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having been called fromtron the midst
of the congregation to address this
assemblage this afternoon I1 feel
my inability personally to do justice

f ininthethe performance of this duty un-
c 1641less I1 am aided by the spirit of the
v livingoodliving god I1 earnestly solicit that

jotiyou will exercise faith for me while
I1 shall occupy this tApp that I1
maxmaymaybomaybebe able to speak through the
influence of that power and truth-
fully present the principles of the

y gospel of jesus christ which ththe
iii latter day saints have embraced in

their faith and practice so far as
they understand them r

there are a great many subjects
connected with the plan of redemp-
tion that are of interest to all who
are seeking for salvation in the kinkingg

dopdorarof god field Iss sosa wide
idihp fact that there is somwomsometimes

i

betimes
great difficulty initi selecting the class
of matter 40 the cirecircum-
stances

u1n
thatthai arrosurroundund

us there is however one phase of
thisthid work that I1 think is specially

in connection with itil
my handband a volumevolu leeiVe which

is for good or evil through-
out the entire civilized world

iretheithe bookrook of mormon the latter
M daysdaysaint claim that this book is a

record of peopeoplesliles that dwelt ancient
ly on the face of this continent and

S that it wasvas brought forth in this gengert
veration through the instrumentali-

ty of a great prophetprophets namely
joseph smith this book has notreenrean generally received in tbthisIs light

kinfK ln other words it haghas been soto fthfart asaa
the great bulk of the world is con-
cerned

J reaurepudiateddiiabed as not properly
authenticated not what it claims to
bebel inin my travels in the world
however I1 have found very few
people who could give an intelligent
reason for the stand they
have taken in reference to this re
condycordy I1 have asked a great many of

1 them and I1 presume that numbers
of the elders besides myself have
done the same thing whether they
had perused this book and endeavor

bl-edbl-adheadheed to make themselves acquainted
haithwith its contents and also to make

themselves familiar with the evi-
dences in favor of its authenticity

klutheluthein the majority of instances these
have never as much asws seen a book
bfdof mormon now it appearappearssr to me
thatt this is not a proper position to
bobe taken in regard to any subject by
an intelligent person if a matter

airworthy of consideration at all it
s intelligently investigated

orroftthesisTThjisisiss the only method by which
awekweV e can arrive at correct conclusions

in reference to religion aranyor any other
ssuisut subjectbleet

AXfici jvewe claim this book is a record or
ghiswhisghi storylory of the ancient inhabitants of

america the remnants of whom
jjfrareare now scattered on various por-

tions of this continent numbers
of them surround us in these valleysI1

fandre are known as the aborigines of
tamekameAl alca it 19 unnecessary for me
tylre than allude to the fact that

therondtherondroUddid exist in the ages of the
pastbast peoples on this land who had
arrived at an advanced stage of civ-
ilization and who cultcultivated the
arusarts and sciences the ruins of vast
cities among which are the remains
of great structures giving ampleample evi-
dencedencedenee of this fact this testimony
is prepresente t before the world and is
being eonconconstantly produced for the

of the reading public
then there was a people anciently
upon this continent who were in a
condition of advancement this is
universally aea knowledged iI1 believe
by those who have considered this
question whenwhon jesus came to ofneroner
himself up nius nn atonement tosato sa-
tisfy the law thaethat had been broken
by mankind and to 0organize his
church in the landofland of palestine he
did so organize what he callericabiedcabled his
church it was composed so far as
its officers areato concerned of raemenn

