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THE CHURCH AND THE STAGE

A VERY praiseworthy movement
hishaa been inaugurated in thetho brit-
ish metropolis its object is to
promote union between the church
and the stage recognizing the
absurdity of thothe prejudice which
exists among the vast majority of

religious people against those
play actors and the conflict that
has long prevailed between
astiaaticism and thetheatricalstrltri caiscals a number
of clergymen thoroughly acquaint-
ed with popular lifelire in london and
the power which music and the
drama exexercises over the minds of
the massosmasses havohave started an organ

to harmonize two civilizing
influencesinfluencea which have generally
worked apart and in opposition
meetings have been heldbold in drurydiary
laneliane theatre at which actors and
parsons netressactressesea and lady church
members united cordially in a con-
siderationhildeEsideration of the object in view
the result is that a society has been
formed with a constitution which
explains itsita purposes and plans as
follows

691 objects 1 to unite its
Mmembersembers together fortheforfon the glory ofagod0d and for the promotion of
rigrightht relations between church and
stageblage

2 to assert thetho right of church-
men to take part in theatrical
amusements whether aaas actors

singers dancers etc j or
as spectators

3 to encourage the members
and associates in a godly life and to
promote social sympathy between
them

11II membership all members
of the church of england who feel
that it iaIs the duty of churchmen to
respect the stage and that the the-
atrical profession has done much
andaud might do more to further the
church work of elevating and puripurl

human lifeilfe are eligible for
membership of the guild and all
who from whatever cause arere un-
able to take part in the common
worship of the church of england
are eligible as associates

IHlle the guild shall meet once a
year on a day to be named by a
committee representing both pro-
fessionsfebfeslons on which the holy com-
munion shall be celebrated and a
sermon may be preached and on
the afternoon or evening of the
same day or another more conviconve-
nient a social meeting shallieshall be heldhold
of the members and their friends
there shall be other meetings at
least monthly for worship or lec-
tures or the discussion of subjects
connected with the work ot the
guild

IV subscription the subscrip-
tion shallshail be 2329 ad onentrance fee
and Is per annum 11

it is not intended to introduce
theatricals into the pulpit nor reli-
gious services on the stage but to
break down the middle wall of par-
tition which hashaa kept apart the vo
barles of the drama and of the cross
and to mutually recognize thegood
which may be found in the play as
well as in the sermon

there hashaa been considerable dis-
cussion in this country over the

of the influence of the thea-
tre and it is to be hoped that some
benefitbenti fittit to society may grow out of
it the latter day saints have long
recognized the power of the drama
as a public instructor and its use-
fulness under proper restrictions as
a legitimate source of entertain-
ment instead of casting out actors
from the pale of church member-
ship and their calling from church
re recognitioncognition they have encouraged
the development of dramatic talent
within the purview of church in-
fluence and authority and consid-
ered it no descent in the social or
ecclesiastical scale for a member or
officer of the church to appear in a
play contacontalinglugng nothing positively
itinjuriousjur iouslous to morality the theatre
in this city was built under church
influence and with the design of
using the drama in the interest of
truth virtue and righteous enjoy-
ment

we do not claim that the original
intent has been fully carried into
practice nor that the representa-
tions on the salt lake stage have
always been such as could beadbe ap

proved by the best minds among
us circumstances have arisen
from timotime to time which made
possible the introduction of many
exhibitionsns obnoxious to refined
taste and calculated to do harm
rather than good this iaIs much to
be regretted but the theatre iaIs now
under such control as will at least
prevent any performance of a
vicious character and endeavor to
provide amusement that will have
no demoralizing effect

oar temple 0of the drama should
be consecrated to the elevation as
wellweil as recreation of the people
valuable lessons may be taught
upon the stage with greater force
than they can be enunciated from
the pulpit many who rarely enter
the tabernacle ofoftenteneen go to the the-
atre the value of object lessons
is recognized in the advanced
school system of the times pic-
tures in books convey ideas that
illustrate the text andanil make many
things clear which words can but
dimly portray the drama unites
the benefits of all it16 combines the
forcesforce sandand attractions of paintingpaintinglugug
sculpture oratory and romance
and in its best forms is the most
powerful teacher of the learned as
well as the ignorant of which we
have any knowledge how im-
portantporoctanttant thereforetha it iais that the innence of tiietile true church should
be felt upon the peopledpeoples stage
that such playsplaya should be
presented as will convey no im-
moral sentiment or incorrect princi-
ple that those who impersonate
the characters represented should
be persons whose lives are above
jiust reproach that while funfan and
mirth and real enjoyment are sub-
jected to no undue restraint de-
corum and good order should be
maintain edund the pleasure of all
present in the theatre be consid-
ered rather than the convenience
or inclinations of a few

