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asked permission to lay betore them the
principles of the gospel. I was informed
that they had no desire for worship or to
listen to the gospel, they having a form
with which they were sau_sﬁed. Te
White gave me a pareble which was as
follows: A peach stone, planted, grows
atree. The top is cut off, leaving root,
and irunk; a new piece ol anothier tree
is hroughl and grafted toihe peach; it
grows and many branches shoot forth
First question, can any of those branches
say- they helong to the peach? 1
apswered no, as they have come from
that which was grafted. He then told
me our church was one of those
branches. 1 answered, No, verily no,’
and explained to him that this Church is
not of man, but that it has been estab
lished 1 y God, therelore belongs to the
root. In this parable all other churches
have fallen before this learned man. If
the first branch come ol the branches
which grew out of the church of Rome,
the fruits of the reformation, they all
alike could not prove they were of the
root, the church ot Christ which He
estahlished. Te White could not have
given a better parable wherein he illus-
trated our true standing before the
world The greal prophet realized the
fact that he could not conlest his point,
so sald, hat all the churches were ot
God 'His siatement was proved to be
a mistake. His next was, ll_]at_ there
was no trusting a iraveling missionary,
Scriptural evidence was brought to
prove that we were called as were the
Seventies of old. It was evident that
Te White could not hold his own. His
foltowers, seeing his pred.cament, came
to his rescue, suggesting that the con-
versation close to enabie them to pro-
ceed with their own affairs.

Next morning a lung conversation was
held with Te White's son in- aw,
Waitara, in the presence of a large
company of his followers who had
gaihered fogether upon this day it being
the great day for the Te Whitiites and
Tohuites, Waitara’s state nenis were
as follows: Fust, it is impossible to tell
which is the true Church, as all claim to
have the right. 1 informed him as to
the miany scrip ural promises made
whereby we might know which was of
God Second, the Te Whitiites had tie
true Gospel. In questioning it was 5000
evident that not one of their principles
could be ‘sustained from holy writ
Third. that they leit it for their good
works to proclaim the gospet through-
out the world, He was infoimed as to
the proper method as laid down in
scripture for the promultgation of the
Gospel.

Through the rich outpouring of the
Spirit of God1 was enabled to over-
throw their man-made doclrines; prove
ours to be established upon that ruck ol
revelation which we are told, noteven
the gates of hell shall prevail against us.
The divinity ol Joseph Smith's mission
and the r storation and first principles
of the Gospel were dwelt upon and ex-
plaiped to thie assembly.

Time hadsped so rapidly it was near
nogn when a visit was made to Tohu
He heing absent a long talk was held
w,th a numbér of his followers, chiel
among whom was Tahana thelr Maori
orator, who infornied us their foretathers
came direct here from Jerusalem upon
dry ground. He could not however
give the necessary prool Next, that
the Maori people were ol the lineage of
Ephraim. Tois also he was unabie to

subslantiate. These, with the remainder
ol his remarks which occupied some
two hours, he was unable to verify. He
and his friends lacked the intelligence
which Te White and Waitara had dis-
played -

At this junclure Elders John H. Ellis,
president of the Manawatu conference,
and Reui Maaka {(Maori) his traveling
companion arrived It is neediess to say
that our meeling was a pleasant one, as
all who have labored in the world lor
the spread ot truth know the j » which
attends such meetings far from Zion and
the babitation of the Satnts

The late arrival ol the two before
mentioned brethren occurred through
the departure fron: this life of one of our
dear sisters, who has been in very deed
a mother to the many Elders who have
labored from time to time in the Mana-
watu distriet. This was the beloved
wile of our fellow laborer Reui Maaka.
Sister Meri Niko Maaka passed from this
sphere on September 27th at Porirua.
She died as she had lived since the time
ot her embracing tha tiue Gospel, a
true Latter-day Suints, in full hope of
thatjeternal life which is promised to all
those who prove faithful unto the Gos-
pel.

