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I1the elaborate ceremonial of the catholic
church to see how wide a departure has
been made from the religion given to
the world by the great peasant teacher
of01 judea

the fact is this controversy precipita-
ted on the religious world by the decision
of pope leo xiii in respect to anglican
orders brings us face to face with the
great truth prophesied of in holy scrip-
ture cowit the universal apostasy
from the christian religion men have
transgressed the laws changed the or-
dinancesdin ances and broken the covenant of
the gospel of christ of themselves
men have arisen speaking perverse
things to draw away disciples after them
the time came when men would no
longer endure sound doctrine but after
their own lusts heaped teachers to them-
selves having itching ears and those
teachers have turned their ears away
from the truth unto fables ii timothy
IV false teachers arose among the
people who brought in damnable
heresiesher esies even denying the lord that
bought them and many have followed
their pernicious ways by reason of
whom the way of truth has been evil
spoken of ii peter ii the great
fallingfairing away predicted by the apostle of
the gentiles which was to precede the
glorious coming of the son of god in
the clouds of heaven with power and
glory has come to pass that manmanofof
sin the son of perdition who opp oseth
and exal teth himself above all that is
called god or that is worshiped so
that he as goddod in the temple of
god showing himself that he issodis god
ti thess nx x has had and is having his

rulekile and reign in the earth and men
have been made to bow down
to him and may continue to
be compelled to bow down to him until
as predicted in holy writ the lord shall
destroy him with the brightness of his
coming the new testament scriptures
are replete with predictions of this
greatreat apostasy from the christian re-
ligionfigdon and one may see in the facts of
ecclesiastical history that the whole
christian world laity and clergy to
use again the language of the church of
england learned and unlearned all
ages and sects and degrees have been
drowned in abominable idolatry most
detested by god and damnable to
man the actual changes also
wrought in the christian religion by the
additions to and corruption of its ordi-
nances make it dearclear that men have
transgressed the laws changed the
ordinances and broken the everlasting
covenant of the religion of jesus christ

under these circumstances the only
way that divine authority can be restored
to the earth is by god reopeningopeningre the
heavens and giving a new dispensation
of the gospel to the children of men
including as it would divine authority to
preach its doctrines and administer its
ordinances great and urgent as the
necessity for such a new dispensation
of the gospel is men need not look to
either the catholic church or the pro-
testant sects for such a proclamation
the former in addition to claiming that
there has been an unbroken line of
divine authority through its priesthood
rejects the idea of revelation subsequent
to the alleged closing of the new testa-
ment canon of scripture the latter
though declaring the apostate condition
ofif mediaevalMedia eval christendom not only
make no claim that the gospel of jesus
christ including divine authority was

restored by revelation to the leaders of
the irth century reformation w but
also spurn the idea that there has been
or can be any revelation subsequent to
what they term the closing of the new
testament canon of scripture

out of all the religious teachers of
modern times there is but one who has
had the boldness to claim the restora-
tion of divine authority and a dispensa-
tion of the gospel by means of a new
revelation from god and that is the
first prophet of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints josephjoeph
smith he claimed to have received
revelation from god the visitation of
angels who conferred upon him a holy
priesthood a divine commission by
virtue of which he was appointed to
preach the gospel and reestablishestablishre the
church of jesus christ on earth if
this mans pretensions to such divine ap-
pointment are at it is no more
than was accorded the pretentious of
apostles and prophets of god inlormerinformer
dispensations if he is derided for hisbis
humble origin and the lowly station
from which he was called to the work of
god so too were the ancient apostles
and prophets and even the son of god
himself if his message has been very
generally rejected and he himself was
despised of men persecuted hatedbated and
and at last slain for the word of god
and the testimony of jesus what is all
this but the same treatment that has
been accorded to the accredited ser-
vants of god in nearly all ages of the
world if his followers have suffered
ridicule oppression and persecution
what is this but the same fate that has
overtaken the saints of god in nearly
all ages of the world all this will not
affect the truth or untruth of his state-
ments any more than like treatment af-
fected the truth or untruth of the claims
of other inspired servants of god
the truth is that the claims of joseph
smith in view of the great christian
controversy that has been going on tor
centuries and just now emphasized by
the recent decision of pope leo XIII
respecting anglican orders and the
discussion it has provoked are more
consistent than the claims of any of the
protestant reformers for the great
apostate condition of christendom in
mediaevalMediaeval times being a reality the only
way there could be a restoration of that
which was lost by that apostasy would
be by a new dispensation of the gospel
being committed to men by means of a
new revelation and herein is the
strength of the position of joseph
smith and the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints which under gods
direction he organized

