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to call attentfon to the fact that God
Himeelf algo acknowledged the re-
Jationship which Jesus cluimed,  Most
emphatically did He do 8o on the mem-
orable oceasion of the baptism of Jes
stS In the river Jordan, You remems-
ber how the scriptures, according to
Matthew, tell us that as Jesus came
up out of the water from his baptism,
the heavens were opened, and the Spirit
of God descended ke a dove upon Him,
and at the same moment out of the
grand stiliness came the volce of God
gaying, “This s my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleaged,” On another
gecasion the Father acknowledges the
relationship—nt the transfiguration of
Joesus in the mount, In the presence of
three of his Aposties, Peter and Jumes
and John, and the angels Moses and
Flias, The company was overshadowed
by a glorious lght, and the volee ol
God was heard to say of Jesug, “This
is my béloved Bon; hear Him<'" Of
this the Aposties in subgequent years
tostified, and we have on record their
testimony. So that the existence of
(dod the Father and the relationship
of Jesus to Him is most clearly shown
in these scriptures,  Bot Jesus Himself
cluimed to be the Son of God, and In
this connection there ig elearly claimed
for Him divinity-~Godship. Lét me
read to you a direct passage upon that
subject; It is to be found in the testi-
mony according to St John and stands
as follows

YAND THE WORD WAS GOD,"”

“In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Wora
was God,

“And the Word was made flegh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only be
gotten of the Father), full of grace and
truth,

The identity between Jesus of Naza-
reth——"the Word made flesh"—and th«
“Word"” that was "with God in the be-
ginning,"” and that “"was God,” Is so
clear that it cannot possibly be doubt.
ed,  8So that the Son is God, as well as
the Father is God. Other evidences
go to establish the fact that Jesus had
the Godlike power of ereation. In this
\.” passage I have just read it is
said;

“All things were made by Him;" that
Is, by the “Word:" “and without Him
was not anything made that was made,

“In Him was life; and the life was the
light of men,"”

One other seripture of like fmport,
but perhaps even more emphatic than
that, is that saying of Paul's in the
Epistie to the Hebrews:

“God, who at sundry times and in
divers manners gpake In time past unto
the fathers by the prophets,

"Hath in these last days spoken unto
us by His Son, whom He hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also He
made the worlds.”

Not only one world, but many worlds;
for the word 1s used In the plural, So
that we find that God the Son was God
the Father's agent In the work of crea.
tion, and that under the Father's direc-
tlon He created many worlds. There
can be no question then gs to the dl-
vinity, the Godship, of Jesus of Naza-
reth, since He Is not only God the Son
but God the Creator also,

Again, the Holy Ghost is gpoken of in
the scriptures as God, [ think, per-
chance the clearest verification of that
#latement {s Lo be found In connection
with the circumstance of Ananias and
his wife attempting to decelve the
Apostles with sgference to the price for
which they had sold a certain parcel of
land they owned, which price they pro-
poged putting Into the common fund
of the Church; but selfishness asserted
Itself, and they concluded to lie as to
the price of the land and only con-
secrale a part to the common fund.
When Ananias stood in the presence
of the Apostles, Peter put this very
pointed question to him: “Why hath
Satan filled thine heart to le to the
Holy Ghost?' * ¢ * “Thoy hast not
lled unto men, but unto God.” To le
to the Holy Ghost 18 to lie to God, be-
cause the Holy Ghost 18 God. And
frequently in the seriptures the Holy
Spirit is spoken of as God.

THE HOLY. TRINITY.

_These three,the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, it {8 true, are gpoken of
in the most definite manner as be-
ing God; but the distinction of one
from the other {8 also clearly
marked In the scriptures. Take
that elreumstance to which I have al-
ready alluded—the mptism of Jesus
There we may see the three distfnet
personalities most clearly, The Hon
coming up out of the water from His
baptism; the heavens opening and the
Holy Spirit descending upon Him:
while out of heaven the voice of God
is heard saying, "Thig iz my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Here
three Gods are distinetly apparent.
They are seen to be digfinct from each
other. They appear simultaneously,
not as one, but as threg: and however
completely they be one in spirit, in pur-
pose, In will, they are clearly distinct
as persons—as individuals,

THREE DISTINCT PERSONAL-
ITIES.

