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TWO GREAT ITALIANS.

The Cenfury magazine 18 publishing
a Berfal autoblography of Balvini, the
eminent tragedian, in which many
interesting things previouely hnknowp
are told. One of these 18 his early love
for his distinguished countr: woman
Rietori. Referring to bis coostant
eflorte to commit hia “*parts* to mem-
ory, he saye: “I will not seek to deny
that I wasepurred on wot only by my
love of art, but by & softer sentiment—
by my resclution not to be unworthy
ol the affectionate encouragement
bestowed on me by Ristori, whom I
loved with enthusiasm. But when
weo came to Bome in the spring [ per-
celved that her generous and confiden-
tial encouragement was intended not
for the Young man but solely for the
artist, Idid not prize it the less for
that, and I conlinued to love her as »
friend nnd to admire her as an artist.”

It does not detract from the
interest in the foregoing in
the least that both the great aotors
spoken of have performed in this clty.
HBalvini played the @Gladiator, amd
though he gould not or did not spesk a
word of Englieh, his work was grandly
successful and as kKeenly enjoyed as
any we have ever had. His perform-
ance was of the most intense and he
imparied to it the finish of a steelen-
graving, while bis masgive frame and
expressive gountenance were of them-
sulves studies for an artist. He is an-
denfably the greatest actor now living.
Ristori,on the other hand,apoke English
ulmost perfectly; there was scarcely
an accent or inflection "betrayiug her
Italian nativity and her renditlen of
Mary Stuart, whilesomewhat dreamy
fu places, was altogethera tragle poein,
once sevn hever forgotien,

UTAH SELENITE,

The latest number of Scicnoe, a peri-
adisal published in New York, and
whots ohfect ls sufficlently expressed

by lte title, gives the place of honor to
an urticle from the penof Dr. J, E.
Talmage of this clty, on *“A Remark-
able Ococurrence of Heienite.’” This
deposit has been already referred to in
the columnpe of the NEwWS, mention
baving been made of the securing and
traneportation of the specime.s to this
city tor tbe Deseret Mussum. Much
thet is Interesting oo the subject,
however, has not heen published; snd
ut the risk of oftending some readers
who would prefer & description written
1o lese sclentifio language, we quote a
few paragraphs from the Doctor’s arti-
cle. The unususl compllment paid
bim and his subject by Soienes, oamely
the publishing of pumerous sketches
fllustrative of the text, the News s
goﬁpelled for obvieus reasons to with-
old:

The writer is pleased to report a deposit
of selenite in southern Yiah, which is
remarkable for the size, perfection and
variety of the orystals ihere to he found.
It ispituated in the newly greated conuaty
of Wayne, in what is locally known as
the South Wash, whioh is connected with
the canyon of the Fremoot river, and
this in warp js tributary to the Colorado.

The formation in the neighborhood of
the deposit in question is mosily sand-
atone and argillite, with u top dressing ot
erratic boulders of lava, Innumerable
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fantastio forms in stone declare the cut-
ting power of water and wind; indeed,
the entire region has been the site of
wonderful eroding action.

& [ The crystals oceur in a
cave, nnd this js inclosed by a thick
ehell forming a mound which stands
in relief on the side of a hill
boundlng the Wash. The mound is
somewhat of an egg-shape, 35 feet in
length east and went, 10 feet in breadth,
and of an average height of 20 feet from
the ground on the lower pide; all outside
measurements, This selenite majs reemse
to bave beon laft exposed hy Lhe weather-
ing of the loopened frinble sand and clay,
of which the hill whereon (he mound is
situated is composed. The mound con-
sists entirely of selenite, the outaide hav-
ing a gomoewhat battered aud roughened
appearance from the aclion of the wind-
driven eand; yet the whole axierior is
made up of the exposed end= and sides
of ¢crystals, and,in the sunlight the form:a-
tion glistens with indescribabte beauty.
The outer walls are generally rogular,
thouph thereare a few depre«sions and
sheltered mniches, withln which small
prisms of selenite nestle sougly, in
gronps.

The entrance to the cavern facem the
east, nnd when first observed by tbe
writer it wne about six feet in height, and
three and a balf in width. The eave e¢an
be traversed to & depth ot 26 fest. Gen-
erally the cryatals project from either
side toward the central line of the cavern,
approaching eacl other within about
three feot, though some of the largest
oryatals extend entirely acrossihecavern
like huge beams.

The ficor of the cavern consists mostly
of sand, prohably deposited by waler in
flood times, and carried In at all seasons
by winds. Projecting out of the sandy
floor are the terminations of manysuperb
crystals. Inside the eavern, a yard from
the entrance, the orvetals descend within
three foet of the holtom,so that one has to
stoop to pass, but further in there is
room to stand erect, and near the back
wall a parson may clamber up a beight
of tifteen feet. Looking upward from the
bottom of the cavern one Bees.a mass of
mammeoeth prisms, suggesting, bul for
their singular heanty, the heavy timhers
of a deep mine, The entire deposit is a
coloasal group of crystals, the like ot
which is seldom eeen.

