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THE MORMON QUESTION BY VICE
PRESIDENT COLYFAX.

The New York Iadependent has the fol-
lowing article from the pen of Hon. Schuy-
ler Colfax, !

« The demands of the people of Utah Ter-
ritory for immediate admission into the
Union as a State, imade at their recent Con-
ference meetings, and to be presented by
their delegate at the approaching session of
Congress, compels the nation to meet- face
to face, a question it has apparently en-
deavored to ignore. I speak of it as “‘a de-
mand,”’ because the appeal is in sharp and
unusual lauguage for a petition. It is’
¢laimed as a right, and the refusal toact on
previous applications resented as a wrong. |

But the discussion of this question will |
necessarily take a wider range than the
application itself., Il will embrace in its,
scope the present condition ofthat people, |
and whether Congress owes any duty
whatever to its insulted laws to the offic-
ars charged with their execution, and to

law-abiding people resident within the
its of the Territory. |
The remarkable conversation between
am Young and Senator Trumbull
must still be fresh in the popular mind, |

In it the former person threatened, if the
officers of the United States acted objec- |
tionably to him, he would eject them from
the Territory; and the recent expulsion of |

rominent members of his church, for

nubt.ini].;ia infallibility proves that he
regards his power as equal to any emer- |
gency and has a will equal to his power. !
i propose in this article to examine, in the
light of history, some phases ofthe Mormon |
question, treating of those especially which |
?:d the favorite themes of the Mormon

ers,

I. THEIR FERTILIIZING OF THE DESERT.

For this they claim great credit; and I
would not detract one iota from all they |
are legitimately entitled to. It wasadesert |
when they first emigrated thither., They
have e rtions of ii fruitful and
productive, and their chief city is bean-

tiful in location and attractive in its gar-|

densand shrubbery. But the solution of
itall is in one word—wATER. What seem-
ed to the eye a desert became fruitful

~over their dead bodies;
would make it one gore of blood from the

July previous, in which he had threatened
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chagges against them rest on the testimony
of those who had not been of their own
faith In Oectober, 1833, T. B. Marsh, ex-
President of the Twelve Apostles of their
church, and Orson Hyde, one of the apos-
tles, made alflidavits before aun officer in
Ray county, Mo,, in which Marsh swore,
and Hyde corroborated it:

“They have among tsem a company ¢on-
sisting of all that are considered true Mor-
mons, called the Danites, who have takeu
an oath to support the heads of the church
in all things, whether right or wrong. I
have heard the prophet say that he would
yvet tread down ;his enemies, and walk
thar, if he was
not let alone, he would be a second Moh-
ammed to this generation, and that he

Rocky Mountain to the Atlantic Ocean.”
The sermon of Sidney Rigdon, the 4th of

“that, if they were disturbed, they would
make it a war of extermination with cheir
enemies, till the last drop of blood was spil-
led, carrying the seat ot war to their own
houses and their own families,”” seemed to
confirm the sworn testimony above quoted
of those who had been at that very time in
the highest places of the church. And,
when they fortified their towns, and defied
the officers of the law, it added, of course,
fuel to the flame of public excitement. The
militia of the State were finally called out,
and, yielding to their large numbers, the
Mormons capitulated, agreeing to leave
Missouri and go to Naavoo, Ill, The Gov-
ernor of ‘Missouri, in his message, gives the
reasons for their expulsion as follows:

“These people had violated the laws of
the land, by open and armed resistance to
them; tﬁey had instituted among them- |
selves a government of their own, indepen-
dent of, and in opposition to, the Govern-
ment of this State; they had,atan inclement
season of the year, driven the inhabitants
of an entire county from their homes, rav-
aged their crops and destroyed their dwell-
ings,’”’ |

There is nothing as to their religion here,
unlasia they may claim that, asliu the case
of polygamy, an assumed revelation justi-
ﬁeg thﬂﬁ ig their conduct. :

