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me fol-
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lonlor colfax ff

the deinderndemandsands of thetho people off utah ter-
ritory for immediate adaladai fasion into thetho

a state made altheirat their recent con-
ference meeting and to be presented by
their delegate acat the approaching session ofaf
congress compels thetha nation to meet face
tofaketo facenace a questiononitit has apparently en-
deavoreddeavored to ignore I1 speak of it as a de-
mand

do-
mand 11 because thetho appeal is in sharp and
unusual language for a petition it is
claimed as a rinightrightfit abatheandaud the refusal to act onorl
previous applications resented as a wrong

but thatthaidiscussion of this question will
necessarily takotake a wider range than the
applicationapp catlon itself II11 will embrace in its
seescopescone thetoe present condition of thatthab people
andrandlan hetherwhether congress owes any duty
Vleacaa verttooitsits insulted laws to the offic
erTeffeeri bargedcharged with their execution and to
thehe law abiding people resident within the

esmitsmits ofthe territoryy thetho remarkable conversation betweenyoung and senator
must still be fresh in the popular mind
in it thothe former person threatened if the
officers of the united states acted objec-
tionablytionably to him he would eject them from
the territory and the recent expulsion of
prominentrominent members of his church forkubaindoubting his infallibility proves that he
regardss hisis powerower as equal to any emer-
gencyrenegene and hash a will equal to his power
I1 propose in this article to examine in the
lightligh ofhistoryiston some phases of the mormonlormonformon
augquestionti n treating of those especiallywhich
are the navorfavorfavorite themestheme of thetha mormon
leaders

1I THEIR fertilizingMIZING OF TIIETHE DESERT

for this they claim great credit and I1
would not detract one iota from all they
are legitimately entitled to it was a desert
when they first emigrated thither they
have made largelargle portions of ii fruitful and
productive and their chief city is beau-
tiful in location and attractive in its gar-
densdenlandand shrubbery butnutbuethethe solution of
it all is in one word WATER what seem-
ed to the eye a desert became fruitful
when irrigated and the mountains whose
crests aroare clothed in perpetual snow fur-
nished in the unfailing supplies of their
ravines the necessary fertilizer I1 need
onlybaily allude to the constant market they
havehate had for their products first by thothe
almost continuous procession of teams
crossing the continent which stopped
there naturally for supplies fittingrefittingre etc
and secondly by the largelargo demand from
the mining regions of idaho and montana
of which they were the nearest food
producing neighbor all this has tended
to enrich them and the church leaders
chosowhoso ti things depended on thothe productsproducets
of thothe peopleeople sedulously and wisely in

industry butbat when we contrast
their development in the twenty two years
since 18471947 with the development of
Colcoicoloradobrado territory in the ten years since
1859 it does not seem as unexampled as
tho magnates of their church assume I1

1 11II THEIR persecutions
thisibis also is one of their favorite themes

constantly is it reiterated by their apostles
andana bishops from week to week and
fonnfornicom year to year it is discoursed about
lffitiff their bernacetabernacleTa and their ward and
town churches it is written about in their
periodicalsperiodicals and papers it il talked about i

with nearly every stranger that comes into
their midst they have been driven from
place to place they claim solely on account
of theirthein teiltelireligiousalous belief their faith has
subjected them to thetho wickedestwickedest perse u
eions by unbelievers they have been de-
spoiled

e
they insist of their property malmat

treated in their persons and cast
out because they would not renorenounceunconeeneo their
professions and their revelations I1 abhor
asmuth as any one can abhor persecutions
of any denomination or of any people on
account of their religious creed but his-
tory

is
tells us that what they denounce was

caused by far difdlfdifferentderent reasons I1 do not
attempt to decide that the charges against
them were all well founded for I1 was not
in such close vicinity as to be cognizant of
them from my own knowledge my ob-
ject by this historical betrosretrospect1 oct is to show
that tidythey werewece not driven ottomfrom any region
on account of hostility to their religion as
they so persistently assert