this iaIs a subjectact worthy of serious
consideration we anticipate the
time when the stage will be a
mighty ally of the church in the
dissemination of grand truths the
purification of public morals the
correction of improper sentiments
the cultivation of unformedformednn or de-
praved tastes and the encourage
ment of all that Is elevating and

and calculated to pro-
mote the lasting happiness otof the
whole human race there are no
peopeoplepleonon the earth who have a
better opportunity tobobringbring this
about than the latter day saints
it cannot bobe done in ar day the
changes necessary may take con-
siderablesiderable time to effect but the
beginning can be made the wibowise in
israel can help in the good work
and by union and determination
any reform we earnestly undertake
can eventually be accomplished

we endorse the movement com-
menced in the worlds great com-
mercial capital we believe in the
operationcooperationco of the church and the
stage and recognizing the necessi-
ty of providing amusementamusenent for the
people to whose happiness health
and advancement is essential we
view as a matter of vast importance
the purification of the drama its
encouragement as a praiseworthy
profession and its supervision by
competent authority that it may
amadbe made an unmixed blessing inin-
stead of an actual eursecurse to man-
kind

WHY NOnorNOT STRIVE FORFOB THE
TRUTH

durino thetho progress of thetho dud-
ley trial one of the counsel for the
defense moved that the prosecu-
tion becompolled to place on tthee
stand a witness who could give ma-
terial evidence in the case thothe
demand was based on the rule that
the prosecution should call all wit-
nesses who were present at the
commission of the offence whether
their testimony would bobe for the
benefit or detriment of the defend-
ant the court admitted the force
of theouleththeeruleruleruie but did not consider
that it was applicable in this case
and therefore overruled thetho motion
wo dodb not mention this for the
purpose of finding fault with the
ruling nor of making any com-
ments on the case at bar but to
draw attention to the rule and the
general manner of conducting trials
under the laws of civilized chris-
tendom

it appears to us that it iais perfect-
ly right and proper to require the
prosecuting officer to place on the
witness stand every person known

or supposed to have any knowledge
of facts bearing upon the cabecase to be
tried andA nathiathis whether the testi-
mony would tend to show the
guilt or innocence of the person ac-
cused of crime A public prosecu-
tor is or should be an officer of
justice and his aim should be to
present and make plain the truth
lain relation to any cause at issue
no matter what consequencesconsequence s might
ensue he is not supposed to be
the mere representative of ven-
geance or an ageagentottoto procure con-
victs regardlessregard les of innocence or gufgulguiltit
his business is or should be to help
the jury to arrive at a correct un-
derstandingderatderandingstanding of all points in the
case that they may be able to re-
turn a jualjuat vordivardiverdictct

but how are trials usually con-
ducted in this nation and mabymany
others popularly supposed tobetoboto bobe thutho
mostmoat advanced of any since the
world began the aim and object
of attorneys for the prosecution
are to convict the accused to ef-
fect this every incident giving the
tislightestlightest color of guilt is cunningly
woven together and the whole
mental force of these attorneys is
bent towards the defendants con-
demnationdem nation anything favorable to
his innocence Is kept if possible
out of sight or if that ia1 impossi-
ble is ridiculed or explained away
when logic falls sophistry invezinvec
tive dramatic art and allail the powers
of oratory are brought to bear to
make the accused appear a fiufie sub-
ject for the laws vengeance

on the other hand the counsel
for the defense employ every art to
refute thetho evidences of guilt andinda
exaltsaltt the character of the defend-
ant often dedepartingarting widely from
he truthuth and wresting statements

from their obvious meaning tint-
ing up some toning down others
and blinding the eyes of the 1juryury
to all that is damaging to their
client

in too many instances 1a trial re
solves itself into a question of legal
skill and ability it is a tilttiit be-
tween knights of the bar the
real case at issue the actual
ruilt or innocence of the accused
fades almost out of sight and the
special pleading of the opposing
lawyers takescakes the place of definite
testimony prisoners are convicted
and sent to jatijail or thetho scaffold
through the brilliant talents of the
prosecution or set at liberty
through the powerful arguments of
the defence thugthus innocent per-
sons are often condemned and the
greatest rascals adjudged innocent