In Nauvoo they remaind till 1845. The

disturbance, which finally caused them to
leave that city, was pot in consequence of
their religious creed. Foster and Law, who

when irrigated; and the mountains whese
crests are clothed in perpetual snow, fur-

e

ravines, the necessary
only

fertilizer. I mneed
allude to the constant market they

almost continuous procession of teams
crossing the eontinent, which stopped
there naturally for supplies, refitting, etc.;
and secondly, by the large demand from
the mining regions of Idaho and Montana,
of which they were the nearest food-
producing neighbor. -All this has tended
to enrich them; and the church leaders,
whose tithings d:;fendad on the products
of the ple, sedulously and wisely in
culcated industry. But when we contrast
their development, in the twenty-two years
since 1847, with the development of
Colorado Territory in the ten years since
1859, it does nof seem as unexampled as
the magnates of their church assume,

II, THEIR PERSECUTIOXNS,

This also is one of their favorite themes,
Constantly is it reiterated by their apostles
and bishops from week to week, and
from year to year, It is discoursed about

town churches, It is writtenabout in their
periodicals and papers. It is talked about
with nearly every stranger that comes into
their midst. They have been driven from
place to place, they claim, solely on aceount
of their religious belief, Their faith has
subjected them to the wickedest persecu-
tions by unbelievers. They have been de-
spoiled, they insist of thei;g_mperty, mal-
treated in their persons, buffeted and cast
out, because they would
professions and their revelations. I abhor
asmuch as any one can abhor, persecutions
of any denomination, or of any people, on
account of their religious ereed., But his-
tory tells us that what they denounce was
caused far different reasons., I do uot
attempt to decide that the charges against
them were all well-founded, for I was not
in such close vicinity as to be cognizant of
them from my own knowledge. My ob-
jeet, by this historical retrospéct, is to show
that they were not driven from any region
on acecount of hostility to theirreligion, as
they so persistently assert,

Their church was first estahl}ahed at Man-
chester, N. Y., in 1830; and their first re-
moval was in 1831, to Kirtland, Ohio,
which they declared was revealed to them
as the site of their New Jerusalem. Thence
their leader's went west to search a new lo-
cation, which they found ih Jackson coun-
1J:y, Mo.; dedicated a site for another New

erusalem there, and returned to Kirtland
1o remain for five years, avowedly to make
money. A bank was established there by
them; iarge quantities of bills of doubtfiul
value issued; and, growing out of charges of
fraudulent dealing, Smith and Rigdon were
tarred and feathered in 1832, This was the

'Salt Lake

not renounece their |

had been Mormons, renounced the faith
and established an anti-Mormon paper at
Nauvoo, called the Eirpositor. In May,
1844, the prophet and a party of his
followers, on the publication of its first
number, attacked the office, tore it down,
and destroyed the presses. The proprie-
tors fled for their lives to Carthage, the
county seat, and obtainesd warrants for
Joseph and Hyrum Smith and sixteen
others. The constable who sought to serve
them was driven from Nauvoo. The Au-
thorities thereupon called out the militia to
enforce the law, and the Mormons armed
themselves to resist it; but at last the two
Smiths surrendered, and were taken to the
county jail at Carthage, which was strongly
guarded. A party of Missourians crossed
the river, overpowered the guard, and
murdered the prisoners. It we8 murdefr
and ‘nothing else, for the prisoners had
surrendered on the promise of the Govern-
ment to proteet them, and theé guiltiest
criminals have a right to a fair, public and
impartial trial. But the origin of this trag-
edy can be traced directly to the illegal
mobbing of a free press for daring to pub-
licly denounce Mormonism'and its prac-
tices. In 1845 the Nauvoo charter was re-
pealed by the Illinois Legislature, and they
made preparations to leave, hastened by
another conilict with the people of the vi-
cinity. In 1846 they reached Council
Blufis, and in 1847 Brigham Young and the

-

advanced d of the Mormons arrived at
%a].ley.

