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the morniog stars san
sons of God shouted. |
corner stones of the earth were laid, |
 of the patriarch Job.

written in the B?’.ﬂ :
of all the patriarch's |

In the midst o _ |
the question was put to him: “Job, where
wast thou when I laid the corner stones of

the earth, when ‘the -mammg‘-’ ‘sang
not d to

together for joy?” Job did an
answer the question, but left it for the
Lord, Buat the question was highly
suggestive of a pre-existence, and of the
fact that Job existed before Adam was,
gl:dced in the Garden of Eden. Not'h

, but the living being who inhabits
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Look forward to that heavenly place
The Saints’ secure abode.”’

I did not, at that early
see the inconsistency of this,and being
veéry much charmed . with the beautiful
tuneé, 1 thought, of course, that the words
were all right, until I, in after years, re~

eriod of my life,

flected upon the subject and began to un- |

derstand abont the future residence of the
Saints, ] then eould not understand the

deseription of the heayen theysang about, |

] could not comprehend how any pl
eould be located outside the boundg |
space, which is illimitable K and -has no
bounds, consequently I concluded, that . it
was merely  the poet’s flight, and that it
was not a seriptural doctrine, for when I
ecame. to.the scriptures I found that
heavenly &ma spoken of by the ancient
prophets that we are to look forward to is
0 our own land, if we can find where that
ig. | There are a great many (r&apla, though
. 'who will not have any land, for the Lord
never gave them any, A great many gen-
erations have lived without securing any
land except by human laws, that the Lord
never had anyth:‘:g Parl.i'c,ular to do with,
and only mit or the good order of
sogiety. But all human laws must perish
when the Lord comes, for then the world
will be governed by divine laws, and
. blessedare the people who have secured
- their landed estates from the Great Crea-
tor, who.owns the earth, having created it
h%iHia own power, and who can give it to
whomsoever He will. He gave to the
righteous among the house ot Israel the
iand of Palestine and the regions round
about, and He says: ¢‘Behold I will open
our graves and rmg you into your own

d, and you shall know that I am the
Lord.” n the Lord has brought them
out of their graves and has placed them in
the land which He gave to their fathers
ﬁg will fully comprehend that He will

1 His promise, I would like to dwell
on this subject further, and in doing so to
refer youn to the 37th psalm and to many
sayings of the Lord to Moses about inherit-
ing the earth for ever, and so on; but we
will pass by that to some other things that
are on my mind.

We heard this forenocon that, when the
Saints come  into the possession of their
everlasting inheritance and are exalted as
glorified and eternal beings, to the increase
of their posterity there would be no end.
““No end!” What does that mean? It
means that it will be eternal,—that there
never will be a period throughout all the
fuature ages of eternity, but what they will
be increasing and multiplying, until their
seed are more numerous than the dust of
the earth or the stars of heaven., They will
multiply throughout all the ages of eter-
nity, and the earth will be their head quar-
ters. There is another principle connected
with this, “What is 1it,”’ inquires one?
They will not only :Feopla worlds, but the
will create them, There is room enong
10 accomplish this when we consider that
gpace is boundless. There is no end to the
worlds that might be formed, for the
materials existing in space from which to
form them are infinile in quantity and con-
sequently can never be exhausted; for that
which is infinite can, by no what-
ever, be exhausted, no matter how many
millions or myriads of creations may be
formed out ot it; and consequently, tifbugh
millions and millions, through their ob-
servance of the higher law that pertains to
exaltation and glory, should be counted
worthy to receive this earth as their ever-
iasting inheritence; and should these mil-
lions and millions multiply their seed
uantil they are as the sands on the sea
shore for multitude, yet there is room in
voundless space for new creations and
materials enough ‘or the creation of new
worlds, and for this innumerable offspring
tn spread forth and people them. Certainly
they eould not all dwell ‘here: the earth
would be overrun by them after awhile,but
this would be one of the heavenly man-
sions, and ‘their head-quarters, And here
comes in another doctrine, This forenoon
you heard many of the principles and doc-
trines touched upon wherein this people’
differ from the outside world. I will now,
briefly call your attention to one.

ace
of

‘We Dbelieve that we are the children of)|

our parents in heaven. ' I de not mean our
tabernacles, but: our spirits, That being
that dwells in my' tabernacle, end those
beings that dwell in' yours; the beings who
are intelligent and possess, in embryo, all:
the attributes of our Father in héavén; the
veings that reside in these earthly houses,
they are the children of our Father who is

the |

the Ibod , Who thinks and reasons, and
moves the body by his will, and that lives
when the body is mouldering in thé dust;
that being or those beings who shouted
togher when the corner stones of the eéarth
were laid. Why did they rejoice and shout
together for joy when the corner stones, or
rather, when the nucléeus was formed
around which the materials of this globe
were gathered together?  Because, being
intelligent, an1 knowing the path that led
to' immortality and exaltation, they saw
a prospect before them of walking thérein.
But the point to which T wish todirect your
attention now isa fact ofa pre-existence,—a
principle believed in by this people, and
which is new to them and the world Eaﬁ-
erally; but it is not new for it was taught in
ancieat times, and is a’ Seri ptural-ti;‘:grrlna.;

