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DISCOURSE
by elder orsonOKSON PRATT deliv-

ered in the fourteenth ward
assembly roomsbooms salt lake city
sunday afternoon march 16 1873

reported BY D W EVANS

IT laIs usual to open most of our
meetings by singing and prayer
but I1 do not know that we have
any special revelationlevelleveiatlon that directsantsth peculiarpecullarpecullar kind of comcommence-
ment

mence
we find our saviorsaviors in his

travels among the people some-
timestimes commencing to address them
without crisinorising from his seat or hav-
ingng anyn vvocalmalc prayer sometimes
hhee wouldvould getet on board a vessel and
wowoulduld addressd LFress the people who were
on shore I1 have sometimes been
afraid lestlost we as a people might run
into forms and have them so con-
tinually before our minds that we
should feelreel ifit we happened to devi
ate from them that we were trans
gressingeasing the commandments ofofgusgodcreasingitfrt is very necessary for us to com-
ply with any forms that god has
comcommandedbanded and we should strictly
observe any ordinances institutions
or laws that he has revealed for
instance we will refer to the sacra-
ment of the lords supper he has
given strict commandments that
we should partake of these symbols
of his crucified body and shed blood
to witness unto the father that we
remember the greatatonement that
he has wrought out and the suffer-
ings and death of his son this is
a veveryr sacred and holy ordinance
which thefordthe lordlond has instituted and
if we were to neglect it and think
that we could get along just as well
without attending to it we should
come under condemnation it is
so with regard to baptism if we
were to tell the people that they
could obtain remission of sins with-
out obeying that ordinance we
should come under condemncondemnationationlon

we do not believebelleve in the forms
and ceremonies instituted by men
in all respectsrespect6 although many of
them are good yet if we do not
conform to them in all points we
do not feel under condemnation
jesus said to nicodemus that ex-
cept a man be bomborn of the water
and of the spirit he can in no wise
enter into the kingdom of heaven
therothere are many people at the pre-
sent day who do not consider that
the birth of the water is particu-
larly necessary but they consider
the birth of the spirit otof all import-
ance and that no person can enter
heaven without it we the lat
ter day saints believe that unless
a person is born both of the water
and of the spirit he has no claim
upon the promise of the almighty
that he shall enter there indeedindeed the
savior declared that men should in
no wise enter the kingdom of hea-
ven unless they were bom ofor the
waterlandwatwatererandand of the spirit what I1
understand by the birth of the wa-
ter Is an immersion in the water
and comincoming forth

if jesus or our heavenly father
had instituted any other form it
would be necessary for us to attend
theretherothereuntounto in order to obtain the
blessing if he had told us thatthab we
should obtain remission of sins by
our rerepentancee tance and faith in jesus
chrichristt and by being immersed
seven times in water ththatatwayway and
no other would be necessary or 1iff
he had told us to be immersed
twenty times that would be the
way nineteen times would not an-
swer when the assyrian leper
came to the prophet elishaellsha and de-
sired to bobe healed of his leprosy the
prophetp et ununderer tthee direction of tthee
spirit of godod commanded him to
go anand dip seven times in jordjordanan
anand hee should bobe healed this
afflicted person was about to turn
away in great anangercr saying in his
heart are not the waters of assy-
ria as good as your jordan why
should I1 go into the jordan why
can I1 not be immersed in the wa-
ters of my native country but
finally hohe was prevailed upon by
his servant to try thothe experiment
andeeand lletie went into the jordan as hohe
was commanded and he was cleans-
ed of his leprosy

supposing that he had dipped
BIXsix times and then thinking there
was no virtue in the water had
ceased hobe would probably have
remained a leper to the day
of bibbis death butbutt when he bad com-
plied to tho letter with acommand-
ment given by a man having au-
thoritythority thothe blessing camo

so on the occasion of peter heal-
ing the lamo man at the beautiful
gate of the temple saldsaiddd peterpeters