I may briefly, under this head, trace the
history of their collisions, in their present
re Sn, with Bﬂﬁm {i}gj}ﬂr%l Government,

eptember, 185 ongress organized
Utah Territuri, and President Fillmore
appoinied Brigham Young (who, at Smith's
death,bad become President of the Chureh)
as Governor. Thenext year the Federal
Judges were compelled by Brigham
Young’s threats of violence to flee fromy the
Territory, and the laws of the United States
were openly defied. Colonel Steptoe was
commissioned as Governor, in the place of
Young; but, after wintering with a battalion
of soldiers at Salt Lake City, he resigned,
not deeming it safe or prudent to aceept,
Brigham Young, the Sabbath after he
left, preached a sermon in the Tabernacle,
declaring:

“I am and will (be Governor; and no

| my argument now upon this point to the

power can hinder it, until the Lord Al

Governor any longer.”

Most of the civil ofiicers of the Territory
who werecommissioned at the same timo
with Steptoe, arrived a few months after bis
departure, and were harassed and threat-
ened as their predecessors had been. In
February, 1855, ancob of armed Mormons,
instigated by sermons from the heads of the
Church,broke into the United States Court-

mighty says, “Brigham, you *negd not be l

room, and at the point of the bowie-knife

{irst persecution; and, unjustifiable as such
outrages are, this one was based on alleged

~ fraud, and not on religious belief, In Jan-

uary, 1838, the bank failed; and, to avoid
xrest for fraud, the leaders fled in thenight
Missouri. Their followers joined them
e, and were soon accused by the peo-

L "plundering and burning habitations,
and of assassinations.” Nor do these

%ﬂnt&) ;ere compelled to

President Buchanan now determined to Eindm should come hi

supersede Brigham Young as Governor

effectually. In 1857 he appointed Alfred | rite.-the

Cumming,Governor, and Judge Eckles, o:
Indiana, Chief Justice,

compelled Judge Drummond to adjourn his | of the weak, you would surely have nune
court sine die; and very soon all of the | of such a revelation., Iftherewas anothes
United States officers, except the Indian | revelation that the talented and rich should
fiee from the | take the wives of the i
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' Utah, withafores of 2,500 soldiers to protect

them and to compel obedience to the law,
Brigham Young issmed a proeclamation
denouncing the army as a mob, fordidding
it to enter the Territory, and callinz the
people to arms fo repel its advance. They

forfified Echo Canyon, the gateway of ap- |

proach to the Mormon ecapital (through
which the Pacifie Railroad now runs), and

D

The report in the Springtield Republican
' gives the same ideas and illustrations in
language as identical as two reports by two
different reporters would quote them:
“And yet, while you assume that this
later revelation gives you the right to turn
your backon your old faith, and to disobey
the law, you would not yourselves tolerate
others in assuming rights for themselves

a party of mounted Mormons commenced

under revelations they might claim to have

the war by attacking and destroying sever- | received, or under religions they might pro-

al of the supply trains, and cutting off from | fess,

the rear of the army and driving to Salt
Lake 800 United States oxen. The troops,
necessarily moving slowly, were overtaken
by the smows in Npvember, and wintered
near IFort Bridger. In the spring of 1838
the President, through Governor Powell,of
Kentucky and Major MeCullough,of Texas,
offered pardon to all Mormons who would

submit themselves to the Federal author-
ity, which was firally accepted. The troops
encamped forty miles from the city and
remained there till 1860, when they were
withdrawn,

This sketch is not colored by any views
of my own. I havesimply drawn it from
history, nothing extenuating nor setting
down aught in malice. But the reader will
fail to find in it that any of what they call
their *persecutions’ sprang from their pe-
culiar religious faith.

