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“MORMONISM™ AND [INFIDELITY.

WE give place today to a reply to
ooe point o Mr. Chas. Ellis? letter,

published in a previous lssue of the
DesgrEr NEws, The writer takes s
correct view, in the main, of the rela-
tive powsitipns of ‘“Mormonism®* and
Infidelity. It s true that in thelr es-
sence they have nothing in commob.
«“Mormonism’? means faith, in its full-
est religious senee; Infidelity means
uufaith, or aisbellef in Divine things.
But everyhbouy who is called an infilel
does not deserve thai appellation as it
is commonly ured. We are all unbe-
lievers to some extent. That ig,
things that are believed hy - some of as
are disbelieved by othere, and that
which is divine in eome persons’ eyes
ijs absurd to the vision of people who
are just as rational and sincere as
they.

1t has become commmon to call any
gne un infidel who'does not accept the
orthodox ideas of Deity and the Chris-
tian religlon. And yet there is more
true faith snd genuine Christianity
among mapy who are unorthodox,
than exists in the breasts of some pro-
fessing reltgionists. Infidelity, then,
aws the term is frequently used, must
not ajways be treated as opposition to
true reiigion. If it is meant to ex-
prees the idea of a denial or disbelief
of God and revealed religion in genersl,
of ¢ourse there I8 pothing in it in com-
mon with **Mormonism.*?

But what we understand Mr. Ellia
to mean is,that “*Mormonism’? will find
that justice, fairnees and aid in defence
o! its lawful liberties, armong the people
who are classed ae infidele, whioh bave
been denied them by professing
“iChristians® In the orthodex reiigious
pects, And thers i some truth in
whbat he advances. We have known
so-called infidels tostand up for those
equal rights which “Mormons” should
enjoy in common with all other be-
levers in Christ, while religious min-
lslers and their very plous followers
employed violence to prevent the exer-
olne of these rights,

Another thing, We have met with
men and womuen, denounced as infidels
by orthodox church members, who
fervently believed In the ¢Xistence of
4 Supreme Being, in the eternal
principles of truth, honor, fustice,
right and retribution, and in doing
good to Ltheir fetllows for the love of
it, while they disbelieved in the or-
gauized formes of religion as the inven-
tions of men. They vebemently opposed
what they honestly considered cabt,
by pocrisy, pretence and soul-merchan-
dlse, but admired congistency, charity,
devotion to a just cause and every-
thing that ig beautiful in cultured hu-

manity.

From such ‘“infidels’’ as these we
believe ‘*Mormonism, * if they properiy
understood it, would receive the sup-
port which Mr, Ellie suggeets. Not
perbape through their faith initas a
Divine system, but through their love
of fairpess and equal rights, and their
sturdy hostility to Injustice and intoler-
ance.

Therefore, while it 13 true that ‘*Mor-
monism and Infidelity are utterly in-
compatible, also that the triumph of
the former wlll be achieved hy the aid
of infiuences higher than any human
agency, it is neverthelesa reasonfble to
believe that in the struggle for civil
and relligious liberty, the “Mormon?”

people are far more likely to receive

heip {rom eoc-called infidels, than from
the orthodox secls, the hired clergy
and the self-sufiicient Pharisees of the
pineteenth century, who would deny
to the S*Maormons’® even the right to

the common title of “Christlans.?
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NORTH CAROLINA MOBBING.

ON Monday, April 11th, we com-
mented upon u report embodied In a
apecial press dispach to the effect that
“Mormon?® missionarice in North
Carolina had been walted upon by a

mob and taken from Btanley County
over the horder into Union County.
Later reports were to the effeet that
the Elders had hbeen whipped and
finaily killed. Thepe latter rumors
were, howaever, uufounded. From in-
formation gieaned from a letter, dated
at Alvermarle. Staniey County, N. C.,
A pril 5th, 1892, from Xlder Willlam C.
Winder, who is laboring in that part
of the county, to his wife, we nare
enabled to give the facta.

Brother Winder states that while he
and his fellow missionary—the siame
of the latter ia not given—were on
their way on the 13th of Mareh, to a
place at which they had an appoint-
ment to hold meeting, they were met
by s nDumber of men, one of them
hunded them the following notice:

+To the Mormon Elders:

“This is to notify yon that you must
leave Sianley Co. within 48 hours cr
abide the consequence.