0 wg pa hllallU
1
ynotho

wredIX y authorized and com-
missionednasson by him to act in his
name and to administer the prin-
ciples

r1n
ci I1es 0off I1ifelife and salvatsalvation10n
WEwhereverledever they went what was
the nature of their comcorn mission he
said to his ancient apostles whom
he commissioned go ye into the
world and preach tbthothea gospel to every
creature he that believethbelieveth and is
baptized shall be saved but liehe that
belibellbelievetheveth not shall be damned the
apostles according to the power
that was given to them and accord-
ing to the nature of the commission
with which they were thus entrust-
ededwenwent tintointo various parts of the
world and made this proclamation
calling upon all men everywhere to
repent of their sinssius to obey the
everlasting gospel that they might
be saved in the kingdom of god to
come into the true foldfoid of christ
nobly did they perform the great
work that was entrusted to them
but so farfak as we are aware they did
not extend their labors to this part
of thehe world for the peoples who
dwelt on the eastern hemisphere
were ignorant ofbf the existence of
this continent yet the lord jesus
christ said to his apostles go ye
therefore and teach all nations bap-
tizing them in the name of the
father and of the son and of the
holy ghost 11 now seeing there
was a people here on this continent
surely they were entitled to the
benefits of tile gospel of the kere
deeme raswell as those whowh lived
on other parts of the eartearth1 we
find that so far as the book of
mormon is concerned an explana-
tion is given in regard to how the
people who lived on this portion of
our globe were visited and adminis-
tered to in the things of the gospel
of jesus christ even as those min-
istrations were manifested in other
parts of the world

sometimes we allude to the scrip-
tures and select passages to substan-
tiate those things that areane written
in the book of mormonformonIN I1 wilwll I1 now
draw the atten tioulou of the congrega-
tion to a passage that we consider
haslias reference babisto this subject which
is found in the chapter of the
gospel according to st john the
I1ath and verses As the fa-
ther me these are the
wordsof the savior aleveneven so know
I1 theibe ijhSkatheroatherather and I1 jaylay down my
life for the sheep and other sheep

have abielwhich are not of this fold-i
them also I1 must 1bring

1 and they
c ll11 hearbear my voice and there shall
be one fold and onooneadno opherdshepherdblibilili 1

what is the neenecessarysary conclusion to
be arrived at from thithis remark of the
savior it is very plain and simple
there were other sheep who were
not of the fold at jerusalem and it
was necessary filat they also should
hear the voice of the savior and be
brought ininto the fold of christ that

i there might bobe one fold andoneand one
shepherd

the book of mormon from page
to gives an account odtheof the

fulfillmentfulfilment of this inspired ut-
terance of the redeemer it
tells howbow after he was crucified
in the flesh at jerusalem and show-
ed himself to many of his disciples
he in fulfilment of this aassertion
that he hadbad other sheep that he
must visit them and that theytheyaloalsoaiso
must hearbear hisbig voice and be broughtbraught
into the fold visited ththee anancientscientos on
this land and established his fold
amongst them he performed that
work on this continent among the
people of whom the book oformormon
is a history or record what is the
fold of christ ititchis the church of
christ what is the church of
christ it is an organized body at
the headbead of which stand apostles
and prophets that was the church
of the redeemer in ancient times it
was the church established by him-
self in palestine and it always will
be the church as long as there is a
true church of christ not a cevela
tionless uninspired doad formula
having a form of godliness but dde-