their churchwas first established at man-
chesterelmanchestorIT Y in 1830 and circlrtheir firsfirfirst0 re-
moval was in 1831 to Kirtlankirtlandfl ohio
which they declared was revealed to them

ehging1 as the site of their now jerusalem thence
I1 their leaderss went west to earchoarsearch a now lo-
cationseaTealeationtion which they found inhi jackson coun-
tyay mo dedicated a site for another hewbewN ewye there and returned to kirtlandKirtiand
to remain for five years avowedly to makemoney A bank was established there by
them large quantities of bills of doubtful
value issued and growing out ofchargeses of
fraudulent dealing smith and ririgdonghori wereere
tarred and feathered in 1832 reixrhexthis was the
first persecution and unjustifiable as suchoutrages are this one was based on alleged

draudraud and not on religious belief in janidaryary 1838 the bank failed and to avoidavold
arrest for irand the leaders fled in thetho nightto missouri their followers joined themthere and were soon accused by the peo-ple plundering and burning habitationsand of awretret assassinations norsonNordodo these

chachargesq es against thommthorn rest on the testimony
otof thoseh0s0 who had not been of theirs own
faith in october 1833 T B marsh ex
president of the twelve apostles of their
church and orson hyde one of thothe apos-
tles made affidavits before auan officer inrayeay county mo in which marsh sworeeanaantl hyde corroborated it

they have among asemtnoemnem a company con-
sisting of all that aroare considered truetruo mor
mons called the canitesDa who have taken
an oathoat h to support the heads of the church
in all things whether right or wrong I111
have heard the prophet say that he would I1

yet tread down hishisbis enemies and walk
over their dead bodies that if hohe was
not let alone he would bobe a second
admed to this generation and that he
would make it one gorogore of blood from the
rocky mountain to the atlantic ocean

the sermon of sidney rigdon the ath of
july previous in which hohe had threatened

that if they were disturbed they would
makomake it a war of extermination with their
enemies till the last drop of blood was spil-
led carrying the seat ot war to their own
houses and their own families seemed to
confirm the sworn testimony above quoted
0off those who had been at that very timtimotime0 in
the highesthi hest places of the church andjhwhen theyey fortified their tons anaand defied
the officers of the law it added of course
fuel to the flame of public excitement the
militia odtheof the state were finally called out
and yielding to their large numbers the
mormonscormons capitulated agreeing to leave
missouri and go to nauvoo the gogov-
ernor

V
of missouri in his message gives the

reasons for their expulsion as follows
these people had violated the laws of

the land by open and armed resistance to
them agythey had instituted among them-
selves a government of their own inindepen-
dent

depen-
dent of and in opposition to the govern-
ment of this state they badat an inclement
season orthoof thothe year driven the inhabitants
of an entire county from their homes rav-
aged their crops and destroyed their dwell-
ingsings 11

there is nothing as to their religion here
unless they may claim that as in the case
niesfiesof polygamyolygamy an assumed revelation justi-
fied

justi-fies them in their conduct
innauvoo they remaina till 1846 thothedisturbance which finally caused them fo

leave that city was not in consequence of
their religiousreligions creed Ffosterfostoroster and law who
had been mormonscormonsMormons renounced the faith
and established an antiantl mormon paper atnauvoo called the expositor in may
1844 the prophet and a partparty7 of hihiss
followers 0on the publication ofok itsita first
number attacked the officeofficetoretoretoro it down
and destroyed the presses the proprie-
tors fled for their lives to carthage the
county seat and obtained warrants for
joseph and hyrum smith and sixteen
others the constable who sought to saryesarve
them was driven from nauvoo thothe aut-
horitiesties thereupon called out the militia to
enforce the law and the mormonscormons armed
themselves to resist it but at last the two
smiths surrendered and were taken to the
county jailjall at carthage which was strongly
guardedad A party of missouriansMissourians crossed
tthe0 rriveriverlver overpoweredered the guard and
murdered the prisoners it waawas murder
and nothing else for the prisoners balbadhad
surrendered on thetho promise of thefile govern-
ment to protect them and thitha guiltiest
criminals have a right to a fair public and
impartial trialtriai but the origin of this trag-
edy can be traced directly to thothe illegal
memobbingabbing of afreea freofree press for daring tto0 pub-
licly denounce Mormonism and its
ticescices in 18151845 the nauvoo charter was reirerel I

