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as they did or they hadbad the power to
refrain from doing it if this were not
soBO they could not be punished the
instrument that accomplishesac a certain
end that hasbaa noDO volition in itsite accom-
plishmentment or that merely is a blind
instrument used by a higher power is
not to blame for that which laIs accom-
plishedshed they who committed that
awful crime of crucifying the savior
did so through the exercise of their own
agency therefore the terrible penalty
that came upon themthein so with our
first parents adam was not deceived
it was the woman that was deceived
but as we are told by lehllehi
in the book of mormon adam fell
that man might be and men are that
they may have joy adam saw that
the partner that had been given nim
by the father had broken the lalawW
and that there would be an eternal
separation between them unless hebe also
broke the law and partook of the for-
bidden fruit he did so with his eyes
fully open aware of all the conse-
quences which would follow in order
to remain with his partner ifyf he bad
not fallen man would not have been

the one third that followed satan
were spirits they were the children
of god we are told that when the
foundations of the earth were laid the
morning stars sang together and all the
sons of god shouted for joy why
because the foundations of a habitation
for them had been laid wherere they
could come and take tabernacles as the
conofson of god came in the meridian of
time there were two thirds then
who were loyal to the father
one third feufell the punish-
ment of their rebellion was
that they should not have tabernacles
satan himself hasban not a tatabernaclebernac ae of
flesh the spirits that followed him
have not but the two thirds who
were loyal to the father who were
obedient and willing to do that which
he decided should be done bad the
privilege of receiving tabernacles and
they have come from the beginning
until the present taking tabernacles of
flesh generation after generation I1
know that in speaking thus of these
spiritsmirits it comes in contact with precon-
ceived ideas and traditions men say

why if I1 had an existence before I1
came here it is strange that I1 do not
remember it and they advance that
as an argument against propre existence
it is a fact however that there is
scarcely any of us who at some time in
our life have not had glimpses
so to speak of some past
period we feel sometimes that there
is something that we once knew it is
very faint in our minds as though it
was something that had happened in a
dream or at some previous time in our
existence which we cannot recall
something or other may occur that
will bring to us these feelings and we
strugglegle with our memories to try and

recall what it is but it is fleeting we
cannot recall it how often has it been
the case that we have met with people
whom we have never seen before that
have been as familiar to us as though
we bad always known them
perperhapshapp may be slight reminiscences
of the life that we have enjoyed of
associations that we have hadbad but
it is no argument to suppose that
becattie we cannot recall anything
connected with our previous existence
we did not exist for it is very evident

to all of usua that though we lived when
we were two or three years of agage thereethere
are very few that can recall the in-
cidents of that early period of our
lives some have better memories than
others but it is rarely that you can 11findnd
a person who can recall an incident as
far back as when he was two years of0 f
age yet they would reject immediate
ly the idea that because they could not
recollect these events they therefore
did not live

the lord has hadbad a wise purpose in
concealing this from us the reason
is apparent to those who reflect that if
wwe had a propre existence in order to
have us satisfied with our present
existence and not rush out of it as so
many do now even without knowing
anything about it cutting short
their own lives by their own
handband there should be a veil drawn
between our former existence and
our present becauseas it was saidmid about
the son of god himself that he de-
scended below all things when he
came on earth in order that he might
rise aboabove all thingsthingswewe have descended
from our high estate from our associa-
tions in the eternal worlds to this con-
dition and these surroundings and in
the providence of god it has seemed to
be necessary that that past should be
concealed from us in order that we
might cling to life and not be in haute
to terminate it why do we cling to
life because in many instances we
do not know where we are going this
life is tangible and the thought of
leaving it wwithith many people is abhor-
rent they want to live but if we all
knowknew that which had taken place in
the past when we were among the
two thirds who were faithful to god it
tois very questionable whether we would
be content to stay here

we have our agency here because of
the decision that was adopted concern-
ing the plan of salvation and those of
us who can understand it ought to
thank god for it because through this
agency we are able to exercise ody
powers in any given direction that we
choose and weleaee promised that we
shall be rewardeddeJ accordingaccord inn to the
deeds done in the body this could
not be the case if our agency were
taken from usua but with our agency
we can do that which good in
our sight we can take the path that
the father points out we can pursue
the course concerning which he has
given us commandments or on the
other hand we can reject these com-
mandmentsmand ments but if we do reject
them we can blame no one but our-
selves therefore in the great day
when we stand up to be judged ac-
cording to the deeds done IQin the
body we cannot pledplead that we could
not help doing so and so because
if we commit sin we do so by our own
free will god has not predestined any
of us to be damned on the contrary
he has desired and does desire the
salvation of all the children of men
and he will save all with certain de-
greesrees of salvation if they do not go so
farfor as to commit the unpardonable sin
some people think they have done
this when they have not A man
must have attained to considerable
knowledge about god and eternal
things before he is in a condition
where he can commit the unpardonable
sin but when that sin is committed
it will be committed as it was in the

case of judas who is a most notable
illustration of this kind of a sinner
but there are comparatively few who
get so far as this A man must have
sufficient knowledge to make him
a god in order to be a devil
lucifer had to be a great
and a powerful being he stood
high in the presence of god and his
fall was greater than it would have
been if he had occupied an inferior
station therefore the more we know
concerning god the more power and
the more gifts we get from god ifthey
are abused the greater will bdourbe our con
dem nation and the greater will be the
depth to which we shall fall when we
do fall on the one hand there tois
loryglory1 and exaltation in proportion to
fafaithfulness to knowledge and to gifts
and opportunities enjoyed on the
other handband there is damnation and a
withdrawal of these blessings and the
depth to which that soul will fall will
bebeinin proportion to the knowledge
to the understanding to the gifts
to the opportunities and to the bless-
ings that he possessed and that he
enjoyed but our father intends to
save all his children if they will be
saved he loves us and those of you
who have had children who have hadbad
wayward children perhaps know how
your feelings of sympathy and kind-
ness have gone out for them and you
felt as though you could do anything
for them upon correct principles iffl
they would letjet you and do you not
think that our father in heaven who
is full of beneficence and loveanalove and whosewhom
unceasing watchcasewatchcare is over us from
birth to death has greater afaffection for
us than we can possibly have for our
children certainly be has but
there are attributes which he hasham
through which he is god the being
whom we worship one of these attri-
butes is justice and though he is mer-
ciful for that is another attribute of
his yet he cannot consistently allow
mercy to rob justice the demands of
usticejustice must be satisfied then mercy

steps in and claims the crea
tueaure therefore this horrible doc-
trine that is taught tithroughrough a
misconception of the scriptures con-
cerning beings that are consigned to
hell throughout the endless ages of
eternity withoutwith aut any possibility of re-
demptiondemp tion is not true it does not fol-
low that because there is a place of
punishment which is eternal in its
characterharacter or that the punishment it-

self tois eternal the being consigned to it
shall remain litin it eternally god has
made this plain to us and it has re-
lieved us to a great extent from the
horriblelor fears with which the idea of a
future place of torment tois associated in
the minds of modern men after the
transgression is atoned for then salv i-
lontio comes

we are not held responsible for the
sin of adam the death of the savior
has redeemed us from that and from
all thehe other consequences of the fall
to a very great extent and it will
do entirely it hasbaa redeemed us
from the grave it has brought
about the resurrection of the body he
became the first fruits of them that
slept he broke the bands of death
he led captivity captive he tri-
umphed over I1thehe grave and became
as I1 have said the first fruits of them
that slept and others who had died
before and who were righteous came