nying the power thereof but an
organization wherein there is autho-
rity to act in the name ofor him whose
church it is menalen are remoreahableHabIe
upon most subjects it appears to
me excepting when it omescomes to
matters of religionre A great many
people seem to be willing that any-
thing should do for them in the
shapeshapo of religion so longiongon- as it does
not give them much Gtroubletroubiele but
there is nothing by which humani-
ty cabbeeancan be sanctified unless it hebe the
truth and no church can ofneroffer sal-
vation except itile the true church
of christ for in it alone is the power
of god unto salvation it is a
strange thing that people can read
the record of the new testament
of the sayings of the apostles the
description of the organization of
the cherchaChurohacha jt existed I1io I1itsis prprimI1 irL
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then be prepared to accept of a
churchhurch of a different description en-
tirely this is a day when revela-
tion is denied when Prophetsand
apostles are stated to be no longer
needed thithisa is thetile position of thetiie
whole of so called christendom but
what do the scriptures rayay thesethere
inspired teachers were given for
paul bayssays they were given far the
work of the ministry for the edify-
ing of the body of chhistchrist 11 and if
we say that such officers are no
longer needed then we must also
assume the position that the minis-
terial work can be safely abolished
and that the body of christ which
is the church requires nuno more edi-
ficationfleafi tion for this was the means es-
tablishedta by jesus christ for its edi-
ficationficafleafi tion and instructinstructionioulou another
purpose for which these inspired
teachers were given was that we
might be all brought to a unity of
the faith and yet it is statedstaled that
those officers who were placed inin the
church for that purpose are no
longer needed if that assertionass atlon
were correct unity would be un-
necessary jnin the churchurchch
or else the church has arrived
at that condition of unity when the
means for bringing about that result
is entirely unnecessary and can be
dispensed with but no person can
claim this latter position those
who call themselves the church of
christ cannot consistently assume
this position for if there is a subject
upon which men and women are di-
vided in their views andfind practices
and engender towards each other
feelings ofor bitter animosityy it is re-
ligion and that also which is claim-
edeatoto be thetile rellrelireligionlonion of the meekineekandand
lowly jesus chilstchrist who came to fill
the hearts of his disciplesdiselliles with
peace this was his motto thia
wagwas the proclamationr0 lim Ution
in his tyrlirtirbirthth gry to god in the
highest and onan earthbaith peace good
will toward men we claim that
it requires the same todaytodayto dayjay totd save
men and women as it did in ancient
times

but to return to the book of mor-
mon portions of scriptures can be
cited which substantiate or tend to
substantiate at feast the validity or
authenticity of this book butnut there
are other evidences that are more
potpotententinin their character in my es-
timationti and these evidences are
COntcontainedaffied within the bogkbook itself it
speaks for itself its teachings are
in the strictest harmony with thoethose
of the scriptures of eternal truth
its morality isjj 8 its religion
will bear the closest scrutiny in
compcomparisonarlsonarison with the instructions of
jesus himself and the Aapostlesastles as
contained within the ilislisslids of the
bible the record that is accepted by
christendom as the history of the
early church but there is inter-
nal evidence of the book of mormon
being what we claim it to be and
to have been brought forth by the
power of the living god what is
the character of this evidence it
I1is prophetic in its nature I1 will
draw the attention of thetho congrega-
tion to one passage that occurs to
raymindmy mind will be found on
page of the latest edition it
gives the words of the prophet ne-
phi and now I1 would prophesy
somewhat more concerning the
jews and the gentiles for after
the book of which I1 have spoken
shall come forthmforth M that is the com-
ing forth of this book and be writ-
ten unto the gentiles and seasealeded up
again unto the lord there shall be
many which shall believe the words
which are written and they shall
carry them forth to the remnant of
our seed and then shall the rem-
nant of our seed know conceconcerningmingusus
how thattil at we came out from jeru-
salem and that they are descen-
dants of the jews and the gospel
of jesus chhistchrist shall be declared
among them wherefore they shall
be restored unto the knowledge of
their fathers and also to tiiethe know-
ledgeledgeedge of jesus christ which was
had among their fathers and then
shall they rejoice for they shall
know thattil at it is a blessing unto them
from the handband of god and their
scales of darkness shall beginegin to fall
from their eyesreyes and many genera-
tions s hallliall not paspasi i away among
them savefave they shall be a white
anandd delightsome people and it
shall earnecome to pass fthatat the jews
whwhichich are scattered also shall begin
to believe in christ and they shall
bebegin0ddn to gather in upon the face of
the land and as many as shall be-
lieve in christ shall alsoaiso become a
delimit acome people and it shall
come to pass that the lord god shall
commencecelasce his work among ailuaalluaallali na-
tions kindhindkindredsredsneds tongues and people
to bring about the restoration of his
people upon the earthoarthearthy A portion of
thisthia prediction bhasas received a literal
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in process of verification the tens
of thousands of latter day saints
render the prophecy that many
shshalla believe ththee words of ththee book
anaa accomplished fact the inspired
utterance purports to have been
spoken over two thousand years ago
the unbeliever may repudiate the
claim regarding the ancient charac-
ter of the record andaud ahsuassumeme that it
originated with josephJose h Ssmithmlethith but
this would not MUCKmuch improve the
positionPO of the skeptic for aaas the
book of mormon waswag bublipublished8hed be-
fore the church was organized jos-
eph smith had no ordinary means
of knowing that many would believe
in the amne authenticity of the
book

