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MSGOURSE N THE B0 OF NORMDN,
ELDER JOHN NICHOL®ON,

In the Salt Lake Assembly Hdall,
Sunday Afternoon, February
6th, 1881,

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

The Chureh of Christ Organized An-
~ ciently on this ‘Consinent— Proph-
ecy Fulfilled and Fulfilling— Pre-
paratory Work for the Gathering
of all 1srael Commenced—Pres-
ent condition of the Nations Fore-
to&i—i-'.Ea:hortation to Righteousness
and the Avoidance of Hypocrisy
and Idolatry. )

Having been called from the midst
of the cnngreésgiun, to address this
assemblage afternoon, 1 feel
my inability personally to do justice

. in the performance of this duty, un-
less | am aided by the gpirit of the
living God. I earnestly solicit that
you will exercise faith for me while
I shall occupy this position, that I
may be able to speak through the
influence of that power and truth-
fully rreﬂant the principles of the
ospel of Jesus Christ, which the
Aatter-day Saints have embraced in
their faith and practice, so far as
they understand them. A,
There are a great many subjecte |
connected with the plan of redemp-
tion that are of interest toall who
are seeking for salvation in the king-
dom'of God, The field is so wide,
““in- faet, that there is somefimes |
great diffiealty in selecting the class
of matter best guited to the eircum-
gtances that immediately surround
us. There i3, however, one phase of
this work that T think is specially
-~ interesting -in «connection with it.
I'hold'in my hand a volume which
is known for good or evil. through-
out the entire ecivilized world—
. the Book of Mormen, The Latter-
+day Saints elaim that this book is a
record of peoples that dwelt ancient.
. ly on the face of this continent, and
that it was brought forth in this gen-
( ‘eration, through the instrumentali-
.tly of a great prophet, mnamely:
oseph Smith. This book has not |

+been generally received in this light;

|

i

EWEI'E__ directly authorized and com-

missioned by Him to act in His
name and to administer the prin-
ciples of life and =alvation
wherever they went. What was
the nature of their commission? He
said to His ancient A }ur-tk':'-t whom
He commissioned: “Go yeé into the
world and preach the Gospeltoevery
creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that
bePievath not shali be damned.” The
Apostles, according to the power
that was given to them, and aceord-
ing to the nature of the commission
with which they were thus entrust-
ed, went into wvarious parts of the
world and made this proclamation,
calling upon all men everywhere to
t of their sins, to obey the
everlasting gospel that they might
be saved in the kingdom of God, to
come into the true foid of christ.
Nobly did they.  perform the great
work that was entrusted to them.
But,so far as We are aware, they did
not extend their labors to this part
of the world; for the peoples who
dwelt on the eastern hemisphere
were i ant of the existence of
this continent. Yet the Lord Jesus
Christ said to His Apostles: “Go ye
therefore and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost.”” Now, seeing there
was a people here on this continent
surely they were entit'ed to the
benefits of the Gospel of the Re-
deemer as well as those who lived
on other parts of the earth., We
find thatso far as the Book of
Mormon is concerned, an explana-
tion is given in regard to how the
people who lived on this portion of
our.globe were visited and adminis-
tered to in the things of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, even as those min-
istrations were manifested in other
parts of the world.
Sometimes we allude to the scrip-
tures and select pascages to substan-
tiate those things that are written

‘im the Book of Mormon. I will now

draw the attentiou of the con

tion to a passage that we consider
has reference to this subject, which
is found in the 10th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, the
16th and 16th verses, ¢‘As the Fa-
ther knoweth me”—these are the
words of the Savior—‘even so0 know
I the hKather: and I lay down my
life for the sheep. And other sheep
I have; whieh are not of thisfold:
them also I must bring, and they

i other words, it has been, o far as {shall hear my voice; and there shall

the great bulk of the world is con-
cerned, repudiated as not properly |
authenticated, net what it claims= to
be.” In my travels in the world,
however, -1 have found wvery few
people who could give an intelligent
reason for the repudiative stand they |
_have taken in reference to this re-
~ cord, I have asked a great many of
- them—and I presume that numbers
of the Elders besides myself have

be one fold, and one shepherd.”
What is the necessary conclusion to
be arrived at from this remark of the
Savior? It is very plainand simple,
There were other sheep who were
not of the fold at Jerusalem, and it
was necessary that they also should
hear the voice of the Savior and be
brought into the fold of Christ, that
there might be one fold and one
shepherd.