In several instances in the scriptures
these three personages. are accorded
equal dignity In the Godhead. An
example is found In the commission
which Jesus gave to Hig disciples aftey
His resurrection when He sent them
out into the world to preach the Gos,
pel to all nations., He stood in the pres-
ence of the eleven, and said:

“All power I8 given unto me in heave
en and In earth,

“Go ye, therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of ths
Holy Ghost.,"

Each of the three is here given equal
dignity in the Godhead,

Again, in the Apostolte Benediction:

“May the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Ghost be with you
all”

On one occasion Jesus, In one particu-
lar at least. came very nearly exa'ting
the Holy (Thost 1o a seeming superior-
ity over the other perscnages in the
Godhead; for He sald:

“All manner of sin and blasphemy
ghall be forgiven unto men: but the
blasphemy againgt the Holy Ghost ghall
not bhe forgiven untoe men,

“And whosoever speaketh a word
againsgt the Son of Man, it shall be for-
given him: but whosoever spenketh
ngainst the Holy Ghost, it shall noat be
forgiven him, nelther In this world,
nefther in the world to come.”

I take it, however, that this seemiog
superior dignity accorded to the Holy
Ghost 4y (e Son of Ood, iz owisg v
the nature of the third persons ge in
the Trinity, and the Kind of testimony
He can Impart unto the soul of man be-
cause of Hig being @& personage of
spirit—a testimony that is better than
the seeing of the eye, more sure than
the hearing of the ear, because It Is
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spirit testifying to spirit—soul com-
muning with soul—Iit Ig the soul of God
imparting to the soul of man; and |f
men, after receiving that witness from
(GGod shall blagpheme agalnst jt, fare-
well hope of foreglvenesy for such a
sin, in this world or in the world to
come!

These three personages are of equal
dignity In the Godhead, according te
the teachings of the New Testament,
which teachings, | pray you Keep In
mind, we most heartily accept,

“THE APOSTLES CREED."

This simple Chrigtian teaching re-
specting the Godbead gave hirth to
what in ecclesinstical history I8 called
“The Apostles' Cresd” A dim, vague
tradition hath it that before the Apos-
tles dispersed to go into the world to
preach the Gospel they formulated a
creed with respect to the Church's be-
lef in God., Whether that tradition he
true or not, I do not know, and for mat-
ter of that it makes little differenoe.
Suffice It to say that the so-called
“Apostles’ Creed,” for two centuries
expressed the faith of the early Chris-
tlans upon the question of God. It
stands as follows:

“I belleve In God, the Father, Al-
mighty; and in Jesus Chyist, His only
Begotten Son, our Lord, who was born
of the Virgin Mary by the Hbly Ghost,
was crucified under Pontiug Pllate,

buried, arose from the dead on the third |
day, ascended to the heavens, and gits |

at the right hand of the Father, whence
He will come, to Judge the living and
the dead; and in the Holy Ghost.”
This was the first formulated creed
upon the subject of the Godhead; and
the ancient Saints were content to al-
low this expression of their belief in
God to excvite thelr reverence without
arousing their curMosity as to the na-
tune of God, Happy perhaps for (hia
world, certalnly it would have contrib-
uted to the honor of ecclesiastical his-
tory had thig simple formula of the
New Testament doctrine redpecting Giod
been allowed to stand sufiiclent until
it should please God to ralse the cur-
tain yet g little more gnd give definite
revelntion with respect of Himself and
His own nature. But this did not sat-
{afy the go-called Christians at the close
of the third and the beginning of the
fourth century. By a succession of
most bitter and cruel persecutions, the

great, strong characters arong the
Christians by that time had been
stricken down; and, as some of our

historfans record it only weak and
timorous men were left in the Church
to grapple with the ristng power of
“selence,” falsely so-called. For g long
time the paganization of the Christlan
religlon had been going on, The men
who esteemed themselves to be phil-
ogophers must needs corrupt the simple
truth of the “Apostles’ Creed,” respect-
fng the three persons of the Chodlwad,
by the false philosophies of the Orfent,
and the idle speculations of the Greeks;
until this gimple expression of Chris-
tian faith in God was changed from
what We flnd 1t in the Apostles’ Creed
to the Athanasian creed, and those vain
philosophizings and definitions which
have grown out of It, and which re-
duce the dignity of the Godhead to a
mere vacuum-to a “being" Impersonal,
incorporeal, without a body, without
parts, without passions; and I might
add withou{ sense or reason or any
other attribute-—an absolute nonentity,
which they placed in the seat of God,
and attempted to confer upon this con
ception divine powers, clothe it with di-
vine attributes, and give it divine hon-
ors!

