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A NEED SUPPLIED.

WE DIRECT special atteation to an
editorial from the Ala California
which we publish in another col-
umn. It I8 upncommon in its
thoughtinl investigation of the re-
ligious nceds of the ageand in its
frank recoguitlon of rome of the ex-
cellencies of “Mormonism.?” Tt
shows that the writer, unlike most
of the contributors to the Hterature
of the day, has examined, to some
extent at least, a religious system
which is popularly but incorrectly
supposed to be comprehended in
peculiar marriage relations.

Rellgion is more and more coming
to be considered a mere matter of
fecng and sentiment, and its exer-
cise to conslst of prayer, pralse and
presching, with ceremonies varying
according to the different notions of
the devotees. Asa practical direc-
tor of human conduct in common
affalrs, it is almost ex pelled from the
mlnds of men and the creeds of the
churches. A minister thus becomes
little more than a theorizer on mat-
ters that belong to another world.

That this was not the original pur-
pose‘of the Christian system, is evi-
dent from the Book which contajns
its history and doctrines. It was
designed to enter lato men’slives
and influence all their actions. It
was not a Sunday religion. Wor-
shlp and service on the first day of
the weck was but incidental in its
practice. It was an every day regu-
lator. It directed men and women
what to do and what to
avotd in every condition of mor-
tal existence. It gave them rules
to gulde them as fathers and moth-
ers, husbands and wives, parents
and children, as members of society,
as rulers or subjects, as citizens or
officinls, as senfient belngs respon-
sible to a Higher Power for the ex-
erclse of free agency in all deeda
done ln the bady.

The ministers of the primitive
Christian Church were not only ex-
pounders, exhorters and utterers of
Christian sentiment, they were
workers in the field of human ad-
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vancement. They were ordained to
different callings nnd labored among
the people, receiving for their ser-
vices such support as was necded for
their daily wants. As apostles,

-1 prophets, evaugelists, pnstors, elders,

preshyters, bishops, tenchers or dea-
cons, they were fiot a pampered |
clergy, of n distinct caste or ¢lass,
but mingling with the members
they consulted and advised with
them on all things that pertained to
individunl or social character and
deportment.

““Mormonism?*? s primitive Chris-
tianity revived. It is a perfect re-
production of the original. Not
only isitso in form but also in
spirit. 1t is a practical every day
religion. BStrange, to say this Is
one of itschief objections to those
who oppose it. They resent its in-
terference, ns they regard it, with |
people’s secular affaira. They de-|
mand that 1t shall conflne its opera-
tions {o those spirituallties that be-
long to heaven and another sphere,
and leave earthly concerns to other
hands. This objection does not
come fron the members of the
+Mormon?® Church, but from their
opponents who have no business
with its concerns. Their modesty
in thisis not strikingly apparent.

But perhapa there might be some
excuse for their forwardness and
hostillty, if what they allege on thia
point were correct. But neither
“Normonism? nor its ccclesiasts
forcibly or dictatorially- interfere
with any person’s privite concerns.
The ndvice they give, the counsel
they offer, is sought for and desired.
It is not thrust upon any one. In a
general way the proper course of
life is pointed out by publie
instruction and exhortation. In a
private way instruction is given ns
cach member’s circumstances and
standlng may require. But no man’s
family or business is intruded upon,
nor is eocercion used in any shape to
compel conformance to regulation
or pollcy. The Teachers who visit
the Latter-day Saints in their homes
have no authority whatever to regu-
late or dletate in private affairs.
They are what thelr title implies,
gimply Teachers, and when called
upon by disputants are arbitrators
and assistants in the scttlement of
difficulties between Church mem-
bers.

The presiding authorities are not
rulers, dominating civil, or political,
or business affuirs. The priestly
dictation, absolutlsm, and theocratic
power 86 much talked of as embod-
fed in ‘*Mormoniem®’ & actu-
ally foreign to its spirit and

practice. Whun Joseph Smith the
Prophet wns nsked the secret of
his excellentgovernmentin Nauveo,
he replied: “I teach the people cor-
reat principles and they goverh
themselves.”? That is the essence
of *‘Mormonism.”” But these prin-
ciples relate to the present time and
to existing conditions and- circum-
stances. They prepare people for &
future and a higher life, by showing
themi how to live correctly and har-
moniously here and now. They
affect men and women as cccupants
of this mortal sphere, and in every
capacity thereof, whether it be pub-
lic or private, but it inteferes with
no man’s freedom of thought or
action.

It is true, a8 the Alla-Californid
says, that “Mormonism? mAY
“well be studied not by critics but
Ly philosopners.”” And amonf
them none need to study it so much
for the purpose of acguiring infor-
mation as the editors of this coull
try. Ifall who are Interested in th®
general welfare would approach
this question in the spirit of cand1.d
inquiry instead of captious cribi-
cisim, they might learn som®
thing which would aid them
greatly in the good wark of
human improvement. Itisan indi-
vidual religion. It is a social I¢
ligion. It is an intellectual and &
spiritual religion. And yet it 18 8
material religion, for It has to do
with human beingg in their phys!”
cal life and with a material el
vironment which is at present a part
of their very existence.

“Mormonism® is the religion of
the century. It isa vital, energl®
ing and potent force. It cannot b:
kept down nor stamped out. Tho
which s alluded to as “a millston®
round its meck,” has attractel the
attention of the world so much th®
it has come to be regarded as the
system ltself, while it is but a par
of it, and that art misunderstood 82
well na magnified beyond all d‘:f
.proportions in the eyeaof the woarl ;
who will not look at It exceP
through the lenses of prejudice 3T
bigotr

%: Isy;xlarverus that the thinkﬂﬂ‘z
the advanced theologians, the re
formers and philanthropists of the
times, who deplore the lifeleﬂsllcﬁslfo
modern religious systems and ¥

fook for something Hving nnlr
mighty to come, do not turn the
hiibits

attention to a rellgion that ex
so much vitality and force an

great control over the fith an
energles of its followers, 48 f
which is known by the name '(;l
““Mormonism.” But its hour W'