pealed by the illinois legislature and they
made preparations to leave hastened by
another conflict withwith the people of the vi-cinity in 18481818 they reached council
bluffs and in 1847 brigham young and tho
advanced guard of the mormonscormons arrived at
saltsaitSal t lauelakelallaize valley
I1 may briefly under this head trace thehistory of their collisions in their present

region with the general government
in september 1850 congress organized

utah territory and president fillmore
appointed brigham young allolwho at smithsdeath J hadhaa become president of the church
as govgovernorarnor the next year the federaljudges were compelled by brigham
Yoyoungstings threats of violence to flee frony theterritory and the laws of the united states
were openly defied colonel steptoe was
commissioned asis governor in thothe place ofyoungyoun but after with abattalion
of soldiers at salt lakolabo city hohe resigned
not deeming it safe or prudent to accept
brigham young tho sabbath after hono
left preached a sersermonmon in the tabernacle
declaring 1

1 I16111I am and willbowiilwill be governor and nopower can hinder it until thethoththe o lord altallmighty says brigham you nenewlneedwl not bobagovernor any ignlonger if
most of the elcivilietofficers of the Torriterritorytory

who were commissioned at the bagno timoiima
with steptoe arrived aafewfew months after his
departure and were harassed and threat-ened as their predecessors hidhad been infebruary amob of armed mormonscormonsMormons
instigated by sermons froin the heads of the
Church brokobroke into the united states court-
room and at the point of the bowiebowle knife
compelled judge drummond to adjourn his
court sine die and very soon all of the
united states officers except the indianagentargent were compelled to deefleo from theterritory

president buchanan now determined to
supersede brigham young as governor
effectually in 1857 he appointed alfredCumming Governor and judge eckles 001
indiana chief justice and sentbent themthere to

utah withwitha a force of 2500 soldiers to protect
thelandthemand to compel obedience to thetho law
brigham young issued a proclamation
denouncing the army as a mob forbiddingford idding
it to enter the territory and callicalilcallinanir the
people to arms to repel its advance thewhothoytheyy
fortifiedlortitortified echo canyon the garewgatewayay of ap-
proach to the mormon capitcapitalal through
which the pacific railroad now runs and
a party of mounted mormonscormons commenced
thothe war by attacking and destroying sever-
al of the supply trains and cutting off from
the rear of the army and driving to salt
lake soo united states oxen the troops
necessarily moving slowly worewere overovertaken
by the snows in november and wintered
near fort bridger in the spring of 1858
the president throughb governor PowellofreraKerAkentuckytucky aniandand major McCulloughof texas
offered pardon to allMorallail mormonscormonsmons who would
submit themselves to the federal author-
ity which was finally accepted the troops
encamped forty miles from thetho city and
remained there tillfill 1860 when they were
withdrawn

this sketch is not colored by any views
of myownmy own I1 have simply drawn it from
history nothing extenuating nor setting
down aught in malice but tiethe reader will
fail to find in it thattuat any of what they call
thelitheir persecutions sprangt from their pe-
cullar

pe-
culiar religious faith

IIIili theintheir
in their mormon bible publicly pro-

claimed by them to the world as an in-
spired

u-
s revelation on whishahkh rock they had
builtbulitit their church polygamy is denounced
as the wickedestwick edest of crimes daviadavid and
solomon are condemned 1inn it for their many
wives and concubines which thing wasas
abominable before me saith the boidlordlordd 1

wherefore my brethren hear mome aniand
harkenbarken to the word of the lord for there
shall not any man amongamon you have save it
bobe one wife and concubinesliesties he shallshail havelhave
none for I1 the lord delldelideligh tethleteth in the
chastity of women thediannermanner in which
this positive language is evaded by them
is by quoting what occurs subsequently to
this in their book of mormon as follows
for if I1 will saith the lord of hosts