Solomon says when the body is laid down
),tha spirit will return to God who it.
Now would there be #ny sense in that

doctrine if we had never 'been 'there
|before? Could I say T will'return t6 China
when I have néver been to China, No,
the word ‘“‘return™ would not coriectly
express the idea. If the spirit returns to
Giod it bas been there before, and we are
only strangers here, having ‘'been sent forth
from our Father’s house to one of His
mansions? in its imperfect state, ' 'W
for? To try us and give us experienée,
place us in a school in'which we may léar
some things that ‘'we never could have
learned if we had stayed at home, where
we were af the time this earth was formed.
By and ve& will return home again.
There is something' comtorting in. the
anticipation of returning home when we'
have been away for a long time; but if we
never had been in heaven, in our Father's
house; if we never had associated with the
heavenly throng and had never beheld our
Father's face we could not realize the feel-
ings we now realizé when we reflect th
we are going back to where we once dwelt,
Happy thought, to think that the memory,
now clogged so that we cannot pierce the
veil and discern what took place in ourfirst
estate, will by and by be quickeved again
and that we will wike up to the realities of
our past existence. When a man goes to
|sleep at night he forgets the doings of the
day. Sometimes a partial glimpse of them
will disturb his slumbers; but sleep as a
general thing, and especially sound sleep,
throws out of the memory everything per-
taining to the past; but when we awake in
the morning, with that wakefulness re-
turns a vivid recollection of our past his-
tory and doings. So it will be when we
come up into the presence ofour Father
and God in the mansion whence we emi-
grated to this world, When we get there
we will behold the face of our Father, the
face of our mother, for we were begotten
there the same as we are begotten by our
fathers and mothers here, and hence our
spirits are the children of God, legally and
{lawfully, in the same sense that we are the
children of our ts here in this world.
We are s0 called in the Scriptures. It is
written in the epistle of James: ‘‘Shall we
not much rather be in subjection to the
father of our spirits?”’ Again, we read that
Jesus was with the Father from before the
foundation of the world; and in his last
pr:z:r he prayed that he might be restored
to that glory which he had with the Father
before the world was. J
Now, who is Jesus? He is only our
brother, but happens to be the first-born,
What, the firstborn in the flesh? O no,
there were millions and millions born in
the flesh befere he was. Then how is he
the firstborn? Because he is the eldest,—
the first one born of the whole family of
spirits and therefore he is our elder bro-
ther. But why these spirits eame to in-
herit mortal labernacles is a question
worthy of consideration. This world is
full of sin, sorrow, afiliction and death, and
mankind see nut.hing as 1t were,but mourn-
ing and sorrow, trom their birth until they
go down to the grave; then why send these
heavenly spirits to dwell in mortal taber-
nacles, corrupt, failen and degraded as we
aroin this world? It is to learn, as I have
already said, certain lessons that we never
could learn upin yonder mansions, l.earn
tounderstand by experience many things
pertaining to the flesbh that we never counld
learn there, that when we should be re-
deemed by the bleod and atonement of our
elder brother, the firstborn of every crea-
ture, and brought baek into the mansions
whence we emigrated we might appreciate

préhend it by experisnee and not, by pre-
cept alone. We might bring up many
arguments with regard to, experimental

know by experience; or in any other way,

 the mature o1 light? No one. . Yeu mEhh:
tell ‘the blind .man, who never; saw
first glimmer- of about its m““fi
you might speak of its various hues an

colors, and of the benefit of being able to

THE . .DESERE

-his eyes are o
‘forth upon the optic nerve it creates a new

‘learn it by being taught.

| spiri
‘ehildfen to inherit’ those worlds, she sam
‘88''we were sent here, and thus will the