there have been many I1 believebelleve
even among the latter day saints
who under t ie circumstances of the
past have found it all that their
faith could grasp to believe Eomeiomei of
the words which I1 hahavveejustu treadread in
your hearing those relating to the
Lamanitea nearly from the or-

i of this church and for
many years subsequently mission-
aries elderseldens of this church were
sent among the remnants of the
ancient people of this con the
aborigines to endeavor to bring them
to a knowledge if their fathers it
appeared however as if the efforts
in that direction were fruitless that
these people had fallen so low in the
caiecaleteale of being so depraved that it
seemed next to impossible for the
rays ot truth to penetrate their
minds it aappearedpaea red as if might
as well dispain ofor accomplishing any-
thing as they were concerned
but this is an inspired record and
these words which I1 have read to
to you this afternoon were the in-
spired utterances of a great propprophethetbet
which must come to pass in the last
days in connection with the great
latter day dispensation they have
commenced to be fulfilled not by
the power of man but by the power
of the living god

about seven years ago there ivasTV as
a movement among some of the
tribes of the people to whom I1 al-
lude they came forth and made
statements to the effect that the
great spirit had directed them to
cometocome to the elders of this church
and be baatbaptized for the remission of
theintheir sinssina there iais an eiderelder in this
congregation brother george H
hill who sits in the gallery who
has as well as others been illsirisinstru-
mental

tru
in doing much in this direc-

tion As many as of these peo
pie at one time solicited of him the
administration of this ordinancewas it the influentinfluenceo and off
man that accomplished this no
it was not it was the influence and
power of the living11vi god who ac-
cording to the book of mormon
made a promise to the fathers of
these people that he would visit the
remnants of their posterity and re-
store them to a knowledge of their
progenitors this covenant was
made with the fathers at the solici-
tation of the latter who knew by
the spirit of prophesy that their de-
scendantsants would become dark and
benighted through the influence of
apostasy and wickedness fttt lsibis19 true
that comparatively few of that peo-
ple have received the truth and for-
saken their idle habits and evil prac-
tices and are endeavoring to livejive as
peaceable and respectable citizens
but the work of reclamation has
commenced it hashaa a small begin-
ning bubutt this is the caseease wiwilhib Dnearlyea rly
all great results but there is an
element of growth in this work and
it will increase and expand until it
shall take many of this portion ofor
the house of israel within thetho gos-
pelp fold and they shall accomplish
ththe great work that is predicted of
them in connection with this last
ddispensation of the fullness of times

there is another thing in connec-
tion with this great work beginbeginninguinniu
amongst therthemthe aborigines a work
that was to be contemporaneous
with its inauguration it ia predict-
ed in the book of mormon that when
the lord should remember the por-
tion of israel on this continent and
they should begin to believe the
word of this book at that time

with that event the
father would commence to prepare
themaythe way amonamoDamonggallallali nations for the
gathering of the house of israel from
the four quarters of the earth to the
lands which he had promised to
their fathers for an everlasting in-
heritanceherlheri tance to them and their child-
ren for ever this was the signsign
given by the savior when hebe preach-
ed to the ancient inhabitants of thistilis
continent and I1 will show that this
was the case so far as the bookedbook ef
mormon records the predictpredictionio on
page are these words and
when these things comecoma to pass
that thy aeed ahafiahall boginbegin to knoyknowgw

