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stiiion, and belongs to the ‘seeing the
moon orer your leflshoulder’ and ‘13
at the table” fancies. Still it would be un-
fair 1o say that the observaace o! Lent is
not of somo valpe. It is a means of stop-

ing some of the soclal . xcesses of fush-
jonable soclety. It glves these peoploa
rest {rom their balls and parties, and is a

ood regulator of their ph_vnicaf system.

o the obsaervance of Leot cannot do oat-
pest Ohristion people any harm as they
will be **always aboupding in the wor
of the Lord’ und it may do some of these
social people some good, to their bealth
if not to their hearts. Lel us oot ba
prejudiced sgainst Lent, for some souls
capnot get along without it

AN EIGHT HOUR EXPERIMENT.

An exchange gives detalls of an in-
teresting experiment that is about to

be trled in one of the largest iron estub-
lirshments In England, the works al
Balford, near Manchester, The hours of
lubor have beretofore Leen 53 per w» eek,
eight on Baturday and nioe for each
other working day. The proposition now
{s to reduce the weekly service to 48
hours,an average of eight per day. The
‘andetstanding with the men ls that the
output of the works ahall put be di-
minished by ihis shortenlng of the
hours. The employes are to be punc-
tunl and energetic, and to save the
ownera from loes because of thisahort-
ening of hours, by greater industry.
There is Lo he no reduction of wages,
and if the end of s year finds the ex-
periment successful the 48.-bour week
will be the permanent arraugement.
Every triend of lavor, aod every be-
llever in justice even to eapttal, will
watch this experiment with lively
interest. 1f the men employed are of
.the right xiud, we thivk the plan will
prove auccessful, and it it does, one of
the strongedt objections to the yeneral
iptroduction ©! the eight-hour uuy
will be removed. Tuere are busts
0! people who, belleviuy tnat eight
hopurs tor work, eight for recreatlvu,
improvement 8nd luud, ADY elght for
rest, gpnstitule the correct division of
the day, are alinost ready to buave it
80 declared by law; yelL muny Who are
o! this way u! thiuking cavnot fusliy
bring themselves t grani the correls-
tive cigim uf lubor Chat Ltbe pame
wages should be paid for tbe elght
houre gf work ad are now paid for vive
or ten, [Jpon these persvns, avd iheir
loghe, the result of the year’s vperations
al Buiford ought to huve a couclusive
eflect.

A WOMAN JAILER.

Rhode Island is nut big enough to
have many things entitling it to die-
tinction, but 8 womau jailer, badling
frum Warwick, s ceriaiply oue ol
them. The Nuw Yurk oun tells her
slory. Her paive 18 Mrs. Eveiya Gl
Bmith, and her gruuuisther, ber iather
anJ he. busbend were all Jullers hatgre
her. When Mr. Bmith Jied, thal wus
thirtren yeurs ago, Mre, Smith, who
has literally growu ujp v jail, kuvwe it
etiquette, Lhio (hutes uni nabils ol ite in-
tiBles, was appoluted 1o her busbaud's
place. T'his she hus held wilh eredit,y
asking nolhing of pubedy 1D keeping
up its discipline since she came intu
authority. =ne ls u womab vl guur-
uge »od phyeical streogth, ang At
times hus bad us mapy ss 250 prison-

ers ubder her. Twire only prison
urs bave escuped, and ons felt so ba’
abuut It that he wrote back and sapoto-
¥1zed fur Jeaving, These men had

vug & hole io the wall apd got
thrvugh it, The authorities were
v0 long in getting it fixed that

the prisovers told Mrs. Bmith that
it wasp”L peemly for a fall to have such
a hole i it. Mrs. Bmith snid that she
had presented the matter to the state
authnrities, but there was so much red
tape to untle. At length ooe of
he prisoners borrowed pen, 1vk
und paper and wrote to Guv. Van
Randt, who was theo in authority:
“Unless you send some one down
bere and patch up the Jail pretty quick
for Mre, Bmith,ss she waute ft, I°1l
leave.” Thie letter 12 now preserved
in the arohives of the state. This Jail
is historle, us it was & calabuose when
King George ruled the land. Mrs.
Smith’s ccoklng 18 80 good that bread
and water {8 ber mont effective pupish-

ment.*”?
_——————

PRISONERS AND PAUPERS.