raise up seed unto me I1 will commandcommand
my people Ototherwiseberwise they shall harkenbarken
unto these things I1 need not repeat the
argument of thothe josephites the anti
polygamy mormonscormonsMormons that if god did de-
clare polygamy abominable because it
violated the chastity of women hohe could
not possibly make a revelation afterward
commanding it suffice it to say the mor
mons claim that he did july 12 1843
thirteen years after the printing of their
original revelation and on that assumed
revelation of 1843 they justify its practice
and their defiancedefianco of tho law of thetho united
states prohibiting it in all the territories
but in 1845 twotico years after this pretended
revelation the leaders of the church in an
official document formally declared as
follows

inasmuch as this church of christ has
been reproached with the crime bof fornica-
tion and polygamy we declare that wowe be-
lieve that one man should have but one
wife and one woman but one husband
except in casocase of death when either is at
liberty to marry again

the explanation they give of thithiss offommofficialleialdenial of a practice two years after thetho
assumed revelation by which they now
justify itis that it was made from prudent-
ial considerations and without aarguing
whether this is any moral justification of
the act I1 propose to inquire whwhetheretheraa i

revelation of this kind thus claimed by
them vindicates them in defying thetho law
of the united states upon the subject

thorothere were three different newspaper
reports made of the speech I1 delivered on
the evening of october 05 in front of thothe
townsend house in SaltLakolake city one by
a mormon reporter for the salsaltt lakolake tele
graph which was but an abstract stating
that I1 condemned polygamy anhanaand quoted
from thothe bookboo of mormon and from thothothe
doctrines and covenants which is the
creed and discipline of thetho church and
the other two by reporters for the chicago
tristineTriblinetine and the springfield republican
Thelthe Mormon editor tdrerepliedled in his paper
of thathe next morning thatthab the latter citation
which still embodies in unchanged phra-

seologyse tho omphaemphatictio language used by
their loaders in 1815 above quoted was
moromore forcible than the former one from
thothe mormon bible as that was qualified by
the words also quoted above commenc-
ing 0 eoreovfor21 willwiil saith the lord of hosts
etc I1 quetoquote however from the twotivo other
reports of what I1 said desiring to confine
my argumentmentmont now upon this point to the
illustrations I1 presented to them face to
face in their own public street

Thetho report in the chicago tribune quotes
my remarks as follows

vouyonyou tell mome you have the authority of
revelation for this dedefianceflancofianco of law and a
nwnow ra contrary to that recorded
in the book of lkmormonlormon to which I1 have
alludedhidedal I1 replynoply that you havohave no hightright to
overthrow and defy the laws by assumed
revelations if some onoone should have a
revelation tonightto night declaring that thestrong should seize and possess tho wives
of the weak you would surely have nonenunenonnun 0
of such a revelation another
revelation that the talented and rich should
takotake the wives of the ignorant and poor

riusinyou would certainly trample on it if the
andoos should comocome hither and insist on

practicing what they regard as a religiousreligidus
rite the burning of widows on thothe funeral
piles of their husbanhusbandsls yonyou would scout
suchasuch a revelation and such a religion

thothe report in the springfield kep
gives the samesamo ideas aedand illustrationsinlanguage as identidenticalmalkal as two reports by two
different reporters would quote them

and yetvet while you assume that this
later revelation gives youyon the right to turnyour backon your old faith and to disobey
the law youyon would not yourselves tolerate
others in assuming rights for themselves
under revelations they might claimdalm to have
received or under religionsreligious they might pro-
fess the claimed as part of theirreligion thothe right to burn widows with the
dead bodies of their husbands ivenoivereto attempt itift here as their religion soayoa
would prevent it by force if a newnow reve-
lation were to be proclaimed here that thestrong men should have the right to takethe wives of the weaker men that thothe
learned men should take thothe wives of the
unlearned that tho rich men should takestakei
thothe wives of the poor that those who gerecereCwereeroere
powerful and influential should havehavo thotheright to command the labor and the service
of thetho humbler as their bond slaves you
would spurn it and would rely upon the
law and the power of thothe united states to
protect you