e Book of Mormon, from v
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then be prepared to accept of a
chureh of a differenft description en-
tirely. This is a day when revela-
tion is denied, when Prophets and
Apostles are stated to be no longer
needed. This is the position of the
whole of 8o-called Christendom. But
what do the Seriptures -ay these
inspired teachers were given for?
PPaul says they were given ‘‘fer the
work of the ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ,”’—and if
we say that such officers are no
longer needed, then we must also
assume the position that the minis-
terial work can be safely abolished
and that the body of Christ which
is the Church, requires no more edi-
fication; for this was the means es-
tablished by Jesus Christ for its edi-
fication and instruction. = Another
purpose for which these inspired
teachers were given was that we
might be all brought to a unity of
the faith, and yet it is staled that
those officers who were placed in the
Church for that purpose are no
longer needed. If that assertion
were correct, unity would be un-
necessary in the
or else the Church has arrived
at that condition of unity, when the
means for bringing about that result
is entirely unnecessary and can be
dispensed with. But no person ean
claim this latter position. Those
who call themselves the Church of
Christ cannot consistently assume
this position; forif there is a subject
upon which men and women are di-
vided in their views and practices,
and engender towards each other
feelings of bitter animosity, it is re-
ligion, and that also whiech is claim-
ed to be the religion of the meek and
lewly Jesus Christ, who came to fill
the ‘hearts of His disciples with
peace. This was His mette, this

!

was the proclamation that ushered
in His birth, **Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.” We c¢laim that
it requires the same to-day to save

| ganization of this church, and for
Church, |

in process of verification. The tens
of thousands of Latter-day Saints
render the prophecy that many
shall “believe the words of the book”
an accomplished fact. The inspired
utterance purports to have been
spoken over two thousand years ago.
’llhe unbeliever may repudiate the
¢laim regarding the ancient c¢harac-
ter of therecord, and assume that it
originated with Jeseph Smith. But
this would not m “improve the
g}tiuﬂ of the skeptic, for as the
k of Mormon was published be-
fore the Church was organized, Jos-
eph Smith had no ordinary means
0 knuwin%' that many would believe
in the divine authenticity of the
book. :
There have been many, T betlieve,
even among the Latter-day Saints
who, under t 1e circumstances of the
past, have found it all that their
faith eould grasp to believe come of
the words which I have just read in
your hearing—those relating to the
Lamanites. Nearly from the or-

many years subsequently, mission-
aries, Klders of this church, were
sent among the remnants of the
ancient people of this contiment, the
aborigines, to endeavor to bring them
to a knowledge «f their fathers. It
appeared, however, as if the efforts
in that direction were fruitless—that
these people had fallen so low in the
scale of being, so depraved that it
seemed next to im ible for the
rays of truth to penetrate their
minds, Ita ed as if we might
as well dism]pr of accomplishing any-
tking so far as they were concerned.
But this is an inspired record, and
these words which I have read to
to you this afternoon were the in-
spired utterances of a great prophet,
which must come to in the last
days, in connection with the great
latter day dispensation. They have
commenced to be fulfilled, not by
the power of man, but by the power
of the living God.

About seven years ago there was

men and women as it did in ancient
times. |

But, to return to the Book of Mor-
mon. Portions of seriptures can be
cited which substantiate, or tend to
substantiate at Jeast, the validity or
authenticity of this book. But there
are other evidences ‘that are more
potent in their character,in my es-
timation, and these evidences are
contained within the book itself; it
speaks for iteelf. Tte teachings are
in the strictest harmony with those
of the scriptures of eternal truth;
its morality is faultle-s; its religion

|
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them, that they may know

work of the Father hath m
commenced unto the fulfillin of the
covenant which he hath mnggnnh
the peo’plu who are of the house
Israel.” And again, on page 5%
“And then shall the wunk Of the
Father co mence at that day, ey
when this gospel shall be preache
among the rempant of this pegy
Verily, 1 say unto you, at thatt
shall the work of the Fﬂl.tnrq.

mence among all the disperse],

my ple; yea, even the
that have been lost,whieh theF
hath Jled away out of Jamaa
Yea, the work shall comme
among all the dispersed of my
ple, with the Father, to preparey
way whereby they may Come yy
me, that they may call on the
ther in my name, Yea, and
shall the work commence, with
Father, among all nations, in
paring the way whereby lLis
may be gathered home to the
of their inheritance. And they
go out from all nations. iR
Here is a statement that is
in connection with this work;
isa prediction that when the 4
anites should commence to belj
in thamwords of this book,the Faty
Was commence (o gather §
whole house of Israel and to :
a way amongst all nations. Isg
the cise? 1f this be an insgir
terance, then the Lord is prepam
the way, and has been ever s
this sign became a fact—for §
gathering of the Jews and theg
vranches of the whole house of}

raei. Has this been so?

