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“MORMONISM " AS IT IS.

A NUMBER of American papers
explaio to thelr readers that “Mcr-
mouoism’? is destroyed; because *‘po-
lygamy was all there was of ‘Mor-
monism,’ aod this having come to
an end there is nothiog of it left
but tta property.’’? Polygamy nod
“‘Mormonism’’ are SyoooyDmous,
some of them assert. Othersa say,
«¢ ¢{Mormonism’ waa ooly held to-
gether by faith in the righteousness
of polygamy.”?

These remarks are further illus-
trations of the inviocible igooraoce
of most editorain the United States
concerning s system which hss at.
tracted greater atteontion than any
other in this century. It s marvel-
ous that so few persons who write
and spenk about it khow aoythiog
concerning s principles, ite spirit
an'd ita history.

The doctrine ot plurnl murriage
whas not revealed to the Church un-
til 1843, nud was oot publicly pro-
clalmed uotil 1852. Previous to these
dates the Church of Je+sus Christ of
Liatter-day Saiots, commonly called
the “Mormon?’ Church, organized
A pril 8, 1830, had penetratedd to most
of the Btates of the Unlon and iotn
theBritish Isles,and bad made many
thousan'ds of cooverts and passed
through mast of its terrible persecu.
tions. [te doctrines had heen fought
nod ridieuled and ita people plun-
dered, driven aod misrepresented.
Polygamy was oot. nod could oot
be, even alleged as the eause of the
ferce opposition to its tenchings, or
the excuse for maltreatiog its fol.
lowers.

It is evident, then, that ¢Mor-
monism® aod polygamy are not
aynonymous, that *‘‘Mormooijsm?’
will not necersarily perish because
plural marringes cease to be solemo-
Ized, nnd that faith o something
more than the -‘righteouvsness of
polygamy heli Mormul.nlam togeth-
er?” before  plural marriage was
adopted and may hold it together
oow that it is forbididen.

It muy surprise some of the ‘fen-
lighteoers of the world”’ to koow,
that the terms “Mormonism’’ and
“polygamy?® have oo essential rela-
tion. The word ‘““Mormonism?®’ is
a oickoawe for the aystem which
has grown out of the doctrines of
the Boolk of Mormon. That record
of the early inhabitaots of Ameriea
Is an sbridgment of prophetic aod
hiatorieal  writiogs, cootainiog
mainly the snme doctrines. simply
tavght, s Christ delivered to His
people fu Palestine. But there is
thia pecullarity aboutiit: Accordiong
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to this book the ancient dwellers on
thin laod were* oot counsidered
worthy to have plural families like
some ot their Awiatic progenitors,
but were commanded of God to
linve but ope wife nod oo concu-
bines. Bo that the word “Mor-
monism,?’’ so faras it is derived from
the word ‘‘Mormou,” caooot be
construed as meaning polygamy,
anod, fodeed, by some opponents has
been ¢ovsidered to meao the very
opposite.

Puttiog polygamy nside, the fun-
damental priociples of “Mormon-
ism,’’ which attracted the people
who have embraced it In many
Innds, remaio nodisturbed and un-
impeached. They form n aystem
of theology which is more com-
prehensive, seriptural, rational and
coosistent than any other io all the
world. These pringiples have been
attncked, derided, repudiated anod
held up to scorn, but have never
been controverted either by reason
or scripture. They have scarcely
ever been given n fair fleld, but
where Lthis has been accorded they
have ever been vietorisus.

“Mormoniam?’’ embracea all the
great questions which have agitated
Christendorn as suhijects of religious
conotroversy. Awnd it har solved
these nroblemse 8o a8 to settle tham
definitely and satisfactorily to thoav
who have accepted itas a religious
system. Belog rooted io revelation,
that ia, liviog, present cootinuous
Divine revelation, it ls a vital,
growing -and developlog eystem,
adapted and ndaptiog itseli to the
needs of progressing and diversified
humaoity io every land and of suc-
ceeding generations.

Plural marriage has oot been per-
mitted under its regulations except
by authority of the head of the
Churgh, who nlone holidh the keys.
of this power accordiag to the rev.
elation which made its principles
known to the Church. He has for-
hidden further plural marringes, by
virtue of that authority, and there-
fore there Is no ioconsistency or
fmproper aubservience in the ae-
ceptance by the Church of his De-
claration to this effect. Awnd it is a
demonstrated fact that the great
majority of the membera have nover
entered into that relation.

The principle of celestial, that is
eternal, marriage In one of the
grandest Apd most subllme doc-
trines ever made konown to mao. Ry
this we mean the ugion, umler Di-
vineautbority, of 2 man aud woman
for ever. This ia the order of mar-

ringe which unpited. Adam and Eve

in Paradise bofore there was any

death withlo or upco them, and
was therefore an eteroal coveoant,
entered into by Immortals. nod
binding upon them eternally.
The death that came by
trapsgression was remedied by
the Bavior. Awnd the pareots of
the race, reatored by the alwoneineat
from the effects of the fall, stand in
the resurrection exactly as they
were when first united, with the
benefits of experience added to their
koowledge of good and evil.

Unpder a similar covenant, sealed
in heaven because sealed oo earth
by Divioe authority, n mao nod s
woman so united nre husband aod
wife for ever, and thougb death
may part them the separation is but
temporary, aud Chriat’s redemption
will plnce them aide by side in the
eteronl world, at the head of their
pusterity aod ao everlastiog, kiog-
dom. This blessing is, of course, on
condition of fitness and faithfuloess
to each other nod fidelity to God and
His commaodineuts,for all blessings
are predicated upon obedience to
Divione law.

Thestrait path to eternal life and
¢lory is marked out by ‘‘Mormon-
ism.”” Commeunciog with the funda-
mental prineiple of faith it proceeds
to repentance, baptism, the gift of
the Holy Ghost, the knowiedge of
the true God and Jesus Christ Hia
don, the fellowship of the SBaints,
the victory over Hatan,the subduiog
of the fiesh, the overcomiog of the
world, and the preparation for the
snciety of the redeemed and saocti-
fled, to whom the angels are hut
ministers while the glorifled Bainta
are heirs of God Ao jolat heirs with
Christ their elder brother.

Coonected with these yurinciples
are mAny others that relate to time
aml to eteroity, comprehending the
dealings of God with humnaity
from the begioning to the end of
time, io+all agea aml amoog all
races; the gathering of the elect;
the building up of Zion; the redemp”
tion of [arael; the restitution of all
thiogs; the comiog of Christ to
reign, aod the restoration of the
earth to its pristine beauty and per-
fection, whereon rightenusoess ahall
dwell nnd the Father shall make
His taberoacle. These are some of
the dootrines of ‘*Mormonism?*’
which remain aod abide, and are
independent of “property’’ and be-
yood the reach of human scorn and
human foree.

The power that **holds Mormon-
ism together’ is faith, oot in one
teoet or principle, but in the Divine
origin of the system nod a Divine
Bpirit bestowed upon every one who