IIT. THEIR TOLYGAMY,

In their Mormon Bible, publicly pro-
claimed by them to the world as an in-
spired revelation, on which rock they had
built their chureb, polygamy is denounced
as the wickedest of c¢rimes, David and
Solomonare condemned in it for their many
wives and concubines, “which thing was
abominable before me, szith the ILord.”
*Wherefore, my brethren, hear me and
harken to the word of the Lord; for there
shall not any man amon: you have save it
be one wife, and conenbines he shall have
none; for I, the Lord, delighteth in the

chastity of women,”” The mannerin which
this positive language is evaded by them
is by quoting what oceurs subsequently to
this in their Book of Mormon, as follows:
“For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts

raise up seed unto me, I will command
my people. Otkerwise they shall harken
unto these things.”” I need not repeat the
argument of the Josephites, (the anti-
polygamy Mormons) that, if God did de-
clare polygamy abominable, because it
violated the chastity of women, he could
not possibly make a revelation afterward
commanding it. Suffice it to say, the Mor-
mons claim that he did, July 12, 1843,
thirteen years after the printing of their
eriginal revelation; and on that assumed
revelation of 1843 they justify its practice,
and their defiance of the law of the United
States prohibiting it in all the Territories,
But in 1845, two years after this pretended
revelation, the leaders of the church, in an |
official document, formally declared as
follows:

*Inasmuch as this Chureh of Christ has
been reproached with the erime of fornica-
tion and polygamy, we declare that we be-
lieve that one mwan should have but one
wife, and one woman but one husband,
except in case of death, when either is at
liberty to marry again.”

The explanation they give of this oflicial
denial of a practice, two years after the
assumed revelation by which they now
justify it,is that it was made from prudent-
ial considerations. And without arguing
whether thisis any moral justification of
the act, I propose to inguire whether a
revelation of this Kind, thus claimed by
them, vindicates them in defying the law
ot the United States upon the subject,

There were three different newspaper
reports made of the speech I delivered on
the evening of October 5, in front of the
Townsend House, in Salt Lake City: one by
a Mormon reporter for the Salt L.ake Tele-
graph, which was but an abstraect, stating
that I condemned polygamy and quoted
from the Book of Mormon and from ‘‘the
Doctrines and Covenants” (which is the
creed and discipline of the Church); and
the other two by reporters for the Chicago |
Tribune and the Springfield Repubdlican.
The Mormon editor jreplied in his paper
of the next morning that the latter citation
(which still embodies, in unchanged phra-
seology, the emphatic language used by
their leaders in 1845, above quoted) was
more forcible than the former one from
the Mormon Bible, as that was qualified by
the words, also quoted above, commenc-
ing “Forif I will, saiththe Lord of Hosts,”
ete. I quete however from the two other
reports of what I said, desiring.to confine

illustrations I presented to them, face to
face, in their own publie street.

The report in the Chicago T'ribune quotes
niy remarks as follows:

‘““You tell me you have the suthority of
revelation for this defiance of law, and a
neéw revelation, contrary to that recorded
in the Book of Mormon, to which I have
alladed. I reply that you have no right to

overthrow and defy the laws by assumed

| revelations, ' If some one should have a

revelation to-night, declaring -that the
strong should seize and possess the wives

gnorant and poor,
trample on it. 1fthe

er and insist on
what they regard as a religious
urning of widows onthe funeral
piles of their husban/s—youn would scout

ou would certainly

and sent therc to | such a revelation and snuch a religion,”

s. The Hindoosclaimed, as part of their
religion, the right to burn widows with the
dead bodies of their hushands, Ifthey were
to attempt it here, as their religion, you
would prevent it by force., Ifa new reve-
lation were to be proclaimed here that the
strong men should have the right to take
the wives of the weaker men, that the
learned men should take the wives of the
unlearned, that the rich men should gku
the wives of the poor, that those who Were
powerful and influential should have the
right to command the labor and the service
of the humbler, as their bond-slaves, you
would spurn it, and would rely upon the
law and the power of the United States to
protect you,” -

_ John Taylor, one of the Twelve Apostles,
in replying from Salt Lake City, November
2,-1869, in a letter to the New York Tribunc,
to this speech, says that in my “strictures
on our lunstitutions there is an apparent
faith and sincerity manifested;” but he at-
tacks those strictures and defends their in-
stitution in language which, to do him fu!l
Justice, I quote literally: '