FORM AND TANGIBILITY OF

DEITY.
Let us now congider the form of
God. In thosge scriptureg which take

us back to the days of creation, whin
(God created the earth and all things
therein—God 18 represented ag saying
1o someone:

“Let us make man in our image, af-
ter our lkeness, . 80 God cre-
2ted man in His own Image, in the
tmage of Ged created He him, male and
female created He them.”

Now, if that were untouched by “phil-
osophy,” I think it would not be difi-
cult to understand, Man was creat«l
in the image and likeness of God, What
fdea does this language convey to the
mind of man, except that man, whan his
creation was completed, stood foc.h the
counterpart of God In form? ' But our
philogsophers have not been willing tuv
let it stand so. They will not have Ged
limited by form. They will not have
Him prescribed by the exlensions of
His person to some line or ouer of
Hmitation. Noi; He must needs bg in
His person, as well ag In Hig nind or
spirlt, all-pervading, filling the uni-
verss, fwith a center nowhere, with a
cireumference everywhere, Wé must
expand the person of God out until it
fills the universe, And so they tell us
that this plain, simple, straightforward
Janguage of Moses, which says that
man was created In the image of Guid—
means, not the image of God's persvn-
ality, but God's “moral image!” Min
was created In the moral image oMGot,
they say.

It is rather refreshing in the midst
of g0 much nonsense that is uttered
upon this subject in order to hide the
truth and perpetuate the falge notions
of a paganized Christianity, to find now
and then a Christian scholar who rises
up out of the vagaries of modern Chris-
tiahity and proclaims (he straightfor-
ward truth. lLet me read to you the
words of one such—-the Rev, Dr. Charles
A. Driggs; and this note will be found
in the Manual that your Improvement
assoclations will use the coming winter.
It may be sald, of course, by our Pres-
byterlan friends, that Dr. Briggs s a
heretic; that he has been cast out of
their church. Grant it: but with open
arms he hag been received by the Epis-
copal church and ordained unto it
pri «ahood : and has an Influence that is
conalderable in the Christlan  world,
notwithstanding the door of the Pres-
byterian church was shut In his faoe
But however heretieal Dr, Briggs' opin-
fons may be considered by his former
Presbyterian brethren, his scholarship
at least cannot be challenged, Speaking
of man belng formed in the Image and
likeness of God, he says:

ssome (heologlans refer the form to
the higher nature of man [that Is, to
tha! moral Image in which It Is sup-
posed man was craated]; but there Is
nothing in the text or context to sug-
gest guch an interpretation, The con-
text urges us to of the eutire
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man as distingulshed from the lower

tormsg of creatipn, that which g es«
gentlal of man and may be communi-
cated by descent Lo hig geed—the bodily
form—cannot be excluded from the
representation.” (Messlanic Prophecy,
(Briggs) p. 70.)

1 say It ig rather refreshing to hear
one speak like that whose gcholarship,
at least, is above all guestion, And
vet gtill another voice from one who

atands high In scientifie circles, one
who hag written a work on the Har-
mony of the Bible and 8cience, which

Is & most valuable contribution to that
branch of lterature. The gentleman I
speak of 18 a Fellow of the Royal As-
tronomical Soctety, and principal of the
College at Highbury New Park, Kpg-
land, On thig gubject aof man being
formed In the Image of God, he guys:

“I think the statement that man was
made in the Divine im&ge s intended
to be more literal than we generally
guppose: for judging Arem what we
read throughout the Serfptures, it seems
very clear that our Lerd, as well as
the angels, had g bodily form similar
to that of man. only far more splritual
and far more glorious; but which, how-
ever, {8 Invigible to mak unless special
capabilites of gight are given him, ke
that experienced hy Elsha's servant
when, In answer to the prophet’s praver,
he saw the heavenly hogts surrounding
the oity of Dothan.”

