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.official career reflected credit on himself
.and redounded to the honor and glory of
his couniry. He served ns Governor of
the Btates of Morelos, Puebla, and Chi-
huahuna and of the Federal District, and
alep as Minister of War and, more re-
cently, as Minister of Public Works, in
whieb post he achieved a reputation for
enorgy, great liberality of opinion, and a
capacity for comErehending the needs of
his country which won him well-deserved
fame at home and abroad. His defects as
8 publio man wers but the exaggeration
of his virtues. He lived always several
enrs nhead of his time, and sometimes
orgot that all his countrymen had Dot
arrived at the same point of intelli-
gent understanding of Mexico’s needs as
himself. He was often like a powerful
locomotive drawing a light {rain of cars
But be was a most vatuable member of
the'Administration, and, as we look back
over tho files of our journal for ibe past
nine years, we note, on almost every
age, some project or achievement of
general Pacheco, for whom we enter-
tained sentiments of respeet and affec-
tion. Nomne knew him but to feel for him
that close regard which is only won by
men of attractive personality, Maimed

as he was, having lost an arm and
lgf on the battlefield, he was.like the
*Ifalf Mnn' of Galdos' nDovel of ‘Tra-

talgar,’ a prodigy of condurance, valor
and energy. He compnratively
voung, not baving reached his 62nd
birtbday, which fails on the 16tb of
October, but his life, measured by its
achievements, was as full of usefulDess
as the rounded century of many other
men. All the country will mourn the
untimely death of one who was denr to
the hearts of his fellow citizens, and the
intimate friend and companion of the
President of the Republic. The poor
tribote wo today pay him is inadequate
to hig high desserts. He loved his coun-
try and his country will cherlsh his name
and fame."”

THE TAX CASE DECIDED.

THE decision of Judge Zane in the
tax chee will be found in our report of
eourt ptoceedings. It is in favor of
the defendants, That is, It is in favor
of the taxpayers and ngaioet the col,
Jector. Mr. Clute will not make such
grent gains as he expected to get. The
twenty per cent. reduction was legally
made, and the *Liberal’’ attemptto
defeat it has fallen to the ground.

1t will be olLserved that hjs Honor
has taken the same ground that we as-
_ sumed 88 soon #s the matier was under
public discussion. The City Counoll has
power to add to or take from or other-
wise revise the assessment roll, so asto
_make it not only equitable, but just and
fair, It can declare the whole assces-
ment on real estate 13 above ite cash
value and reduce it, or that it is below
that vajue and ralee it. And it ean
alro declare that the personal property
s fairly aesessed while the real estate
is unfairly assessed,

That is all good common eense and
strictly in conformity withthe Charter.
Ef not, where is the’ Inconsistency?
That has never Lwen shown, but the
supporters of he exorbitant assess.
menl have relied upon little technical-
ities whiobh they hoped would over-
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come ‘‘the” weightier matters of the
]ﬂ“‘."

There is talk of an appeal, That
only means further delay,not a change
of the fsune. Taxpayers may breathe
freely, The reduction will be all
right and they need not pay the full
amount of their excessive assessments.
Judge Zane has given another proof of
his firm adherence to the law in ite
pirit and 1o its text.

JEWISH REPRISALS ON RUSSIA.

WEALTHY Hebrews in Europe are
working to repay the Czar of Russia
for hie Juhumanity to their brethren
in that country. For this purpose they
are ueing their only apparent power of
protection and means for the euforce-
went of thelr wishies that they possess
—the influence of wealth. In these
duays, when money js king, it s n
mighty lever. The species of reprisal
to which they nre rescerting is the rend-
ering nugatory of every eflort of the
Czar to negotiste a lonn. The urgent
peed of Russia for money indicates how
great an Infury Jewlsh bankers may
be able to inflict upon that country.

This pollcy of Hebrew money kings
will have one of two effects. It will
either drive the Czar to greater ex-
tremesio theapplication of anti-semitie
measures, or compel him to adopt a
more concillatory course townrd the
race. 8hould he sucreed in obtalning
money in apite of the opposition of
Jewish bankers, the sorews will doubt-
less be put upon the infortunate people
living within his empire more tightly
than ever. Bhould he see that he can-
not surmount the Jewish opposition
by nuy other means, he may be driven
to adopt a policy of lenjenoy in order
to obtain the money which he so much
reguires.

A large percentayge of the wealth of
the world is is in the bands of the
Jews. Itis more than probable that
the power that comes from the posses-
ston of so great a proportion of that
deity at whose feet the majority of
people seem to prostrate themeelves,
will be a factor in theee days in work-
ing out the destiny of the remnants of
the chosen pecple.

SERVANT OR MASTER?

THE decision of Judge Zane on the
city tux case seems to give general
satisfaetion. It 18 also regarded as
sound in law,ip justice and iu good com-
mon sense. [t was to be expected that
the ruling would be very distasteful to
the City Aseessor, a8 it i well known
that he is anxious to make as much as
possible out of his official opportuni-
tlez which will soon come to an end.

SERET WEEEKILY.

He i represented a3 stating that the
decielon will make no difference in the
coliection oi taxes; that “he will col.
leot the full amiount bul will retain
20 per cent. until a decision is reached
in the Bupreme Court,”” to which he
meane to take ap appeal. ¢ Judge
Zane’s decision Is reversed, he will
then pay the money Into the city treaa-
ury, and if upbeld it will be returned
to the taxpayers.’’

By what right can the Assessor and
Collector hold money that does not be-
long to him? By what right can he
vnforce collection of that portion of a
tax which has been reduced by the
proper authority whose action has been
sustained by u competent court? He
can nut the laxpayers, or sume of
them, to inconvenience by compelling
them to resist hie action through an
appen! fo the courts, but it wijl not re-
sult in any benefit to him. Woud it
oot be wise on his part to keep within
the bounde of the Jaw and also within
the limita of prudence and propriety?

The city ordinance, in conformity
with the cbarter, provide that the
Councll, ns o Board of Equalization,
ghall “correct any valuation? made by
the Anasessor, '‘eltherby adding there-
to or deducting therefrom,” angd that
during its session “or as soon us possl-

ble after the adjouroment of the
Board,” the Recorder shajl “enter
upon said assessment roll all the

changes and corrections made by the
Board, and furnish said A<sessor and
Collector with a eorrect copy of satd
roll nnd fle the original with the office
recorde.”?

It i» to be presumed that the Recorder
has attended to this duty, and that the
assessment roll, thus corrected, which
is to be the basis, and the only legal
one, on which the Collector can pro-
ceed, has been recei ved hy the Collector.
If not, that functionary has no right o
collect a dollar of the city taxcs from
any one. The nrdinance provides that:
On receipt of the assessment roll from
the Recorder, the Colleotor shall pro-
ceed to collect the taxes and pay the
amount collected into the oiiy trea
sury, monthiy, or oftener if required.”

It is therefore clear that the Aessessor
can collect nothieg untl) he has re-
ceived a correct copy of the assessment
roll from the Recorder; that the assess-
ment roll must be esrrected as revised
by the Board of Equalization Lefore a
copy is furiished to the Collector; that
what he collects must be the amount
as corrected on the assessment roll
and npo more; and that what he
collects must Le pald into  the
city treasury, not held by him eitber
in trust for the ity or for the tax-
payers pendlog any action by a court.

If the Collector or any other city