“That our country is governed by law,
we all admit; but when it is said t no
‘assumed revelation 1Ij1[1:.».t.iﬁnar:e-f any one in
trampling on the law,” I would respectfully
ask,‘What, not if it interfers with my relig-
ious {faith, which you state is a matter be-
tween God and myself alone?” The as-
sumed revelation referred to is one of the
most vital points of our religious faith; it
emanates from God,and eannot be legislatect
away, Itispart of the ‘everlasting .cove-
nant’ which God has given to man.

Mr. Colfax has a perfect right to stateand
feel that he does not believe the revelation
on which my religious faith is based, nor
in my faith at all; but has he the right to
dictate my religious faith? think mnot.
He does not consider it religion. It is,
nevertheless, mine. If a revelation from
God is not a religion, what ds if? His net
believing it is from God makes no differ-
ence, |

“All religions are tolerated with us, and
all revelations or assumed revelations, We
take the liberty of disbelieving someée of
them, but none are interferd with; and,in
relation to turning our back on our old re-
ligion, we have neverdone it. Concerning
our permitting the Hindoos to burn their
widows, it is diffieult to say.what we
should do.” |

As to his statements that‘‘all religions are
tolerated with us,”’ I would say that the re-
fusal to allow the sons of their first prophet,
Joseph Smith, to preach the old anti-poly-
gamous Mormon doctrine in their Taber-
nacle, ward houses, publicbuildingsor the
streets, and the threats and abuse to which
they have been subjected ever] since theyv
attempted to preach in the few Gentile
houses open to them, with the unpunished
murderers of Gentiles, like Dr, Robinson,
Brassfield and others, and the recent
brutal attacks on* Beadle, Watters and
others,for daring to speakagainst %nlygam ¥s
are specimens of ‘‘toleration” rather novel
in the United States,

But I come directly to theapostle’s argu-
ment, IHe passes over all the illustrations
cited except one; and it is significant that
about the same time he was writing it,when
Godbe and others were being exﬁe from
the church for doubting the infallibility of
Brigham Young,Daniel H,Wells,the Mayor
of Salt Lake, and now the next in anthority
in the church to their President, declared
that one might as well dispute the infalli-
bility of the Almi ht{, showing that what-
ever revelations Brigham Young may seeo
fit to proclaim, now or hereafter, they are
to be obeyed unquestioningly, no matter
what law they repudiate, what anthoritv
they contravene, or what crime they may
command, And,in the full and frani
conversation: of our party, in 1865, at tho
residence of Mr. Young, with himself and
his apostles, Mr, Carrington, then editor of
their church organ, declared that if ho
received a revelation through the church to
kill his son he would gbey it unhesitating-
ly! The details of this conversation are to boe
found in Mr, Bowles’ book, *“Across the
Continent,’’ published some years since.

Theone iliustration cited by me,to which
Apostle Taylor does see fit to refer, is that
of the Hindoos; and he confesses, in reply
to it, that ‘it is difficult to say what we
should do about onr permitting the Hin-
doos to burn their widows,”” It is mnod,
however, I am glad to remark, *“difficult
to say’ what the nation would do, inspite
of the claim that it is part of their religious
faith;”’ and history tells us what a eivilized
nation, akin to ours,actually did,when they
had the power. _

The suttee, as the burning ofwidows with
their busbands is called, can be traced back
as an alleged religious rite in India for 3,200
yvears—as far as fourteen centuries betore
the Christian era. The Brahmins claimed,
as the Mormons do now in regard to their
institution, that it was taught in their sacred
books, and conferred the hest morit on
both husband and wife. She was to remain
with her husband in the regions of the
blessed thirty-five millions of years. But,
if she did not consent to it, she was to have
no place there., It has been proven, how-
eyer, recently, on an examination of these



