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preter c¢rrreepondence that dispenses
w%ith the necessity for such lrimmiog;
a0 miso do readers and good oorre-
apondente.

S —

NINE LINES, FIVE LIES.

Renders wbo belleve everything
lhey see In the golumne of the news-
papem_pamcularly if they are prone
to {ear as to eome terrible catastrophe
lhat is threstened by reason of the
epunciation vof & plain, eimpie, honest
pring'ple of Church discipline—ougnt
to be warneua that they are belng great-
ly impoeed Upon by a lot of nopnsense
that 1s beiug published concer: ing
tha proceedinegs of tbe Uwab Stake
confersoce at Provo last Bunday alter-
npop, Oaeofthe couolry papers con-
denses ihe whole bugaboo loio the
following:

The daily papers reportihat President
Joseph F. Smith made & radical talk in
the Provo comierence on Suuday and
aven ibreatened tbose who refused to
anstain the recent declarauon. His re-
marks were 0oL well recelved, and when
the voie was taked & greamt many with-
drew from tho tabernacle, while others
‘Yoted “No.”’

We shall oot undertake tosay bow
many misstatemen:s aie msde tn the
foregoing, but they &re umMer¢us, agnJd
we have just tilne and space enulxi L0

i ut spme of thew.
po.'anlt;ly, President Joreph F. Bmith?s
talk was pot & raulesl talk ut all; on
the contrary it is described by every
person who Wus present apd who hu-
allpded to it io writiog or spesBing Lo
the NEWS R8s a {emperaie, loglcal,
sound ulsCOUrEe.

Becondiy.such a thing as athreatl was
not uttered or iotimate,; ibe only
thing that could be so consirued wus
the very proper euggebtiop in «fec
that ouly by thelr sction in so-
cepting or rejecting the rules =apd
doctrines of the Cburch could ity mem-
bere be judyed s to thelr standing aDu
teljowsni—CB & person be deemed A
Mormon In fu!l standing, or ocao &
men be deemed in full stapding ano
membership ia B0y church, unless he
subscribes:Lo u0d is in barmony Wwith
the doctrines of that chnren?

Thirdly, President Bmith’s remarks
were oxiremely well received—In.
audience was Jarge apd paid the closest
attentlov, Bs Well B8 eeeming 1o
be in thorough accord with the
spirit  of  the speaket; two
genilemen who occupled elevaled seals
from woloh they could aee the people,
decinred to the wrlker this moroiuyg
that they never 8aw a wore interwsted
Apd silentive Congregstion; AOd bun-
dreds of others will bear the spame lesit-
mouy—Lbere Wwai Lo whispering or
wpensiners, n0d mot the sligatest visl-
ble sign of disapproval.

Fguithiy, u8 bo the **great number®
who “witudrew when the vole wus
tnken’—tbe withdrawing wes doceb)
Presjoent Smith and other visitors who
bad to take thetraiu for their homes and
wbo lelt even oDelore the ‘f‘recent
declaration’ wae read upoen which the
vole was taken., ‘This *‘witbdrawai”
inoluded perbaps & Jo0Z8D OT u Boore ol
persune, nearly if not quiteallof whom
patiereu straight dows to the depot
througb the mud and rain :8 fast ae
they could go In order to catch the
train. Of coulee it 18 possible thet per-

sons may also have leflt durlog and
afler the reaving of the document and
before the vole wastakec—people some-
times grow impatient or have otber calis
upon their time when they have re.
mA:ned in a mesting for osver Lwo
tbiours, as was the case on thils occaston.
Butif apy did subsequently leave,
they were but very few—one of cur
in ormants suve he only noticed three
—and there was noL epough of R
movement to cAUSe BDY oDEe LO DoLlud
ity to eay nothing of regarding It as In
any way significaut

Fifthiy, as to the *‘others who voted
‘No?’—iue negalive vore Wa3 repre-
senseu by one elagle, solitary individ-
ual!

There may be other falseboods,
equaliy palpable, concerning Lthis
wuch-dlecnesed meeting in Provo,
and concernlng wbat was ultered anu
dope; bot we have sald enoughb oo the
subiect for 10dny.

PRIESTLY RULE,

The Church Review, which 1a pub-
lished in this oity, accordlng to its
swn Anoouucement, “with the ©o-
operation of the Metbodist Episcopal,
Congregational, Presbyteriay, Baptist
«nd Christian denominations, and 1he
Y.M.C.A.,W. C. T. U. apa other
societies,’? hapr the tollowlong iu it-
"“Ceniral Christian® column this week:

A great deal of anxiety bas becn ex-

ressed over (he last Mormon manifesto.

t looks as tbhough the leaders ot the
Church were atiempting to gather up the
reins onco more =0 as to direct and con-
trol the affairs of the 8 ate. At presemnt il
looks as theugh we were to have the old
asiruggle over again, with the Mormons
decldedly in ihe saddie. If thisiato be,
then the sooner we know iLibe belter.
For Do permanent prosperity cao come
while priestly rule exisia in Uiah.