silver and gold have I1 none but
such as I1 havehavo give I1 unto thee
audand hohe commanded himlam inlu tethe

name of the lord jesus to rise up
and walk supposing this lame
man had laughed at these apostles

peter and john and had said
why do you command me to rise

up and walk I1 am a lame man and
have been lame about forty years
ever since my birth you must bobe
very foolish indeed seeing my crip-
pledpI1e condition to command me to
rise up and walk why do you not
give me a reasonable commandone
that I1 could comply with if he
had reasoned thus in his heart and
had made no exertion to comply
with the command given him he
would not have been healed but
making an exertion to obey it he
was healed and when peter and
john were called before the high
priests and the authorities of the
jewish nation to give an account
of themselves they boldly declared
that this man was made whole
through faith in the name of jesus

it required laithfaith on the part of
the afflicted to be healed and if
they refused to make that exertion
it was proof that they had no faith
for instance there was a man with
a withered hand came before the
savior in the midst of the congrega-
tion on one occasion this mans
arm was useless and it was impos-
sible for him to make any motion
with it the jews watched jesusjagus
to see whether he would heal him
on the sabbath day they were so
strict and pious that they consider-
ed it a sinin for a man to be healed
on that day jesus perceived the
thoughts of their hearts and helie was
filled with just indignation at their

and wickedness by and
by hohe commanded this man saying
unto him stretch forth thine
hand and he stretched it
forth and it was restored like
the other if hohe had refused
to stretch forth his hand would he
have been healed lotnot atatallallail it
is just so with baptism

when the multitude on the day
of pentecost for instance were
pricked in their hearts convinced
that they were sinners believing
that jesus was the son of god and
desiring to repent before god they
cried out to the Apostles 1 Meniten and
brethren what shall we do
peter answered repent and be
baptized every one of you in the
name of the lord jesus christ for
the remission of your sins and you
shall receive the holy ghost for
the promiseromise is to you and your chil-
drendr n and to all that are aafarafanfar otoff
even to as many as the lord our
god shall call thetheree is no doubt
that the multitude did as they were
told then and there without put-
tingti1 1itT off or waiting several weeks
andanafttheyhey did not stop at repentance
of sin but ththeyeyverewemewere forthwith bap-
tized for the remission of their sins
for we are told that on the same
day there were added to the church
three thousand soulsboub

supposing they hadbad stopped with
faith and repentance and that they
had said we will exercise faith in
jesus and we will enter into a cov-
enant to put away evil and to work
the workss of righteousness hence-
forth but asoras or baptism it is only
an outward ordinance and we will
not attend to it do you think
ahat if they had reasoned and act-
ed thus they would have had the
remission of their sins or been add-
ed 0 the church by baptism no
it required obedience to all three of
these principles faith in jesus re-
pentancepentance of sin and baptism for
the remission of their sins before
they could be forgiven and be add
edloeato the church

A great many people at the pres-
ent day say repent and believebelleve in
the lord jesus christ but we
must believe before we can repent
it is utterly impossible for any per-
son to repent acceptably before god
uunlessidless he believes in the lord jesus
christ as the savior of mankind
when a person believes in jesus
and then repents that is feels in
his heart to forsake sin and to make
restitution to those of his fellowfollow be-
ings against whom hebe may have
sinned or done wrong and this can
bobe done immediately without wait-
ing for several weeks hebe is then a
ntlit candidate for baptism and if lieho
will yield obedience to that ordi-
nance his sins will bobe washed away
not by the virtue alone oholi no
but through the atonement wrought
out by the sheddingbedding of thetho blood of
tho lord jesus christ

from thistills you will seo that wo as
latter day saints believe that bap-
tism is an ordinance C noial to
salvation when I1 waawas a boy I1
heard it preached sabbath after
sabbath by the sectasectsectariansariansrians in thestate of nowyew york that to be bomborn
of god we mustmusac bobe converted ex-pernenceienco what they call religion
and after that we could CD norwardforward