After discusging this question at some

length and bhringing tg bear upon it
numeroug hiblieal  {ll@etrations, this
celebrated man—8amuel Kinns—whose

gclentific and scholarly gtanding T have
referred to, speaks of the effect of this
belief upon man, and thus concludes
hig statement on that head:

“I am sure If a man would only con-
gider a little more the divinity of his
human form, and would pemember that
God has Indeed created hl]n in His own
image, the thought wanld so elevate
and refine him that he Weould feel it his
duty to glorify God In his body as
well ag In his spirit.”

MAN IN THE EXPRESS IMAGE
GOD,

But, as a matter of fact, I care not
a fig for the statements of the learned
divines on this subject; for the reason
that we have higher and better authori-
ty to which we can appeal~the scrip-
tures. And here I pass by that mar-
velous appearance of God unto Abra-
ham In the plaing of Mamre, when
three men came into his tent, one
of whom was the Lerd, who con-
versed with him, and partoék even
of his hospitality, and disgloged to him
the secret of s intentics with refer-
ence to the destruction of Bedom and
Gomorrah, I pass by also that marvel-
ous revelation of God to Joshua, when
Joshua approached Jericho and saw
a pergon in the form of a man standing
with sword in hand, Joshua approachea
him and sald: “Art thou for us, or for
our adversarles?" “Nay,” replied the
person, “but as captain of the host of
the Lord am I now come.” And Joshua
bowed himself to the very earth In
reverence and worshiped that august
warrlor. Joshua v. 12, 14, Do not tell
me that it was an “angel;” for had
it been an angel, the divine hom-
age pald by Israel's grand old warrior
would have been forbidden. Do you not
remember the time when John the
beloved disciple glood in the pres-
ence of an angel and bowed down to
worship him, and how the angel
quickly caught him up and sald, “Sec
thou do it not: for I am thy fellow ser
vants, and of thy brethren the prophets,
and of them which keep the sayings of
this book: worship God." (Rev, 22: 8,
9. Also Rev. 19: 10.) The fact that this
personage before whom Joghua bowed
to the earth received divine worship
at his hands,proclaims trumpet-tongued
that He Indeed was Ged. Furthermore,
he bade Joshua to remove the shoes
from his feet, foreven the ground on
which he stood was holy., T pasg by
that marvelous vision ghown to a pagan
King of the Son of God In JHis pre-
existent spiritual body. This king had
cast the three Hebrew children into the
flery furnace, and 19! before hig startled
vision were four wen walking abput
in the furnace, “and,” sald he, “the
form of the fourth i like the Son of
God." (Dan, 8: 25) 1 pass by, I say,
such Incidents as these and come to
more important testimony,

The great Apostle to the Gentilee.
writing to the Colossian Saints, speaks
of the Lord Jesus Christ, “in whom we
have redemption through His blood,
even the forgiveness of sins.” as being
in “the image of the invisible God.”
(Col. 11 15) Agaln, writing to the He.
brew Saints, and speaking of Jesus
he savs: '

“Who being the brightness of His {the
Father's] glory, and the express image
of His [the Father's] person, and up-
holding all things by the word of His
power, when He had by Himself purged
our sins, sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high.” (Heb. i: 1, 2)

In the face of these scriptures, will
any one who belleves In the Bible say

P

that it 18 Dblasphemy  to  speak
of God as Dbeing possessed gga:\
bodily form? We find that the

Bon of God Himself stood among His
fellows as a man,with all the limitations
ng to his body which pertain to man's
body: with head, trunk and limbs;
with eyes, mouth, and ears; with affec.
tlons, with passions; for He exhibited
Apger as well ax love in the courge of
Hea ministry; He was o man suscept|.
ble to all that man could suffer, called
by way of pre-eminence the “man of
sorrows,” and one “acquainted with
grief:” for In addition to His own He
carried yours and mine, and suffered
that we might not suffer if we would
obey His Gosgpel, And yvet we are told
that It is blasphemy to speak of God as
being in human form—that it Is hegth«
enism. In passing, let me call youp Al-
tention to the fact that our friends
are pretending to the use of gentle
phrases now. They do not propose gny
more to hurt our feeling® at all by
harshness. We are to be wooed by gen-
tle methods. And yet they denounce a
sacred article of vour falth as “heath.-
enfgm!™ 1 think If we were to uge fuch
Innguage with reference to them, they
would not commend it for its gentle-
ness,

WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?