it is a terrible thing to a con-
scientioussolentiouslous mind to see a
manban of intellect and culture re-
presenting athehe majesty of impar-
tial law exercising every power of
his being to hurry a fellowfollow creature
to a dreadful deatha without regard
to the fact of hishia actual guilt or
inn but simply from a desire
to gain a victory over his legal op-
ponents yetret how often is such a
spectacle to babe seen in the crimin-
al courts of christian countriescountr leaiea

weve regard the system as wrong
and barbarous and unworthy the
light and progress of the nineteenth
century in contrast to the trick-
ery pettifogging chicanery and
truth shading of the established
rules of legal procedure the simple
methods of our high council trltritrialsalsais
in which only the real merits of a
case are sought to be aimed at com-
mend themselves to the admiration
and approbation of the thoughtful
and thertistthe just

A SPLENDID enterprise
ON thursday the imbt a very
important movement was decided
upon at a meeting on the sand
ridgelidge between 17ausvilleKaysraysvillo and og-
den
it is well known that a large fer-

tile region of country slopes from
the mountains in that vicinity
down to the shore of the briny
lake only a small portion of which
has until recently been brought
into cultivation there have been

I1

for several yearbyears some farmsfirms water-
ed from springs and little stream
ietalets close under the mountains and
by constructing canalscanala from the
weber in the neighborhood of og-
den city water has been conducted
to the strip of country now known
as hooper city where the growth
of trees and vegetation is wonder
ful and where a thrifty settlement
prospers near to the lakes edge
butbat many thousands of acres were
left because of the

lack of water for irrigation and al-
though during the past three or
four years dry farming has succeed-
ed very well and considerable land
has been preemptedpre empted or purchased
from the UP railroad still a large
area has been left untilledunfilled

butbat the feasibility of taking out
the waters of the weber from some
point up the catloncation from which itII11

could be brought around the base of0
the mountains and turned upon
this naturally fertile landlaud has been
discussed for over twenty years
past the great expense attending
such a project has hitherto deterred
any attempt to bring it into

effect howeverHo a number
of live men in weber county dedo

to make an effort towards
its and taking the
steps required by law obtained
from the county court of weber
county the right of way for a canal
but there are landowners in davisdavibvis
county who have for years been
agitating this same question and
who would be as much benefitted
ass the WebeWebrites by buchansuchsueh an enter-
prise

A meeting of landownerslandownorgnors in both
countiecounties

1

s interested in the under-
taking was held on Thursday when
an amalgamation of forces was ef-
fected and plans were adopted for
the construction of a canal to meet
the requirement of all parties the
davis county people were admitted
by the Weberites to a full participa-
tion in the benefits of the right of
way each party to do an equal share
of the work on the main canal and
its own work on the branch canals

the great ditch Is to be commenc-
ed about a mile and a half up
weber calloncahon from which point to
the forksforks where it willmill part into
the weber county ditch and the
davis county ditch it will be nine
milesmilea in length and carry a stream
12 feet wide and 3 feet deep the
fall is 3 feet to the mile the cost
is estimated at or at the
rate of 3 per acre for the land to be
watered thereby it Is to be com-
menced at once and put through to
its completion there are business
men connected with the enterprise
and several capitalists as well bshb
a mallsmall farmers they are all in
earnest the work will be done
it is no dream of theorists and the
scheme will not remain onan paper

the changes that will be brought
about lain a few yearyearsF through
hethe building of this long talked

of canal upon the country between
kaysvilleKaysville and ogden on each sideaide
of the railroad will be a mostmoat pleas
ingng and pronprofitabletabletabie transformation
itt will give another demonstration
of the potency of water as describ-
ed by the extinguished statesman

colfax but people with both
eyes looking forlor causes when they
see the effects will credit some-
thing to labor energy skill pluck
determination and wise direction
not only will fields and farms take
the place of sage and sand but the
country will besottedbe dotted with ileac
ant homes barsarroundedsurrounded by the foli-
age of orchards and shade trees
and made beautiful with flowers
and shrubbery the solitude will
be broken by the voice of merri-
ment and the sound of cheer-
ful industry while the low-
ing kine and domestic birds
and quadrupeds will add their
various notes to prove that active
life has come in the place of the
silent wilderness richklch crops of
grain and fruit and the product of
the vine will contribute to the
general wealth and the whole
reregionreelonI1 0n will become a mormon
bifiavillageg ce with its peace plenty and
general good order

we commend the course taken by
the parties to this union of inter-
ests and with their grand enter-
prise all the success desired and ex-
pected by its worthy projectorsprojectorsore