In the evening we visited the residence
of Tohu At 7:30 he and hisfollowers
were ready to commence their nsual
celebrations. First, a few Maoris greet-
ed our native ~fompanion Rewi. He re-
plied, #sking permission for us to preach
to Tohu am‘? people. This 15 how we
were answered. Twenty-six men arose
and perlormed a haka (or ancient Maori
war dance;) second, in filed eleven wo-
men and girls who poi, which consists
of chanting, keeping tlime with the
movenient of alight ball 1o whichis
attached a cord; this lustrales or con-
veys the meaning of 1heir song, and is
moved with an agility that showed them
to be thorough adepls at the poi Third,
this company was followed by another
of women and girls, twenty.-one in num-
ber, who also poi, singing the first
Psalm. Upon reaching tne name Lord
they bow in honor to Tohu demonstrat
ing the fact that they acknowledge toeir
prophet to be God upon the earth; this
showed us their de.ire was not tor the
Gaospe’, but for that which was of man
made origin Tohu occupied about two
and a half hours in advocating his prin-
cip'es. He dweit upon the ewils of
drink and admonished ail 1o abhor same;
also to use discretion in voting for mem-
bers of parliament. The seriptural por:
tion of his remarks was, that in Christ
came only the shadow of peace,but now
the Tohuites had its fulpess. Second,
Jesus sa d, "Come unto me all ye that
are heavy laden.” Tohu claimed there
was npo rest for any of the Gosgel
throughout the world; the only life peace
and rx st being in his (Tohu's) house—He
desired 1o say definitzly that he wou d
give rest to all who took his yoke, wbich
was light upon them; even should 153
churches come, all should have rest with
him. Another claim made by Tobuism
15, that Te Whiti and Tobu are the two
prophets spoken of in revelation 11 chap-
ter. Such an absurd claim only shows
how far men will depart irom truth while
battling with privaie interpretations of
the scriptures and not having the light
and Spirit of God to direct them on the
way which leads to life eternal.

October tgth, we left on our return
journey, bidding an aflectionate farewell

eled southward, Brother Waters and [
going northward. After continual travel.
ng for two weeks we reached Ngarna-
wahia, having been absent six weeks
lacking two days; we traveled 515 miles
beld 22 meetings, had 18 Gospel conver-
sations, and baptized 5 persons.

Preparations are being made in this
district lor our anuual conlerence to be
held in. February next;for this part of
the island. Elders and Saints are being
blessed abundanily by the Lord. The
good work is progressing well. Bright
also are the future prospects in this por-
lion of the Lord's vineyard.

Onpe especial item is worthy of men-
lion, which testifies of the blessings
which are in store for the Elders of
Israel if they will only live for the same.
Elder Francis W. Kirkham ol Lehi, who
came direct from Zion and was appoint-
ed to labor here among the Maoris, in
eight weeks trom arrival was .able 1o
preach the Gospel in poser and demon-
stration in the Maon language. His
knowledge of the same has increased
very rapidly. This blessing bas been
received by prayer, humiiity and lasting.
He traveled in the north part of Wai-
kato district during the journey of
Brother Waters and mysell south.

This proved 1o be my last inieresting
trip in this land; atter a sojourn of nigh
three and a halt years, tbe sometimes
not unwelcome letter has arrived from
our beloved president, Brother Ezra F.
Richards telling me | might bid adieu
to Siinis and friends of this land aud
dwell once again 1o our dear old moun-
tain home,

Rejoicing in the glad tidings we hear
of the progress of the wo k of God and
evel praving lor a continuation ol the
same, Elders and Saints send love and
greetings o all the Saints of Zion

Hort.

Ope of the largeat Californis lona
tbat bas been killed in Butte county
war brougnt to esrth last Baturduy by
D. Q, Crandsll, who lives near Maga-
iln, eaye the Chieo, Ual.,, Enterprise.
Che youug son of Mr. Crandill, aged
about 12 years, his a eq ilrrel?”’ Jdog, a
iittle 1ellow only ab,ut & foot bigh.
Tnle dog 1a eplendid {or treelwg equlir-
rels, angd wheu hia bark is heard io the
wocds the boy takes hie rifle and goes
10 the place, where he geuerally bas
the pleasure of Kkiiling the equirrel. On
Batlurdsy alterno:n sbout 2 v’eluck the
bark of the lttle Jog wan heald a few
hundred yards from the bouse, and
the b y gravbbed hls gun apd eoon
reached the spot. But wnen be €t
a glante up among the braucbes of
lhe tree he saw a very large, fOerce.
io king Hon. The hey did not Ronow
what it might be, but was aware that
it might prove dangeraus, so he bur-
rled baok to the b use to inlorm his
father, the dog bravely guarding
the llow’s eegape. DBMr. Orandali
suppored ® pas c¢oOD of PUCh ap-
imal had been (reed, and followed
the by to the plice, He immedlately
recognizsd the dat gerous animal nnd
with a steady atm he sent a bullet
through a vital part of the lion, and it
came tumbling to the vround. The boy
was badly frightened wben be learned
the danger be had been i~. The auni.
mal wes an old one and bhad Immense
feet and limbs. It welghed 200 pounds,
and measured from tip of no:e t) tip
of tail eeven feet, while In helght it

to Brothers Ellis and Maaka, who trav-

was over three feel,