But I have a text to propose to them.
“What think ye of Christ®™ | suppose
that thousands of sermons every year
are preached from that text by Chris.
tian minsters. And now 1 arraggy

ke Stake, in the Tabernacle,

" >
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them before their favorite text, and I
ask them, What think ye of Christ?
Is e God? Yeg, ls He man? Yes—
there I8 no escaping it. Is He now a
man? Yes—there I8 no escaping that.
For His resurrection and the jmmors-
tality that succeeds the resurrection I8
a reality, He Himself attested it in
numerous ways, He appenred to a num-
ber of the Apostles, who, when they
suw Him, were selzed with fright, sup-
posing they hnd sven a spirit; but He
sald unto them: Why are ye troubled?
And gavhy do thoughts arige in you
vearty? Dehold my hands and my feel, |
that it i8 1 myself: handle me, and see

for a ppirit hath not flesh and bones, a3
ve see me have,” (Luke 24: 36-88.) Then
fn further attestation of the reality ol
His existence, as if to put away all
doube, Me said, “Have ye here any
meat?’ And they brought Him some
brofled fish and honeycomb, and “He
took 1. and did ept Dbefore them.”
(Luke 24: 41-43) Think of It! Agres-
urrected, immortal person actuully eat-
ing of material food! I wonder that
our spiritually-minded friends do not
arralgn Him for such a material act
as that after His resurrection! A
Scotch- Presbyterian is particularly
zoalous for a strict observance of the
Sabbath. One who was a little liberal
in hig views of the law pertaining 1

the Sabbath was once arguing with an
orthodox brother, on the subject. and
urged that even Jesus so far bent (he
law pertaining to the Sabbath that He
justified His disciples for walking
throvgh the fields of corn on the San

bath, and rubbing the ears of corn In
thelr hands, blowing uway the chalf,
and eating the corn, “0 weel” gays
Donald, “mebbe {he Lord did that; but
it doesna helghten Him in my opinion.”
And go this resurrected second Per-
sonage of the Godhend ate material
tood nfter His resurrection; but I take
it that the fact does not heighten Him
in the opinion of our ultra spiritualiy-
minded folk. It comes in confiict, un-
doubtedly, with their notions of what
1ife ought to be after the resurrection,

But not only did He do this, but with
His resurrected handg He prepared a
meal on the shore for His own
diseiples and Invited them to partake of
the food that He with His resurrected
hands had provided, (John 21: 9-18;
Acts 10: 41.) Moreover, for forty days
He continued ministering to Hig discl-
ples after His resurrectionfeating and
drinking with them (Acts x: 41); and
then, as they were gathered together on
one oeeagion,lo! He ascended from their
midst, and a cloud received Him out of
thelr gight. Presently, two personages
in white apparel stood beside them und
sald: “Ye men of Galllee, why stand
ve gazing up Inte heaven? This same
Jesus, which ig taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as
y&¢ have seen Him go Into heaven”
(Acts 1: 11.) What! With Hig body of
flesh and bone, with the marks in His
handg and in Hig feet? Shall He come
again In that form? The ¢ld Jewish
prophet, Zechariah, foresaw that He
would, He describes the time of His
glorious coming, when His blessed,
nall-pierced feet shall touch the Mount
of Olives, and it shall cleave in twaln,
and open & great valley for the escape
of the distressed house of Judah, fore
oppressed in the siege of their great
¢ity, Jerusalem, We are told that "“They
gshall look upon Him whom they have
pierced and they shall mourn for Him
ag one maurneth for his only son;” and
one shall Jook upon Him in that day
and shall sey, “What are thege wounds
in thy handg and in thy feet?" and He
ghall answer, “These are the wounds
that I received in the house of my
friends,” (Zech, the 12th, 13th and l4th
chapters,)