john taylor onoon 0 of the twelve apostles
in replying from salt lake city november
2 1869 in a letter to the new yoriyork tribuneZibune
to this speech says that in my strictures
orlorion our institutions there isis an apparent
faith and sincerity manifested but hofio at-
tacks those strictures and defends their in-
stitutionution in language which to do him falljustice I1 quote literally

that our country is governed by law
we all admit but when it is said that no
assumed revelation justifies any one in

trampling on the law I1 would respectfully
ask what not if it interferesinterfers with my relig-
ious

relig-
ions faith which you state is a matter bbe-
tween god and myself aloneaiono thetho as-
sumed revelation referred to is one of the
most vital points ofor our religious faith it
emanates from godana legislated
away it is part of the everlasting cove-
nant which god has given to knauman

mr colfax has a perfect right to state and
feel that he does not believe thothe revelation
on which my religious faith is batbaadad nor
in my faith at all but has hojae thothe right to
dictate my rellrelireligiousgiousions faith L think not
hohe doosdocs not consider it religion it is
nevertheless mine if a revelation fromgod jsis not a religion what ds it his not
believing it isa from gogodd makes no differ-
ence

all religions are tolerated with us and
all revelations or assumed revelations wo
taketakes thothe liberty of disbelieving some of
them but none are interferedInttnterferdenferd with and in
relation to turning our back on our bidoia re-
ligion we have navernever done it concerning
our permpermittingittin the to burn their
widows it isii difficult to say what we
should do

As to his statements thatall religions are
tolerated with us I1 I1 would say that the re-
fusal to allow the sons of their first prophet
joseph smith to preach the old anti poly

mormon doctrine in their taber-
nacle ward houses publicbuildings or the
streets and the threats and abuse to which
they have been subjected everieverl since they
attempted to preach in the few gentilogentile
houses open to them with thothe unpunished
murderers of gentiles likeliko dr robinson
brassfield and others and the recent
brutal attacks on beadle watterswalters and

to speakagainst polygamy
are specimens of toleration ratherrathor novel
in the united states I1

but I1 come directly to thothe apostles
ment ho passes over all thothe illustrations
cited except one and it is significant that
about the samosame timotimehohe was whitinwriting itchenit hen
godbe and others were being exeneexpelledlafromfrom
the church for doubting the infallibility of
brigham young daniel mayor
of salt lake and now the next in authauthoritybrity
in the church to their president docidoeldeclareddreZIbrett
that one might as well dispute thetha infalli-
bility of the almighty showing that what-
ever revelations brigham young may seeseo
fit to proclaim now or hereafter they are
to bobe obeyed unquestioningly no fratter
what law they repudiate what authority
they contravene or what crime they mamavV
command and in the fullhill and frank
conversation 3 of our party in 18651863 at the
residence of mrair young with himself and
his apostles mr carrington then editor of
their church organ declared that ifit he
received a revelation through the church to
kill his son bohe would obey it unhesitating-
ly I1 thothe details of this conversation aroarc totobobe
found in mr bowles book across nethe
continent published some years since

the onoone ilillustration cited by metomoto which
apostle taylor does see fit to refer is that
of thothes Hindoos and he confesses in replynoply
to it that iftittit is difficult to say what wolve
should do about our permitting thothe hin
doosdoes to burn their widows it is not
however I1 am glad to remark difficult
to say what tho nation would do
of tho claim that it is part of ththeiralcair religious
faith and history tells us what a civilized
nation akin to ours actually they
had thothe power

the suttee as the burning ofwidowsS with
their husbands is called can be traced back
as an alleged religious ritorite in india for
years as far as fourfourteenteon centuries before
the christian era the brahminsBrahmins claimed
as the mormonscormons do now in regard to their
institution that it was taught inI1n their sacred
books and conferred the highest on
both liusilusband andwife shesho was to remain
with her husband in thothe regions of the
blessed thirty five millions of years but
if she did not consent to it shoshe was to have
no place there it has been proven

recently on an examination of these


