of the same year
having crossed the plains in the od
tashioned way—hy ox-team trans-
portation. .

Heis well and {avorably known
as o member of the firm of Watson
Brothers, builders and contractors,
his brother Joseph being his partner.
Their reputation for skill in their
line is second to mone in Utah.
Many handsomre and substantial
structures in thie ity and clsewhere
bear testimony to that fact. Among’
these are the south section of the
main Z. C. M. L. building, the shoe