What think ye of Chriet? I's He God?
Yeg, Is He man? Yes Wil that resugs
rectedy lmmortal, glnﬂliv-! man ever be
distilled into gsome bodlless, formless
egsence, to be diffused as the perfume
of & rose ls diffused throughont the cir-
cuomamblent air? Will He become an
Bupersonnl, incorporeal, immateria)
God without body, without parts, with-
out jpissions? Wil it be? Can it be?
What think ye of Christ? Is He God?
Yeg. Is He an exalted man? Yes; in
the pame of all the Gods, He 18, Then,
why do you sectarian ministers arraign
the falth of the members of the Churen
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
bhecause they believe and affirm that
God I an exalted man, and that He
has a body, tangible, immortal, Indes
tructible, and will go remain through-
out the countless ages of eternity? Ana
since the Son 12 in the form and lkes
nessof His Father beine. as Paul tells usg,
“In the express image of His person’
80, 100, the Father God ls a man of im-
mortal tabernacle, glorified and ex
alted. For as the Son s go also I8 ths
Father, a personage of tabernacle, of
flesh and of bope as tangible ag man's,
as tangible ag Christ's most glorlops
body,

THE ONENESS OF GOD.
But there are some expressions of

geripture to consider which speak of the
“oneness” of God, Speuking of the

Bea

question which agitated the early
Christian Church about eating meats |
offered to idols, Paul says: “We know |
that an idol {& nothing in the world, and |
that there is none other God but one.”
Moreover, Jesus Himself made this
rather strange remark-—-that Is, strange
untfl one understands it: "I and my
Pather are one;" and so much one that

He said, "He that hath seen me hath
geen the Father. * * Bellevest
thou not that I am iIn the
Father, and the Father In me?
the words that 1 speak unto you i

speak not of myself: but the Father
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works,
Belfeve me that 1 am in the Father,
and the Father in me.” Consequently,
our philosophers, especiaily those who
lived when the present Christian creeds
concerning God  were formulated,
thought that by some legerdemaln or
ather they must make the three Gods—
the Father, the Son and the Holy
Ghost—just one; =0 they set thelr wils
at work to perform the operation,

But let us seek out some reasonable
explanation of this language. 1 refer
again to the passage 1 just quoted from
the writings of Paul with reference to
there being mone other God but  one,
Immediately following what I read on
that polnt comes thig language:

“For though there be that are called
gods, whether In heaven or in earth,
(aa there be Gods many, and Lords
many),

“But to us there Is but one God, the

ht& of whom are all things, and we
in ; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by
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whom are all things, and we by Him." | but
thou b 1K N [man, ma ¢

(1 Cor,, viil, 4-6.)

Now 1 begin to understand ki ‘
that {8, pertaining there is but
one God, Jusgt as to thg Knglish sub- |
Ject there ig but one so ereign ._«.; 10
us” there is but one G d. Bui that no
more denieg the existence
(GGodg than the fact thut to the
miun there Iz but vne sovercign
the exigtence of other ruler
lunds While declarving that “tv
there 18 but one God,"” the passage Il-
golf also plainly says that there be God
many and Lords many, and it 1
mere agsumption of the preachers that
reference s made only to he athen gods

Again, we shall ind help in the fo
lowing passage in the l4th chapter of
John !

“At that day ve shall know that I am
in the Father, and ye in me and I in
you"

: |
To us, |

(ERIL

| nel
English

us |

Seripture, [ pray

“ye In me’" a8

Obgerve this last
you, “l1 In you,” and
well ag Jesus being In the Father, This
oneness  existing  between God  the ‘
Father and God the Son can amount 1o
more than this that Jesus was |
congclous of the indwelling presence of
the Spirit of the Futher within Him
henei - e spoke of Himself and Hi
Fathér as being one, and the Father
within Him doing the works, But marh
you, not only are the dise ples to Kr
that the Father is In Him, and that
Jesus i8 in the Father: but the dizciples
algo are to be in Jesus. In what way”
Jegsug Himself has furnighed the ex
planation, When the solemn hour of
His trial drew near, and the bitter cup
was to be drained to the very dregs,
Jesus sought God in secret prayer, and

in the course of that prayer He asked

tor strength of the Father, not only for |

Himself, but for His digciples also. He
sald:

“And now I am no more in the world,
but these [referring to His disciples]
are in the world, and I come to Thee,
Holy Father, keep through Thine own
name those whom Thou hast given me,
that they may be one, AB we are.”