: Yours in earnest,
CiT1zENS."

Elder Winder then deseribes sulse-
quent details aa followe:

“We did not pay any atlention to it
but went on and beld our eeting,
which was very satisfactory and made us
many (riends. Everytbing went along
quietly until March 31st, when e applied
toa man by the nnme of Tucker for a
night's lodging. He ook us in. A
Methodist preacher was just leaving the
bouse. He called Mr. Tucker outside,
conversed with him for a shorttime, and
rode off. When Mr. Tucker returned to
the house he ac:ed very strangely. He,
however, gave Us our supper and we re-
tired about 9:30. In a shorttime 2 man
rode up to the house and ecalled Mr.
Tucker'out. The two held a brief consul-
tation and the visitor rode off. In a
ghort time we heard a great noise.
Six or seven men came onto the poreh,
called Mr. Tucker and demanded that he
deliver us up, which he seemed willing
to do. We asked them to allow us to
stay uatil morning, which they refused
and required us to go with them. Tbey
took us about three-fonrtha ¢ " a mile and

ut us acrose Rocky river in'o Union
county and told na if we ever came back

to Stanley county our lives would not be
safeo.

It waa very cold. We walked around
in the woods until morning unahble to
find a publigroad. Atdaylight we started
for the house of our kind friend, Mr.
Hudson. After walking forty-flve miies
we arrived there at 8 o’clock in the even-
ing. Mr. Hudson and his son were iD-
censed at the treatment we had received
and were exccedingly kind to us. This
ciremmnstance has made us many new
friends, and sone say it came Dear mak-
jing them ‘Mormons.’ Newly made -
friends are kindly inviting us to wisit
them, and we feel to acknowledge the
band of the Lord in what has occurred.
The people generally. are indignant at the
outrage.

“We start for Guilford County’ tomor-
row o se¢ the President of the Confer-
ence. Do not be uneasy. The Lord will
bring us through all right. 1 did oot
have the least feeling of fear the night
they took us from the house, and I have
never felt better than I dn now. Our
good friend Mr. Hudson Las Invited us
to stay with him as long as wo please.
He tells his friends he has been hiessed
in keeping us, and ho does not propase
that we shall be driven away.”

We say God hiesn Mr. Hudson and
bis boueehold and a}l hobnorable, cour-
ageous people who befriend the serv-
ants of God in the hour of danger and
trinl! This will he the sentiment of
many who peruse the foregoing ac-
count of an exhibition of staunch ad-
herence to duty cn the one hand and
mobocratic higotry and intolerance, on
the other.
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THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL
. AMENDMENT.

THE-sltoation in Utah directa the
attention of several KEastern papers
towards the proposed constitutional
amendment now pending in Congress,
The contention is thataftertheadoption
ol the amendment all valid objections

to making Utah n Bovereign BState
would be removed, The smendment
referred to reads as followe:

“No State shall pass any law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or pro-
hiblting the frec exergise thereof, or use
its property or ecredit, or any money
raised by tazation, or authorize either to
be used for the purpose of founding,
maintaining or aiding, by appropriation,
payment for services, expenses, or other-
wise, any chureh, religious denomination
or religious rociety, or any institution,
society or undertaklug which i3 in whole
or in part under sectarinn or ecclesiasti-
enl control.”

An smendment of a similar kind
was introduced in the House of Rep-
resentatives in IB75. Tt is sald that
(General Grant was the instigator of It.-
It passed the House by an almaost
unanimous vete, but was subsequently
Jefeated in the Benate. [n IB76 the
3t. Louis National Democratic con-
vention and the Cincinnati National
Republican onnvention both adopted
planks in their platforms, urging ab-
golute separation of Church and Btate.

At the present time the public school
guestion is beecoming. a rather vexed
one in many of the Kastern States.

he nmendment, if adopted, would
ellectunlly settle the issue pertaining to
the appropriation of part of the school
taxes for parochial and private
schools, It would also dlequalify many
religiour institutions now receiving