B H ROBERTS

VISIT HOLY GROUND

in a letter to elder elias morris
bishop of the fifteenth ward elder D
R gill sr who is laboring in Pennspennsyl-
vania

vi
writes from scranton of a visit

which he paid to the hill cumorah in
company with elder S W richard
president of the eastern states mission
describing his visit elder gill says

elder S W richards came up to
scranton and paid me a visit he was
on his way to cohoctonCoh octon in the western
part of the state of new york brother
richards said hebe would visit the hill
cumorah during his journey and he de-
sired me to accompany him the next
morning at brother richards hisbis

wife and myself took the train and in
the afternoon arrived at cohoctonCohocton where
we were met by elder M R mcfarland
while titht that place we held ten meet-
ings baptized two blessed elevenchilgrenchilchildreniren and ordained three to thepriesthood

on october we started brother
richards his wife brother M H corley
his wife and daughter and myself being
in the partyparly we arrived at cumorah
about on october and took a good
look at toe hill and went on to palmyra
while there brother richards and my-
self went to the first national bank and
interviewed its president mr pliny T
sexton we had been told previously
that mr sexton was in possession
of a copy of the first edition otof
the book of mormon anat was ever
turned out of the press after we
had introduced ourselves as mormon
elders from utah mr sexton received
us very kindly and showed us the copy
otof the sacred work which hebe carefully
kept in a pasteboard box he prizes
the work very much because he gave

for it mr sexton does not
know the contents otof the book as the
folded sheets are as they came from the
binder bound that way as was the cus-
tom many years ago untrimmed our
conversation was very pleasant and mr
sexton purchased a voice of warning
and a compendium upon leaving mr
sexton he was very particular to ask us
to call again at any time we might be in
the neighborhood

now we wendedbended our way to the
smith family farm where we had the
honor otof eating dinner in the room in
which the sacred plates were kept
personally I1 was overjoyed at this privi-
lege the hill cumorah is about two
and a half miles south of the house and
while standing in the holy spot a great
boy filled our hearts in the thought that
we were so highly blessed as to be
privileged to stand in the spot where
the angel moroni had in the flesh con-
structedted the stone box and reverently
laid away the plates the arim and

and breastplate and the sword
of laban and also where his father
mormon stood and saw ibebe destruction
of the Nephites and Lama I1 shall
never forget the visit to this holy spot

AT ANN ARBOR

ANN ARBOR michigan
october aist 1896

it is some time since there was an
article or letter in the dear old NEWS
from ann arbor at least that I1 have
noticed so a few lines from me may be
received with interest by some of its
many readers

all of the utopiansUton ians here are well and
hard at work with their different
branches of study the university start-
ed on october alterafter which seemed
to the utah students who remained here
a rather long summer vacation but
now since the school is going time
seems to be slipping by very rapidly it
will not be long till the day will come
when there will be no more student
days for the class of 97 a class with
which lourfour bright young men of utah
expect to graduate their names are
as follows jed F woolley of0 kanab
james L brown of pleasant grove
henry N hayes of richfield grant C
bagley of brinton the first two will
take out their diplomas in the literary
department and the latter two in the


