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A VOICE FROM CARTHAGE.

After s short delay caused by the
eloud bursts and flsode, B0 prevalent fu
Northern Illinois durlng the lnst few
daye, and r one day’s stop in Chicugo
the return trip, your cm:reapondent
boarded s Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy rallroad trainat thie ln.at name.|
loty,with,Carthage,]lhu?m,a.s ‘he po!nt
of yestination, Leaving Chicagoat 10:30
in the evening, Burijngton, lowa,ils
reached enrly next morniog, where a
chauge of care is made, the Carthage
reute being u hranch of the main line,
between Burlington, lowa and Quinoy,
Ilinois.

Carthage was reaghed in abkout an
hour’s rideand ae the next south bound
train was not due untl} 5:30 oy, 1
bad ample time bo examire this cily,
vnce so importantly cooneoted with
ihe history of Lhe Liatter-day Bainots,

Carthage has a populstion of about
1Wo thousand, und is the county peat of
Hancock County. Ife not over-pre-
poesessing court houss i sltuated in the
center of a neatly kept equare, oppo-
slte, and on three sides ol whiogh are
the stores and varlous bueiness places.
One noticeable fact, And & very favor-
able one to the e¢lty,is that not a

saloon 18 within fte limits, the
municipal government belog con-
trolled hy & fprohibitory party.”

The count olitically, iz Democratio,
and this ll';’elc))r pomicaklln Carthage is
expounded hy two weekly newspapers,
thgo.lournalynnd Republican, whﬂ,u
‘sprotection and the MoKinley bill™?
fing up uble champion 1o the
@azette, Learning that Judge Thomas
C. Sharpe, (who wlil be remembered
by many Utah residents, a@ one of
the Mormons’® hitterest opponents
in the days of the expulsion,)
wus the editor of the latter named
paper, [ called at the office aud
found a son of Mr. Bharpe in obarge,
w ho informed me that hig father was a
viotim of paralysis and unable Lo leave
his resicence. On cslling at his home,
I was ushered luto n room where the
*Sudge?’ wan peated abn table, writing
copy for his paper, & process which be
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from Usah, he discontinued his work:
nud fnetead of the poiuta which I ha+d
hoped to gain from the vieit, I found
myeelf, for the time at least, a8 n receg-
nized bureau of informativn on Utab
and the Mormon question,

Hie inguiries were of =all varleties;
on the political situation here, at Min-
neapoiis, and at Chicage; on the ques-
tion of polygamy aud the probabilities
of Utah being admitled into the
Union,

From hie standpolnt, my anewers
dl.l not apparently give much satisfao-
tion, especinlly when [ advieed him
ol the action of the Chleago conven-
tion in relation to the Utah ocentest,
and sfter a reply to each guestion had
veen ehouted in his ears, he would
respond with an "*h?’m,?’ rivet his eyes
on Lhe tlgor for & few seconds and then
filx a stendinst gaze oo we for some
time before propouuding his pext in-
quiry. His wife was in the room,
and intormed methat she was formerly
the wife of Frank Worreli, eaptain of
the Carthage Greys at tne time of the
martyrdomn, and she very bitterly laye
the Jeath of Worrell, about & year after-
wards, to the doors of the Mormons.
Her present hueband, Sharpe, wae the
editor of that etrong anti-Mormon
paper, the Warsaw JSignal, and he ls
one of the few meu who were arrested
for the crime of the murder of the
Propbet Joseph And Hyrum Smith,
Asg intimated, the old lady is very bit-
terly opposed to the Mormon Chureb,
but after ridding herself of the pre-
sumption that I wue 4 son of Brigham
Young, she very readily gave me tbhe
informatien T desired in relation to
affuirs conpected with the mobbinge of
the Baints in [lilnois,

My footsteps were next wended to-
ward the old jail bullding which ie
lo¢ated In the northern part of the
town, near the bnsiness centre. Com-
paring the present view with an old
pbotograph of the origlonal jail, the
great Improvements which have been
made were readily discernnble. The
Jjull was sold many years ago at puhlie
augtion by the county, and was alter-

informed me was done very laborious-| ards resold to its present owners, a

iy, a8 he suffered with what is Ruown | nr apd Mre. Browning,

u# “halfl paralysts,” that le, half of his
bpdy had lost 1ts controlling power,
Mr. Bhatpe is spparently a very
aged mun sand his hearing is o hadly
aflected thst conversatlon with him
was very difficuil. Adter learning
that his visitor was & young Mormon

They being
ion sfluent eirgumstances, have made
a veritable maneion of the oid place, &
large additivn having been added to
the enst, and au elegant glass conserva-
tory adjoining the south end. The
lady very cordially invited me to ex-
amine the bnildiog, ap invitation
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which { wae not loth to take advant-
age uf,

‘The jull proper 18 o strong, red eto ne
structure, sbout twenty-five by thirty-
four feet, and a little over two storles
bigh, altbough haviog « low and
stunted appearnnce. Theold stairway,
built of oak and walnut, is the snme as
in 1844 and, in fact, there has, prac-
tically, not been a change made on
the jail’portion of the building, wita
the exception of the wall-papering,
painting and furnishing of the roome,
Cbe door through which Hyrum and
Joseph wap shot was reached and the
bullet bole carefully examined, and we
next entered this uoarway to the room
in which were the Mornion prisouers
at the time of the nssassination.

Heating myself upon the stone win-
dow aill fromm whilch the Prophet
Joseph made his fatal leap, my In-
formant curefully explaining every
point of lnoterest in the room, the
tones of & pianoln a neighboring resi-
dence, echoing through the bullding,
the feelinge and thoughts experienced
would bedifficult to deroribe, In fact,
I ocouid bardly make mywell belleve
that I jwns viewing the spot, where
within two days of torty- Y:ht years
ago the blood of the martyra fliwed to
antigly the mobooratic desires of a
horde of fanatice.

This room mentioned is fitted asa
Bpare bedroom, snd | was Informed,
lu answer to » query, that the blpod
stains of Hyrum Bmith stl)]l remalped
upon the carfeted fioor. On leaving
the building { was sbown through the
grouinde, where the tloral taste of Mra.
Browning haaled to the expenditure of
bundreds ofdollars Iy choiee varietive
of flowersand shrube, Ivy govers the
walls of the old jall to the very roof,
and the entire premisce are a veritable
flower garden. The old well, ngainst
the curb of which the Prophet was
shot, hee Iong sinee been filled, but the
spot s kept well marked, and oo it
growr u choice varjety of flowers. An
armfulof flowers and ivy was presented
me and every conslderation shown
that oould poesibiy be accorded a
sbranger. In answer Lo my inquiry s
{o the esthsated vaiue of the place, a
sum away up in the thousands was
pamed, and [ afterwards learned that
the same propartionnte values are held
on various kinds of property through-
out the Btate.

Cartbage has five chiurches, all im-
posing selruotures, they beiog the
Baptist, Lutheran, Christian, Preshy-