and be baptized for the remission of
sins I1 did not know but this casallwas allali
right I1 was too young and inexperi-
enced to know the difference be-
tween their teachings and those of
the ancient apostles I1 supposed that
baptism was necessary that it was

comply
they taught that itwas an outward
sign of an inward grace they did
not preach it as an ordinaordinanceucence
through which the lord would re-
mit sin or by which we could be-
come justified before god but sim-
ply as a sign or teAlmony on the
part of those converted to the lord
and to the world of that inward
grace or religion which they had
experienced and as a witness that
they were bomborn of god

when I1 came to understand the
gospel as taught in the new testa-
ment I1 saw that it was a very
diffdifferentbrent thing I1 fawpaw that man-
kind wereere required to be born of
the water first for the remiremissionsionslon of
their sins and then as the apostle
peter has saidsald they should receive
the holy ghost I1 sawpaw then that
this was a gift promiseded not only
to those who lived in ancient times
or to those who gathered to-
gether on the day of pente-
cost but to all afar off even
to as many as the lord our
god shall call this convinced
me that the holy ghost was prom-
ised to all people on the face of the
whole earth providing that they
would believe in jesus repent of
their sinsbins and bobe baptized forthefor the
remission thereof when I1 was a
boy about eighteen years old I1 used
to attend thothe methodist meetings
a good deal and I1 used to hearbear
them telling about their conversion
one would be born of the spirit
while pitying in some wilderness
another while praying in his closet
another in this place and another
in that but when I1 came to read
the scriptures understandinglyunderstand angly I1
found that there were certain ordi-
nances to be observed in order to
secure the remission of sins and
the birth of the spirit or the gift of
the holy ghost the former was
baptism the latter was the laying
on of handsbands I1 mean the laying on of
the hands odtheof the servants ofgolnot
those who are not authorized to
officiate in his name theytiley might
lay their hands upon your heads
and upon my head until the day
of our death and it would do UR no
good but wilenwhen men are called ofadgod to administer the ordinances
of baptism for the remission ofor sins
and the laying on of hands for the
baptism of the holy ghost the per-
sons to whom they administer if
they have believed on the lord
jesus and repented of their sins
will surely receive the promised
blessings because they have comcorn
plied with the conditions some
may not receive the blessings be-
cause though they comply with
the conditions outwardly they do
not from their hearts this was
the case with simon magusmagur

we are told that philip went
from jerusalem to the city oforsasa-
maria and he commenced preach-
ing there and liehe baptized a great
number of the samaritanasamaritansSamaritans but not
one among them had received the
holy ghost they had believed
repented and been baptized or born
of the water and there was great
joy among them because having
complied with the conditions their
sins were forgiven but as yet the
Hholy0 ghost had fallen upon none
0off tthemP neither man nor womanTI1whyvhy ass this because it needed
a man having greater authority
than philip to impart it philip
had authority to baptize in water
but he hadbad not authority to adminadain

i isterlster in the higher ordinance of the
laying on of hands for the reception
of the holy ghost hence peter and
john two apostles who had au-
thoritythority went from the city of
jerusalem to samaria and when
they came there they prayed for
thosethoe samaritanasamaritansSamaritans who had believed
on christ and been baptized and
after prayer they laid taeia hands
upon them and they were filled
with the holyidoly ghost here then
was the birth of the water and the
birth of the spirit following