I draw the attention of theg
gregation to events in the
litical world, which point in §
direction. Shortly n.t’{zr this
commenced among the remnang
Israel on this continet, therey
warfare between Russia-and Tug
which culminated in what is ky
as the famous Berlin Treaty, inj
produetion of which Lord Begw
field, himself a Jew, was the

|

a4 movement among some of the
tribes of the i:le to whom I al-
lude. They came forth and made
statlernents to the effect that the
Great Spirit had directed them to
come to the Elders of this church
and be baptized for the remission of
their sins, There is an Elder in this
congregation, Brother George H.
Hill, who sits in the gallery, who
has, as well as others, been instru-
mental in doing much in this diree-
tion. As many as 300 of these peo
ple at one time solicited of him the

will bear the closest scrutiny in
comparison with the instructions of
Jesus himselfl and the Apostles, as
confained within the lids of the
Bible, the record that is accepted by
Christendom as the history of the
early Church. But there is inter-
nal evidence of the Book of Mormon
being what we claim it to be, and
to have l:een brought forth by the
power of the living God.

What is | prog

administration of this ordinance.
Was it the influence and wor of
man that accomplished this? No
it was not; it was the influence and
power of the living God, who, ac-
cording to the Book of Mormon,
made a promise to the fathers of
these people that he would visit the
remnants of their posterity and re-
store them to a knowledge of their
enitors. This covenant was

ing spirit. There are clausesin|
treaty that are tavorable to the
complishment of the work to wi
I allude—tlie gathering of the hy
of Israel from the nations of
| earth to the lands that were pro
ed to their fathers, to ~ tis
and to their children for ever. |
litical = freedom, comparatis
speaking, was, by that instrum
granted tothe Jews contiguon
Palestine—in' Romania and ¢

principalities of the Kast. A sh
time subsequent to the for
and ratification of the ueatyﬂ
Rritain assumed a protectorale o
that part of the world in whick
Palestine, and the Jews have rig
now accorded to them that t}
have not enjoyed for man |
tions.  But one of the greatest
dences of all is the fact that
Jews themselves are beginning
awaken upon this subject and
operating with a view to the el

“~done the same thing—whether they
““had this book and endeavor-
—@d to make themselves acquainted
~‘with its contents, and also make
“themselves familiar with the evi-

dences in favor of its authenticity.
=~ Tnthe majority of instances these

ization of ancient Palestine by
house of Israel. A
not long since, applied to
of Turkey for the privilege of g
chasing portions of Palestise
this very purpose, and organimtio

made with the fathers at the solici-
tation of the latter, who knew by
the spirit of prophesy that their de-
scendants would become dark and
benighted, through the influence of
apostasy and wickedness. Tt is true

501 to 540, gives an account of the
fulfilment of this inspired wut.
|terance of the Redeemer. It|
tells how, after he was crucified
in the flesh, at Jerusalem, and show-
| ed himself to many of his disciples.

the character of this evidence? It
i8 prophetic in its nature. I will
draw the attention of the congrega-
tron to one passage that occurs to
my mind, whteh will be found on
page 12= of the latest edition It

-l

~ and are known as the aborigines of

have never as much as seen a Book
of Mormon. Now, it appears to me|
that this is not a proper position to
be taken in regard to any subject by
an intelligent person. Ifa matter
\worthy of consideration at all it
© ghould be intelligently investigated.
. T'his is the only method by which
we ean arrive at correct conelusions |
in reference fo religion or any eother
‘subject.
" We claim this book isa record or
hislory of the ancient inhabitants of
America, the remnants of whom
. ate now scattered on various por- |
tions of this continent. Numbers
of them surround us in these valleys,

“America. It is unnecessary for me
fo mure than alluda to the fact that |

there Jdid exist, in the ages of the
past, peoples on this land who had |
arrived at an advanced stage of civ-
ilization, and who cultivated the
arts and sciences, Theruins of vast
cities, among which are the remains
of great structures, giving ample evi-
dence of this fact. This testimony
is presente ! before the world and is
being con=tantly produced for the
consideraticn of the reading public.
Then there was a people anciently
upon this continent who were in a
condition of advancement; this is
universally acknowledged, i believe,
by those who iiave considered this
question. When Jesus came to offer
himself up asan atonement {o sa-
- tisfy the law that had been broken
by mankind, and to. organize his
church in the land of Palestine, he
did so organize what he cal_letf his
church. It was composed, so far as
its officers are concerned, of men

who were inspire] of Ged, and'Whg |

He, in fulfilment of this assertion,
that he had “other sheep,” that he
must visit them, and that they.also
must hear his voice and be brotight
into the fold, visited the ancientson
this land and established His fold
amongst them. He performed that
work on this continent, among the
ple of whom the Book of Mormon

s a histery or record. What is the
fold of Christ? Itis the Church of
Christ. What is the Chureh of
Christ? It isan organized body, at
the head of which stand Apostles,
and Prophets. That was the Church
of the Redeemer in ancient times, it
was the Church established by him-
self in Palestine, and it always will
be the Church as long as there is a
true Church of Christ—not a revela-
tionless, uninspired, dead formula,
“having a form of godliness but de-
nying the power thereof,’”” but an
organization wherein there is autho-
rity to act in thename of him whose
chureh it is. Men are reasonable
upon most subjects, it appears to
me, excepting when it comes o
matters of religion. A great many
Eeople seem to willing that any-
hing shonld do for them in the