8 HR MgugJIM be alp

them that they may know that thework of the father hath alreadyldyl
commenced unto the fulfilling of tuethcovenant which he hath made unto
the people who are of the house ofteft
israel and again on page si5 i

and then shall thetho of them

father co menmencece at that day evedeven
when this gospel hhall bebe preached
among the remnant 0off tills1118

verily I1 bwyfhay unto you at that t
shall the work of the father cokcom
mence among all the disperdiaperbeahta
my people yea even the tribetriba
that have been lost which
hath led away out of Jejerusalemyea the work shall commet
among all the dispersed of my 14
pie with the father to prepare th
way whereby they may come usut
me that they may call on the y
ther in mjmy name yea and thette
shall the workverk commence with Utt
father among all nations hiin pa

paring the way whereby his peo
may be gathered homehorne to the hiii
of their inheritance and they khfhighi
go90 out from all nations

here iaIs a statement that iais ink
in11 connection with this work hebe
isis a prediction that when the laial
aniles should commence to bellebelei
in the words of this book the fat
was to commence to gather tt4
whole house of israel and to
a way amongst all nations Is hitk
tI1 ae e useise itif this beanbe an inspire i k

teranceterancej then the lord iais
the way and hashaa been ever snisaithis signagn bebecameLame a bacifact forporr a
gagatheringring of the jewsJ Ws and thehe othioth
lrbranchese of the whole house ofoj
rael hashaa this been so

I1 draw the attention of the ca
gregation to recenrecent events in thethessi
lotical world which point in
direction shortly after this vzv
commecommencedneed among the remnabremnaremnant
israel on this continet there 1iwarfare between Russrussialhandiwandand turk
which culminated in what tsIs kholhoi
as the famous berlin treaty ininhinnti
production of which lord betasbem
field himself a jew wasavas chiqthe V

ing spirit there are clauelau
treaty that are favorable to the

1

of the work to via
I1 aallude11 ude thtifetilee gagathering of the hoihor t
of israel from the nations oft
earth to tbthea lands that were prom
ed to their fathers to tin
and to their children for ever I1f t
lotical freedom
speaking was by that instrume
granted to the jews OW V
palestine jnin romania and Qtl 1

principalitiesprincipal aties of the east A figfin
time subsequent to the format b
and ratification of the treaty gaG t
britain as a protectorate 00 tj
that part of ane world in which Vpalestine and the jews have bigl 41
now accorded to them that tk
have not enjoyed for many gelageul t
eions but one of the greatest cr e
dencesdenees of allail is the fact thatjews themselves are beginning slawaken upon this subject and i1 s
operating with a view to the cols of
izadion of ancient Fapalestinelestine by i ti
house of israel A mr w
not long since applied to the suk al
of turkey for the privilege oti of
chasing portions of palestine i al
this very purpose and ua ti
are being affected in various ti
the world with no otherotter 0objected b
view than the one to which itI1 ex
now alluding there is anoll 11
thing that I1 believe will aid ttI te
work of influencing the ancient p al
pie of god to go to their own la ht
and that is the circumstancesn co
which they aroarc being surrounded d s
some of thetuo countries of EWevri 1t
they are being persecuted in 0 in
many and russiaitusllalia and the condit in
of europe inIs becoming so ab
and so broken up and business vsat co
terri are becoming BOso uncertain te4 wa1

I1 expect these circumstances i se
lead the jews to consider the ft al
tion of establishing a hebrew i1 ov
tionatlonality before long for we are I1 be
ing in uiweeveryoveryvelidavelydadayy v hen godgodl i ou
fulfil the promises he made to isi W

letdet the people hear it forforitit 9191ai

been uttered by the voice of insi gr
tion ancientancien haddand modem and an
words of the fjord through brhi i folfoi
mantsvanta will not fall to the groggroi ga
but wawill11 be fulfilled to the very igilet sh

why my brethren and sistersbisters re
we not more familiar with the til
tentstenta of this book noisto latterilatter sh
saint can intelligently com ul
the signs of the times unless bh
informed in regard to the leacu tl
of this record in the early r
the church this lord ftJ
tested his displeasure withwithal ov
saints because they did not sh
buffsufficientlelent attention to the renrel iv
eions contained in the book of1 yolyoi
mon and that book itself prompron
and the revelations through thethep aw
phet joseph promise thabthat inin 9 at
dueue time of the londlord jyl natnal
theQ people wegre sufficiently aadvadtto WO
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