Now I Legin to see this mystery of
“onenegs,” What doeg He mean when
He prays that the disciples that God
had glven Him ghould be one, AS He
and the Father are one? Think of it a
moment, and while you are doing so I
will read you this

“Neither pray I for these alone, but
for them also which ghall belleve on me
through thelr word;

“That they all may be one:; A8 Thou
Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that
they also may be one In us.'

Does that meap that the persons of
all these disciples, whosg resurrection
and immortality He must have looked
forward to, shall all be amalgamated
into one person, and then that one
fuged into Him, or He into that
one, and then the Father consoli-
dated Into the oneness of the mass?
No; a thousand times no to such a
proposition as that. But as Jesus found
the indwelling Spirit of God within
Him, so He would have that sam:
Spirit indwelling in His disciples,
well ag all those who should belleve on
Him, through thelr testimony, In all
time to come,and in this way become of
one mind, actuated by one will,

80 that this oneness If not a oneness
of persons, not a onencgs of individuals
but a oneness of mind, of knowledge, of
wisdom, of purpose, of will, that all
might be uplifted and partake of the
divine nature, until God shall be all In
all, That ix the explanation of the mys-
tery of the oneness hoth of the God-
head and of the diselples for which Je-
gus prayed.

THE PLURALITY OF GODS.

There are geveral other items in this
branch of the subject that would he of
interest to discuss; but I must pay » lit-
tle attention to the second indictment

brought against us by seetarian min lp—a news=horn babe!
isters on the question of the plurality g, Indeed, that may res,
of Gods listingulsh ohjects, ears
We have already shown that the Fa- but cannot - distin-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are | gulsh sounds; h wnds as perfectly fash-
three separate and distinet persons, and ned urs mine, | helpless
s0 far as personality is concerned are ha t and limbe, but ire une
three Gods., Their “oneness” congists le 1o r the welgh { his bady,
in being possessed of the same mind: woh lesg walk, There lies a man i
they are one too In wisdom, in know- | embryo, but helples And yet within
ledge, in will and purpose, but as indi- he span of three t ears and ten,
viduals they are three, each separate | by the marvelous working of that won-
and digtinet from the other and three Irous power within in that little mass
{8 plural, Now, that is a long way on f pulp hat cha may be
the road towards proving the plurality vrought! Frar a Iplesd |:1,u.' miy
of Gods. But, in addition to this 1 rige one llke Demosthenes, or Clcera,
would Hke to know from our friends r Pitt. or Burke, or Fox, or Webstel,
the meaning of the following expres- ho shall compel listening fenates Lo
sions, carefully selected from the scrips | hear him, and by} wster mind dom-
tures: t) telligen and thelr wili
“The Lord God s God of Gods, and i comi them to think in channels
Lord of Lords’” That 18 from Moses that he shall mark out for them. Or
(Deut, 10, 17) from iwh @ bal miay come
“The Lord God of Gods, the Lord God Nebuchadnezzar, or an Alexander, or
of Gods, he knoweth, and Israel he Nat n. who shall found empires
ghall know." That Is from Joshua nd giv frections to the course of
Jogh, 22, 22) history! From such ginning may
“O give thanks to the God of Gody! ] reug, a Solon, & Moses, or
0O give thanks te the Lord of Lords!™ | a J n who shall give constitu-
That is David, (T'salms, 134, 2, ). tion 1o kingdoms, empires
“And shall sp2ak marvelous things | and 1 blessine harsv millions
against the God of Gods' That fe | un! r day, and fi”-"”"%
Danlel. (11, 38) f natlons along 1 1”1‘." of
“rhe Lamb shall overcome them: for Py g o and virtuous Jberty, From
he s Lord of Tords and King of Kings.' helpless bab y come A Michael
That is the belcwed disciple of Jesus-- \ 1 o from some crude mass O
John the Revela lor. (Rev. 17, 14), st 00t from tl mountain -i.l' .~‘l“t.'l:
vk out ) ven-born visior !
Had 1 taken such expressions from: e s "‘1"'- “' of men for
the lips of the pagan kings or falge pro- ; : dony. and m wonder at
phets who are sometimes represented | | k¢ in that has
as speaking In ©he seriptures, you might : - 5t St s and breathing
question the propriety of making suc! " T e o Mosart Heethoven, oF
quotations in support of the doetrine T ] 444, \ n the buhe and
teach: but gine p these expressions coms 2 e ihé alled Shoika 9 iles
from prophets and recognized servants e . haveonies hat Mt t)
of God, |1 ask those who eriticise our 2 . Dre 3
faith In the 1patter of a plurality of ' st
Gods to explal o away these expressions | _ ( - t pu
of the scriptures. Furthermore, there |, 16
{8 Paul's langaage In his letter to the )
Corinthlans, already quoted where he |7
save, “that there be Gods many, and p ' * 4 !
Lords many, Whethey in heaven
or In earth'* Had his expression
been confined to those that are calleq |
gods in earth. it is possible that thers : )
might be sorae ground for clalming t
that he had reference to the heathen .
gods: but he speaks of those that ar ‘
Gods In heaven as well as In carth . n
light in Jine with this {dea Is the 1ol A5 J
Jowing passge from the Paalmea of the - "
Prophet David ‘God standeth in the L ¥
congregation of the mighty: He judg .
eth among the Gods (Psalms 820 D ;
These undoubtedly are the Cod \ n
heaven to whom Paul allud nmi ,A
whomm the God referred to stan - 1
among whom He ludges his i= n
reference to the haathen gods, but ’ 2
the Gods in heaver A
In this same Pgaim, too, I8 the pass
age which seems to Introduce gome tell Y }
ing evidence from the Lord Jesus Chy s
Himself. viz, *1 have =ald ye are Gods '
and all of you are thes childeen of the {
Most High™ You re member how on | f.p |
one oconsion the Jéwa ook up stones b "
to stone Jesug, and he called a halt 1ot " e of
just a moment; for He wanted to rea- | yy rls
son with them about {t. He said mort ! ne
“Many good works hav e I showed you | VP ' he el t and
trom my Father; for which of those | %" oarth and 8ir that they
works do ye stone me?™ - "' eh T ore a4 Gods, Wwhat
Thelr answer was: bisoncd S on pegs twalved
“For a good work we, gvne thee not, l (Continued ©
.
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for blasphen and 1 u that