shape of religion, so long as it dJdoes
not give them much trouble. But
there is nothing by which humani-
ty can be sanctified unless it e the
truth; and no ehurch can offer sal-
vation except i the true church
of Christ, for in it alone is the power
of God unto salvation. It is a
strange thing that people can read
the record of the New Testament,
of the sayings of the Apostles, the
description  of the organization of
the Church as 1t existed in its prim-

jtive

gives the words of the Prophet Ne-

phi: “And now I would prophesy
somewhat more concerning the
Jews and the Gentiles. For after
the book of which I have spoken
shall come forth”—that is the com-
ing forth of this book—-‘and be writ-
ten unto the Gentiles and sealed up
again unto the Lord, there shall be
many which shall believe the words
which are written; and they shall
| carry them forth to the remnant of
our seed. " And then shall the rem-
nant of our seed know concerning us,
how that we came out from Jeru-
salem, and that they are descen-
dants of the Jews. And the gospel
of Jesus Christ shall be declared
among them; wherefore they shall
be restored unto the knowledge of
their fathers, and also to the know-
ledge of Jesus Christ, which was
had among their fathers. And then
shall they rejoice; for they shall
know that it is a blessing unto them
from the hand of God; and their
scales of darkness shall in to fall
from their eyes: and many genera-
tions shall not < away among |
them save they shall be a white
|

and delightsome le. And it
shall come t0 pass t the Jews
which are scattered, also shall begin
to believe in Christ; and they shall
begin to gather in upon the face of
the land; and as many as shall be-
lieve in Christ, shall also become a
delight=ome people. And it shall
come to pass that the Lord God shall
commernce his work among all na-
tons, kindreds tongues and people,
to bring about the restoration of his
people upon the earth,” A portion of

T
completanass apd poer and | fa)fliment; while the. remamder s

this ction has recelved a literal

that comparatively few of that peo-
ple have received the truth and for-
saken their idle habits and evil prac-
tices, and are endeavoring to live as
peaceable and respectable citizens;
but the work of reclamation has
commenced. It hasasmall begin-
ning, but this is the case wiih nearly
all great results. But there is an
element of growth in this work, and
it will increase and expand until it
shall take many of this portion of
the House of Israel within the gos-
Eel fold, and they shall accomplish
he great work t is predicted of
them in connection with this last
dispensation of the fullness of times.
here is another thing in connec-
tion with this great work beginning
amongst fhe . aborigines-—-a work
that was to Dbe contemporaneous
with its inauguration. It is predict-
ed in the Book of Mormon that when
the Lord should remember the por-
tion of Israel on this continent, and

they should begin to believe the|

words of this book, at that time, co-
temporaneous with that event, the
Father would commence to pre
the way among all nations for the
gathering of the house of Israel from
the four quarters of the earth to the
lands which he had promised to
their fathers for an everlasting in-
heritance, to them and their child-
ren for ever. This was the sign
given by the Savior when he preach-
ed to the ancient inhabitants of this
continent, and I will show that this
was the case, so far as the Book ef
Mormon records the prediction. On
page 527 are these words: ‘“And
when these things come to pass,
know

that thy seed shall begin
thee things, it ghell bs g slgn untp

are being aflected in various
the world with no other |
view than the one to whiehls
now alluding. There is cﬂ
thing that I believe will aid{
work of influencing the ancient
ple of God to go to their own
and that is the circums
which they are beings surroun
some of the countries of
I'hey are being persecuted in |
many and Russia, and the con
of urope is becoming so d
and so broken up,and business
ters are becoming 80 uncertain
L expect these ecircumstances
lead the Jews to consider the qu
tion of establishing a Hebrew !
Lionality before long; for weare}
ing in the very day when Guﬂ
fulfil the promises he madetol
Let the people hear it, for it
terequ}f the voice of ing
Hﬂﬂ, ancientand modern, and
words of the I.ord, thrﬂugil s
vantg, will not fall to the gra
but will be fulfilled to the very lé
Why, my brethren and siste
we not more familiar with thed
tents of this book? No Latte
Saint can intelligently comprel
the signs of the times unless §
informed in regard to the tead
of thisrecord. In the earlyn
the Chureh this Lord o
fested his displeasure with
Saints because they did n
sufficient attention to the ret
tions contained in the Book of ¥
mon, and that book itself prom*

|

I

and the revelations through s
ghat Joseph promise, that,in! 3ti
jue .time n}) the Lord, W
rh_a pmgsla are sufficiently m :}“
9 Tyosive them, cther recor| of