blackmailing
ON saturday afternoon a complaint
was filed in the third district
court against george Q cannoncannons
albert carrington and brigham
young as executors of the last
will and testament of the late pre-
sident brigham young and john
taylor john sharp edward hun-
ter boraca S eldredge george
goddard leonarleonardd W hardy
theodore mckean joseph C
kingsbury and angus M cannon
as parties to whom certain portions
of the property of the late president
young are alleged to have beenbean
conveyed in trust for the church
the complaint setsseta forth that the
said executors have grossly neg
looted and violiviolatedtedtod their duties in

this behalf and have wilwll full
wasted and converted a large pg
tion of said estate to the t

about of this aimaq
it Is complained that they hatehavesI1to their own use aaloa

under predencepretencepre tence of eou
sensationpensation for services expense u

administration and payment
legacies and that they have
tended to allow the sum of f

on a false and araua
claim against the estate by
trustee of the church of J
christ of latterlitter dayoay saints

application was also made fotifori
injunction against the said execl
ors restraining theratheia from fla
furtheruither performance of their dataduta
and against john taylor enjoin
him either as trustee in trust i
otherwise from disposing of anyanjithe property BOso consigned to winbin
for the appointment of a receive
to whom they must deliver ulup aal
moneys property and assets undeuter
their control until the final bearid
of the case and for a
allowance out of the funds of0 tin
estate coming into the hands of the
receiver to pay the expenses ofielof this
action during its undvid torwattat
reasonable attorneys fees for protropros-
ecuting the samosame

the request was further maiemadi
that as a ninalfinal judgment all thelethese
trtransfersausere and conveyances be d-
eclared illegal and void and ih
property be returned to the estat
and that thetho executors be require
to render an account of theirl
ministration to make good allnilaalls
they havebavo wasted or I1lils1115
ly disposed of and ththat1ti
trustee or trustees be appoint
the place of the executors to
and distrIdistributebuto eaidsaid estate to
benefibeneficciaresJares entitled thereto J

the complabat la enteulenteredfatyAAL young called ininletI1
will A young mummaemi
coshtosh in her own behalf and ontionte
half of all the beirs of thelheza5excepting brigham
names being severally givens the
document as plaintiffs in thethiellelk
the application was grant edededuA
W BS mccornick and bichai

were appointed zer
cefcelceiversversverb t

it was well known on saturday
that such a buitsuit was about to beb

entered but the matter was kepta
close as possible from the representB
atiles of the NEWS and verohero
even attorneys as well as89 codrconf
officialseuniaclala pretending not to kafen
any thinthingg ot the affairutlair if

the real point on which this suisub

hinges is contained in the follo-
wing clause of the complaint

and that this piaplaplaintiff hafhaibasestot

received more than one half pirthpart la

value of the estate which has beeh
distributed to which onu a fair di-
stributiontribution she would be entitled
thus showing the unfitness bt bald
executors for their and doesduesdots

it is pretty well known thattutlatto
executori of this estate haves
deaydeavooredred to make a full conovcomeompr
and equitable distribution 0ot
property left for the territlit
beying to the trustee in trustrusal
the church such property asasab
conclusively proven did of ri
belong to it president bright
young as the former trusteesTrusteel1
trust held coconsiderablenalderablebiee shechug
property of various kikinds
his own name and IVit w
his evident intention as 1n
be seenheen in section 38 of fia
will proper that the execute
should convey all sucheuch property
hishla in office after nmrat
ing a satisfactory settlement A
the representative of the ciochuri
the executors proceededprocceded J3settle with the heirs with tb

view of winding up the estatesestates D

fairsfalus this they were able to I1
with nearly all who had arriveilvetidl7
their majority and the rents Aad
returns of property still leftinleft in thteilteel1

care have been distributed aula
the widows andind minorsminora for their osdt
rent support andana it should bebedrbenror
derstood that this is the only aft
perty that at present can be mjmw
available out of which to
expensese arising from this tsoisoM

wwicked and unjustifiable
law which thus assumes the ccoscok

of a robbery of the widows and t

riit willwili be observed that the ea

is nominally conducted on haithast
ofbefallallail the heirs but one estsfa

the present wwhiterwriterriter in the absent
of the recognized editors orthootva
NEWS takes it upon himself totowW
that nearly bilall of them may be 1

to repudiate this unsuteeautEe 1

prized and impudent use of thethen

nnamesames they cannot justly co11

and truthfully permit wON

suit to be prosecuted under P rf

tencetonce of their consconeconsentent B