{ come like the pa
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see, but what could youn make him under-
stand? ' He' would not know light from
anythiog else, and when yeuhad talked to
him for a hundred about the beauty
of light, he would not have a comprehen-
sion'of it. Why?  Forthe want of experi-
ence; he must experience the sense o1 sight
or he eannot understand its worth. When
pened and the light heams

expériencs, by calling into play & new
sense, and he learnssomething that he did |
not befors comprehend. He could not
80 in regard to
coming from yonder heavénly credations to
this world. We learn by  our experience
many lessons wenever could hava dearned
exocept we were tabernacled'in the flesh, | |
But another and stilli greater objeet the
Lord had in view in sending us down from
yonder‘world to this, is that we might be
redeemed in due timwe, by kaﬁng the
celestidl law, and have our tabernacles
restored to us in all the beanty. ot immor-
tality. Then we will be able to multiply
and extend forth our posterity and ' the
increase of our dominion without end.
Can spirits do this? No, they remain siu-
gle. " There are no marriages among
spirits, " mo ' coupling together ot ; the
males and . the females among them;
but when they rise from the grave after
being tabernacled in mortal bodies they
bave all the functions that are necessary, 10
ple worlds. As our Father and God
m‘lt us, sons and daughters, so will we
rise immorial, males and females, an
beget childrem; and, in our turn,form-an

oreate worlds, and send forth our:

|

works of God continue, and ot only God
himself, and His Son Jesus Christ havetbe
power of eundless lives; buat all of his re-
deemed offspring. “They grow uplikethe
parents; that is a law:of nature so far a8’
this‘world is coacerned. ' Every :kind of
being brings itsown like, and when fally |
matured  and ‘grown up the offspring be- |
reat. 8o the offspring of
the Almighty, who begot us, will grow up
and become, literally Gods, or the sons of
‘God. Here is another doctrine wherein
‘weé differ from the world, perhaps not so
much differ: either, for they do sometimes
believe in that of scripture which'
speaks of ‘Gods,  “Ir they cail them Gods
unto whom the'word of God comes,” says
Jesus, or words ‘to that effect, “‘why then
do you find faalt with mé because I make
myself the Souwof God?””  If those proph-
ets and inspired men, such as Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Samuel and others to
whom the word of God came were Gods
in embryo why do you find faull with the
only begotten of the Father, so far as the
flesh is concerned, because He makes him-
self the Son of God? Wae then, shall be-
come Gods, or the sons of God..

This puts me in mind of a certain vision
that John the Revelator had on the Isle of
Patmos. On that occasion he saw one hun-
dréd and forty-four thousand standing upon
Mount Zion, singing a new and glorious
song; the singers seemed to be among the
most happy and glorious of those who were
shown to John. They, the one hundred
and forty-four thousand, bad & peeculiar
inscription in their forsheads. hat was
it? It was the Father's name. Whatis the
Father's name? It is God,—the being we
worship. If then the one hundred and
fnrg;fnur thousand are to have the rame
of Grod inscribed on their foreheads, will it
be simply a plnythinﬁ, a something that
has no meaning? or will it mean that which
the inscriptions specify?—that they are
indeed Gods,—oné with the Father and
one with the Son; as the Father and Son
are one, and both of them called Gods, so
will all' His ¢hildren be one with the Father
and the Son, and they will be one so
far as carrying out the gmt pur of
Jehowah is coneerned. No di will
be there, but a complete oneness; not & one-
ness in person but a perfect oneness in
action in the n, redemption and
glorification of worlds. 5 '

I thought I would make a few remarks
on these subjects, inasmuch as they were
broached this morning. You begin to un-~
derstand, atran what the Latter-day
Saints’ _v!m are in regard to the multipli-
cation of the human species to all nﬁr of
eternity. You begin to understand what is
meant by that in the New Testa-
ment in the writings of Paul, that the man
is not without the woman in the Lord,
neither is the woman without 'the
man. You will find it in the eleventh.
verse of the eleventh chapter of
Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians,
Here is a mystery which the whole relig-
ious world perhaps have not undaratouﬁ.
They suppose that old maids and bachelors
are just as honorable in the sight of God
as though they were married. It is not so
according to the words of Paul. Jf a man
bein the Liord he must not be without the
woman and the woman must not be with-
out the man., Why?  Becavse there is an
eternal union to exist. in the marriage
covenant between the male and female to
carry out and fulfil those great purposes of
which I bave been speaking,—namely the

peopling of the mansions of our Father in | is in eresting to my own mind and 1 tr
the future. And those mansions will.mul- | it bas been inferesting to the hearers,
tiply to all eternity,—there will be no end | —

to the increase.of ‘worlds, and no ‘end to| DsELIGETFUL,—The atmosphere is re
the inhabitants of < those worlds;: and the | enjoyable now. . The slight rsin in
father 'of the spirits who go forth, take y.and snow on the mounfains, wi
tabernacles, and are redeemed; will be king | fell last week, raduag the temperatur
over his own sons and 'da Hin the ctor int, and now thereis’

eternal worlds, ‘through all; the ages of
eternity. He will not go and rob his neigh-

‘d0 not marry nor give in marriage.