The writer's attention was first aitract-
ad to the place throngh recelving several
small epecimens of the selenile from
sheepherders, who had discovered the
deposit while searching for feeding places
and who ¢laimoed to bave found s mine
of mioa, which they called ‘isinglass.”
Their disgust was great when as-
sured, by the conclusive experiment
of holding a bit of .the materlal in
the flame of a candis, that tihe stull was
nol what it seemed. 1 first visited the
place in April last, and my rapture at the
superd display of crystnl beauty was
checked by the evidence ot vandalism on
oveory hand. S8omeo of the finest crystals
bad been hacked and carved, and cow-
boys’ initiale were Bcratched and cut on
almost every prismatic face whioh tbe
light could reach. Vlisiting the place
again 8ix months later, I found rthat still
greater destruction bad been waged, and,
becoming convinced that good corystals
would aoon he diffioult to obtain, [took
steé)s to secure legal claim to the land,
and proceeded 10 remove the remainiug
crystals of greatest value to a plaes ot
safety. Under the auspices of the Deseret
Museum of Salt Lake City, the work of
remmoval is etill in progresa. Already
over twenty Lons of most heautitul erys-
tala hove been taken out and shipped to
this city.

Prisme of perfect form and varying in
length from one to five feet, nnd in
weight from ten to vne hundred pounds,

are of frequent oocurrence. Ome of the
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most regular yet taken out s four feet
long, and the widest faces are aix inohay
aorpss. (leaved siabs are obtainable aix
feot in length, and two and a half feet in
breadth. One of the longest perfect
prisms yet ohbtained extends fifty-one
inghes, and irom one of its taces Dinotesn
smaller crystals aprout. Twins are com-
mon, a3 are also compound terminstiuns
of very complicatod siructire. "A mng-
nificent gronp weighing over six hun-
dred pounds, was removed from the floor
of thecavern. % # * (Some of the
finest specimens wiil probably be ou ex.
hibition in Chicago next summer.

i{PRESIDENT WILFORD- WOODRUFF.

Eighty-aix years ago today (March
1st, 1807) in the county of Hartford,
state of Conpectlcut, he whoin we
now knov aa President Wilford Wood.
ruff wne born into the world, The
swinging cyoles bhave brought many
changes to mankind, particularly to
the inbsahitants of our own land of
America. Nor have they been without
wonderful developments to the he.
loved veteran who notwithstanding
his four rcore vnd more of winters i
atil] left to me a hale aod hearty
fellow-citizen, a trusted and revered
lender, an honert nnd steadfust
friend. These columne are not
the place, nor in thle cocarion the
time for noting even the leading feu.
tures of tke world’s swift march dnring
the long perlod that he hns dweit upon
it. We ' ead not rpeak of the growth
of our nation, which, juet then emerg,
ing from tbe cruel baplism of War,
had etill two stout fizhts to wage in
order that the world might ese, flrat,
that Colusnbia was not the nurseling
of any forelgn power, and segond, that
the Union, with all its oitizens free,
was indirsoluble. The dny does not
swggest enumeration of the empire.
making events of Huropean history—of
the metecric oaresr of the Corsican in
France, the steady conselidation of
Ecuglish interesta under the Jew, the
woes of the Poles and the Hungariuns,
the emanoipatfon wrought by the
revolutionist (Raribaldi, the cenquesta
and statesmanship marking the jron
Hnhenzollern in Germany. There js
too much to be said of the triutmphs of
ateam and electrleity. of amazing ad-
va cement in every branch of splence
and dipcovery, to permit of an allusion
to those frultful themes just noew, [t
fa true we may Dol pass by without
noting that the Gospel of life and anl-
vation, to which the hest years of
Brother Woodruff's long life bave been
devoled, was not reashed uuntil he

.hnd reaghed early manhood; nor that

when we sgpeak #»f the founders of
Utah, ho ranke among the firet wn the
ground, and the most actlve s well 1n
counsel as in mabpual toil In the
mighty work that has been done in
redeeminy the desert places.

But upon these jnoldenta of history
it 18 not necessary to dwell. This
much, however, can and ought to be
safd; It is no pommon thing amony
mankind in these dogenerate days to
walk the earth for six maud eighty
vears, and to preserve to that tlme every
facuity of mind and body, as our
bonored President has done. Hae
fan living instance of sturdy Ameri-
can manhond and Heaven’s preserv.
ing oare. His career is a constant
lesson that the prolonged span of