A great many people used to re-
fer me when a boy to the convers-
ion of st paul how hebe obtained
religion and through hearingbearing ecfecf

tarlantariana4 preach on the subject
I1 really gougott to believe that
people couincoulmcouldcoula bo converted without
attending to any forms and cere-
monies for I1 actually believed thabthat
paul was converted and received
the remission of his bins before hebe
waswa baptized I1 supposed that his
sins were forgiven at thothe time hebe
saw tho great light from heaven
andaudud hardboardhardtletheohe adicevoice of jesus siauciak
nig totb him I1 had lothot neadread the

bible as I1 ought to have read it ifI1
had I1 should have found that that
was merely a sectarian notion that
had been luinstilledstilled into my mind
in the chapter of the
acts of the apostles paul or saul
of tarsus relates his experience
he tells us that hoke was
going in great wrath and indigna-
tion against the early Christchristianslium
with letters from the chief priests
sadducees ae to persecute them
and cast anem into prison while
liehe was pursuing his journey liehe
saw a great light in the heavens
and he fell to the earth he then
heard a voice saying saul saul
why persecutest thou 1110ilirme he
immediately exclaimed who art
thoutilou lord he had not the most
distant idea that hebe was persecut-
ing anybody up in heaven the
voice answered 1I am jesus ofor
nazareth whom thou persecuteqt
saul was exceedingly astonished
he thought that jesus was realreallyy
an impostor as he testifies 1I ver-
ily thought that I1 ought to do
many things contrary to the name
of jesus of nazareth he verily
thought that hebe ought to per-
secute his followers tbinkingthinking him to
have been an impostor but this
voice that he heard and this light
he saw in the heavens gave him
faith that jesus was really and
truly what he professed to be the
son of god but did this remit his
sins no he had not yet repented
he merely believed that jesus was
the christ but he cried in the
anguish and bitterness of his soul
lord what wilt thou have me tto

do as much as to say 1I believe
ththatat you are the christ but I1 want
to put works to my faith the
lord did not tell him what to do
to obtain a remission of lithis sins but
said hebe anisearise go into damascus
and there it shall be shown thee
what thou do saul arose
but his natural sight hadbad been tak-
en away by the brightness of the
light hebe hadbad beheld and certain
scales had been produced over his
eyes by its intensity and hebe hadbad to
be led down to damascus and there
he began to pray and humble him-
self before the lord the lord
spoke to a certain man named an-
anias who lived in damascus say-
ing go into a certain street and
there you will find one saul of
tarsus for behold he prayeth but
ananias felt a little dubious about
it he had heard how saul perse-
cuted the saints and how hebe was
then seeking 1to cast them into
prison and hebe made some excuse
unto thothe lord but the lord in-
sisted upon his going and hebe went
and found saul perfectly blind and
praying and no doubt repenting in
the anguishanguish and bitterness of liishis
soul whenvilen ananias found saul
and saw his condition he immedia-
tely sald whywhy farriesttarriest thou arise
and be baptized and wash away thy
sins calling on the name of the
lord here then you see that
with all the faith of this man and
with all his repentance and prayer
his sins could not be washed away
until liehe comcompliedplied with this ordordin-
ance

in

we also find in rtreadingreading the newkew
testament that there were certain
disciples at ephesus who had been
baptized unto johns baptism but
paul did not know by whom they
hadllad been baptized hohe began to
question them askingking them amonamong9
other thingslingsti have ye received
the holy ghost since ycye bellbelibelievedevedeyed
they replied we have notonot Mo much
as heard whether there be any holy
ghost paul then asked them
with what baptism they were bap-
tized they told him johns but
they hadbad not heard anything about
the holy ghost this proves veveryry
plainly that somepome impostor hadbad
come along to ephesus pretending
to be one of johns disciples andanu
had taught them about the baptism
of water paul finding that they
hadbad not been baptized legally babap-
tized

p
them over again and after

their berserond baptism he laid his
hands uponan them and the holy
ghost ftenuz upon them and they
snakeanake with tonguestongue and cled
from all these instances which I1
have quoted we see that thetiie bap-
tism of water came first and the
baptism of the holy ghost last