1f certain cluesea in Lhis Btate, wbose
motive for pereistent agitation is rendj-
ly ujtceroible, were to follow the Mor-
mon example of minding thelr owbp
»ffairs lor & while, there would be
some chancs for the Biate to progress
without helng haadicapped by the
foolieh ecares that are sprung wilh
ureat frequency im certain publica-
tioos, denominational and otherwise.
ihe “Mormon mabpifesto’ referred to
has received little attention in the way
of explanation from the NEWS, for the
resnzon (hat its statemeuts were g0
clesr and its logle eo conovipeing tu
thoughtful, reasonable and falrmindea
people, that any exnlapstion would
bave been supertfluous. It was
addressed to tbe membera of ihe
Cburch cf Jesus Christ of Latter-
duy Balote, und every meni-
ver of tbat Church in full fellow-
ship and touch with its inepiring ge-
piue understeod its meaning and en-
dorsed it as the relleratlon of a weljl
estaolished rule of aqiacipiine, essepn.
unily applicable in & busines: pence (o
any orgamizatior. Tnere have been
some few Wwhose heades have been
measurably *‘carried ofi’’ by a spirit
and associsticons forclgn to the genius
ot their religlon, who bavestarted up as
though esome surprising tbhiog bad
been diecovereu; but even these, on
calmer consideration, flad out that
there was nothing to be dleturbed at
except that it recalled them to their

duties. The eplatle renched o Churck

membere only in their obligations to.
the Church, and had no effect what-
ever on their politics.

The document opDamed s simply
the enforcement of the moral ruie
of coontraots. It says, in language

ont to be misomterstood, thal wben Do

fficlal whe has takenm upon bim
Church obligations proposes to unders
take apything that wiil loterfere with
the fulfillment of those obligations
he shall consult hls immedlately
tuperior Churoh officers if he wished
to retaln his officlal pesition. 'Fhis
rule of digoipline 18 purely a defensive
rule, and ia of commeon application o
vusiness afteirs, For lpstaoce, if an
+mploye of a mercantile houese deslied
to engage in some other oalliong that
would interfere with his empioyment
for & brief space of time, and he wished
to retain hls positien as such
employe, Ite would consult with hie
employer and get permlission or
leave of absence for the (lme
deslred; if he proceeded with-
out such leave be would be prop=
er!y regarded arn elther retiring from
his former position or of vlolatiog anp
obligstion of his contract as an em-
ploye, 1f he thought to contlnue In the
position. The napplication of such a
rule is as ementisl to ocupsletent
Chorchb dieclpline as It is to & vusinesa
cootracl, And goes no farther in the
'manifesto’ referred to. 1t 43 eo sim-
ple and reasonable that it {8 with difti-
culty that its application can ba dis-
torted; hence foolish and viciots news-
papers and persons fil their stiempts
atd.stortton with *ile’’ 88 to Jlmprob-
able and impossible meanings in opder
to find any basis at all for complaint op
critictem,

TheChurch has touwched bno man’s
politics in tbe epistie of Aprii 8. I&
merely snpDounged that wben one
boluing » position of authorily in the
Courch proposed to assume offla
otal political responsibillties whbich’
Interfered with "bis official Chareh
autier, bhe ought to comsult thoee Im-
meulately concerned. If bis proposed
action doep not €0 interfere, then he ia
pot affected. Thbe rule Iagood in other
than poittioal matters, and its violation
ia discourteous apd would tend tn dias-
rupticn; bence A man who pereisis 1o
insisting that he ia at liberty to violate
ir, or does 80 by bis uctlon, must be re-
garded as relingquisbing the Chorch
poaltion which is Interfered with, The
Church has no alteroative bat (o abide
by his oholce.

When it comes to the matter of
priestly rule, thilse Cburch Review
which we quotetrom siands in a wholly
Jdifferent position tothat which we have
shown the Mormobns to ocoupy. The-
laiter directed thelr discipline only to
their own body, in a Cburoh espacity:
alone., But the Review gives iligs-
tration of aAn attempt from its own
quarier to discipline persoue outside of
the church memberahip It represents,
und to dominate directly the highest
anthority in the Biate—Iita legisiative
body. Here isa whbuat jt says obD Lhe
firet page of the Jepue quoted from:

It made tbe friends of theSabbsih feel
very bad to see ihe tirst Leglslature in
the now State seiting the bad example it
did last Sabbath, by bolding its sessions
on that day. ® # ® The state which,
tramples oo the fourth command ment
cannot expect the blessing of God, Thoss
who pelieve io the Sabbath ebould bave
uttered their earnest protest apsinet the