The question of the natlvity and par-
entage of prlsoners and paupers is one

to which the census department of the
government has devoted some atten-
tion; it is, in fact, the subject of a
recent bulletin {rom that bureau, but
it 1efers only to the year 1890. Tn that
¥ear, as shown, there were B2,329
prisovers In the Unlted States,
of whom 75,8924 were men and
8,405 were women, The whites num-
bered 57,310, of whom 52,894 were
men anu 4416 were women. Of Lhe
whites 40,471 were natives, including
38,156 men and 2815 women, amd 15,-
982 wete foreign born, including 18,-
809 men and 2063 women. The enlored
rigson population nnmiered 25,018, of
whom 23,030 were men and 1989
were womend., The bulk of the colored
population coneisted of Negroes, the
percentage of Chinese, Japanese snd
Inufans in prison being comparatively
small. The percentage of nustive
whites was 71.75 and of foreign whites
28.25. The Chinese und Japunese ure,
ol cuurae, o be couoled as forelgners,
while the Negroes and Indiune are
counted as natives,

As regards parentage, it appears
‘that of the 40;471 whites born i1. the
Ouited Btlates 21,087 (20,101 men
aod 986 wumen) bad a nalive
futher und a natlve mother, 12,601
(11,766 men and 835 women) had both
parentr foreign born, 2881 (2729 men
apd 162 women) had ove native sad
one toreign parent, and the parentage
of 3952 (3560 men aud 392 women) was
upknown as to one or both parents.
Omitting the latter, the percentage of
whites of purely bpative origin was
57,61, ut purely foreign origin 34.50,
andJ of mixed origin 7.59.

JUDGE ZANE ON EXEMPTIONS.

The system of exempting the em-
ployes uf publio curporations  from
stiachment or execution for the cullec-
tion of jurt dermunnds upon them is not
in all respects the ¢ ruservator of public
pulicy which those who advecats it
ciaim: Ktis true that the suthorities
walnly uphold it for the feason that
the puolic service might otherwise be

Interfered wlth if not seriously imped-
ed, but they go no further than this,
the intention belng of course, lo not
allow private claims to militate against
the general welfare even temporarily.
There js no eXpression amounting or
looking to anybody’s rlght to shelter
from the just claim of » creditor, for
thlas iteelf would be agaipst public
policy 1o that it would be an incentive
to dishooesty aod prodigalilty while
creating in the commmunity a distinctly
though disagreeably favored class.

It seems to us that when, for lp-
stance, u single mun workse for a
municlpal corporation and receives a
jarge salury therefor, the rule ought
not to be extended sp far as to enable
him to evade payment for the clothes
he hus on, or any othets for that mat-
ter, nor for the meals or loagings with
which he is provided. These are all
neceesaries without which he could
not attend to his public duties at all,
aud surely no court ought to say that
# portion of hisearnings cannot be ap-
plied In the payment therefor; but
some courls do say so nevertlieless, be-
cauge they are diaposed to construe the
rule atrictly and thus make of the law
s most unelastic aod unwieldly con-
trivance at such times.

It affords us pleasure to be able to
note that Judge Zave looke at thiage
differently. Webelieve he is as strigt
a conptructionist as any jurist we bave
yet had, while it ip also certain that he
ranks with the ablest, ‘And yel he
nan see wheretn ibe bllnd snd unp-
ressoning ndherence toa rule may in
certaln emervencles be improper 1f not
disustrous., He dJdeparts {rom the pat-
tern of Judge Jeffrles of unsavory
memory, who, altbhough 2 thorough
lawyer and scholar, was yot su hide-
bound thut be would scatter merit to
the wind in order to vphold u purely
technical poiut orsuetain all the con-
ventionaiitles of practice. This kind of
thing was bad enpugh for those days,but
it wouid be inhunitely worse now,

The cuse declded by Judge Zane ie
of course different from those in which
Lbhe claim 18 of a purely personal a-
ture; but we hopu that with our ad-
vancing intellectual attainments sad
our jocreared ability to shape measures
to peeyed ends there wlll he some
réiaxuntion of the rule epoken of vven
when the matter is ultogether personal,
Dot 10 the extent of actual deprivation
or ipflictine barm upon the Jdebtor or

| bir dependencles, but to the exlent of

securing aby maintaining ordinary
uprigbiness in the community. Wny
should the law permit haif of a poor
lnborer’s waued tu be tuken in satisfac:
Lion of a debt, when perbups they aru
small and hile family is large, und the
ruje let the oue who hus u wmuall or no
(smily snd B large salary escape nlto-
gether?  We numit tiul the law I8 a
bud, ope and we bope Lo see jL mudi-
fied; but tt ja vot much 1if any worse
tban the rule.

WHAT CLEVELAND WILL NOT DO.

The flat gues torth trom President,
Cleveland that there will b by exira
wesnton of Congress; it in also aemi-
officinliy staten that officeboivers
ugnlpst whom there are no charges
wili be permitled toserve vut their
full termas. Thewe are hotn wise and
tjmely conclusions. The oext sesalon