As I1 said in the beginning we
are not very particular about fornisformaI1
if thethese forms are introduced bby
men yet as aa peo believe in
being eryenyverycry strict and voryvery exact
with regard to0o the forms that god
has instituted hence wowe do not re-
ceive anyans into this church
without baptizing them it mat-
ters notnat if they have been baptized
a dozen times before it matters not
if their baptism has been by immer-
sion when we with a bap-
tist furfor 4Intaum whowiio hahhas awa iun

mersedmerged or with a who
believes in baptism for the remis-
sion of sins or with thosethone who have
been sprinkled or poured wewa ques-
tion them with regard au-
thority of the manroan who professed to
baptize them in the name of the
lord we ask them if hobe was a
member of a church bloboh yes hebe
waswaa a methodist baptist or

minister or ne belonged to
such and such a sect does the
sect to which the manbelonged who
baptized you believe in ananyY later
revelation than the new testa-
ment oh 3 no thethey discard all
new revelation IDdid11 the minis-
ter who baptized you believe that
god has said anything since the
days of john the nevenovelatoi oh
no they have their creed or disci-
pline stating that there are only so
many sacred books and that god
has not said anything since the can-
non of scripture was completed
bby ththee roman catholic council attgthe close of the fourth century and
that there is nothing to be added
thereto 31 then you really be-
lieve that god hasbas said nothing to
your sect or to the preacher who
baptized you of course not
says the individual it is contrary
to our doctrine to receive new reve-
lation if god has not revealed
anything since the days of the
apostles howholV did your miriministerLster
know that god authorisedauthorized him to
take you down into the water and
baptize you in the name of the
father songon and holy ghost how
did he know that he was called to
administer in any ordinance Is
there anything in the scripture
that authorizes a man to bap-
tize in the name of the trinity
without being called of god

certainly nut liowhowflow can he be
called of god unless god has said
something from the heavens later
than the days of the apostles
why says this person our min-

ister akesawestakestawes his commission from the
new testament ministers do not
need new revelation to call them
to the ministry there is all that is
necessary in the new testament
what part of the new testa-

ment 2 well says this indi
vidual who has been baptized you
read the last chapter of mark
where jesus said unto the apos-
tles go yeyo into all the world and
preach the gospel to every crea-
ture s my minister claims that as
his authority well why not
every other person claim the same
if it authorizes one man does it
not authorize another and still an-
other and where is there apera per-
son on the earth that it does not
authorize if it authorizes any one
man can you find any other who
can read it whom it does not au-
thorizethorize but it authorizes no
personpermon whatever and it is one of
the most foolish arguments that
could be brought forth to say that
because eleven men in ancient
times were called of god that that
authorizes me or you with the
same propriety might it be said for
instance that when a man is sentpent
by the british government with
authority to transact business as its
plenipotentiary with the american
government and holie dies that his
commission would authorize any
other person who might have ac-
cess to his papers and gain posses-
sionsion of it suppose that a person
were to obtain the written commis-
sion such a one as is here supposedsuppose

of an individual deceased and he
should present himself at the head-
quarters ofor our govegovernmentrnment and
claim to be minister of great brit-
ain and when he is asked for his
credentials he saysj the british
government has not given me any
authority and in fact basras for a long
time past ceased sending ministers
hutbut I1 happened to find the creden-
tials of a man now dead and herobero
it is and it is this which authorizes
me to act as the minister of great
britain to the government of the
united states 3 would not thothe
individuals who heard such expres-
sions be justified in regarding nimhim
who uttered them as an insane per-
son and that hisbig proneprofessionsalons and
pretencretenpretensionsionalona were the very height of
absurdity such professions and
pretensions areate no more abazidabsurd than
those of thetho ministers of thetho vari-
ous religious denominations of the
present day who will deny new
revelation and yetyot tell you that
they have authority to baptize and
to administer the variokarloeariousvariousvlaiia ordin-
ances of thothe haspel god
saldwd eighteen hundred yearbyears ago
to olmeneleven mennien go ycse into all the
world and preach the soappelpeiel to ev-
ery creature why thelne commis
sion received by those cloven men
did not authorize anybodyanybody else even
in that day paul could not act on
ttheirbeir comia leyon thouthoughb hobo lived