What 0l hirt q

net :

ples » o
i Father
the song of ] sOMme ht
time ma)
Fathe nd our ! Brother have
ittained unto

Is there any doubt ahoul men being
the song of
WHE any In Your mi [ woukld (e 0
ead o yeu th ! 1 r
upon the i to Puul, In ¢ g of
the unknown God to whom the Athen-
fung had erected an altar | to them,

God that e the rid and all
things therelr h mde aof
ne blood nations men for o
dwell on { rth, and
hath determined the ies hefore ap-
pointed, and the bounds of thelr habl-

tation

"That the Loyd, if
hig they might {eel after Him, and
find Him, though He be not far from
ne of u
n Him we live,
hav ur being . as certain wlso

wn poet id, For we are

they should s

evory
For and move, and
o f your
also

his ofl

\ are the off-
apring of (od, we ought not to think
that the Ga vl 1= llke unto gold, or
sllver I ton graven by art and
man's deyice (ACS xvil, 24-28.)

POSKSIBILITIES OF LIFE AND
ETERNITY COMPARED,
think that the
gliver,

[}

within

Forasmuch then as we

Why ought they not to
Godhend: 18 ke unto gold or
en by art and man's devi

very divinity
1 origin from God, ought
pave taught them better than Lo
V. down L of wond gnd stone,
hands, "Ye are
1 God,” sald the Apostle,
David, as quoted @ moment ago,

1: I have sald: ye are Gods, and all
of you are children of the Most High
(s it a strange and blasphemous dog-
trine, then, to hold that man at the [ast
shall rise to the dlgnity that the Father
has attained” Is thenish” to be-
jeve that the offepring shal ulthinately
be what the parent is? My soul, 1 won-
fer why men at all conscious of the
MmAarvelous powers within themselves,
ghould guestion this part7of our falth,
Think for a moment what progress a
vt makeg within the parrow limits ot
this 1 Regard him as'he Jles in the
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