bor of his g:ﬁ:n@ldraq to ‘;Et i:':IE' a kingdom of
his own. He must have 8 womsean in the
Lord, and the woman must have a man in
the Lord if they ever carry ‘out the t
and eternal purposes of which I have been
speaking. N '

Much :?.i‘fhtb .said in this conneetion
with regard to the doctrine of plurality of
wives,  There is a difference between the
male and the female so far as posterity

is concerned. The ferale is so capacitated
that she can only be thé mother of a very
limited number of children. Is man
tuus . capacitated, Was »not Jacob

vhe patriarch of old capable of raising pos-
terity by all his wives? He certainly was;
and were not many of the ancientjprophets
and mnai;od manqrbla of raiging twenty,
forty, fifty or a hundred children,while the
fem couldonly raiseé avery limited num-
ber on an #verage. In the resurrection when
the four wives of Jacob come out of their
graves, will he divoree three of them and
only keep one? or will they all multiply
and spread forth ' their dominions un-
der the old patriarch while eternal ages
shall last? And would a mon ist bave

ower to fill a world with spirits sooner
than a polygamist? Which would accom-
plish “the ing of a world quickest,
provided that we admit this eternal in-
crease, and the eternal relationship of hus-
band and wife,—after the resurrection as
well as'in this world? In that state they
Why?
Becausé marriage is an ordinance that has
to be attended to here, and unless it is se-
cured in this life for etérnity’ it canmot be
secureéd in the resurrection,tor they neither
marry nor 'are’ given in 'marriage fthere,
They do not after theé resurrection,
they do mot e¢onfirm and administer the
ordinances pertaining tothis life after the
resurrection.  All'these things have to be
‘attended to bere, then we have & claim te
‘the blessings here and hereafter. Ifa man

‘would obtainan eternal increase and eternal

kingdoms without number for his pos-
terity to inhabit, under . the direction and
control of Himi who is King of kings -and
Lord of lords, he must secure the bt to
thesé blessings in this Jife.  When Adam
and Eve were married they were married
for etérnity, from'the wvery fact that they
were united together before they fell, be-
fore death entered into the worid. Death
‘was not considered in the marriage coyen-
ant.. The first exampleof marriage ox re-

‘eord was between two immortal beings,

—two beings who would have lived until
now if‘they had notsinned, and the end
of that marriage covenant would neverhave
ocome; but notwithstanding this, through-
out the wholé Christian world, when ihe
marrisge cerémony is performed the min-
ister stands up and says: “Igmnuunm you
husband aod wile unti! death does you sep-
arate;” when death separates you the mar-
riage covenant is at an end. n they live
together after the resurrection by virtue of
theseé covenants made by uninspired meu?
No, Why?' Because they were only mar-
ried for a certain definite period, and that
was until death, when that comes the time
is ron out. The eovenant i8 no longer
binding, Itis notlegal in the sight of hea-
ven for etsrnity. t when a man is
united to a woman by virtue of that priest-
hood which has er to seal on
the earth and it is sealed in
heaven, their marriage covenant is
not dissolved, but it will stand and be
go‘od and lawfal as long as eternity en.

ares, just like the covenant entered into
by our first parents. Peérhaps you may

ink that Bro. Pratt is racther enthusiastic
and fanstical in his ideas to suppose that
immortal beings can multiply; bat [
would ask an on who has read the
first and second chapters of Genesis if the
command which was first given to mulsi-
plg was nof given to two immertal beings
who had not yet fallen? If, therefore, two
immortal beings, were then conmanded te
multiply, why pl‘;_bnld it be thought incred-
ible that immortal beings who are raissd
from the grave and restored o all thsl
which Adam and his'wife possessed befors
the Fall, should have the power to do th

same? |

Then again, it offentimes happens tha
a monagamist, or the man with bnt on¢
wife, loses that wife; and by the seripturs
he ‘is' permitted to marry in, If he
loses a second wife it is lJawful for him
marry a third wife, and so on, Now if wo
admit the eternal covenant of marriagebe-
tween the first pair,—two immertal beings,
and that they were commanded to mulii-
ply, then, if the same order of marriage i
to be continued, and we become immortal
and all the man’s three wives who hav
died in succession come up out of th
grave, must he divorce all but one, or wi
he have them all? And if he must d
vorce any, which must he divorce, ar
which must he claim? Does not ever
thing that is consistent and reasonable, a
everything that agrees with the Bible sh¢
that plurality of wives must exist aftert
resurrection ? It does, or else there w
be a breaking up of the marriage co
nant.

I do not know but I ought to apolog
for detaining you so long; but the sub)

a

pleasure in wSl‘:hlg out morning, noot
afternoon, for the days are beautiful’
the atmrosphere agreeable.




